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fit  t  S  T  O  R  i^ 

f    O    L    A    N  JD,. 


FKOM 


TO 

THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR  1795. 

To  which  is  prefixed 
jfN    ACCURATE    ACCOUNT 

OF 

THE  GEOGRAPHY  AND  GOVERNMENT  OF  THAT 
COUNTRY, 

AND    THE 

CUSTOMS  AND  MANNERS  OF  ITS  INHABITANTS. 


What  is  all  war,  but  more  diffuiive  robbery 

Made  facred  by  fuccels  ?  What  objed  fwells 

A  Monarch's  higheft  aim  ? — Increafe  of  power 

And  univerfal  fway.     This  glorious  cod 

All  flDcans  miift  laiW^ify  that  can  fecure.  M  a  L  L 1  ^ 

That  prince  who  lees  his  country  laid  in  ruinsi 

His  fubjcds  perilhing  beneath  the  fword 

Of  foreign  rtgei  who  fees  and  cannot  iave  thcixit 

Is  but  fupctme  in  mifoy.  TiioM909r. 
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^^^^°    PREFACE. 


il^MlAMHlMliftB 


^0 


tNTERESTING  as  the  af&irs  of  Poland 
\  ^  have  been  for  fome  years  paft>  it  is  a  littjc 

remarkable  that  no  Hlflorical  Account  of 
ihftt  Country  has  been  lately  publifhed,  to  en- 
able Englilhmen  to  trace  the  progrefs  of  its 
political  flate,  and^  by  connecting  caufes  and 
cffcdls,  to  account  for  the  phaenomena  there 
recently  exhibited. 

The  Reverend  and  ingenious  Mr.  Coxe, 

in  an  account  of  bis   Travels,  has  given  a 

Iketch  of  the  Polifti  Conftitution,  &c.  which, 

^  though    neccffarily    brief,    is  yet,    perhaps, 

^  as  far  as  it  goes,  more  to  be  depended  upon 

^  than  the  work  of  any  other  modern  writer ; 


but  it  docs,  not  profefs  to  be  a  Hiftory. 

A  a  It 


(    iv    ) 

It  win  hardly  be  ncccflaiy,  therefore,  td 
apologife  for  offering  to  the  Public  at  the 
prefent  time  a  regular,  conne<fted,  and  faith- 
ful-account of  the  origin,  progrefs,  "and  pre- 
fent ftate  of  Poland.  But  though  the  defign 
ihould  be  approved,  it  may  yet  be  proper  to 
lay  before  the  Reader  the  fources  of  the  infor- 
mation contained  in  this  volume. 

These  are : 

Du  Thou's  General  Hiftory  of  the  World 
from  1545  to  1608. 

M.    L'Abbg  Parthenay*s   Hifloiy  of  Po-* 
land  under  Auguftus  II. 
'    M.  de  Voltaire's  Charles  XIL 

M.  de  Fontenelle's  Oration  pronounced  ill 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  in  mcmoiy 
of  the  Czar  Peter. 

Perry's  State  of  Ruffia. 

Univerfal  Hiftory. 

Cpxe's  Travels. 

Guthrie's  Hiftory  of  the  World. 
^-         Geographical  Grammar. 

Salmon's  Geographical  Grammar. 

Fads  relative  to  the  Diimembcnnent  of 
Poland. 


iK 


(     V     ) 

In  dbeie  various  authorities.!  c<mtradi6tionf 
that  appewed  on  a  curfoiy  view  to  be  inre^ 
concikable,  an4  obfcurities  that  wepe  fojr 
fomc  time  inif>enetrable,  have  frequently 
been  cncountcied.  Neither  labour  nor  fhid^^ 
however,  has  been  fpared  in  the  taflc  of 
elucidating  fuch  paiTages  by  comparing  one 
account  with  another ;  and  th^  has  invariably 
been  adopted  m  Uuth  whkh  boiQe  tho  ihongtik 
internal  eyidence. 

To  concentrate  in  cme  point  every  part  of 
each  that  could  convey  any  valuable  and  au** 
thentic  information*  has  been  the^  grand  aim 
in  this  Work:  and  it  is  prefumed,  that 
the  moft  ilriking  circumftances  recorded  by 
all  former  writers  on  the  fubjcdt  of  Poli(h 
Hiftoiy  are  here  brought  into  view, 

Ths  origina}  intenti<w  was,  to  refer  at  the 
foot  qf  each  page  to  the  authorities  confulted  j 
but  this  defign  was  abandoned  on  account  of 
the,  room  that  muil  fieceifarily  have  been  oc« 
cupied  by  fuqh  notes,  and  on  the  prefump* 
tion  tha^t  the  fame  purpofe  of  authentication 
inight  be  a^fwered  by  the  general  flatement 
XlkiKh  his  beeo  laid  before  the  reader  in  the 
A^  preceding 


(    vi    ) 

preceding  page.  For  the  hiftory  of  the 
laft  few  years,  indeed,  the  Britifh  and  Foreign 
Gazettes  have  been  the  beft  documents  to 
which  recouffe  could  be  had  :  but  even  thcfc 
have  been  confulted  with  the  utmoft  caution 
and  difcrimination* 

*  If  a  fympathy  in  the  unparalleled  misfor*- 
tunes  of  the  Poles  be  vifible  in  fonie  of  th^ 
following  pages,  the  Compiler  is  juftified  in 
the  fentimeht  by  the  loud  voice  of  the  world  ; 
nor,  hard  as  many  obfervations  may  fcem  to 
bear  on  the  powerful  neighbours  of  Poland; 
will  he  expedl  or  need  credit  for  a  fingle  af- 
fertion  for  which  he  fhall  not  produce  incon« 
teftable  documents, 

Tbe  Reader  will  perceive,  that  the  condi^ 
tion  of  the  country  has  been  in  fome  meafure 
changed  during  the  progrefs  of  this  volume 
through  the  Prefs :  as,  however,  no  dccifivc 
meafures  have  yet  been  adopted  for  a  new 
territorial  Jivijwn^  the  change  will  operate  ii^ 
a  very  fmaU  degree  on  any  part  of  the  Work, 

As  to  the  drefs  in  which  the  compofitiOQ 

appears,  it  remains  only  to  obferye,  that  fim- 

a  plicity 


(    Vu    ) 

plidty  of  narration  has  been  preferred  to  ^ 
fiudied  ftyle  of  di^ion,  becaufe  it  was  con* 
peiyed  to  be  better  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of 
imprinting  hiftorical  fefts  upon  the  memory^ 
l^t  is  only  hoped,  that  what  is  wanting  in  oma* 
iment  >f ill  be  compenfated  by  fidelity. 

It  may  be  permitted,  perhaps,  to  fay,  thaf 
the  labour  which  the  Compiler  has  under* 
gone  has  been  confiderable ;  and  if  fome  un- 
important errors  be  met  with  in  the  Work,  as 
it  is  fubmitted  with  deference,  he  fhall  bow 
to  corre<^ion,  though  he  folicits  iiidulgence* 


London, 
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rNTR  0  D  U  CTXOif. 


SECT*    L 

BaUNDAKlES  ANC   KXtEKX*  -    .^^  ■ 

THIS  countty,  at  prefent  fo  intercfting  to 
every  contemplative  mind,  is  lituated  be- 
tween 1 6  and  34  degrees  of  £.  lotigitude^  aadbe-^ 
tween  46  and  57  N.  latitude. 

In  ita  origmai  undivided  ftate,  the  kingdom  o£ 
Poland  (anciently  called  Samiatia),  with  the 
great  duchy  of  Lithuania  annexed,  was  bounded 
on  the  North  by  Livonia,  Mufcovy,  and  ^e 
Baltic  fca;  op  the  Eaft  by  Mufcovy;  on  the 
South  by  Hui^gwy^  Xiwkey^  mi  IMs  Twtery ;; 

.3  and 


1  filWORY  OT  p6lAN0. 

and  on  the  Weil  by  Pomerania,  Brandcnburgh^ 
Sileiia,  and  Moraviai. 

It  was  then  divided  into  provinces,  and  thofe 
tgain  fubdivided  into  palatinates^  as  follow ;  viz. 


frlMHcH  ♦. 


J*  Gmt    Polaikly 
the  Weft. 


Sandomir 
Ltiblin 


TalatinaUs  *. 

KalUts 

Brfeft         ^cortiprehend- 

WUdiflaw  yyag  Cujavia 

Dobmn 

Plotzko 

Raws 

Lenxics 

SieradK 

.InowWt 

'Cracow 


'\  l^omeranhi 


In.  PruiTia  Royal,  K. 
Weft  of  the  Wetfet» 
or  Viftulai  moft  of 
ic  fubjea  to  Poland. 


IV.  PrufliaAical,Eaft 
of  the  Viftula,  fub- 
}(A  to  the  King  of 
Prui&a. 


y 


PoGiA 

Kallif  t,  Gnefna^E^Lon^ 

i8.  N.  Lat.53. 
BrCeft 
WladiOaw 
» Dobmn 
Plotsiko 
Rawa 
Lenaits 
Siefadi 
Inowlodz 


}CfiicoWf  E.Laag.  19.  yo* 
N.  Lat.  so. 
Sandomir 
Lubliu 


Dantzicy  a  free  city  irn<^ 
der  the  protedion  of 
Pobndy  E.  Lon.  x8. 
39.  K.  Lac.  54^  t%, 

Elbing 

Marienburg 

Culm 
.Thom 


{Koningfbeig^   E.  ton^ 
ai.  N.  Lat.  54.40.. 
Menid 


^  In  the  orthography  of  the  names  of  places^  the  Map  of  Polund 
by  Thomas  Kitchin»  fen.  appended  to  Mr.  Coxe's  Travels,  has 
generally  been  followed,  which  in  many  inftailces  varies  materi- 
My  from  thofe  of  Salmon  and  Guthrie.  The  reafon  of  this  pir« 
ference«  however,  will  be  obvious  to  thofe  who  confider  the  two 
latter  as  mere  compilations  (though  very  Ufefulones),  and  the  lat- 
ter d%  the  work  of  a  lettered  traveller.  The  account,  tOo,  which 
Mr.  C.  gives  of  his  map  attaches  a  degree  of  credit  to  it,  that 
c^ims  ourrefpe^:  "It  is  (fays  he)  taken  ptincipally  from  the 
General  Map  of  that  country  pubiiihed  at  V^Tariaw,  by  which 
the  limits  of  the  difmembered  provinces  were  at  iirft  regulated  ; 
and  from  the  particular  maps  publi(hed  in  Kuflia^  Aullriai  and 
Pniffiti  aiceiuming  the  refpc^ive  boundaries**' 


V.Sa^ 


HlSTOAY   <JP  POIAKD. 


Tr<nnnees,  PalatinoNu  - 

V.  Samogitia^ North    \— .        -^        -^ 

•Viliu 


Vn.  Lithiiaikia,Noxth  > 
Eaft.  < 


BraOaw 
Polotik 

TiY>ki 

Minik 

Micidaff 

.Novog^rodck 


X.  Fblefia, 
middie. 


rChdm 


XJ.  Red  RuflSa,  South  rS!^" 

Weft  1  "^'^^ 

L  Lembur)^  or  Leopold 

XIL  Podolia;     Sottth  r  Upper  Podolia 
Eaft.  \  Lower  Podolia 

XIIL  Volhinia,  Sooth  r  Upper  Volhinia 
Eaft.  \  Lower  Volbinia 


ekitfCitia. 

{Roiienie 
Micdnilci 

J  Goldingen 
|MitUw 

Vilnay  E.  Longi  Sf.  >i;* 

BraOaw 
Folotik 
►VitepOL  . 
Trokiy  Grodno 
Minlk  . 
Miciflaff 
NovugroddL 

(War&w,£.LoQK.fti.|« 
Lat.  5*.  15. 
Cierik 
Novognxl 

/Bidik 

|BiHetflL* 

{Chelm 
BdtK 
Lembnigy  or  Leopold 

}Kaiiuniec 
Bratalaw 

}Luko 
Bialgorai 


Thus  the  coutitry  flood  divided  prior  to  the 
difihemberment  and  partition  by  Ruifia  and 
Pruflla  in  1772. 

By  a  inanifefto  publifhed  Match  25^  17931 
however,  it  underwent  another  excifion,  and  the 
following  table  will  exhibit  pretty  accurately  its 
ppefent  ftate  (June  1794). 

*  As  one  inftanoe  out  of  many  of  the  difcordant  ortfaogrsiphy 
before  alluded  to^  the  place  which  is  thna  d^^Mted  in  Mr.  woxe^a 
Map  is  by  Salmon  (and  by  the  Compiler  ofCuthrie'i  Crammar* 
probably  from  him)  fpelt  Br^. 

B  a  Pkwda^i 


UxiTQir  00  totJk^n. 


.^  ^  {'' ' 


Provinoe^ 


Miles  in 


Miles  in 
Breadth. 


Square 
Miles. 


Chief  Cities^ 


Great  Poland'/anrfex-  > 
ed  to  Pruffia.  J 

little  Poland,  chrcfly  *1 
fufojedlt'  to  Auftria.  J 

Phiflia  Royal/  (uU-  1 
jca  to  Pruflta.      j 

l^amogitia,  remauu  X 
to  tkt  Cr&um  of  > 
Poland.  i 

Coarland,  fubjeA  to  1 

ftat-l 

fcfled  by  RuflTa.  J 
Mafovia,  remains  /#  i 

the  Crovm  of  Po»  > 

land,  i 

Plodolachia,  remains\ 

to  Poland,  J 

Polc(ia,  great  port  ta-  *l 

ken  by  RufTta  / 
Red  Ruflia,  chiefly -1 

fubjedt  to  Auftria.  J 
Podolia,  annexed  Co\ 

Ruflia.  / 

VoUiioiSy  pan  an-^ 

^xed  to  Ruflia.   J 


Ruflia. 
Lithuania^the  great- 
eft  part  now 


2oS 

174 
333 

133 
i86 
23* 
360 
305 


180 
130 

X04 

80 
310 

90 

4* 

185 
120 


18,000 
6,400 

%90Q0 

64,800 
8>4oo 


Gnefna 


Cracow 


{0antsic 
Thorn,  and 
Elbing 

Rofieme 


Mittaw 

Vilnft 

Warfow 


BieliK 
Birfetik 

Lembuigy  or  LeopoftI 
KaiTi^iiw 
Luko 
22^14    Square  Mik|. 


4^QO 

14,000 
15,200 
29/^0 
25,000 


Hence  k  appears,  that  (broe  of  its  finallefl:  prc^ 
vmces  are  all  the  domains  left  to  the  unfortunate 
Wid  ^Bgwfed  kingdom  of  Polaqd,  by  tjie  mOidefl 
So4  inftgiumimpu^  fovereign^  of  Au&fv^  V^i^iSih 
and  Pruffia.    Well,  indeed,  does.tbe  poet  fty^ 

Ambitipd  is  9  luS  thi^'s  peter  quenched. 
Qrows  more  InftamM  and  madder  by  en^yiQcnt ; 

ij.   « ■     ■  ^      ..  .  •■      At diAance 

.    A  goodly  profpe^l  tempting  tp  the  view  t 
The  height  delights  us,  and  the  mountain  top 
Looks  beautiful,  becaufe  'tis  nigl\  to  heaven  f 
But  we  ne'er  thikik  bow  landv'^  tht  foundation, 
Wiat  ftoinii  will  fairtter,  and  wbai  tempefts  (bike  ui. 


Apsf^ 


H?STOItY   or   POLJCNB^  ij 

A  paflBl^  in  oUr  immoital  Shakei^Mstre  too 
contains  a  jufl  fentiment,  an<}  may  be  ftfopbitie 
in  the  inftance  before  us  : 

Ambition's  lilce  a  circle  or  the  water. 

Which  never  ceafis  to  enlarge  it/elf  f 

Tdi  fy  broad ffnading  it  dijpetfe  fo  nought.  HlN,  VI, 


SECT.      tt. 


It  I  VERS. 


The  principal  rivers  of  Poland  are* 

1.  TheDuna  (orDwina),  which  rifes  in  Lithu^ 
ania,  and,  rtinning  weft,  divides  Poland  from  Li- 
vonia, falling  into  the  Baltic  below  Riga. 

2.  The  Viftula  (or  Weifel),  which  riling  in  the 
ibuth  of  Silefia,  runs  eaft  into  Poland,  pafles'  by 
CracoW;  turns  north,  and  harving  vifited  WarlafVv', 
falls  into  the  Baltic  at  Danntzic  by  feveral  dian« 
pds,  rcceiymg  the  Bog  above  Plotzko. 

3.  The  Warta,  which  rtins  from  eaft  to  weft, 
and  falls  into  the  Oder  at  Kuflrin. 

4.  The  Wilia,  which  riling  in  the  eaft  of  Li- 
thuania, runs  weft  by  Vilna,  and,  having  recei- 
ved  the  Bereozina^  (or  Ruls)  falls  into  the  Baltic 
near  MemcJ. 

5.  The  Dnieper  (or  Boryfthenes),  which  riling 
in  the  province  of  Molcow,  runs  weft  into  Po- 
land, and,  turning  fouth,  enters  Mufcovy  again 
at  Kiof ;  then,  continuing  its  courfe  foiith-caft, 
falfe  into  the  Euxine  Sea  at  Otchakof  (or  Ocia- 
kow),  having  recerired  the  ifrzypiec  in  its  palTage, 

$.  The  Bog,  Which,  tifing  in  Vdlhinia,  ruM 
fbuth-ealt  through  Podolia,  and  falls  into  the 
t)nieper  above  Otchakof.  -  \ 

7.  The  Dniefter,  which  rife^  in  Red  Ruflia, 
jrupning  fouth-eaft,  divides  Poland  fibm  Turke}V 
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and  having  pafied  by  Bender^  falls  into  the  Eux-. 
ine  Sea  at  Blalgorod. 


SECT,    III. 

There  are  two  conliderabk  lakes  in  Poland^ 
viz.  Goplo,  in  the  palatinate  of  Brfeil ;  and  Bir 
rals,  or,  the  White  Lake^  which  is  faid  to'  dye 
thofe  who  wafh  in  it  of  a  fwarthv  complexion. 


SECT.    IV. 


AIR,    OR   CLIMATE. 


The  air  is  cold  in  the  north,  yet  healthy ;  but 
temperate  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  As  it 
is  for  the  moft  part  an  inland  country,  the  wea- 
t)ier  is  more  fettled,  both  in  winter  and  fummer^ 
than  in  places  which  lie  near  the  fea-coail. 


SECT.    V. 
vamb;  and,  pace  of  the  country. 

Poland  is  one  large  plain,  whence  it  is  faid  tot 
have  derived  its  name ;  Pplu,  or  Pol^,  being  a 
Sclavonian  word  denpting  a  coimtry  $t  for  hunt- 
ing. The  onlv  hills,  indeed^  pf  ^^y  confequencc 
are  the  Carpathian  mountains,  by  which  it  is  di- 
vided from  pungary  and  Trapfylvania  on  the 
fouth  ;  tibere  are  alfo  fome  large  fbrefis  of  pines 
and  firs  in  Lithuania.  The  only  fea  that  bord?rat 
pn  Poland  is  the  Baltic.  *      "^ 

SECT. 


HMTORY   OF   POLAND.  .  J 

SECT.    VL 

SOIL   AND    PRODUCE. 

The  country  is  in  general  level,  and  the  foil 
fruitfiil,  efpecially  in  corn ;  hence  the  vaft  quan- 
tities of  grain  that  are  exported  thence  down  the 
Viihila  to  Dantzic,  aild  ibid  to  the  Dutch  and 
other  nations.  They  alfo  export  large  cargoes  of 
hemp,  flax,  leather,  furs,  timber,  pitch,  tar,  tur- 
pentine, hops,  wax,  pot-afh,  nitre,  and  vitriol. 

The  pailures  in  Poland,  efpecially  in  Podolla, 
are  rich  beyond  expreflion,  and  have  given  rife  to 
a  faying,  perhaps  a  little  hyperbolical,  that  one 
can  hardly  fee  the  cattle  that  graze  in  the  mea^^ 
dows. 

The  country,  particularly  about  Lithuania, 
abounds  alfo  with  mines  of.  filver,  copper,  iron, 
fait,  and  coals.  The  forefls  are  numerous,  and 
furnifh  timber  in  fuch  quantities,  that  it  is  ufually 
employed  in  houfe-building  inflead  of  bricks, 
flones,  and  tiles.  Various  kinds  of  fruit  and 
herbs,  and  fbme  grapes,  are  produced  in  Poland, 
and  are  excellent  when  properly  cultivated ;  but 
their  wine  feldom  or  never  comes  to  perfedtion. 
Poland  produces  alfo  various  kinds  of  clays  fit  for 
pipes  and  earthen  ware. 

The  water  of  many  fprings  is  boiled  into  fait. 
The  virtues  of  a  fpring  in  the  palatinate  of  Cra- 
cow, which  inCreafes  and  decreafes  with  the 
moon,  are  faid  to  be  wonderful  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  life ;  and  it  is  reported^  that  the  neigh- 
bouring inhabitants  commonly  live  to  loc,  and 
fome  of  them  to  150  years  of  age.  This  fpring  is 
inflammable,  and  by  applying  a  torch  to  it,  it 
flanv^s  like  the  fubtlefi  fpirits  of  wine.  The  flame, 
however,  dances  on  the  furface,  without  heating 
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the  water ;  and  if  negledlcd  to  be  extinguifhcd, 
which  it  may  cafily.be,  it  communicates  itfelf,  by 
fubterraneous  conduits,  to  the  roots  of  trees  in  a 
neighbouring  wood,  which  it  confumes;  and 
about  thirty-five  years  ago,  the  flames  are  faid  to 
have  lafl:ed  for  three  years  before  ttiey  could  bo 
entirely  extinguiftied  *• 


SECT,    VIL 

VEGETABLE  AND   ANIMAL   PRODITCTIONS. 

.  The  vegetable  productions  of  Poland  have  been 
already  mentioned  under  the  article  Soil,  &c« 
,  though  fome  are  peculiar  to  itfelf,  particularly  a- 
kind  of  manna  (if  it  can  be  called  a  vegetable), 
which  in  May  and  June  the  inhabitants  fweep 
into  fieves  with  the  dew,  and  it  Icrves  foe  food 
drcfled  various  ways.  A  great  quantity  of  yellow 
amber  is  frequently  dug  up  in  Lithuania,  in 
pieces  as  large  as  a  man's  fifi,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
production  of  a  refinous  pine. 

The  forefls  of  Warfovia  (or  Mafovia),  are  over- 
run with  uri,  or  buffaloes,  whofe  flelh  the  Poles 
powder,  and  efi:eem  it  an  excellent  diih.  Horfes, 
wolves,  boars,  the  glouton,  lynx,  elk,  and  deer, 
all  of  them  wild,  arc  common  in  the  Polifh  fio- 
refis  ;  and  there  is  a  fpecies  of  wild  hor&s,  afies, 
and  oxen,  of  which  the  nobility  of  the  Ukraine^ 
as  well  as  the  natives,  are  very  fond.  A  kind 
<rf  wolf,  refembling  a  hart,  with  fpots  on  his 
bdly  and  legs,  is  found  here,  and  affords  the  beft 

*  See  a  circumf^ance  of  this  kind  explained  in  **  Rudiments  Af 
fteafon,**  vol.  iii.  p.  72.  printed  for  E.  Ncwbcry,  1794.  A  book 
well  adapted  to  the  nfe  of  fchoolsi  m  it  ^unihariseft  to  juvenile 
ixunds  the  tru$  cat^fes  pf  the  v^i^us  |»l^nQniena  of  Nature, 
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furs  in  the  country  ;  but  the  elk,  which  is  com** ' 
mon  in  Poland,  as  well  as  in  fome  other  northenj 
countries,  is  a  very  extraordinary  animal.  The 
flefh  of  the  Polifh  elk  forms  the  moft  delicious 
part  of  their  greateft  feafts.  His  body  is  of  the 
deer  make^  but  much  thicker  and  longer;  the 
legs  high,  the  feet  broad,  like  a  wild  goat's.  Na-t 
turalifts  have  obierved,  that  upon  diflciSting  ai| 
elk,  there  was  found  in  its  head  fome  large  flies, 
with  its  brain  almoil  eaten  away ;  and  it  is  an  ob-- 
fervation  fufEciently  attefted,  that  in  the  large 
woods  and  wildemeffcs  of  the  north,  this  pooF 
animal  is  attacked ,  towards  the  winter  chiefly, 
by  a  larger  fort  of  flies,  that,  through  its  ears  at- 
tempt to  take  up  their  winter  quarters  in  its  head. 
This  perfecution  is  thought  to  aflre6l  the  elk  witl^ 
the  faliing-ficknefs,  by  which  means  it  is  taken, 
and  which  would  otherwife  prove  no  eafy  matter^ 
Poland  alfo  produces  a  creature  called  bohac :  it 
refembles  a  guinea-pig,  but  feems  to  be  of  the 
beaver  kind.  They  are  noted  for  digging  holes 
in  the  ground,  which  they  enter  in  October,  and 
do  not  coine  out,  except  occafionally  for  food,  till 
April  :•  they  have  feparate  apartmcpts  for  their 
provifions,  lodgings,  and  their  dead ;  and  live 
together  by  lo  or  la  in  a  herd. 

We  do  not  perceive  that  Poland  contains  any 
ipecies  of  birds  peculiar  to  itfelf ;  bat  we  are 
told  that  the  quails  there  have  green  legs,  an4 
their  flcfh  is  reckoned  to  be  unwholefome.  Li- 
thuania js  rich  in  ornithology  ;  among  the  birds 
pf  prey  are  the  eagle  and  vulture.  The  remiz^  a 
little  fpecies  of  titmoufe,  is  frequently  found  in 
thefe  parts,  and  is  famous  for  the  wondrous  ilruc- 
ture  of  its  pendent  nefl:,  formed  in  the  Ihape  of 
^  Ipng  purfe,  xfiih  amaziBjg  art. 

SECT. 
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SECT-  vm. 


POPULATION. 


Bepokb  the  partition  in  1 772  the  population  of 
Poland  was  calculated  at  14^000,000  of  inhabit- 
ants. Since  that  event,  howerer,  the  Empfcis 
having  been  iiippoied  to  have  taken  1,500,000 ; 
the  Emperor,  2,500,000 ;  and  the  King  of  Pruffia 
S6o,ooo,  dedu^  about  5,000,000  of  ibuls  from 
their  ancient  kingdom,  and  leaves  the  prefent  ef* 
timate  of  population  at  about  9,000,000*,  of 
which  the  Jev^s  cqmppfe  600,000, 


SECT.    IX, 


COMMERCE. 


Of  Poland  the  chief  exports  arc,  all  fpccies  of 
grain,  hemp,  flax,  cattle,  m^fts,  planks,  timber 
|or  ftip-buildipg,  pitch,  tar,  honey,  wax,  tallow, 
potalh,  and  leather ;  in  return  for  which  it  inv- 
ports  fcweign  wines,  cloths.  Huffs,  manuia6tured 
lilks  and  cotton,  fine  linen,  hardware,  tin,  copper, 
lilvcr  and  gold,  glais  ware,  furs,  &c.  Some  linea 
and  woollen  clotns,  lilks,  fhiffs,  camlets,  lace  and 
hardwares,  are  manufa6tured  in  the  interior  parts 
of  Poland  and  X^ithuania ;  but  commerce  is  chiefly 
confined  to  the  city  of  Dantzic,  and  pth^  port^ 
towns  on  the  Viflula  and  the  Baltic. 

From  the  various  productions  and  great  ferti- 
lity of  Poland,  its  trade  might  be  carried  to  a  con- 

•  Wc  fay,  the  frefinf  eftimate  (though  rather  inaccurately),  al- 
luding, a's  we  do,  to  the  (fate  of  the  klogdom  previous  to  iti  recentt 
difmembennent  in  1703.  We  have  no  authentic  documents^  how- 
ever, from  which  to  dcduc?  the  certain  difference. 
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iiderable  height ;  but  the  followmg  caufcs  ten<lt(i 
fuppreis  the  fpirit  of  commerce, 

I.  The  nobles  are  degraded  if  they  engage  in 
any  kind  of  traffic.  2.  The  burghers  of  the  largq 
towns  are  not  fufficiently  rich  to  eftabliih  any 
|nanufa6lures  ;  and  either  through  want  of  indufr 
try,  or  throu^  dread  of  exceffive  extortions  from 
the  principal  nobility,  leave  almoft  all  the  retail- 
trade  in  the  hands  of  foreigners  apd  Jews.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  finall  towns,  who  fire,  expofed 
to  greater  oppreflions,  are  ftill  more  difqualifiecl 
from  purfuingany  branch  of  commerce.  3.  The 
peafants  being  flaves^  and  the  property  of  their 
mafter,  cannot  retire  from  the  place  of  their  nati- 
vity without  his  confent.  John  Albert,  obferving 
"  th^t  commerce  could  never  flourifh  while  this  re- 
ibidtion  fubiifted,  enadted,  that  one  peafant  in  a 
family  fhould  be  permitted  to  quit  his  village,  ei* 
ther  for  the  purpofe  of  trade  or  literature  j  but  4 
claufe  by  which  they  were  enjoined  to  obtain  the 
confent  of  the  lord,  frullrated  the  purpofe  of  this 
excellent  law,  ai^d  rendered  it  nugatory. 

As  the  Poles  are  obliged  to  draw  from  foreign 
countries  the  greatefl  part  of  the  manufadhired 
goods  necefl^ry  for  their  interior  confumption^i 
the  fpecie  which  is  exported  exceeds  the  im- 
ported more  than  20,000,000  Polifh  florins,  or 

555>555l- 
Among  all  the  evils  fufrained  by  the  kingdom 

of  Poland  at  the  difmemberment,  no  one  was  fo 
deeply  felt  as  the  dedudtion  of  Weftern  Pruffia,  as 
by  that  meafure  the  navigation  of  the  Viftula  be- 
came entirely  dependent  on  the  Pruffian  Monarch, 
This  was  indeed  a  fatal  blow  to  the  trade  of  Po- 
land, for  Ptuffia  has  laid  fuch  heavy  duties  on  the 
merchandize  pailing  to  Dantzic,  as  greatly  to  di- 
{niniih  the  commerce  of  that  town,  and  to  transfer 

a  confi- 


1%  HfSTORT   OF   FOUiKB^ 

9  coniidcr^ble  part  of  it  to  Memel  and  Koningf- 

berg. 


SECT,    X. 

FINANCES  ANB   TAXESw 

Op  fifefe  we  are  furnifhed  with  a  pretty  clear  idc^ 
Jfrora  the  proceedings  of  the  Diet  in  1768.  The 
fiatement  briefly  taken  (and,  to  fave  the  reader 

trouble^  reduced  to  EngUih  money)  is  thns : 

Stcrfiog^ 
Crown  Trcafury  •  jf.  29  8,562    7     af 

^xpences  ^  473,611     2     2^ 

Jbkceis  of  expences  to  be  liip- 

plied  by  taxes  -  1753O48  15     0 

put  as  part  of  the  ancient  rcve- 
•    nues  muft  be  abolifhcd,  the 

new  taxes  mufi  yicl4        -       2i^4>353  '3    4 


lithnania  Treadury         -  101,295     4  10 

Expenses  r.  ^       i79j948    7  10 


Augmentation  required         -r         785653    3     4 
But  as  ibme  ancient  impofls  mtift 

be  abolished,  the  new  taxes 

inuft  yield  -  n  8,068  18    4 


By  the  difinemberment  in  177a  Poland  loft 
near  half  her  annual  income.  To  fupply  this  de-r 
ficiency  it  became  neceffary  to  new-model  and 
increafe  the  taxes. 

Sterling. 

In  1 775,  all  the  impofis  amounted  to     jf  .323,012 
I'he  neat  revenue  of  the  King  was       -     194,500 

9ut   of  which   he  only  paid  his  houlehold  ex* 

pences  and  menial  Jervants^    It  aroie  from  royal 
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dcmcfoGBf  ftvo&iesy  and  74,074!.  out  of  the;  treji^ 

SteHiBs> 

Whole  revenue  -  iC*443'93'' 

Dedudl  the  King's  revenue  -  194,500 

For  army,  ftate  officers,  and  all  charges    249,43$ 


SECT.    XL 

MILITARY    FORCE. 

The  forces  of  the  kingdom  are  all  cavalry,  and 
it  is  faid  that  Poland  can  with  eafe  raife  100,000, 
onA  lithuania  70,000  horfe ;  but  this  calculation 
mi&  certainly  be  underfiood  to  include  the  nur 
merous  vaffals  and  fervants,  who  are  obliged  to 
follow  their  lords  when  they  are  fummoned,  ^n 
fiain  of  forfeiting  their  efiates.  As  to  their  infant 
try,  they  are  generally  hired  from  Germany,  bql; 
are  Coon  difmiffed,  becauie  they  muft  be  main^ 
tained  by  extraordinary  taxes,  of  which  the  Po* 
lifh  grandees  are  by  no  means  fond.  As  to  th0 
ccdtnary  army  of  the  Poles,  it  conliiled,  in  1778^ 
of  12,310  men  in  Poland,  and  7,465  in  Lithua^ 
nia,  cantoned  into  ciown-lands. 

The  fianding  2»my  of  Poland  being  fo  inconfi^ 
derable,  the  defence  of  the  country,  in  cafe  of  in«- 
lofioD,  ia  left  to  the  gentry  at  large,  who  areaf* 
ianhlcd  by  regular  fummons  from  the  king,  with 
the  confent  of  the  diet.  Every  palatinate  is  di^ 
vidfid  into  difirifb,  over  each  of  which  proper  of- 
ficftrs  are  appointed ;  and  every  perfoa  pbfleifing 
free  and  noble  tenures  is  bound  to  military  fer*' 
Vice,  either  fingly  or  at  the  head  of  a  certain  num-r 
her  of  hU  tetain^^,  according  to  the  extent  and 
mlure  of  his  pofleffion&*    The  troops  thua  aiTem- 

bled 
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Wed  are  only  obliged  to  lerve  for  a  limited  time  i 
and  are  not  linder  the  neceffity  of  marching  be- 
yond the  limits  of  their  country-  The  mode  of  le- 
vying and  maintaining  this  army  is  exadtly  fimilar 
to  that  pra<ftifed  under  the  fetidal  fyftem'.  Though 
in  general  it  is  almoft  totally  unfit  for  the 
purposes  of  repelling  a  foteign  erieniy,  it  is  yet  a 
powerful  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  domeftic  fac- 
tion :  for  the  expedition  with  which  it  is  raifed 
under  the  feudal  regulations,  facilitates  the  forma- 
tion of  thofe  dangerous  confederacies j  which  fud- 
denly  ftart  up  oh  the  contelled  election  of  a  fo- 
▼ereign,  or  whenever  the  liobles  are  at  variance 
with  each  other/ 

There  are  two  forts  of  confederacies.  The  firft 
are  thofe  formed  with  the  confent  of  the  king,  fe- 
nate,  or  equeftrian  order,  aifembled  in  the  diet  r 
by  which  the  whole  nation  confederates  for  the 
good  of  the  country.  The  fecond  are  the  confe- 
deracies of  the  feveral  palatinates,  which  unite  for 
the  purpofe  of  redreffing  any  grievances,  or  re-? 
monflrating  againft  encroachments  of  the  fove- 
teign  powen  Thefe  may  be  particular,  or  gene- 
ral, and  arc  ufually  the  forerunners  of  a  civil  war.- 
The  general  confederacy,  T^hich  is  always  in  op-» 
jjofition  to  the  king,  is  called  Rokoz,  and  is 
formed  by  the  union  of  the  particular  confedera- 
cies. 

As  every  Polifh  gentleman  has  a  right  to  main- 
tain as  many  troops  as  he  chufes>  it  may  cafily  be 
conceived,  that  each  palatinate  is  the  fcene  of. 
occalional  dilputes  and  petty  contentions  between 
the  principal  nobles,  and  fometimes  even  between 
their  refp^tive  retainers.  In  fuch  a  dreadful  ftat^ 
of  anarchy,  it  is  a  wonder  that  the  whole  king-^ 
dom  is  not  a  perpetual  fcene  of  endlefs  comnao* 
tion^  and  that  the  nation  is  compofcd  of  tittf 

tking 
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thing  elfe  but  lawlefs  banditti.  It  redounds,  there-* 
lore,  greatly  to  the  honour  of  the  natural  diipoli- 
tion  of  the  Poles,  that  amid  all  thefe  incentives  to 
confufion,  a  much  greater  d^ee  of  tranquillity^ 
thsm  could  be  well  expedled,  is  maintauned. 

The  empreis  of  RufHa  keeps  in  the  country 
lo^ooo  foldiers,  and  every  garrifon  is  composed 
of  Ruffians  and  natives;  looo  of  the  former  are 
Rationed  at  Wariaw  *.  Thefe  hold  the  nobles  in 
fubje&ion,  and  the  king  himfdf  is  little  more  than 
a  viceroy,  while  the  Ruffian  ambailador  regulates 
the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  under  the  dire(9ion  of 
his  court.  The  pofpolite  coniifts  of  all  the  nobi- 
lity of  the  kingdom  and  their  followers,  excepting 
the  chancellor,  and  the  ilarofts  of  frontier  places  ; 
and  may  be  called  by  the  king  into  the  field 
upon  extraordinary  oocafions ;  but  he  cannot  keep 
them  above  fix  weeks  in  arms,  ndther  are  they 
obliged  to  march  above  three  leagues  out  of  the 
kingdom. 

'Hie  Polifh  huflars  are  the  finefl  and  mofl: 
fhewy  body  of  cavalry  in  Europe ;  next  to  them  are 
the  pancerns ;  and  both  thofe  bodies  wear  defenfive 
armouf  of  coats  of  mail  and  iron  caps.  The  tc&  of 
their  cavalry  are  armed  with  mufkets  and  heavy 
fcymetars.  After  all  that  has  been  faid,  however,, 
the  Polifh  cavalry  are  extremely  inefficient  in  the 
field ;  for  though  the  men  are  brave,  and  their 
horfes  excellent,  they  are  fhangers  to  all  difcipline  ; 
and  when  drawn  out,  notwithflanding  all  the  au- 
thority their  crown-generals,  their  o£er  officers, 
and  even  the  king  himfelf,  have  over  them,  they 
are  oppreffive  and  deflrudtive  to  the  court*  It  is 
.certain,  notwithflanding,  that  tlie  Poles  may  be 

*  The  Reader  will  perceitre  that  all  our  accounts  are  retrofpec- 
iive,  and  dcfcribe  Poland  as  it  was  preyiouS  to  the  exiting  inva- 
Son. 

rendered 
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rendered  excellent  troaps  by  difcipUne,  and  thdt 
on  various  occalions^  particularly  under  JohnSo- 
bieiki,  they  made  as  great  a  figure  in  arms  as  any 
people  in  Europe,  and  proved  the  bulwark  of 
Chriftendom  againA  the-  infidels.  It  did  not  fuit 
the  Saxon  princes,  who  fuccecded  that  hero,  to 
encourage  a  martial  (pint  in  the  Poles,  whom 
they  perpetually  overawed  with  their  elcdtoral 
troops ;  nor  indeed  to  introduce  any  reformation 
among  them,  either  civil  or  military ;  the  effe<9:s 
of  which  condu6t  have  been  fince  fevcrely  felt  i» 
that  country. 


SECT/    XIL 

'    A^MS   OP   THE   KINGDOM* 

The  annaa  of  Poland  arc  quarterly,  la  the  firflr 
and  fourth  Guks  an  Eagle  Argent^  crowned  and 
armed  Or^  for  Poland.  In  the  fecond  and  third 
Guks  a  cavalier  armed  cap-a-pee  Argent ;  in  the 
^xter  hand  a  naked  fword  of  the  fame }  in  the 
linificr  a  Ihield  Azure,  charged  with  a  bearded 
croisy  Or,  mounted  oj^  a  courfer  of  the  fecond, 
barbed  of  the  third,  and  neiled  of  the  fourth,  for 
Lithmnk'  For  the.  Creft  a  Crown,  heightened 
with  eight  Flcurets,  and  clofe  with  four  demi- 
circles,  ending  with  a  Monde,  Or.  The  motto» 
Hohentfrn  fidera  Reges. 

in  }  ■ 

SECT.    XIII. 

TITLB5   OF   THE   KING. 

Kmo  of  Poland,  Great  Duke  of  LithuaBii^ 
Dul;e.  of  Ruffia^  Pruflia,  Mafavia,  Samogitia, 
Kioyia,  Vglhink, 'PodoU^,  Podolachia,  Livonia, 
Smolenlkpf  Severia^.  and  Czeniikovia. 

SECT. 
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SECT;     XIV. 
Orders  of  KNiGHtttooD; 

The  Order  of  the  fThite  Eagle  was  firft  iftftifu* 
ted  by  Ladiflaiis  in  1325,  but  revived  by  AuguP' 
tus  I.  in  1 705  i  to  attach  to  him  fomc  of  the  Polifh 
nobles  who,  he  feared,  were,  inclined  to  Staniflaus^ 
his  competitor  :  it  was  conferred  alio  on  the  czar 
Peter  the  Great  of  Pruffia.  The.prefent  king  in- 
itituted  the  "  order  of  Sh  Stani/lauSy\  foon  after 
his  ele6lion  to  the  croyrn  in  1765.  The  badge  is 
a  gold  cro&  ebamelled  red,  and  oti  the  Center  of 
it  is  a  medallion  with  the  image  of  St.  Staniflaus^ 
enamelled  in  proper  colours.  It  is  worn  pendent 
to  a  red  riband  ended  with  white.  The  ftar  of 
the  order  is  lilver,  and  in  the  center  is  a  cypher  of 
S.  A.  R.  (StaniflauS  Auguftu^  Rex)  encircled  with 
the  inotto  "  Premiando  incitat'^ 


SECT.    XV. 

COINS. 

¥hb  value  in  Sterling  money  i 

3fthe 

\  , 

c 

S. 

d. 

Florin  of  Poland  i«                 - 

6 

I 

a 

Rix-dollar 

0 

3 

6 

Ducat                -                • 

0* 

0 

9 

4 

Ftederiii 

0 

17 

6 

SECT.    XVI. 

tZMOvky  MANNERS,    DRBSS>    CUSTOMS,    AN0 
DIVBRSIOKS. 

TftE  perfons  of  the  Poles  are  in  genetal  very 
hoble,  their  complexions  £ttr,  and  theic  Ihapei 
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^11  propbrtioned.  They  have  been  long  celi^ 
prated  for  their  coumge^  then*  ftrengtb,  and  their 
longevity;  na  country  in  the  world  affording 
more  extraordinary  proofs  of  bodily  vigour^,  and 
an  uninterrupted  flow  of  health,  which  are  juitly 
^icribed  to  the  temperature  of  the  climate,  the 
traoiperaiice  of  the  people,  and  their  conflant  ha-^ 
bit  m  manly  exercifes*  Hie  continual  ule  of  the 
cold-bath,  even  in  the  coldeft  parts  of  Poland,  i9 
fhppofed  likewife  to  contribute  greatly  to  that 
mi^cular  ilrength  for  which  they  are  fo  remarka- 
ble. The  nobility  are  open,  affsDble,  liberal,  and. 
^^table ;  polite  to  Grangers,  rigid  to  their  d&- 
pendents^  pun6Vilious  in  points  of  honour,  vain, 
oftentatious,  and  magnificent  in  their  apparel^ equi- 
pages, and  living,  though  even  their  magnificence^ 
favours  fbrongly  of  barbarifm.  They  are  early 
fekiated  in  letters^  ^ak  Latin  with  fluency,  but 
Seldom  make  any  progrefs  in  matters  of  taile  or 
icience.  Paflionately  fond  of  liberty,  the  Pole* 
live  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  fervitude  to  their  avk- 
irice,  their  profufion^  and  their  neceflities,  whereby 
they  are  rendered  the  in^imous  peniioners  of  fo- 
i^ign  flates,  the  creatures  of  their  own  monarchs^ 
or  the  hirehng  tools  of  fome  political  fadlion* 
Their  political  confiitution  has  been  the  fburce  of 
eontinual  misfortunes ;  yet  are  they  attached  to  it 
to  a  degree  of  enthufiafin,  and  efpecially  thofe 
parts  which  produce  the  greatefl  inconvenieucies', 
Poor  in  the  midft  of  a  fertile  country,  they  abhor 
the  notion  of  improving  their  circumftances  by 
trade,  and  are  the  only  nation  in  the  world  wha 
liavc  provided  by  law  againfl  railing  a  maritime 
power.  Prodigality  and  debauchery  are  not  to^ 
puted  vices  among  this  martial  nobility:  tftey 
l)orrow  without  intention  of  paying,  with  thic 
^une  freedom  they  fquander.    Condant  in  their 

fricndi- 
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Iriendfhips,  bitter  in  their  enmities,  open  to  impo* 
iition,  unrufpicious,  opinionated,  and  hauglity^ 
their  only  care  is  to  diitinguifh  thenifelves  in  arms^ 
in  finery,  Equipage,  and  Iplendor.  As  t6  the  vul^ 
gar,  they  are,  generally  Ipeaking,  ihean>  mer- 
tenary>  ignorant,  indolent,  and  indigeiit. 

The  following  character  of  the  Poles,  by  the  late 
king  of  Pruffia,  is  riot  much  exaggerated  :  *^  Po- 
land is  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  anarchy.  The  great 
tamilies  have  all  of  them  lepardte  ihterefl^,  and  all 
preferring  themfelves  to  their  country,  they  agree 
bnly  in  feverity  towards  their  vaflals,  whotii  they 
treat  mdre  like  beafts  than  human  creitures.— ^ 
The  Poles  are  vain,  infolent  in  good  fortune,  fer- 
Vil^  in  adverfity ;  they  Aick  at  nothing  to  dmafs 
hidney^  Which>  having  obtained  unjuftly,  thay 
Q)end  it  prodigally  ;  as  fickle  in  their  judgments 
as  fnvoldus  in  their  taftesj  their  meilfurcs  are 
adopted  capricioufly,  and  abandoned  without  rea- 
fon.  The  unfteadinefs  of  their  charadters  is  con- 
tinually plunging  them  into  difficulties. — ^They. 
have  laws,  but  no  one  obferves  them,  for  want  of 
coercive  authority.'* 

The  (Common  mode  of  falute  in  this  country  is 
to  Incline  the  head,  and  to  ftrike  the  breaft  with 
one  of  the  hands,  while  they  ftrctch  the  other  to- 
Vvard  the  ground ;  but  when  a  common  perfon 
meets  a  fupirior,  he  bows  his  head  almofl  to  the 
l^rth,  waving  at  the  lame  time  his  hand,  with 
Which  he  touches  the  bottom  of  the  leg,  near  the 
heel,  of  the  perfon  to  Vhom  he  pays  his  obedience. 
The  Poles  ihave  their  heads,  leaving  only  i  circle 
bf  hair  upon  the  crown,  and  men  of  all  ranks  ge-^ 
ncrally  wear  large  whilkers  *.     They  wear  alfo  A 

^  A  Germai\  hirtonan  (Marcoit)  remarks,  that  the  inannier  id 
%hu;b  the  Pples  wear  their  hair  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  moft  an- 
cient takei^  ^  their  origin.    So  early  a$  the  fifth  cientuiy  fom^ 

G  a  iuttion% 
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vefi  which  reaches  down  to  the  middle  of  the  leg*^ 
and  a  kind  of  gown  over  it  lined  with  fur,  and 
girded  with  a  fafh  ;  but  the  fleeves  fit  as  clofe  to' 
their  arms  as  a  Waiftcoait.  Their  breeches  arc 
wide,  and  make  but  one  piece  with  their  ftockings  ; 
they  wear  a  fuf  cap  or  bonnet ;  their  Ihirts  are 
wimout  collar  or  wriftbands,  and  they  wear  nei- 
ther ftock  nor  neckcloth.  In  place  of  Ihoes  thej 
wear  yellow  Turkey-leather  bu(kins>  with  thin 
foles,  and  deep  heels  plated  with  iron  or  fleel> 
and  bent  like  a  half  moon-  The  fummer  drefs  of 
the  peafants  confifts  of  nothing  but  a  fliirt  and 
drawers  of  coarfe  cloth,  without  Ihoes  or  ftock- 
ings, with  round  caps  or  hats;  in  winter  they 
wear  a  fheep'^s  Ikin,  with  the  wool  inwards.  The 
women  of  the  lower  clafs  wear  on  their  heads  a 
wrapper  of  white  linen,  under  which  their  hair  is 
braided,  and  hangs  down  in  two  plaits.  Many 
of  them  have  a  long  piece  of  white  linen  hanging 
tound  the  fide  of  their  faces,  and  covering  their 
bodies  below  their  knees  ;  which  Angular  kind  of 
veil  makes  them  look  as  if  they  were  doing  pe- 
nance. In  the  diflrift  of  Samogitia  the  peculiar 
care  they  have  of  their  daughters  induce  .the  wo- 
men to  make  them  wear  little  bells,  before  and 
behind,  to  give  notice  where  (hey  are.  The  drefe 
oi^the  higher  orders  of  both  fexes  is  uncommonly 
elegant.  That  of  the  gentlemen  is  a  waiftcoat 
wim  fleeves,  over  which  they  wear  an  upper  robe 
of  a  different  colour,  which  reaches  down  below 
the  knee,  and  is  fattened  round  the  waift  with  a 
fefh  or  girdle  ;  the  fleeves  of  this  upper  garmei^ 

nations,  who  were  compreh^hded  under  the  natme  of  Scythians^ 
had  the  fame  cuftoni.  For  Prifcus  Rhaetoo  who  accompanied 
Maximus  in  his  embafly  from  Theodofius  II.  to  the  court  of 
Attila,  defcribes  a  Scythian  lord^  whofe  head  was  Ihaved  in  a  cir- 
cular form  (capite  in  rotundum  rafo)^  a  mode  pcrfeftly  fimlUrr  to  the 
prefent  fafhion  in  Poland, 

'     •  are 


HISTO&T    OF   POLAK0.  m 

are  in  warm  weather  tied  behind  the  fhoulders. 
A  fabre^  or  cutiafs^  is  a  neceflary  part  of  theiir 
drefs  as  a  mark  of  nobility.  In  fummer  the  robe, 
&:c.  is  of  filk';  in  winter  they  wear  iables,  or  the 
ikins  of  tygers,  leopards,  &c-  or  velvet  or  ihiff 
edged  with  fur.  When  they  appear  on  horfe* 
back,  they  wear  over  all  a  fhort  cloak,  which  is 
commonly*  covered  with  furs  both  within  ftnd 
without.  On  the  whole,  we  muft  pronounce  tho 
drefs  of  the  Poles  to  be  pidhirefque  and  majeftic. 

Their  diverlions  are  warlike  and  manly  j  vault-* 
ing,  dancing,  and  riding  the  great  horfe,  hunting, 
fkaiting,  bull  and  bear  baiting.  They  ufually 
travel  on  horfeback ;  a  Polifh  gentleman  will  not 
travel  a  ftone*s  throw  without  his  horfe,  and  they 
are  fo  hardy,  that  they  will  flecp  upon  the  ground^ 
without  any  bed  or  covering,  in  froft  and  fnow. 
The  Poles  never  live  above  flairs,  and  their  apart- 
ments are  not  united  :  the  kitchen  is  on  one  fide, 
the  flable  on  amother,  the  dwelling-houie  on  the 
third,  and  the  gate  in  the  front*  They  content 
themfelves  with  a  few  fmall  beds,  and  if  any  lodge 
at  their  houfes,  they  muft  carry  their  bedding  with 
them.  When  they  lit  down  to  dinner  or  fupper, 
they  have  their  trumpets  and  other  mufio  playing, 
and  a  number  of  gentlemen  to  wait  on  than  at 
table,  all  ierving  with  the  mofl  profound  rcfpe6t ; 
for  the  niobles  who  ar^  poqr  frequently  find  . 
themfelves  under  the  neceffity  of  Ierving  ihofq 
who  are  rich ;  but  their  patron  ufually  treats  them 
with  civility,  and  pennits  the  ^Idef^  to  ^t  with 
him  at  his  table,  with  his  cap  oiTj  and  every  one 
of  them  has  his  pea&nt  boy  to  wait  on  him,  main-' 
tained  by  the  mafler  of  the  family.  At  an  enter-^ 
tainment,  the  Poles  lay  neither  knives,  forks,  nov 
ipoons,  but  pvety  gudi  brings  them  with  him ; 
^id  they  no  foQuei:  fit  down  to  table  than  all  the 
C  3  door^ 
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doors  are  fhut^  and  not  opened  again  till  the  oom^ 
pany  return  home.  It  is  ufual  ^r  a  nqbleniaii  tQ 
give  his  fervant  part  qf  his  meat,  which  he  €3^  a^ 
he  ftands  behind  him,  ^nd  to  let  him  drink  put 
of  the  fame  cup  with  himfelf :  but  this  1$  ^e  lei^ 
extraordin^,  if  it  be  coniidered  that  theie  fer^^ 
vants  are  efteen^ed  hi^  equals*  Bumpers  ^re  much 
in  fafhion  both  here  and  in  Ruflia;  nor  wil^ 
they  eafily  excufe  any  perfon  from  pl^dgmg  them. 
With  refpe^t  to  the  grandeur  ar^d  equipage  of 
the  Polifh  nobility,  the  reader  may  figure  to  him-r 
felf  an  idea  of  all  that  is  faftidious,  cerenionipus, 
6xpenfive,  and  Ihewy  in  life,  to  haye  ^y  con-, 
ception  of  their  way  of  living.  ThCT  carry  th^ 
pomp  of  their  attendance,  when  they  appear 
abroad,  even  to  ridicule ;  for  it  is  not  unufual  tq 
fee  the  lady  of  a  Polifh  grandee,  beiides  a  coach 
and  fix,  with  a  great  number  of  fervants,  attended 
by  an  old  gentleman  uiher,  an  old  gentlewoman 
for  her  governante,  and  a  dwarf  of  each  icx  to 
hold  up  ner  train  ;  and  if  it  be  night,  her  coach  i^ 
furrounded  by  a  great  number  pf  flambeaux. 
The  figure  of  their  pomp,  howcyer,  is  propor- 
tioned to  their  eftates ;  but  each  perfon  goes  as  faf. 
as  his  income  can  afford. 
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RELIGIpN. 

The  eltablifhcd  religion  of  the  country  i$  Por 
per},  and  to  this  perfuafiqn  the  nobler,  an^  the 
great  bojdy  of  thp  people,  are  flrongly  attached* 
The  number  of  Protefiants,  however,  Lt^heraa 
and  Galvinii^s,  in  the  repuhilic,  particularly  in  the 
trading  towns  near  the  Baltic,  i$  v^ery  cx>nfider* 
able.    When  thofc  fedts  are  joiooi  to<  die  6.redk 

c^lurph, 


HISTORY   m  K>LA^]#.  SJ 

<liurch,  the  whole  are  called  DiiSdents,  The  re- 
public tolerate  every  religion  but  Proteftants,  for 
lithuania  contains  a  multitude  of  Mahometam 
'Tartars,  of  Jews,  andperfons  of  the  Greek  reli- 
gion, wfeo  ate  feldom  or  never  difturbed  on  ac- 
count of  their  feveral  perfuafions.  The  nationa). 
inveteracy  to  the  Protefrant  do(5lrines,  howevcf^ 
has  frequently  called  forth  remonftrances  and  re-^- 
ftridions.  The  treaty  of  Oliva,  condudod  ijql 
1 66b,  tolerated  the  Diflidents,  and  wgs  g^Bxnn^ 
teed  by  the  principal  pollers  in  Europe ;  but  this 
was  fo  difregarded  by  t!ie  Poles,  that  in  the  year 
1724  they  made  a  public  maflTacre  of  jlhe  Protef- 
4ants  at  Thorn.  ThQ  moQaftcrics  in  Poland  are 
faid  to  be  576^  the  nunneries  117,  belides  246 
feminaries  or  colleges,  and  31  abbeyi.  The  prin^ 
dples  of  So€iniani]fm  n^ade  st  very  early  and  conli- 
iderable  progrefs  in  this  country.  A  tranflation  of 
the  Bible  into  the  Polifh  language  wa«  publifhed  m 
1572  ;  and  two  years  after,  under  the  dtredtion  of 
the  fame  perfons^  the  catechifm,  or  tonfeflion  of 
the  Umtarians,  was  publifhed  at  Cracow.  The 
.labilities  and  writings  of  Socinus  greatly  contribu- 
ted to  the  e^niive  propagation  of  hi&  opinions ; 
but  though  die  Socinians  in  Poland  have  been  very 
numerous^  tl^ey  have  at  difFeremt  times  been  greatly 
periecuted.  However,  it  was  lately  refolved  be- 
tween the  republic  and  partitioning  powers,  thai 
all  Diffidents  <hould  henceforth  enjoy  the  free  ex- 
erciie  of  their  religion,  though  to  continue  ex- 
cluded from  the  diet,  the  iepate,  and  the  perma^ 
Dent  council.  Theytre  to  have  churches,  but 
without  bells  ;  &lfo  fchopU  ajid  feminaries  pf  their 
own ;  they  are  capable  of  fitting  in  the  inferior 
courts  of  ju^ice,  and  three  pf  their  communion 
arc  admitted  as  aiTeiibrs  in  the  tribupal  to  receive 
wpe^s  m  religjpn. 

C4  SECT. 
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SECT.    XVIII. 

ARCHBISHOPRICS  AND    BISHOPRICS. 

There  are  but  t\Vp  archbilhoprjcs,  that  is  tq 
fay,  Gnefna  and  Lemburg.  The  archbiflipp  of 
Griefna  is  always  a  cardin^^  and  primate  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  during  an  interregnum,  or  in  the 
king's  abfence,  lie  is  regent.  The  bifhoprics  are^ 
thofe  of  Pplna,  Vilpa,  CracoW;^  Culn^,  Kamoflow, 
Window,  Miedniki,  Plotfko,  Letlko,  Coimem- 
fee,  Poflenburg,  Premiflaw^  and  Kaminiec.  AU 
thefe  bifhops,  particularly  the  bifhop  of  C^jticow, 
enjoy  great  privileges  and  immunities. 


SECT.    XIX. 

LANGUAGE. 

The  proper  language  of  Poland  is  the  Sclavo^^ 
nian,  but  intermixed  with  th^  High  Dutch.  In 
Lithuania,  the  language  differs  much  from  that 
pf  the  other  provinces.  But  in  general  it  is 
rendered  extremely  harfh  and  inharmonious  from 
the  'abundance  of  confonants  employed  in  it,  fome 
of  the  words  having  no  vowels  at  all  *.  Latin  ia 
generally  underftood  and  Ipoken  by  the  meaneft 
people -f-.     In  the  provinces  bordering  on  Ruilia 

*  The  Pater-nofter  in  the  Polifli  language  i$  of  the  (oUowing 
tenor:   '  •    .     .  ....  ^ 

Oycze  nasf,  ktorys  na  niebiofach ;  niech  (le  fwieci  inMe  twoie ; 
niech  przyidzie'  kroleiitwo  twoie ;  niech  bedzie  wola  twyia  jacko^ 
y  w  niebietak'y  na  ziemi;  chleba  naflego  powfTedniego  day  nani' 
dziflia ;  yodpufc  nam  nafli  winy,  jako  y  my  odpufc  zamy  nalfynd^ 
winowaycom;  ynie  wwodz  nas  pokuftenie ;  ale  nas  wybaw  ode' 
idlago';  abowieni  twoie  jeft  kioleftwo  y  mot  e  chwala  na  wieku' 
Amen.  '     ' .      -    •      , 

t  <«  I  had  (fays  Mr.  Coxe)  ieveral  opportunities  of  remarking 
thc,prcvalchcy  of  the  Latin  tongue  iii  Poland  ^  when  I  vi/ited  the* 
pnfonsy  I  convcrfed  in  that  languag'e  With  a  common  foldier,  who 
JLood  guard  at  the  enuance :  he  fpoke  it  with  great  fluency.*' 

•"'"''  anc^ 
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mn4  Germany  the  languages  pf  thpfe  countries  ^e 
^ell  underilood. 


SECT.    XX, 


STATE   OF    LEARNING. 


Though  Copernicus,  the  great  reftorer  of  tho 
Pythagorean,  or  true  agronomical  fyftem,  Vorf? 
tins,  and  fomc  other  learned  n^ep,  were  natives 
of  Poland  *,  yet,  from  the  nature  of  the  govern- 
ment, learning  has  in  no  period  been  very  widely 
iiiffiifed  in  this  country.  No  kingdom,  however, 
can  boaft  a  more  regular  fucccflion  of  excellent 
hiftorians,  or  a  greater  variety  of  writers  deeply 
converlant  in  the  laws,  llatutes,  and  conftitution. 
Under  Sigifmond  I.  and  his  fon  Sigifmond  Augufr 
tus,  the  arts  and  fciences  were  greatly  diftinr 
guilhed  by  royal  patronage  ;  they  were  alfo  che- 
riihed  by  fome  fucceeding  iponarchs^  particularly 
John  Sobiefki ;  but  no  prince  has  paid  them  more 
attention  than  the  pr^fent  king  Staniflaus  Augut 
tus.  His  munificence  in  this  particular  has  been 
attended  \yith  tjie  happicft  efFefts.  The  Poliflt 
literati  have  yrithii)  a  few  years  given  to  the  pub- 
lic a  niuch  greater  variety  of'  elegant  perform- 
ances than  ever  appeared  in  any  former  period  of 
the  fame  length.  What  is  more  material,  a  taflc 
for  fciepce  has  ipread  itfelf  among  the  nobles,  and 
begins  to  be  regarded  as  an  accomplifliment 'f-. 
The  enlargement  of  mind  derived  by  thefe  licen- 
tious fpjrits  from  this  newpurfuit  has  already 
leaned  feveral  of  them  from  their  habits  of  bar- 

*  Coper niais  was  bom  at  Thorn  1472,  and  died  1543. 

t  The  nobility  formerly,  placing  their  chief  importance  in  the 

Privileges  of  tlieir  rank^  Shewed  a  fovereign  (Contempt  for  learn- 

baroys 
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t>araus  turbulence,  and  greatly  humanized  their 
civil  deportment.  It  may  in  time  teach  them 
thoroughly  to  comprehend  the  true  intereft  of 
their  country,  and  tlie  expedience  of  due  fubor-p 
dination,  hitherto  deemed  incompajtibje  with  lU 
J^erty. 

SECT.    XXI. 

UNIVERSITIES,   &C. 

The  univerfitics  of  Poland  arc,  thole  of  Cra-. 
tow,  of  Vilna,  and  of  Pofna  ;  though  this  latter 
jnay,  perhaps,  be  more  properly  cpnfidcrcd  as  a 
Jefuit's  college  than  an  univerfity.  That  of  Cra- 
CQw  is  under  the  diredtion  of  priefts,  called  Aca- 
demicians, and  its  courfe  of  fludies  chiefly  theo^ 
logical ;  it  confifla  of  ii  colleges,  and  has  the 
iuperviibrfhip  of  14  grammar  fchools  difperied 
through  the  city :  the  number  of  fludents  in  1 778 
amounted  to  600.  The  univerfity  of  Vilna  was 
under  the  fuperinten^ance  of  the  Jefuits ;  and  its 
*  courfe  of  fludies,  like  that  of  Cracow,  principally 
dircAed  to  theolpgy.  Since  the  fupprellion  of  the 
order  of  Jefuits,  the  king  has  eftablifhed  a  comr 
mittee  of  education,  compofed  of  men  diftin-r 
guilhed  either  by  high  flation  or  enlightened 
underflandings,  which  committee  has  an  abfolute 
power  in  matters  of  education ;  appoints  profef? 
ibrs,  regulate3  their  falaries,  and  direds  their 
/Indies. 

The  public  library  of  Warfew  owes  its  origin 
to  the  private  bounty  of  two  biihops  of  the  family 
of  Zalufk,  and  over  the  door  is  this  infbriptipn  ; 
^"  CiviuM  USUI  pkrpetuoZalusicorum  par  ili^us- 
TRE  DiCAviT  1 7 1 4/*  It  has  fince  recciyed  feveral 
large  additions  from  various  benefad:ors,  and  con- 
tains 
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tains  200,000  vQlumes^  It  is  very  rich  in  l)ook$ 
and  manuicripts  Fclating  to  the  Folii^  hillory, 
n^A  qf  ^hich  are  written  ii\  Lsrtiii. 


SECT,     XXIL 

ANTiaUITIBS^     AND     NATURAL     AND     ARTIFICIAj; 
^CURIOSlTIES. 

Ahong  the  natural  curiofities  qf  Poland  mull 
be  reckoned  the  wild  men  that  have  been  found  in 
the  vv^Qods  of  that  country.  The  frequent  incur-, 
ifions  of  the  Tartars  an4  other  harbarovis  nations,^ 
who  often  bore  off  whole  villages  of  people 
into  flavery,  probal)ly  forced  the  women  to  carry 
their  children  mto  the  woods  for  fafety,  and,  in  cafe 
of  farther  purfiiit,  to  leave  them  behind ;  for  they  are 
frequently  found  among  bears  and*  other  wild 
beails,  by  whom  they  are  nouriihed,  and  taught 
to  feed  Uke  them.  Such  beings  have  been  frcr 
quently  foimd  in  the  woods  both  of  Poland  and 
Germany^  divefted  of  almqil  all  the  properties  of 
humani^p^,  except  the  form.  Thofe  that  hav^ 
been  taken  went  generally  upon  all-fours,  though 
fometimes  they  ftood  upright.  They  had  not  the 
life  of  Ipeech  at  firft,  but  were  taught  to  ipeak 
when  brought  intq  towns  and  ufed  kindly;  re- 
taining no  memory  of  their  former  lavage  live* 
when  they  came  to  he  humanized,  and  made  con- 
yerfable  by  cultivation. 

The  Iklt  mines  of  th^  country  are  linking  ob- 
je6ls  qf  natural  curiofity.  Thefc  are  wonderful 
caverns,  ieveral  hujiidred  yards  deep,  at'  the  bot- 
tom of  \yhich  are  many  intricate  windings  and  la- 
byrinths. Out  qf  thefe  are  dug  lour  different 
kinds  qf  falts;  que  extrcoiely  hard,  like  cryAal; 
'    ^   "  another. 


^8  HISTORY    OF    JOLANIX. 

stnothcr,  fofter,  but  clearer }  a  third,  white,  but 
brittle ;  thefe  are  all  brackifh ;  but  the  fourth  i^ 
fbmcwhat  frcfher.  Thefe  four  kinds  are  cJug  irt 
different  mines  near  the  city  of  Cracow ;  on  one 
fide  of  f hem  is  a  ftream  of  lalt  water ;  and  on  the 
other,  one  of  freih-  The  revci^ue  arifing  from 
thefe  and  other  falt-mines  is  very  confiderable, 
and  fiirmied  part  of  the  royal  revenue,  till  they 
were  feized  by^the  emperor,  being  fituated  within 
Ihe  provinces  ivhich  he-difinembered  from  Folapd ; 
the  annual  average  profit  of  that  of  Wielitfta  wa^ 
3,500,000  Polifti  fibrins,  or  97,2221.  4s,  6d-  ftcr- 
Kng,  The  latter,  indeed,  is  the  moft  confideraWe 
felt-mine  in  the  worjd,  and  fi^om  it  a  great  part 
of  the  continent  is  ftipplied  with  that  article. 
Wielitlka  is  a  finall  town  about  eight  miles  front 
Cracow :  the  mine  is  excavated  in  a  ridge  of  hills 
at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  chain  which  joins 
ta  the  Carpathian  mountains,  and  has  been 
wrought  above  600  years,  for  they  are  mentioned 
fn  the  l^olifh  annals  fo  early  as  11J37  under  Bo^ 
leflaus  the  Chafte  *,  and  not  then  as  a  new  difcQ- 
very :  how  much  earlier  they  were  known  cannot 
be  afcertained. 

There  are  eight  openings  or  defccnts  into  this 
mine,  fix  in  the  field,  and  two  in  the  town  itfelf^ 
which  are  moftly  ufed  for  letting  down  the  work- 
men, and  taking  up  the  fait ;  the  others  being 
chiefly  ufed  for  letting  in  wood  and  other  necel^  - 
^ries; 

The  openings  are  five  feet  fquare,  and  about 
lour  wide ;  they  are  lined  throughout  with  tim- 
ber, and  at  the  tppof  each  there  is  a  large  wheel 
with  a  rope  as  thick  as  a  cable,  by  which  things 
ftrc  let  down  and  drawn  up  ;  and  this  is  worked 

9  Lcngnkhi  Juf.  Pub*  woU  i.  p.  249. 

by 
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l)y  a  horfe.  When  a  ftranger  has  the  ctiriolity  to 
fee  the  works,  he  muft  defcend  by  one  of  thefe 
holes  ;  he  is  firft  to  put  on  a  miner's  coat  over  his' 
<:loaths,  and  then  being  led  to  the  mouth  of  tli© 
liole  by  a  miner,  who  ferves  for  a  guide,  the  mi- 
ner fallens  a  fmaller  rope  to  the  large  one,  and 
ties  it  about  himfclf ;  he  fits  in  this,  and,  taking 
the  ftranger  in  his  lap,  gives  the  fign  to  be  let 
down.  When  feveral  go  down  together,  the  cuf- 
tom  is,  that  when  the  firft  is  let  down  about  threes 
yards  the  wheel  ftops,  and  another  miner  takes 
another  rope,  ties  himfelf,  takes  tmother  in  his 
lap,  and  defcends  about  three  yards  farther ;  the 
wheel  then  fl:ops  for  another  pair,  and  fo  on  till 
the  whole  company  are  feated,  then  the  wheel  is 
again  worked,  and  the  whole  firing  of  adven- 
turers are  let  down  together.  It  is  no  uncommoA 
thing  for  forty  people  to  go  down  in  this  manrier. 
When  the  wheel  is  finally  fet  a-going,  it  never 
flops  till  they  are  all  down ;  but  the  dcfcent  is 
very  flow  and  gradual,  and  it  is  a  very  uncom- 
fortable time,  \vhile  they  alLrccoUedl  that  their 
lives  depend  on  the  goodncfs  of  the  rope.  They 
are  carried  down  a  narrow  and  dark  well  to  the 
depth  of  fix  hundred  feet  perpendicular ;  this  is 
in  reality  an  iramenfe  depth,  but  the  terror  and 
tcdioufncis  of  the  defcent  makes  it  appear  to  moii 
people  vaftly  more  than  it  is.  As  foon  as  the  firft 
miner  touches  the  ground  at  the  bottom,  he  flips 
out  of  the  rope  and  fets  his  companion  upon  his 
legs,  and  the  rope  continues  defcending  till  all 
Ihe  reft  do  the  fame. 

The  place  where  they  are  fet  down  is  pcr- 
feilly  dark,  but  the  miners  ftrike  fire  and  light  a 
finall  lamp,  by  means  of  which  (each  taking  the 
firanger  he 'has  care  of  by  the  arm)  they  lead  them 
through  a  number  of  flrange  pafTages  and  mean- 
ders. 
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dcrs,  all  dcfcendiq^  lower  and  low^ir,  till  tncjr 
icome  to  certain  ladders  by  which  they  defcend  an 
^mmenfe  depth,  and  this  through  jiaflageS  per- 
fedliy  darkv  The  damp,  cold,  and  darknefs  of 
thefe  pkces,  and  the  horror  of  being  fo  many 
yards  under  ground,  genferally  make  ftrangera 
heartily  repent  before  they  get  thus  far ;  but  when 
ttt  bottoni  they  ajft  well  rewarded  for  their  pains^ 
by  a  fight  that  could  never  have  been  expeded 
after  fo  much  horror. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  laft  ladder  the  ftrangei-  ii 
received  in  a  finall  dark  cavern^  walled  up  per* 
feftly  clofe  on  all  fides.  To  incrcafe  the  terror  of 
the  fcene,  it  is  ufual  for  the  guide  to  pretend  the 
utmoft  terror  on  the  apprehenfion  of  his  lamp 
going  out,  declaring  they  muft  perifli  in  the  mazes 
of  the  mine  if  it  did.  When  arrived  in  this  dreary 
chamber,  he  puts  out  his  light,  as  if  by  accidenti 
and  after  much  cant  catches  the  ftranger  by  the 
hand  and  drags  him  through  a  narrow  cfeefe  into 
the  body  of  the  mine,  when  there  burfts  at  oncd 
upon  his  view  a  world,  the  luftre  of  ;vhich  H 
fcarcely  to  be  imagined*  It  is  a  fbacious  plain,  con* 
taining  a  whole  people,  a  kind  of  iubterraneou^ 
republic,  with  houies,  carriages,  roads,  &c*  Thil 
is  wholly  fcooped  out  of  one  vaft  bedof  lalt) 
which  is  all  a  hard  rock,  as  bright  and  glittering 
as  cryftal,  and  the  whole  (pace  before  him  is 
fonned  of  lofty  arched  vaults,  fupported  by  co-» 
lumns  of  fait,  and  roofed  and  floored  with  the 
fame,  fo  that  the  columns,  and  indeed  the  whole 
fabric,  fecm  compofed  of  the  purcft  cl*yfl:aL 

They  have  many  public  lights  in  this  place  eon- 
finually  burning  for  the  general  ufe,  and  the  blaze 
of  thofe  reflected  from  every  part  of  the  mine, 
gives  a  more  glittering  profpeft  than  aiiy  thing 
above  ground  can  poflSbly  exhibits  Were  this  the 
I  whole 
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^hole  beauty  of  the  fpot,  it  were  fufficicnt  to  at* 
tnuSi  OUT  wonder ;  but  this  is  only  a  fmall  part. 
The  fait  (though  generally  clear  and  bright  as 
crylial)  is  in  fome  places  tinged  with  all  the  colours 
of  precious  flones,  as  blue,  yellow^  purple,  and 
green;  there  are  numerous  columns  wholly  com- 
pofed  of  thefe  kinds,  and  they  look  like  maiTes  of 
rubies,  emeralds,  amethyfis,  and  iapphires,  dart* 
ing  a  radiance  which  the  eye  can  hardly  bear^ 
and  which  has  given  many  people  occafion  to 
compare  it  to  thefuppoied  magnificence  of  heaven. 

Beiides  the  variety  of  forms  in  theie  vaults,  ta* 
blcs,  arches,  and  columns,  which  are  framed  as 
they  3ig  out  the  (alt  for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  up 
the  roof,  there  is  a  vaft  variety  of  others,  gro- 
teique  and  finely  figured,  the  work  of  nature,  and 
thde  are  generally  of  the  pureft  and  brighteflialtr 

The  roofs  of  .the  arches  are  in  many  places  full 
of  fait,  hanging  pendent  from  the  top  in  the  form 
of  icicles,  and  having  all  the  hues  and  colours  of 
the  rainbow ;  the  walks  are  covered  with  various 
congelations  of  the  fame  kind,  and  the  very  floors, 
when  not  too  much  trodden  and  battered,  are  co- 
vered with  globules  of  the  lame  fort  of  beautiful 
materials. 

In  various  parts  of  this  fpacious  plain  fbmd  the 
huts  of  the  miners  and  families,  fome  flandii^ 
fingle,  and  others  in  cluflers  like  villages.  They 
have  very  little  communication  with  the  world 
abov^  ground,  and  many  hundreds  of  people  are 
born  and  live  all  their  lives  here. 

Through  the  midfl  of  this  plain  lies  the  great 
road  to  the  mouth  of  the  ipinc.  This  road  is  al- 
ways filled  with  carriages  loaded  with  mafTes  of 
fait  out  of  the  farther  part  of  the  mine,  and  car- 
rying them  to  the  place  where  th  *  rope  belonging 
to  t^  wheel  receives  tliem ;  the  drivers  of  the^ 


carriages 


carriages  are  all  merry  and  linging,  and  (he  iaif 
looks  like  a  load  of  gems.  The  horfes  kept  here? 
are  a  very  great  number,  and  when  once  let  down^. 
thejr  never  fee  the  day-light  again ;  but  fome  of 
the  men  take  frequent  occalions  of  going  up  and 
breathing  ihe  frefli  air>  The  inflruments  princi- 
pally ufed  by  the  miners  are  pict-axes,  hammers, 
and  chifTeis  ;  with  thefe  they  dig  out  the  ialt  in 
forms  of  huge  cylinders,  each  of  many  hundred 
weight;  This  is  found  the  moft  convenient  me- 
thod of  getting  them  out  of  the  mine,  and  as  foon 
as  got  above  ground,  they  are  broken  into  finaller 
pieces^  and  fent  to  the  mills, -where  they  arel 
ground  to  powder.  The  finell  fort  of  the  fait  is 
frequently  cut  into  toys,  and  often  paffes  for  real 
cryftal.  This  hard  kind  makes  a  great  part  of  the 
floor  of  the  mine ;  and  what  is  moll  furprizing 
in  the  whole  place  is,  that  there  runs  conftantly 
over  this,  and  through  a  large  part  of  the  mine,  a 
Ipring  of  frefti  water^  fufficient  to  fupply  the  in- 
habitants and  their  horfes,  fo  that  they  need  not 
have  any  from  above  ground.  The  horfes  ufually 
grow  blind  after  they  have  been  fome  little  time 
in  the  mine,  but  they  do  as  well  for  fervice  after- 
wards as  before. 

After  admiring  the  wonders  of  this  amazing 
place,  it  is  no  very  comfortable  remembrance  t<3 
the  ftranger,  that  he  is  to  go  back  again  through 
the  fame  difmal  way  he  came,  and  indeed  the 
journey  is  not  much  better  than  the  profpe6l; 
the  only  means  of  getting  up  is  by  the  rope,  and 
littlet  more  ceremony  is  ufed  in  the  journey  than 
in  the  drawing  up  of  a  piece  of  fait. 

The  fait  dug  from  this  mine  is  called  Ziebna,  or 
Green  Salt,  but  for  what  reafon  it  is  difficult  to* 
determine,  its  colour  being  an  iron  grey;  when 
poundedy  it  has  a  dirty  alh  colour,  like  what  we  call 

browtt 
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Wowh  fait.  The  mine  appears  to  be  mexhaufti- 
ble,  as  will  eafily  be  conceived  from  the  following 
account  of  its  dimenfions,  given  by  Mr.  Coxe : 
Us  known  breadth  (fays  he)  is  1 1 15  feet,  its  length 
6691  jfeetAjBind  depth  743  ;  this,  however,  is  to 
be  underftood  only  of  the  part  which  has  beeii 
actually  worked  ;  as  to  the  real  depth,  or  longi- 
tudinal extent  of  the  mine,  it  is  not  poffible  to 
conje6lure. 

Under  the  mountains  ac^oining  to  Kibw,  oh 
the  frontiers  of  Ruffia,  and  in  the  deferts  of  Po- 
dolia,  are  feveral  catacombs,  or  fubterraneati 
vaults,  which  the  ancients  ufed  for  burying  places, 
and  where  a  great  number  of  human  bodies  are 
Hill  preferved  entire,  though  interred  many  ages 
iince,  having  been  better  embalmed,  and  become 
neither  fo  hard  nor  fo  bkck  as  the  Egyptian  muni- 
mies.  Among  them  are  two  princes  in  the  habits 
they  ufed  to  wear.  It  is  thought  that  this  pre- 
ferving  quality  is  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  foil, 
which  is  dry  and  landy. 

Of  antiquities  Poland  can  boaft  of  but  fexV',  as 
ancient  Sarmatia  was  never  perfedlly  known  to 
the  Romans  themfclves. 

Its  artificial  curiofities  alfo  are  not  numerous, 
cbnfifting  chiefly  of  the  gold,  fllver,  and  enamel- 
led vcfleJs  prefented  by  the  kings  and  prelates  of 
Poland,  and  preferved  in  the  cathedral  of  Gnefna. 
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CHIEF    CITJES   AND    REMARKABLE    BUILDINGS. 

Warsaw  (the  capital  of  Ppland)  is  built  partly 
lib  a  plain,  and  partly  upon  a  gentle  afcent,  rifing 
firom  the  banks  of  the  Villula,  which  is  about  as 
broad  as  the  Thames  at  Weftminfter  Bridge,  but 
in  fumxner  very  fhallow.   The  city  and  its  fuburbs 

D  occupy 
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occupy  a  vaft  extent  of  ground,  and  are  com- 
puted to  contain  about  70,000  inhabitants,  among 
wiiom  are  a  great  numbvT  of  foreigners.  The 
former  is  the  royal  relidem  e,  and  contains  many 
magnificent  palaces  and  d^her  buildings,  befides 
churches  and  convents.  The  whole  town,  how- 
ever, has  a  melancholy  appearance,  exhibiting 
that  llrong  contraft  of  wealth  and  poverty,  luxury 
and  diflrefs,  which  pervades  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  ftreets  are  fpacious,  but  ill  paved, 
atid  the  greateft  part  of  the  houfes,  particularly  in 
the  fuburbs,  are  mean  wooden  hovels.  In  a  place 
fo  built  of  high  and  low,  without  an  intermediate 
quality  of  people,  commerce  will  not  be  expelled 
to  rear  its  head*  Here  is  indeed  little  or  nonc4 
The  palace  ftands  on  a  riling  ground  at  a  fmall 
diflance  from  the  Viftula,  and  commands  a  fine 
view  of  that  river  and  of  the  adjacent  country.  It 
was  built  by  Sigifinond  III.  and  fince  his  time  has 
been  tlie  principal  refidence  of  the  Polifti  mo- 
narchs.  Warfaw  is  300  miles  N.  E.  by  N.  of 
Vienna,  130  N.  N.  E.  of  Cracow,  and  160  S.  E* 
by.  S.  of  Dantzic. 

Cracow  (which  ftill  difputes  with  Warfaw  the 
metropolitical  j[)rc-cmineiice)  is  a  curious  old 
town,  1 12,  miles  S,  W.  of  Warfaw  ;  180  N.  E. 
of  Vienna,  long.  37.  30.  lat.  50.  lo.  It  was  for- 
merly the  capital  of  the  kingdom  wtiere  the 
monarchs  were  elc<5ted  and  crowned,  and  was 
once  almoft  the  center  of  the  Polifh  dominions, 
though  now  a  frontier  town ;  a  lamentable  proof 
how  much  the  terri  lories  of  this  republic  have 
been  contrafted.  It  ftands  in  an  cxtenfive  plain 
watered  by  the  Viftula,  and,  with  its  fuburbs, 
occupies  a  vaft  fpace  of  ground,  but  fo  thinly 
}x*opled,  that  they  fcarcely  contain  together 
lo^oco  inhabitants.     Like  that  of  War&w,  the 
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commerce  of  Cracow  is  very  inconfiderable,  not- 
withflanding  it  lies  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
rich  fait  mines,  and  contains  fifty  churches  and 
convents.  It  is  furrounded  with  deep  ditches  and 
high  brick  walls  *,  ftrengthened  with  round  and 
fquare  towei-s  in  the  ancient  ftylc  of  fortification, 
and  is  garrifoned  with  600  Ruffians.  The  great 
fquare  in  the  middle  of  the  town  is  very  fpacious, 
and  has  feveral  well-built  houfes,  but  mofl:  of 
them  either  untenanted,  or  in  a  ftate  of  decay. 
Many  of  the  ftreets  are  broad  and  handfome,  but 
almofl:  every  building  bears  the  moft  fl:riking 
inarks  of  ruined  grandeur:  the  churches  alone 
preferve  their  original  fplendour.  The  defolation 
of  this  unfortunate  town  was  begun  by  the  Swedes 
at  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  century, 
when  it  was  beficgcd  and  taken  by  Charles  XII. ; 
but  the  mifchiefs  it  had  fuffered  by  that  ravager  of 
the  North  were  far  lefs  deflrudlive  than  thofe  it 
experienced  during  the  late  dreadful  commotions, 
when  it  underwent  repeated  fieges,  and  was  al- 
ternately in  poflcffion  of  the  Ruffians  and  Confe- 
derates. In  a  word,  Cracow  exhibits  the  remains 
of  a  magnificent  capital  in  ruins ;  and  from  the 
number  of  fallen  and  ftiUing  houfes,  one  might 
imagine  that  it  had  been  lately  facked,  and  that 
the  enemy  had  left  it  but  a  few  days. 

The  univerfity  was  founded  and  endowed  by 
Cafimir  the  Great,  and  improved  and  completed 
by  Ladiflaus  Jaghcllon  :  the  number  of  ftudents 
amount  to  about  600 ;  the  library,  however,  is 
tiot  remarkable  either  for  the  number  or  rarity  of 
its  books.  Among  the  principal  objects  of  atten- 
tion is  a  Turkifh  book,  of  no  intrinfic  value,  in- 
deed,   but    efl:eemed  a  curiofity  becaufe   found 

*  Built  by  Wenceflaus,  kine  of  Bohemia,  during  the  Ihort  pe- 
riod in  which  he  reigned  over  Poland. 
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amon^  thd  fpoils  at  the  battle  of  Chotzim,  and  pre- 
fentea  by  John  Sobielki  to  the  univerfity,  as  the 
memorial  of  a  viftory  which  favcd  his  country 
from  defolation,  and  raifed  him  to  the  throne  of 
Poland.  1  his  univerfity  was  formerly,  and  not 
unjuflly,  called  the  mother  of  Polifh  literature,  as 
it  principally  fupplied  the  other  fcminaries  with 
profcflbrs  and  men  of  learning  ;  but  its  luftre  has 
been  greatly  obfcurcd  by  the  removal  of  the  royal 
refidence  to  Warfaw,  and  flill  more  by  the  late 
inteftine  convulfions.  Toward  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  town,  near  the  Viftula,  rifes  a  fmall  emi- 
nence or  rock,  upon  whofc  top  is  built  the  palace, 
furrounded  with  brick  walls  and  old  towers, 
ivhich  form  a  kind  of  citadel  to  the  town.  The 
palace  was  built  by  LadiflauS  Jaghellon  ;  but  little 
of  the  ancient  ftrufture  now  appears,  as  the 
greateft  part  was  demolifhed  by  Charles  XII.  in 
1 702,  when  he  entered  the  town  after  the  battle 
of  Cliflbw.  This  place  was  formerly  the  refidence 
of  the  kings  of  Poland,  who,  from  the  time  of 
Ladiflaus  Loketec,  have  been  crowned  at  Cra- 
tow,  excepting  the  prefent  king ;  previous  to 
whofe  eledlion  a  decree  was  ifllied  by  the  diet  of 
convocation,  that  the  coronation  fhould  be  folcm- 
nized  for  this  turn  at  Warfaw,  without  prejudice 
in  future  to  the  ancient  right  of  Cracow  ;  a  pro- 
vifo  calculated  to  fatisfy  the  populace,  but  wnich 
will  not  probably  prevent  any  future  fovereign 
from  being  crowned  at  Warfaw,  now  become  the 
capital  of  Poland,  and  the  refidence  of  its  kings. 

At  fome  d'flance  from  Cracow  ftands  the  for- 
trcfs  of  Landflvion,  fituatcd  on  a  rock,  which  the 
confederates  poli'elicd  during  the  late  troubles; 
and  from  whence  they  made  excurfions,  as  occa- 
fion  offered,  againfl:  the  Ruflian  and  Polifli  troops 
in  the  fervicc  of  the  king.    By  a  detachment  of 

troops 
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troops  from  this  fortrefs  the  citadel  of  Cracow  was 
taken  by  furprize ;  of  which  gallant  exploit  we 
ftiall  give  Mr.  Coxe's  account : 

**  The  perfon  who  fl^cwed  us  the  palace  was 
himfelf  prefent,  when  the  Polifh  troops  iflued 
from  a  fubterraneous  paflTagc,  and  furprized  the 
Ruffian  garrifon,  confifting  of  87  troops.  About 
four  in  the  morning  a  party  of  76  confederate?,  all 
of  whom  were  Poles,  led  by  a  Heutenant  ^^  whofe 
Dame  was  Bytranowllci,  entered  the  palace 
through  a  common  fewer,  without  being  difco- 
vered,  and  repairinj^  to  the  main  guard  inflantly 
fell  upon  the  Ruffians ;  the  latter  were  fo  coji- 
founded  with  the  fuddenncfs  of  the  aflault,  that 
they  all  yielded  themfelves  prifoners  without  the 
leaft  reliftance  ;  and  the  Poles  became  mafters  of 
the  citadel.  Two  or  three  Ruffians  were  killed  at 
tlie  firft  onfet,  and  the  remainder  were  confined 
in  a  dungeon.  One  foldicr,  however,  foimd 
means  to  efcape  by  climbing  the  wall  of  the  cita- 
del, and  alarmed  the  Ruffian  foldiers  within  the 
town  :  thefe  without  delay  attacked  the  caftle^ 
but,  receiving  a  warm  fire  from  the  confederates, 
they  imagined  the  enemy  to  be  more  numerous 
than  they  really  were,  and  defillcd  from  the  af- 
fault.     This  event  happened  on  the  2d  of  Febru- 

*  In  mod  of  the  accounts  piiblifhed  of  this  tranfa^ion,  it  is  faid 
that  the  confederates  were  led  by  a  French  officer,  and  ihat  there 
were  ftveral  Frenchmen  amongft  them.  I  have  related  fimply 
the  account  which  I  received  from-the  fteward  of  the  palace,  who  , 
repeatedly  aflured  me,  that  there  was  not  one  Frenchman  amongfl 
them ;  that  they  were  led  by  a  Polifti  lieutenant,  whofe  name  was 
Bytranowfki.  The  (leward  was  himfelf  prefent  at  the  tranfaCtion, 
4nd,  as  he  wasno  fuldier,  was  not  confined  with  the  ggrrifon  in  the 
dungeon ;  he  had,  therefore,  every  opportunity  of  being  informed 
of  the  truth :  at  the  fame  lime  it  is  pollible,  that  his  partiality  to 
his  countrymen  mighr  have  induced  him  to  give  the  whole  honour 
to  the  Poles.  Monfieur  Viofmenil  is  the  French  officer  generallv 
mentioned  as  leading  this  enterpridng  band  of  confederates  through 
the  fubterraneous  paflage. 

D  3  ary, 
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ary  1772.  The  fame  evening  Monfieur  deChoify, 
in  the  fervice  of  the  confederates  of  Landlkron, 
being  made  acquainted  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  en- 
terprize,  advanced  towards  Cracow  at  the  head  of 
800  confederates  (amongft  whom  were  30  or  40 
Frenchmen,  moft  of  them  officers),  and,  having 
defeated  a  detachment  of  200  Ruffians,  was  re- 
ceived into  the  citadel.  But  the  Ruffian  garrifon 
in  the  town,  which  before  confifted  of  only  400 
men,  being  likewife  reinforced,  the  confederates 
in  the  citadel  fuflained  a  regular  liege  :  they  de- 
fended themfelvcs  with  tHe  moll  undaunted  fpirit 
for  the  fpace  of  three  months ;  and  at  length  ca- 
pitulated upon  the  moll  honourable  terms. 

"  I  examined  the  fubtcrraneous  paflage  through, 
which  the  76  confederates  introduced  themfclves 
into  the  palace  :  it  is  a  drain,  which  conveys  all 
the  filth  from  the  interior  part  of  the  palace  to  a 
fmall  opening  without  the  w^alls  near  the  Villula. 
They  entered  this  fmall  opening,  and  crawled 
upon  their  hands  and  knees  a  conliderable  way, 
one  behind  another,  until  they  came  out  through 
a  hole  in  the  walls  of  the  palace  :  fo  that  if  the 
Ruffians  had  either  been  apprized  of  their  at- 
tempt, or  had  overheard  them  in  their  paflage, 
not  one  perfon  could  have  elcaped :  the  danger 
was  great,  but  it  Ihews  what  Ipirit  and  perfeve- 
rance  will  efFccl." 

Adjoining  to  the  palace,  and  within  the  walls 
of  the  citadel,  Hands  the  cathedral  church,  in 
which  all  the  fovereigns  of  Poland  from  the  time 
of  Ladiflaus  Loketec,  have  been  interred,  a  few 
only  excepted.  The  laws  of  Poland  are  as  exprels 
and  minute  in  regulating  the  burial  as  the  elec- 
tion and  coronation  of  the  kings ;  and,  as  many 
curious  circumflances  attend  their  interments,  we 

Ihall 
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fhall  once  more  make  our  readers  indebted  to  the 
rcfearches  of  Mr.  Coxe  on  this  lubjecfi:- 

''  Since  Warfaw  has  become  the  royal  rcfi- 
dencc,  and  the  place  for  the  election  of  the  kings 
of  Poland,  the  body  of  the  deceafed  prince  maft 
be  carried  firft  to  that  city ;  where  it  remains  un- 
til the  nomination  of  the  new  fovereign  has  taken 
place.  It  is  then  condu6led  in  great  ftate  to  Cra- 
cow ;  and,  two  days  before  the  day  appointed  for 
the  ceremony  of  the  coronation,  the  king  ele6t, 
preceded  by  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  with  their 
rods  of  office  pointing  to  the  ground,  joins  the  fu- 
neral proceffion  as  it  paffes  through  the  ftrects, 
and  follows  the  body  to  the  church  of  St.  Stanif- 
laus,  where  the  burial  fervice  is  performed  :  the 
remains  are  then  depofited  in  the  cathedral  adjoin- 
ing to  the  palace.  It  is  peculiar  to  the  laws  of 
Poland,  that  the  funeral  of  the  deceafed  monarch 
ihould  immediately  precede  the  coronation  of  the 
new  fovereign ;  and  that  tlie  king  cleft  fliould  be 
tinder  a  neceffit^  of  attending  the  ol^fcquies  of  his 
predeceflbr.  Hiftorians  have  fagely  remarked, 
that  this  Angular  cuftom  was  inftituted,  in  order 
to  imprefs  the  new  king  with  the  uncertainty  of 
himian  grandeur  ;  and  to  remind  him  of  his  duty*, 
by  mixing  the  horrors  of  death  with  the  pomp 
and  dignity  of  his  new  ftation  :  yet  we  cannot 
but  obferve,  that  this  precaution  has  not  hitherto 
been  productive  of  any  vifible  effefts  ;  as  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  kings  of  Poland  have  go- 
verned with  greater  'wifdom  and  juflice  than 
other  potentates.  But  it  is  mofl  probable,  that 
this  cuftom  took  its  rife  from  the  habits  of  exterior 
homage  which  the  Poles  affisft  to  pay  to  their  fo- 
vereign in  compenfation  for  the  fubftantial  dignity 
which  they  with-hold  from  him :  this  fpirit  of 
mock- reverence  they  exterid  beyond  the  grave  ; 
•     D  4      ^  and 
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and  while  they  fcarcely  allow  to  the  reigning  king 
the  fhadow  of  real  authority,  they  heap  upon  a 
deceafed  monarch  every  poffible  trapping  of  ira-r 
perial  honour. 

"  The  fepulchres  of  the  kings  of  Poland  are  not 
diflinguiihcd  by  any  peculiar  magnificence :  their 
figures  are  carved  in  marble,  of  no  extraordinary 
workmanftiip,  and  fome  are  without  infcriptions.*' 

The  tombs  of  various  monarchs  dcpoiited  in 
this  cathedral  furnifh  fome  admirable  rcfledliona 
to  the  mind  of  Mr.  Coxe,  which  are  delivered 
with  peculiar  force  to  the  world  by  the  ingenious 
pen  of  that  writer ;  but  for  thefe  we  refer  our 
readers  to  his  interefting  "  Travels." 

Grodno  [Lat.  53.  .28.  N.  Long.  24.  15.  E, 
125  miles  N.  E.  of  Warfawj.  This,  though  not 
the  capital,  is  the  principal  town  of  Lithuania^ 
but  is  a  large  and  ftraggling  place,  containing  ^ 
mixture  of  wretched  hovels,  falling  houfes,  au4 
ruined  palaces,  with  magnificent  gateways,  re- 
mains of  its  ancient  fplendour.  A  few  habitations 
in  good  repair  make  the  contrail  more  ftriking. 
Its  inhabitants  are  eflimated  at  about  7000,  of 
which  1000  are  Jews,  and  3000  are  Chriftians, 
employed  in  new  manufadlures  of  cloths,  cam* 
lets,  linen,  cotton,  filks,  fluffs,  &c.  eftablifhed 
there  in  1776  by  the  king,  who  has  alfo  infiituted 
there  an  academy  of  phyfic  for  Lithuania,  in 
which  ten  fludents  are  inftru6Ved  in  phyfic,  and 
twenty  in  furgery,  and  all  taught  and  maintaine4 
at  his  own  expence.  The  old  palace,  in  which 
the  kings  ufed  to  refide  during  the  diet,  flood  on 
a  hill  of  fand  rifing  abruptly  from  the  river,  and 
forming  part  of  its  banks  :  fome  remains  of  the 
ancient  wall  flill  exift.  '  Oppofite  to  this  hill  i§ 
the  new  palace,  built,  but  never  occupied  by  Au- 
guftus  IlLas  it  was  not  finifhed  at  the  time  of  his 

death. 
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death.     In  this  palace  the  diets  have  ufually  been 
held  when  fummoned  to  Grodno.     In  1 673  it  was 
enadled,  that  every  third  diet  (hould  be  held  at 
Grodno  ;  and,  in  confonnity  to  this  law,  the  firft 
national  aflembly  was  convened  here  in  1678  un- 
der John  Sobieiki,     But  when  the  next  turn  of 
Grodno  arrived,  that  monarch  fummoned  the  diet 
to  Warfaw  :  the  Lithuanians  ftrongly  oppofed  this 
infringement  of  their  rights  ;  and  their  deputies, 
inftead  of  proceeding  to  Warfaw,  where  the  king, 
fenate,  and  nuntios  of  Poland  were  met,  repaired 
to  this  town,  and  formed  a  feparate  diet.  In  order  , 
to  prevent  a  civil  war,  which  this  divifion  might 
occafion,  a  negotiation  took  place  ;  and  it  was  at 
length  fettled,  that  the  diet  of  1673  A^o^ld  af- 
femble  at  Warfaw,  but  be  called  the  diet  of 
Grodno,  and  that  the  marflial  fhould  be  chofen 
from  the  Lithuanian  nuntios.     From  that  timfe 
the  diets  have  been  occaiionally  fummoned  to 
Grodno ;  until  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
when  they  have  been  uniformly  held  at  Warfaw ; 
and  this  innovation  has  been  tacitly  agreed  to  by 
the  Lithuanians,  on  account  of  the  diftance  of 
this  town  from  the  royal  refidence,  as  well  as  in 
conlideration  of  the  troubles  which  convulfed  the 
country. 

Dantzic  [140  miles  N.  of  Warfaw,  long. 
36.  40.  lat.  54.  22.]  is  the  metropolis  ofPomerania 
in  Polilh  Pruflia,  or  Pruflia  Royal,  the  fee  of  a 
bifhop,  and  the  feat  of  an  univerlity ;  and  is  famous 
in  hiftory  on  many  accounts,  particularly  that  of  its 
being  formerly  at  the  head  of  the  Hanfeatic  aflb- 
riation,  commonly  called  the  Hanfc  towns.  It  is 
fituated  on  the  Viftula,  near  five  miles  from  the 
Baltic,  and  is  a  large,  beautiful,  populous  city : 
its'  houfes  generally  are  five  ftories  high  ;  and 
many  of  its  ilreets  are  planted  with  chefnut-trees. 

It 
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It  has  a  fine  harbour,  and  is  itill  a  moit  emineat 
commercial  city,  although  it  feems  to  be  fomc- 
what  paft  its  meridian  glory,  which  was  probably 
about  the  time  that  the  prefident  de  Thou  wrote 
his  much  efteemed  Hifiaria  fui  Temporis,  whcreiii, 
under  the  year  1607,  he  {o  highly  celebrates  its 
commerce  and  grandrar.  It  is  a  republic,  claim- 
ing, a  fmall  adjaceirt  territory  about  forty  miles 
round  it,  which  were  under  the  protection  of  the 
ling  and  the  republic  of  Poland.  Its  magiliracy, 
and  the  majority  of  its  inhabitants,  are  Lutherans; 
although  the  Romanifl^s  and  Calvinifts  be  equally 
tolerated  in  it.  It  is  rich,  and  has.  26  parifties, 
with  many  convents  and  Hoipitals.  The  inhabi- 
tant* have  been  computed  to  amount  to  200,000 ; 
but  later  computations  fall  very  confiderably  ihort 
of  it ;  as  appears  by  its  annual  bill  of  mortality, 
exhibited  by  Dr.  Bufching,  who  tells  us,  that  in 
the  year  1752,  there  died  but  18 16  perfbns.  Its 
own  ihipping  is  niraierous  ;  but  the  foreign  (hips 
confiantly  reforting  to  it  arc  more  fo,  whereof 
1014  arrived  there  in  the  year  1752;  in  which 
year  alfo  1288  Polifh  veflels  came  down  the  Vit- 
tula,  chiefly  laden  with  com,  for  its  matchleis 
granaries ;  from  whence  that  grain  is  diflributed 
to  many  foreign  nations  :  befides  which,  Dantzic 
exports  great  quantities  of  naval  ftores,  and  vaft 
variety  of  other  articles.  Dr.  Bufching  affirms, 
that  it  appears  from  ancient  records,  as  early  as 
the  year  997,  that  Dantzic  was  a  large  commer- 
cial city,  and  nat  a  village  or  inconfiderable  town, 
as  fome  pretend. 

The  inhabitants  of  Dantzic  have  often  changed 
their  matters,  and  have  fometimes  been  under  the 
prote6lion  of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  ;  but  gene- 
rally have  Ihewn  a  great  prediledlion  for  the  king- 
dom and  republic  of  Poland,  as  being  lefs  likely 

to 
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to  rival  them  in  their  trade,  or  abridge  them  of 
their  immunities,  which  reach  even  to  the  privi- 
lege of  coining  money.  Though  flrongly  forti- 
fied, and  poffeifed  of  150  large  brafs  cannon,  it 
could  not,  through  its  fituation,  ftand  a  regular 
fiege,  being  furrounded  with  eminences.  In  1734, 
the  inhabitants  difcovered  a  remarkable  attach- 
ment and  fidelity  towards  Staniflaus  king  of  Po- 
land, not  only  when  his  enemies,  the  Ruffians^ 
were  at  their  gates,  but  even  in  pofleffion  of  the  city. 
The  reafon  why  Dantzic,  Thofn,  and  Elbing, 
have  enjoyed  privileges,  'both  civil  and  religious, 
very  different  from  thofe  of  the  reft  of  Poland,  is, 
hecaufe,  not  being  able  to  endure  the  tyranny  of 
the  Teutonic  knights,  they  put  themfclves  under 
the  protection  of  Poland,  referving  to  themlelves 
large  and  ample  privileges.  This  city,  as  well  as 
that  of  Thorn,  were  exempted  by  the  king  of 
Pruffia  from  thofe  claims  which  he  lately  made  on 
the  neighbouring  countries ;  notwithftanding 
which,  he  foon  after  thought  proper  to  feize  on 
the  territories  belonging  to  Dantzic,  under  pre- 
tence of  their  having  been  formerly  part  of  Polifh 
Pruffia.  'He  then  proceeded  to  poiTefs  himfelf  of 
the  port-duties  belonging  to  that  city,  and  eredled 
a  cuflom-houfe  in  the  harbour,  where  he  laid  ar- 
bitrary and  infupportable  duties  upon  goods  ex- 
ported or  imported.  To  complete  the  fyftem  of 
oppreffion,  cuftom-houfes  were  ere(9:ed  at  the 
very  gates  of  Dantzic,  fo  that  no  perfon  could  go 
in  or  out  of  the  town,  without  being  fearched  in 
the  flridlefl  manner.  Such  is  the  treatment  which 
the  city  of  Dantzic  has  received  from  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  though  few  cities  have  ever  exifled 
which  have  been  comprehended  in  fo  many  gene- 
ral and  particular  treaties,  and  whofe  rights  and 
liberties   have  been   fo   frequently  lecured,  and 

a  long 
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guarantied  by  fo  many  great  powers,  and  by  iuch 
a  long  and  regular  fucceffion  of  public  aAs,  as 
that  of  Dantzic  has  been.  In  the  year  1784,  it 
was  blockaded  by  his  troops,  on  various  pre- 
tences :  by  the  interpofition  of  the  emprefs  of 
Ruflia,  and  of  the  king  of  Poland,  they  were 
withdrawn,  and  a  negotiation  carried  on  by  dc 
puties  at  Warfaw ;  this  was  concluded  on  the 
7th  of  Septeniber ;  by  which,  as  now  acceded  to 
by  the  citizens,  the  place  and  trade  of  the  city  are 
to  be  reftored  to  its  fonner  lability.  The  city  of 
Thorn  was  alfo  treated  by  the  king  of  Pruflia  in 
the  fame  unjuft  and  oppreflive  manner  with  that 
of  Dantzic,  and  is  now  added  to  his  dominions. 


SECT.     XXIV. 

CLASSES    OF    PEOPLE. 

The  inhabitants  of  Poland  may  be  compre- 
hended under  four  denominations  of  rank,  viz. 
I.  Nobles  ;  2.  Clcrg)' ;  3.  Citizens,  or  Burghers  ; 
and,  4.  PeaGints. 

1.  The  nobles  are  divided  into  two  clafles,  viz. 
Members  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Equejlrian  Ordei\ 
Of  the  peculiar  powers  of  each  of  thcfe  we  (hall 
have  occafion  to  treat  when  we  come  to  fpeak  of 
the  Constitution  or  Goveunment.  Ihe  term 
noble,  however,  is  not  to  be  accepted  in  the  fcnfc 
it  obtains  among  us.  In  the  Polifh  laws  a  noble 
is  a  perfon  who  poflefles  a  freehold  cftate  ♦,  or 

•  Some  citizens  have  the  right  of  poflTeding  lands  within  a  league 
of  the  tov\  n  whi:  h  they  inhabit ;  but  thefc  arc  not  free  and  noble, 
and  are  aluirs  diitinguiibed  from  the  freeholds  of  i^ie  nobles;  the 
latter  are  called  in  the  ftatiite  law  terrigfn^t  or  earth-born,  free 
to  !iv(  wherv  ihcy  picafe,  to  diftinguiih  ihetn  from  perfons  necef- 
iarily  nhabiting  o/ns.  1  hey  arc  alfo  ftyled  indigent,  ornativc*, 
and  conci<ves^  or  IcUow-citizensof  the  republic. 

who 
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who  can  prove  his  defcent  from  anceftors  for- 
merly poilefiing  a  freehold,  following  no  trade  or 
commerce,  and  at  liberty  to  choofc  the  place  of 
his  habitation.  This  defcription  includes  all  per- 
fons  above  burghers  and  peafants.  The  members 
of  this  body  below  the  rank  of  fenators  are  called, 
in  a  colleftive  ftate,  the  equeftrian  order ;  and  in 
their  individual  capacities,  nobles,  gentlemen, 
freemen  or  landholders,  which  appellations  are 
iynonimous. 

All  the  nobles  or  gentry  arc,  in  the  flrift 
letter  of  the  law,  equal  by  birth ;  fo  that  all 
honours  and  titles  are  fuppofed  to  add  nothing 
to  their  real  dignity  *.  By  means  of  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  the  diet,  they  have  a  Ihare  in  the  le- 
giflative  authority ;  and  in  fome  cafes,  as  in  the 
eleftion  of  a  king,  they  aflemble  in  perfon }  when 
each  noble  is  capable  of  being  eledled  a  nuntio,  of 
bearing  the  office  of  a  fenator,  and  of  prefenting 
himfelf  as  a  candidate  upon  a  vacancy  in  the 
throne.  No  noble  can  be  arrefted  without  being 
previoufly  convicled,  except  in  cafes  of  high  trea- 
fon,  murder,  and  robbery  on  the  highway,  and 
then  he  mufl  be  furprifed  in  the  fact.  The  defi- 
nition of  a  noble  being  thus  applied  not  only  to 
perfons  a6hially  pofleffing  land,  but  even  to  the 
defcendants  of  former  landholders,  comprehends 
fuch  a  large  body  of  men,  that  many  of  them  are 
in  a  ftate  of  extreme  indigence ;  and  as,  according 
to  the  Poliih  law,  they  lofe  their  nobility  if  they 
follow  trade  or  commerce,  the  mofl  needy  gene- 
rally devote  themfclves  to  the  fervice  of  the  richer 
nobles,  who,  like  the  old  feudal  barons,  are  con- 
^ntly  attended  by  a  large  number  of  retainers. 

♦  It  is  particularly  ftatcd,  that  titles  j^ive  no  precedence ;  which 
in  t)ie  Faffa  Convrma  of  Auguilus  III.  1$  CilhdJHS  ^ualitaiis  inur 
£j^s  regmif  faff. 

As 
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As  all  nobles,  without  any  diflinaion,  enjoy  thd 
Hght  of  voting,  as  well  for  the  choice  of  nuntios, 
as  at  the  elccHon  of  a  king,  their  poverty  and 
their  number  is  frequently  produdive  of  great  in- 
convenience. Hence  the  king,  who  has  juflly 
conceived  a  great  veneration  for  the  Englifh  con- 
ftitution,  wifhed  to  introduce  into  the  new  code 
a  law  fimilar  to  ours  relating  to  county  eletlions, 
that  no  pcrfon  fhould  be  entitled  to  a  vote  in  the 
choice  of  a  nuntio  but  tliofe  who  poffefled  a  cer- 
tain qualification  in  land.  This  propofition,  how- 
ever, has  been  received  with  fuch  marks  of  difla- 
tisfaaion,  that  there  is  little  probability  of  its  ever 
being  fufFered  to  pafs  into  a  law. 

2.  The  Clergy.  Miciflaus,  the  firfl  fovereign 
of  Poland  who  embraced  Chriftianity,  A.  D.  966, 
granted  fevcral  immunities  and  eftates  to  the 
clerg5\  His  fucceffors  and  the  rich  nobles  fol- 
lowed  his  example ;  and  the  riches  of  this  body 
continued  increaling,  as  well  from  royal  as  pri- 
vate donations,  until  the  diet,  apprehenfive  left 
m  procefs  of  time  the  grcatefl  part  of  the  eflates 
fhould  pafs  into  the  hands  of  the  clergy,  forbad, 
by  different  laws,  and  particularly  in  1669,  the 
alienation  of  lands  to  the  churchy  under  penalty 
of  forfeiture  :  and  under  the  prefent  reign  feveral 
eftates  have  been  confifcated  which  had  been  be-- 
flowed  upon  the  clergy  fince  that  period. 

From  the  time  of  the  firft  ellablifhment  of  the 
catholic  religion  bv  Cardinal  iEgidius,  nuntio  from 
Pope  John  All.  the  bifhops  have  been  admitted 
into  the  fenatc  as  king's  counfellors.  They  were 
\rfually  appointed  by  the  king,  and  confirmed  by 
the  pope ;  but,  fince  the  creation  of  the  perma- 
nent council,  they  are  nominated  by  his  majefiy 
x)ut  of  three  candidates  chofen  by  the  council :  a 
biihop,  the  moment  he  is  appointed,  is  of  courfc 

entitled 
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ttnlitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  TeHator.  The 
archbifhop  of  Gnefna  is  primate,  as  we  have  be-" 
fere  obferved,  the  firfl  fenator  in  rank,  and  vice^ 
roy  during  an  interregnum.* 

The  eccleliaflics  are  all  freemen,  and,  in  fome 
'  particular  inftances,  have  their  own  courts  of  juf* 
tice,  in  which  the  canon  law  is  pradtifed.  Of 
thefe  courts  of  juftice  peculiar  to  the  clergy,  there 
are  three  foi^s ;  i.  The  confiftorial,  under  the  ju- 
Tiidi(9:ion  of  each  bifhop  in  iiis  dioce& ;  2-  The 
metropolitan,  under  the  primate,  to  which  an 
appeal  lies  from  the  bilhop's  court ;  3,  That  of  the 
pope^s  nuntio,  which  is  the  fupreme  eccleiiafiical 
judicature  within  the  kingdom,  to  which  an  appeal 
may  be  made  l^oth  from  the  decifion  of  the  biihop 
and  of  the  primate.  In  cafes  of  divorce,  di{pen* 
iations  for  marriages,  and  in  other  inftances,  the 
parties,  as  in  all  catholic  countries,  mufl  apply  to 
the  pope;  by  which  means  no  inconfiderable  fum 
of  monqr  is  drawn  out  of  the  country  by  the  fee 
of  Rome. 

In  mofl  civil  affairs  the  clergy  are  amenable  to 
the  or4inary  courts  of  juftice.  In  criminal  caufes, 
an  ecclefiaftic  is  firft  arrefted  by  the  civil  powers, 
then  judged  in  the.confiftory,  and,  ifconvided^ 
he  is  remitted  to  the  civil  power,  an  order  to  un* 
dergo  the  penalty  annexed  to  the  crime  of  which 
he  has  been  found  guilty.  One  great  ecclefiafti- 
cal  abufe,  which  has  been  abolifhed  in  moft  other 
catholic  countries,  ftill  exifts  in  this  kingdom : 
when  the  pope  fends  a  bull  into  Poland,  the  clergy 
publiih  and  carry  it  into  execution,  without  the 
confirmation  or  approbation  of  the  civil  powen 
Before  1538  ecckftaftics  were  allowed  to  hold 
civil  employments  ;  but  in  that  year  pricfts  were 
declared  incapable  of  being  promoted  to  feculaf 
offices.    They  were  alfo  exempted  from  paying 

3  ^"y 
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any  taxes;  but  this  exemption  has  been  xV^ifety* 
taken  off,  and  they  are  now  fated  in  the  famef 
manner  as  the  laity,  with  this  diiFerence,  that 
their  contributions  are  not  called  taxes,  but  cha-' 
ritable  fubfidies. 

3..  The  next  clafs  ot  people  are  the  Burghers^ 
5nhaT>iting  townSj  whofc  privileges  were  fonuerly 
fer  more  confiderable  than  they  are  at  prefent. 

The  hiftory  of  all  countries,  in  which  the  feu-^ 
dal  fyftem  has  been  eftablilhed,  bears  teftimony 
to  the  pernicious  •  policy  of  holding  the  lowef 
claffcs  of  men  in  a  llate  of  flavifh  fubjeclion.  In 
procefs  of  time,  a  concurrence  of  caufes  *  contri- 
buted gradually  to  foften  the  rigour  of  this  fervi- 
tude,  with  regard  to  the  burghers,  in  feveral  of 
the  feudal  kingdoms*  Among  other  circumflances 
tending  to  their  proteftion,  the  moft  favourable 
was  the  formation  of  feveral  cities  into  bodies  po-^ 
litic,  with  the  privilege  of  exerciling  municipal 
jurifdi6tion.  This  inftitution  took  its  rife  in  Italy, 
the  firft  country  in  Europe  which  emerged  from 
barbariiin,  and  was  from  thence  transferred  to 
France  and  Germany.  It  was  firft  introduced 
into  Poland  about  1250,  during  the  reign  of  Bo- 
lellaus  the  Chaftc,  who  being  inftruft'ed  in  the 
Teutonic  or  German  laws  by  Henry  the  bearded 
jduke  of  Wratiflaw,  granted  firft  to  Cracow,  and 
afterwards  to  feveral  other  towns,  the  privileges 
poffefled  by  the  German  cities :  this  body  of 
rights  is  called  in  the  ftalutcs  of  Poland  Jus  Mag^ 
jdeburgicum  et  Teutontcum ;  and  tlie  caufe  alfigned 
for  its  introdu6lion  is,  that  no  city  could  flouriih 
and  incrcafe  under  the  feudal  laws.  In  the  13th 
and  following  centuries  the  kings  and  great  barons 

•  Thefe  caufes  the  reader  will  find  amply  and  ably  illiiflrated  irt 
a  View  of  the  State  of  Europe,  prefixed  to  Dr.  Robertfon'i  Hif- 
tary  of  Charles  V. 

built 
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hvSlt  feveral  towns,  to  all  which  they  granted  a 
charter  of  incorporation  conceived  in  the  foUow^- 
'jng  terms  :  "  Trans fero  banc  villam  ex  jure  Polonico 
in  jus  Teutonicum.*^  -The  beneficial  tendency  of 
this  political  regulation  foon  appeared,  by  a  fud- 
den  increafe  of  population  and  wealth ;  the 
burghers  of  ibme  of  the  free  towns  acquired  fuch 
a  degree  of  importance  and  confideration,  as  to 
give  their  aflent  to  treaties,  and  fend  deputies  to 
the  national  aflembly ;  a  noble  was  not  degraded 
by  being  a  burgher,  and  a  burgher  was  capable 
of  being  an  officer  of  the  crown.  A  treaty  which 
Caiiniir  the  Great  entered  into  with  the  knights 
of  the  Teutonic  order  was  not  only  iigned  by 
the  king  and  the  principal  nobles,  but  alfo  by  the 
-burghers  of  Cracow,  Pofen,  Sandomir,  and  other 
towns ;  and  under  the  fame  monarch  Wiemclk  *, 
burgomafto:  of  Cracow^  was  fub-marihal  and 
treafurer  of  the  crown. 

The  burghers  enjoyed  the  privileges  juft  men- 
tioned during  the  Jaghellon  line,  as  appears  from 
the  different  a6ls  of  Sigifmond  i.  and  his  fcm  Si- 
gifinond  Auguftus.  During  the  reign  of  the  for- 
mer, the  nobles  endeavoured  to  exclude  the  de- 
puties of  Cracow  from  the  diet ;  but  that  monarch 
not  only  confirmed  the  right  of  that  city  to  fend 
ueprefentatives,  but  even  decreed,  that  the  citir 
zens  were  included  wiAin  tl^e  clafs  of  nobles. 

When  the  crown  became  wholly  eletiiiivc,  the 
burghers  fufFered  continual  encroachments  on 
their  privileges  at  every  nomination  of  a  new  fp- 

•  This  Wicrncfk  was  fo  rich,  that  in  1363,  when  the  emperor 
Charles  IV.  married,  at  Cracow,  Elizabeth^grand -daughter  of  Ca- 
fimir,  he  gave  a  moft  fumptiious  cnteriaimnent  to  his  fovereign,  to 
the  emperor,  kings  of  Hungary,  Denmark,  Cyprus,  and  other 
pflnces,  who  were  prefent  at  the  marriage  ;  befide  other  magnifi- 
cent gifts  which  he  beflowed  upon  the  company,  he  prefentej  Ca- 
jfiDiir  with  a  fUm  equal  to  the  portion  of  ihe  bride.  Chroxner^  P-  3  34* 

E  vereign ; 
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vereign  ;  they  loft  the  rights  of  poflefling  lanck^ 
excepting  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  their  towns ; 
of  fending  deputies  *  to  the  diets ;  and  were  of 
courfe  excluded  fpom  all  fhare  of  the  Icgiflativc 
authority.  The  principal  caufe  of  this  exclufion 
was,  that  as  the  burghers  were  not  obliged,  by 
the  nature  of  their  tenures,  to  march  againft  the 
enemy,  but  were  only  under  the  neceffity  of  fur- 
nilhing  arms  and  waggons  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
they  incurred  the  contempt  of  the  warlike  gentry, 
who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  feudal  arrogance,  conli- 
dered  all  occupations,  but  that  of  war,  as  beneath 
a  freeman ;  and  all  perfons,  not  bound  to  mili^ 
tary  fervices,  as  unqualified  for  the  adminiftration 
of  public  affairs. 

The  burghers,  however,  ftill  enjoy  a  cpnfider- 
able  portion  of  freedom,  and  pofTefs  the  follow- 
ing immunities  :  they  eleft  their  own  burgomaf-^i 
ter  and  council ;  they  regulate  their  interior  po- 
lice ;  and  have  their  own  criminal  courts  of  juf-^ 
tice,  which  decide  without  appeal.  A  burgher^ 
when  plaintiff  againft  a  noble,  is  obliged  to  carry 
the  caufe  into  the  courts  of  juftice  belonging  to 
the  nobles,  where  the  judgment  is  final ;  when 
defendant,  he  muft  be  cited  before  the  magiftrates 
of  his  own  town,  from  whence  an  appeal  lies 
only  to  the  king  in  the  aflTefTorial  tribunal.  To 
this  exemption  from  the  juriididlion  of  the  nobles, 
though  only  in  one  fpecies  of  caufes,  the  burghers 
owe  whatever  degree  of  independence  they  fliU 
retain  ;  as  without  this  immunity  they  would  long, 
ago  have  been  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  vafTalage. 

4.  The  Peafants  in  Poland,  as  in  all  feudal  go- 
vernments, are  ferfs  or  flaves ;  and  the  value  of 
an  eftate  is  not  cftimatcd  fo  much  from  its  extent, 
as  from  the  number  of  its  peafants,  who  are  tranf- 
I  ferred 
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ferred  from  one  mafter  to  another,  like  fo  many 
}iead  of  cattle. 

The  peafants,  however,  are  not  all  in  an  equal 
fUte  of  fubjedlion:  they  are  diftinguifhed  into 
*wo  forts;   I.  German  ;  2.  Natives. 

I.  During  the  reign  of  6olefl9.us  the  Chafte, 
und  more  particularly  in  that  of  Cafimir  the  Great, 
many  Germans  fd:tled  in  Poland,  who  were  in* 
dulged'in  the  ufe  of  the  Grerman  laws ;  and  their 
defcendants  ftill  continue  to  enjoy  feveral  privi- 
leges not  poflefled  by  the  generality  of  Polifh  pea- 
sants. The  good  eiFeiSs  of  thefe  privileges  arc 
very  vifiMe  in  the  general  ftate  of  their  domeftic 
itBconomy ;  their  villages  are  better  built,  and  their 
fields  better  cultivated,  than  thofe  which  belong 
to  the  native  Poles ;  they  poflefs  more  cattle,  pay  < 
their  quit-rents  to  their  lords  with  greater  exadl*-  * 
nefs ;  and,  when  compared  with  the  others,  are 
cleaner  and  neater  in  their  perfons. 

a.  The  flavery  of  the  Polifli  peaiants  is  very 
Ancient,  and  was  always  extremely  rigorous.  Un* 
til  the  time  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  the  lord  could  / 
put  his  peafant  to  death  with  impunity;  and,  -f 
when  the  latter  had  no  children,  confidered  him- 
ielf  as  4he  heir,  and  feized  all  his  efFefts.  In  1347, 
Cafimir  prefcribed  a  fine  for  the  murder  of  a  pea- 
fant ;  and  enacted,  that,  in  cafe  of  his  deceafe 
without  ifiue,  his  next  heir  fhould  inherit.  The 
iame  fovereign  alfo  decreed,  that  a  peafant  wa« 
capable  of  bearing  arms  as  a  foldier ;  and  that 
therefore  he  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  fi-eeman. 
put  thefe  and  other  regulations,  by  which  that 
amiable  monarch  endeavoured  to  alleviate  the 
miferics  of  the  vaflals,  have  proved  inefFc<9iial 
againfi;  the  power  and  tyranny  of  the  nobles,  and 
have  been  either  abrogated  or  eluded.  That  law, 
which  gives  the  property  of  a  peafant  dying  with- 
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out  iflue  to  the  next  of  kin,  was  inflantly  ren- 
dered nugatory  by  an  old  Polifh  maxim,  "  That 
no  flave  can  carry  on  any  proceifs  againft  his  maf- 
ter ;"  and  even  the  fine  for  his  murder  was  fel- 
dom  levied,  on  account  of  the  numerous  difficul- 
ties which  attended  the  convidlion  of  a  noble  for 
this  or  any  other  enormit}\  So  far^  indeed,  from 
being  inclined  to  foften  the  fervitude  of  their  vaf- 
fals,  the  nobles  have  afcertained  and  eftabliftied 
it  by  repeated  and  pofitive  ordinances.  An  able 
Poliih  writer,  in  a  benevolent  treatife  *  addreffed 
to  the  chancellor  Zamoilki,  obferves,  that  in  the 
ilatutes  of  Poland  there  are  above  an  hundred 
laws  unfavourable  to  the  peafants,  which,  among 
other  grievances,  ere6l  fummary  tribunals  fubjecSt 
to  no  appeals,  and  impofe  the  feverefV  penalties 
upon  thofe  who  quit  their  villages  without  leave. 
From  thefe  numerous  and  rigorous  edicts  to  pre- 
vent tlie  elopement  of  the  peafants,  the  fame  hu- 
mane author  juftly  infers  the  extreme  wretched- 
nefs  of  this  oppreffed  clafs  of  men,  who  cannot  be 
detained  in  the  place  of  their  nativity  but  by  the 
terror  of  the  fevereft  punilhment. 

The  native  peafants  may  be  divided  into  two 
forts:  I.  Peafants  of  the  crown  ;  i.  Peafants  be- 
longing to  individuals. 

I .  Peafants  of  the  crown  are  thofe  who  are  fet- 
tled in  the  great  fiefs  of  the  kingdom,  or  in  the 
royal  demcfncs  ;  and  are  under  the  jurifdidtion  of 
the  ftarofts.  If  the  crown-peafants  are  oppreffed 
by  thefe  judges,  they  may  lodge  a  complaint  in 
the  royal  courts  of  juftice ;  and,  Ihould  the  ftaroft 
endeavour  to  obfiruA  the  procefs,  the  king  can 
order  the  chancellor  to  iffue  a  fafe  condudt,  by 
which  he  takes  the  injured  perfon  under  his  pro- 

^  Patriotic  Letters/ 
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Tc6tioh :  and  although  in  moft  cafes  the  corrupt 
adminiftration  of  jufticc,  and  the  fuperior  influ- 
ence of  the  ftarofts,  prevent  a  Complainant  froni 
obtaining  any  efFeftual  redrefs  eveil  in  the  king's 
courts,  yetj  -  the  veiy  poffibility  of  procuring  re- 
lief is  fome  check  to  injuftice^  land  fome  allevia- 
tion of  diftrefe; 

2.  Peafantd  Belonging  to  individuals  are  at  thfc 
abfolute  difpofal  of  their  mailer,  and  have  fcarcely 
any  pofitive  fecurity,  either  for  their  properties  ox 
their  lives.  Until  1768  the  llatutes  of  Poland 
only  exadled  a  fine  from  a  lord  who  killed  his 
flave  ;  but  in  that  year  a  decree  pafled,  by  which 
the  murder  of  a  pedfant  was  a  capital  crime  ;  yet, 
as  the  law  in  queftion  requires  fuch  an  accumula- 
tion of  evidence  *  as  is  feldom  to  be  obtained,  it 
has  more  the  appearance  of  protedlion  than  the 
reality. 

**  How  depioratle  (exclaims  the  philanthropic 
Mr.  Coxe,  from  whom  we  now  tranfcfibe)  muft: 
be  the  ftate  of  that  country,  where  ^  law  of  fuch 
a  nature  was  thought  requifite  to  be  enabled,  yet 
is  found  incapable  of  beiiig  enforced  !"  The  ge- 
nerality, indeed,  of  the  Polifh  nobles  are  not  in- 
clined either  to  eftablifh  or  give  efficacy  to  any 
iregulations  in  favour  of  the  pealants,  whom  they 
fcarcely  confider  £ft|.  entitled  to  the  common  righti' 
of  humanity.  A  few  nobles,  however,  of  bene- 
volent hearts  and  enlightened  underftancjings, 
have  a6ted  upon  difFercrit  principles  5  and  have 
ventured  upon  the  expedient  of  giving  liberty  to 
their  vafTals.  The  event  has  Ihewn  this  projed: 
to  be  no  leis  judicious  than  humane ;  no  lef$ 

*  The  murderer  mud  be  taken  in  the  fa£^ ;  which  muft  be  pro- 
ved by  two  gentlemen  or  four  peafants ;  and  if  he  is  not  taken  in 
the  ta6t»  and  there  are  not  the  above-mentioned  number  of  wlt- 
nelTes)  he  oqly  pays  a  fine. 
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friendly  fo  their  own  interefts  than  to  tfic  hsipprf* 
nefs  of  their  peafantd  :  for  it  appears  that  in  the 
diftrifts  in  which  the  new  anttngement  has  been 
introduced,  the  population  of  their  villager  i» 
confiderably  iilcreafed,  and  the  revenues  of  their 
efiates  augmented  in  a  triple  proportion. 

The  firft  noble  who  granted  freedom  to  his  pea- 
fents  was  Zamoiiki,  formerly  great  chancellor, 
who  in  1760  enfranchifed  fix  villages  in  the  pala<^ 
tinate  of  Mafovia.  On  infpedling  the  parifli-re* 
gifters  of  births  from  1750  to  1760,  that  is,  du- 
ring the  ten  years  of  flavery  immediately  preceding 
their  enfranchifement,  tl>e  number  of  births  was 
found  to  be  414;  in  the  firft  ten  yeart  of  their 
fi:eedom,  from  1760  to  1770,  620;  and  from 
1770  to  the  beginning  of  1777,  585  births. 

By  thefe  extracts  it  appears,  that  during  the 

Firft  period  there  were  only  43  births  1  , 

Second  period         -         -      62  > 

Thu-d  period        -        -       77  J    ^^^""^ 

If  we  fuppofe  an  improvement  of  this  fort  to  take 
place  throughout  the  kingdom,  how  great  would 
be  the  increafc  of  national  population  f 

The  revenues  of  the  fix  villages,  fince  their 
enfranchifement,  have  been  augmented  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  their  population.  In  their 
ilate  of  .vafialage  Zamoifici  was  obliged,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuftom  of  Poland,  to  build  cottages 
and  bams^  for  his  peafants ;  and  to  fumifti  them 
with  feed,  bodes,  ploughs,  and  every  implement 
of  agriculture :  fince  tteir  attainment  of  liberty 
ihty  are  becc^ne  fo  eafy  in  their  circumfiances,  a$ 
to  provide  themfelves  with  all  thefe  neceflaries  at 
their  own  expence ;  and  they  likewife  cheerfully 
pay  an  annual  rent,  in  lieu  of  the  manual  labour 
which  their  maftcr  formerly  exadtcd  from  them. 

By 
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%y  thde  means  the  receipts  of  this  particular  efiate 
have  been  nearly  tripled. 

Upon  iigning  the  deed  of  enfranchifement  of  ^ 
the  fix  villages,  their  benevolent  mafter  intimated 
£ime  apprehenfions  to  the  inhabitants,  left,  en- 
couraged by  their  freedom,  they  Ihould  fall  into 
every  fp^es  of  licentioufnefs,  and  commit  more 
diforders  than  when  they  were  (laves.     The  fim- 

Elidty  and  good  fenfe  of  their  anfwer  is  remarka- 
le  ;  "  When  we  had  no  other  property,"  returned  , 
they,  ^*  than  the  ftick  which  we  hold  in  our 
hands,  we  were  deftitute  of  all  encouragement  to 
a  right  condu^l;  and,  having  nothing  to  loie^ 
adied  on  all  occafions  in  an  inconfiderate  manner  t 
but  now   that  our  houfes,  our  lands,  and  our 
cattle,  are  our  own,  the  fear  of  forfeiting  them 
will  be  a  conftant  reftraint  upon  our  aAions/* 
The  fincerity  of  this    aflertion  was  manifeiled 
by  the  event.     While  they  were  in  a  ftate  of 
fervitude,  2^amoifki  was  occaiionally  obliged  to 
|)ay  fines  for  diforders   committed  by  his  pea- 
fants,  who,  in  a  fl:ate  of  drunkennefs,  would  at- 
tack, and  fometimes  kill  paflengers:  fince  their 
freedom  he  has  feldom  received  any  complaints 
of  this  fort  agatnft  them.     Thefe  circumfiances 
decifively'confiite  the  ill-grounded  furmifes  enter- 
tained by  many  Poles,  that  their  vafials  are  too 
licentious  and  imgovemable  not  to  make  an  ill 
ufe  of  fireedom.     Zamoilki,  pleafed  with  the  thri- 
ving Hate  of  tiie  fix  villages^  has  enfi'anchifed  the 
pea&nts  on  all  his  eflates. 

The  example  of  Zamoiiki  has  been  followed  by 
Chreptowitz,  vice-chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and 
the  abbe  Bryzotowiki,  with  fimilar  fiicce&.  The 
peafahts,  penetrated  with  a  fenfe  of  their  mafi:er'0 
kindneis,  have  erefied,  at  their  own  expence,  a 

£  4  pillar 
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pillar,  with  an  inicription  exprcffivc  of  their  gfit* 
titude  and  affeAion. 

Prince  Staniflaus,  nephew  to  the  king  of  Po-' 
land,  has  warmly  patronized  the  plan  of  giving  li-^ 
berty  to  thepeaiants.  His  own  good  fenfe  and  natu«- 
ral  humanity,  improved  during  his  refidence  in 
England  by  a  view  of  that  equal  liberty  which  per- 
vades every  ratik  of  mto,  have  raifed  him  above 
the  prejudices  too  prevalent  among  his  country- 
Inen:  he  has  enfranchifed  four  villages  not  far 
from  Warfaw,  in  which  he  has  not  only  emanci-^ 
pated  the  peafants  from  their  flavery,  but  even 
condefcends  to  direct  tlieir  affairs.  He  vifits  their 
cottages;  fuggefts  improvements  in  agriculture.; 
infiru6ls  them  in  the  mode  of  rearing  cattle  and 
bees ;  and  points  out  the  errors  into  which  igno- 
rance and  incapacity  occaiionally  betray  them. 

Still,  however,  the  condition  of  thefe  peafants 
is  not  permanent ;  for  though  a  lord  grants  their 
freedom,  yet  he  cannot  entail  it  upon  them,  as  his 
fucceffor  may  again  reduce  them  to  their  original 
Hate  of  yaifalage. 

.  5.  In  giving  an  account  of  the  different  claffes  of 
men  who  inhabit  this  country,  the  Jews  form  too 
conliderable  a  part  of  its  prefcnt  inhabitants  not  to 
be  particularly  mentioned.  This  people  date  their 
introdu6lion  into  Poland  about  the  time  of  Call-' 
mir  the  Great ;  and  as  they  enjoy  privileges  which 
they  fcarcely  poffefs  in  any  other  country  except- 
ing England  and  Holland,  their  numbers  have 
furprizingly  incrcafed.  Lengnich  fays  of  them, 
that  they  "  monopolize  ♦  the  comm^ce  an<^ 
trade  of  the  country  ;  keep  the  inns  and  taverns ; 
are  flewards  to  the  nobility ;  and  ieem  to  have  fb 

^  Fac.  Con.  Aug.  III.  p.  laS. 
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mtich  influence,  that  nothing  can  be  bought  or 
fold  without  the  intervention  of  a  Jew."  Under 
John  Sobielki  they  were  fo  highly  favoured,  that 
his  adminiilration  was  invidioufly  called  a  Jewifh 
junto  :  he  fanned  to  the  Jews  the  royal  demefnes; 
and  put  fuch  confidence  in  them  as  raifed  great 
difcontents  among  the  nobility.  After  his  deaths 
an  aacient  law  of  -Sigifmond  I.  was  revived,  and 
inferted  in  the  PaQa  Conventa  of  Auguftus  II.  that 
no  Jew  or  perfon  of  low  birth  Ihould  be  capable 
of  farming  the  royal  revenues. 

In  fome  towns,  as  at  Cafimir,  Pofen,  &c.  the 
Jews  are  permitted  to  fettle,  though  in  other  places 
they  are  only  allowed  to  refide  during  the  time  of 
fairs,  or  when  the  dietines  are  affembled  ;  but  the 
laws  are  feldom  put  in  force  againft  them.  Ac- 
cording to  thelaft  capitation  *  there  were  166,871 
Jews  in  Poland,  exclufive  of  Lithuania,  who  paid 
the  tax :  but  this  cannot  be  their  full  complement, 
as  it  is  their  intereft  to  diminifh  their  number ;  and 
it  is  a  well-known  fa^t,  that  they  conceal  their  chil- 
dren as  much  as  poflible.  Perhaps  the  following 
calculations  will  aflifl:  us  in  this  refearch.  Of 
2,580,796  inhabitants  in  Auftrian  Poland,  1 44,200, 
or  about  an  eighteenth,  were  Jews.  The  eigh- 
teenth of  the  prefent  population  of  Poland  will 
give  near  500,000  :  allovvitig,  therefore,  for  omif- 
lions  in  the  capitation,  as  well  as  for  thofe  who 
migrated  into  Poland  from  the  Ruffian  difmem- 
bered  provinces,  the  number  of  Jews  may  fairly 
be  eflimated  at  600,000. 

It  is  not '  unworthy  of  obfervation,  that  while 
the  feudal  laws,  formerly  fo  univerfal,  and  of 
which  fome  traces  are  ftill  to  be  difcovered  in 
moil:  countries^  have  been  gradually  aboliihed  in 

*  All  JewS|  ts  well  male  a«  fenule,  pay  aa  annual  poll-tax« 
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Other  nations,  and  given  place  to  a  more  teguldlf 
and  juft  adminiib-ation  j  yet  in  Poland  a  variety 
of  circumflances  has  concurred  to  prevent  their 
abolition,  and  to  preferve  that  mixture  of  liberty 
and  oppreffion,  order  and  anarchy,  which  fd 
ftrongly  chara6leri2ed  the  feudal  government.  We 
may  eafily  trace  in  this  conftitution  all  the  ftriking 
features  of  that  fyftem;  The  principal  are,  an 
eledlive  monarchy  with  a  circumfcribed  power ; 
the  great  officers  of  Hate  pofleffing  their  charge* 
for  life,  and  jndependtet  of  the  king's  authority  t 
royal  fiefs ;  the  great  nobility  above  controul ;  the 
nobles  or  gentry  alone  free  and  pofleffing  lands ; 
feudal  tenures,  military  fervices,  territorial  jurif* 
didlion ;  commerce  degrading ;  opprefled  condi- 
tion of  the  burghers ;  vaflalage  of  the  peafants. 
*Thefe  evils,  which  are  ftill  exifting  in  Poland> 
may  be  confidered  as  the  radical  caufes  of  its  de- 
cline; for  they  have  prevented  the  Poles  from 
adopting  thofe  more  liable  regulations,  which 
tend  to  introduce  order  and  good  government,  to 
augment  commerce,  and  to  increafe  population. 


SECT.    XXV. 

CONSTITUTIOX    AND    GOVERNMENT. 

Poi;and  has  been  called  both  a  kingdom  and  a 
republic ;  but  dijBfers  little  in  reality  from  an  arif- 
tbcracy.  It  is,  however,  ftiled  a  republic  by  tlie 
Poles  thcmfelves  in  all  their  public  a6ks  of  ftatc. 
The  fupreme  Icgiflative  power  is  lodged  in  the 
three  eftates  of  the  realm,  viz.  i.  The  King;  2. 
The  Senate ;  and,  3.  The  Nobles  or'Gcntry,  repre- 
fentatiyes  of  the  equeftrian  order,  convened  in  a 
national  diet.    The  cjcecutivc  power,  which  was 

hereto- 
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heretofore  entrufied  to  tlie  king  and  fcnate^  is 
now,  according  to  the  new  form  of  government. 
Veiled  in  the  fupreme  peimanent  council,  compo- 
led  of  the  king,  and  a  certain  nimiber  of  mem- 
bers, elcded  every  two  years  in  the  diet,  by  the 
majority  of  voices* 

The  general  diet  of  Poland  eiijoys,  as  before 
obfervcd,  the  fupreme  authority :  it  declares  war, 
makes  peace,  levies  foldiers,  enters  into  alliances, 
impofes  taxes,  cna<^s  laws ;  in  a  word,  it  exer- 
cifes  all  the  rights  of  abfolute  fovereignty. 

Some  hiftorians  place  the  earlieft  diet  in  the 
reign  of  Cafimir  the  Great ;  but  it  is  very  uncer- 
tain whether  it  was  firft  convened  in  his  time ; 
and  ftill  more  doubtful  of  what  members  it  con- 
lifted.  Thus  much,  however,  is  unqueftionablc, 
that  it  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Cafimir  III.  that 
this  national  aficmbly  was  modelled  into  its  pre- 
fent  form. 

The  place  of  liolding  the  diets  depended  for- 
merly upon  the  will  of  the  kings  ;  and  Louis  even 
fummoned  two  in  Hungary.  In  thofe  early  times 
Petricau  was  the  town  in  which  they  were  mofl: 
frequently  affembled ;  but  in  1569,  at  the  union 
*of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  Warfaw  was  appointed 
the  place  of  meeting;  and  in  1673,  it  was  cna<Sled, 
that  of  three  fiicceflive  diets,  two  fliould  be  held 
in  this  capital,  and  one  at  Grodno  in  Lithuania. 
Hiis  regulation  has  been  generally  followed,  un- 
til the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  wherein  the  af- 
'femblics  have  been  uniformly  fummoned  to  War- 
few. 

Diets  are  ordinary  and  extraordinary ;  the  for- 
mer are  convened  every  two  years,  the  latter  as 
occalion  requires.  In  171 7  the  ufual  feafon  for 
the  meeting  of  the  ordinary  diets  was  fixect  for 
Michaelmas ;  but  during  the  prefent  reign  it  has 

been 


been  oiicafionally  changed  to  the  month  of  0<fto* 
bcr  or  November. 

The  king,  with  the  advice  of  the. permanent 
council,  convokes  the  diet,  by  means  of  circular 
letters  iifued  to  all  the  Palatines  in  their  refpec- 
tive  provinces,  at  leaft  fix  weeks  before  the  time 
appointed  for  its  meeting :  thefe  letters  are  ac- 
companied with  a  fliort  Iketch  of  the  bufinefs  to 
be  agitated  in  the  diet. 

The  conftituent  parts  of  the  diet  are  the  three? 
cftates  of  the  realm,  namely, 

The  kingj 

The  fenate,  and 

The  nobles  or  gentry^  by  their  nuntios  or  re- 
prefentatives. 

I.  The  king,  cohfidered  in  his  capacity  as  pre- 
sident, is  onlyj  as  it  were,  the  chief  of  the  diet : 
he  fubfcribes  all  a6ls ;  figns  all  decrees  agreed 
to  by  the  aflembly ;  iflues  out  all  ordinances  in 
his  own  name  and  that  of  the  republic,  without 
enjoying  the  right  of  a  negative  in  any  of  thofe 
particulars.  He  has  no  vote,  excepting  upon  an 
equality  of  fufFrages ;  but  is  at  liberty  to  deliver 
his  fentimcnts  upon  all  queftions.  His  prefent 
majclly  is  efteemed  one  of  the.  moft  eloquent 
among  the  Polilh  orators ;  he  has  an  agreeable 
tone  of  voice,  and  is  much  ikilled  in  fuiting  and 
varying  his  cadence  to  the  fubjedls  of  his  difcourfe  : 
he  harangues  with  great  energy  of  ftyle  and  dig- 
nity of  manner  ;  and  his  fpeeches  always  make  a 
confiderable  iinprclfion  upon  the  members  of  the 
diet.  When  he  is  difpofed  to  fpeak,  he  rifes  from 
his  feat,  advances  a  few  ftcps,  and  cries  out,  ^'  I 
liiinmon  the  miniflcrs  of  ftate  to  the  throne/* 
Then  the  great  officers  of  the  crown,  who  are  fit- 
ting at  the  lower  end  of  the  fenate-houfe,  come 
forward  and  (land  near  the  king.     The  four  great 

mar-* 
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^^rfhals  Alike  the  ground  at  the  fame  time  with 
^cir  ftaffs  of  office ;  and  the  firft  in  rank  fays, 
f^  The  king  is  going  to  fpeak ;"  after  whicli  his 
majefty  begins. 

II.  The  fecond  eftate,  or  the  fenate^  is  compo- 
fed  of  fpiritual  and  temporal  fenators. 

1 .  The  bifhops,  or  fenators  fpiritual,  have  the  pre- 
cedence over  the  temporal  fenators.  The  archbi- 
fhop  of  Gnefna  is  primate  and  chief  of  the  fenatc, 
and  viceroy  in  cafe  of  an  interregnum. 

2.  The  temporals  are  Palatines,  Caftellans,  and 
the  great  officers  of  Hate.  The  palatines  are  the 
governors  of  the  provinces,  who  hold  their  offices 
for  life.  In  time  of  war,  when  the  army  of  the 
republic  is  fummoncd,  the  palatines  levy  and  lead 
the  force  of  their  palatinates  into  the  field,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenure  of  feudal  fervices  ;  in  time 
of  peace,  they  convoke  the  affemblies  of  the  pa- 
latinates, prefide  in  the  county  courts  of  juilice, 
and  judge  the  Jews  within  their  reipedlivejurif- 
di6):ions,  &c.  The  caftellans  are  divided  into 
grand  and  petty  caftellans  :  their  office,  in  time 
of  peace,  is  merely  nomirial ;  but  when  the  mili- 
tary or  feudal  fervices  are  required,  they  are  the 
lieutenants  of  the  palatines,  under  whom  they 
command  the  troops  of  the  feveral  diftrids  in  tlie 
palatinates. 

The  minifters  of  ftatc,  who  fit  in  the  fenate,  are 
iixteen  in  number;  namely,  the  two  great  marfhals 
of  Poland  and  Lithuania,  the  two  fub-marlhals,  the 
two  great  "chancellors,  the  two  vice-chancellors, 
the  two  great  generals,  the  two  IcflTcr  generals,  the 
two  great  treafurers,  and  the  two  fub-treafurers. 

All  the  fenatoi:s  were  formerly  appointed  by  the 

king ;  but  by  the  late  change  of  government,  his 

majcfty's  choice  is  reftridted  to  one  of  three  can- 

iiidates  prefented  by  the  permanent  council.    The 

'     '      *  *  fenators. 


62  HISTORY   OP    POLAND. 

fenators,  once  nominated,  cannot  be  deprived  of 
their  charges,  except  by  the  diet. 

III.  The  third  eftate  is  formed  by  the  nuntios  or 
reprefentatives  of  the  equeilrian  order.  Thefe  re^* 
prefentatives  are  chofen  in  the  dietines  or  aflem- 
blies  of  each  palatinate,  in  which  every  noble  or  ' 
gentleman,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  has  a  vote,  or 
is  capable  of  being  eledled.  There  is  no  qualifi- 
cation in  point  of  property  required,  either  for  the 
electors  or  ele6led ;  it  is  only  neceff^ry  that  the 
nuntio  fhould  be  a  noble ;  that  is,  a  perfon  not 
engaged  in  trade  or  commerce,  poflMing  land 
himfelf,  or  the  fon  of  a  perfon  poflefling  land,  or 
of  an  ancient  faultily  which  formerly  poffefled 
land.  Each  nuntio  muft  be  twenty^three  years  of 
age. 

The  general  proceedings  of  the  diet  are  as  fol-. 
low:  The  king,  fcnate,  and  nuntios,  firft  mjeet 
all  together  in  the  cathedral  of  Warfaw,  and  hear 
mafs  and  a  fcrmon.  After  fervice,  the  members 
of  the  fenate,  or  upper  houfe,  repair  to  the  fe- 
natc-houfc ;  and  the  nuntios,  or  lower  houfe,  to 
their  chamber,  when  the  latter  choofe,  by  a  ma* 
jority  of  voices,  a  marflial,  or  fpeaker  of  the 
equeftrian  order :  in  order  to  preclude  unnecef- 
fary  delays,  the  ele6lion  is  required  to  take  place 
within  three  days  after  the  meeting  *.     Two  da}'S 

after 

•  Formerly,  it  being  ftipiilated  that  the  cleflion  of  the  marftal 
Hiould  take  place  as  loon  as  poiTible,  in  mod  diets  much  time 
ebpfetl  before  a  marflial  was  cnofen  ;  and  as  the  Htting  of  the  na- 


si oi^ial  alfembly  was  confined  to  Cix  weeks,  it  fometimes  happened 
that  the  nuntios  could  never  agree  in  the  choice  ;  and  feverat  diet^ 
broke  trp  without  tranfafling  anv  bufinefs.  Connor,  who  vifited 
Poland  in  John  Sobie(ki's  reign,  (ays  upon  this  head,  <<  He  that  de« 
Cgns  to  be  clcded  marflial,  muft  treat  the  gentry  all  the  while, 
©therwifc  he  would  have  no  vote  fov  him ;  and  cotpmonly  tJiey 
prolong  the  cleftion,  tliat  they  may  live  the  longer  at  the  candi- 
iLue's  diaries."  V.  ii.  p.  92. 

In  order  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  it  was  ena^^d  in  1690, 
that  the  marflial  mult  be  chofen  on  the  flril  day  of  the  meeting;  but 

ia 
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after  the  choice  of  their  fpcaker,  the  king,  fenate, 
wd  nuntios,  affemble  in  the  fenate-houfe,  which 
is  called  the  jun6lion  of  the  two  houfes.  The 
nuutios  then  kifs  the  king's  hand ;  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  diet  take  their  places  in  the  following 
order: 

The  king  is  feated,  in  regal  ftate,  upon  a  raifed 
throne,  under  a  canopy  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
apartment.  At  the  Iqwer  end,  oppofite  thq  throne, 
fit  in  arme4  chairs  the  minifters  of  ftate.  The 
bilhops,  palatines,  and  caftellans,  are  ranged  in 
three  rows  of  armed  chairs,  extending  from  the 
throne  on  each  fide  ;  and  behind  thefe  are  placed 
the  nuntios  upon  benches  covered  with  red  cloth. 
The  fenators  have  the  privilege  of  wearing  their 
caps,  but  the  nuntios  remain  uncovered. 

All  the  members  being  feated,  the  PaSia  Con^ 
venta  are  read  * ;  when  the  ipeaker  of  the  equef- 

trian 

in  IT^S,  the  time  allowed  for  the  election  was  extended  to  three 
days. 

•  Louis  king  of  Hungary,  who  fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  Po* 
land  1370,  being  a  foreigner,  was  obliged,  in  order  to  infure  the 
poiTeffion  of  the  throne,  to  fubfcribe  certain  conditions,  which  in- 
fringed the  power  of  the  fovereign,  and  gave  freih  vigour  to  that 
of  the  barons  and  inferior  nobles.  The  principal  concedions  made 
by  Louis  were,  not  to  impofe  any  additional  taxes  by  his  mere  re- 
gal authority  without  the  confent  of  the  nation ;  and  that  in  cafe 
of  his  dfenwle  without  male  heirs,  the  privilege  of  appointing  a  fo- 
vereign (hould  revert  to  the  nobles  at  large.  In  confequence  of 
this  agreement,  Louis  was  allowed  to  afcend  the  throne  with- 
out oppofition ;  and  having  no  fons,  he,  with  a  view  of-infuring 
the  fucceflion  to  his  fon-in-law  the  emperor  Sigifmond,  mar- 
ried  to  his  elded  daughter  Maria,  promifed,  in  addition  to  alt 
the  former  grants,  to  diminifh  the  taxes,  to  repair  the  fortreffeg 
at  his  own  expence,  and*  to  confer  no  dignities  or  offices  upon 
foreigners.  At  the  demife  of  Sigifmond  Auguflus,  in  1572, 
when  all  title  to  the  crown  from  hereditary  right  was  for- 
mally abrogated,. and  the  mod  abfolute  freedom  of^ele6lion  efta- 
bliAed  upon  the  mod  permanent  bafis,  a  charter  of  immunities 
was  drawn  up  at  a  general  diet,  a  ratification  of  which  it  was  deter- 
mined fo  exaft  from  the  new  fovereign,  prior  to  his  eleftton.  The 
ground-work  of  this  charter,  termed  in  the  Polifli  law  Pa^a  Con^ 
nfeniOf  was  the  whole  body  of  privileges  obtained  from  Louis  and 

liii 
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trian  order,  as  well  ,as  each  nuntio,  is  empowered 
to  interrupt  the  perufal  by  remonftrating  againft 
the  infringement  of  any  particular  article,  and  de- 
manding at  the  lame  time  a  redrefs  of  grievances. 
Then  the  great  chancellor  propofes,  in  the  kingV 
liame,  the  queftions  to  be  taken  into  confidera^ 
lion ;  after  which,  his  majefty  nominates  three 
fenators,  and  the  ^aker  fix  nuntios,  to  prepare 
the  bills.  The  diet,  alfo,  by  majority  of  voices, 
chuics  a  committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  trcafury. 

Thefe  preliminary  tranfeftions  ought  to  be  dif- 
patched  in  the  fpace  of  three  weeks ;  at  which  period 
the  two  houfes  feparate  :  the  nuntios  retire  into 
thcin  own  chamber,  and  all  the  bills  undergo  a 
feparate  difcuflion  in  both  houfes.  Thofe  which 
relate  to  the  treafury,  are  approved  or  rejeAcd  by 
the  fentimenls  of  the  majority.  But  in  all  ilatc=- 
matters  *  of  the  higheft  importance  no  refolution 
of  the  diet  is  valid,  unlefs  ratified  by  the  unani- 
"  mous  alicnt  of  every  nuntio ;  each  of  whom  is 

Iiis  AicccflTors,  with  the  following  additions:  i.  That  the  kine- 
ifcould  be  elective,  and  that  his  AicccflTor  fhould  never  be  appointed 
during  his  lite ;  2.  That  the  diets,  the  holding  of  which  ciepended 
jfolely  upon  the  will  of  the  kings,  ihoiild  be  afi'embled  every  two 
years;  3.  That  every  noble  or  gentleman  in  the  whole  realm 
Aould  have  a  vote  in  the  diet  of  election  ;  4.  That,  in  cafe  the 
king  fhould  infringe  the  laws  and  privileges  of  the  nation,  hisfub- 
jedts  ihould  be  ahiolved  from  their  oaths  of  allegiance.  From  this 
period  the  Pa<^a  Con*ventay  ocrafionally  enlarged,  have  been  con- 
ftrmed  by  every  fovereign  at  his  coronation. 

•  Meters  of  (tate  are  thus  defined  by  the  conftitutionof  1768. 
».  InCreafe  or  alteration  of  the  taxes;  2.  Au^jmentation  of  the 
army;  3.  Treaties  of  alliance  and  peace  with  the  neighbouring 
powcT'sy  4.  Declaration  of  war;  5^  Naturalization  and  creation 
(linobiKty;  6.  Reduction  of  the  coin ;  7.  Augmentation  or  di mi- 
iHition  in  the  charges  of  the  tribunals,  or  in  the  authoritv  of  the 
•liniftcrs  of  yesiice  and  war  ;^  8.  Creation  of  places ;  9.  Order  o1^ 
kolding  the  diets  or  dietines;  10.  Alterations  in  the  tribunals  ; 
»r.  Augmentation  of  the  prerogatives  o(  ihc  fina/us-c&nfii/ia i  12. 
Permiffiun  to  the  king  to  purchase  lands  for  his  fucccfTors  ;  13. 
Arrier^hafty  or  fummoning  the  nobles  to  arms.  In  all  tliefe  cafesj 
onoaimity  is  re-j^uitite. 

•    able 
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able  to  fulpend  all  proceedings  by  his  exertion  of 
the  Uberum  Veto. 

Tlbe  diet  nnift  not  lit  longer  than  fix  weeks : 
on  the  firft  day,  therefore,  of  the  fixth  week  the 
fenate  and  nuntios  meet  again  in  the  fenate-houfe. 
The  ftate-bills  (provided  they  are  unanimoufly 
^eed  to  by  the  nuntios,  in  event  which  feldom 
happens  in  a  free  diet)  are  paffed  into  laws ;  but 
if  that  unanimity  be  wanting  to  them,  they  ftand 
reje6ted ;  and  the  bufinefs  relating  to  the  treafury, 
which  has  been  carried  by  a  majority,  is  read  and 
regiftered. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  fixth  week  the  laws, 
which  have  pafled,  are  figned  by  the  fpeaker  and 
nuntios  ;  and  the  diet  is  of  courfe  diflblved. 

The  extraordinary  diets  are  fubje6l  to  the  fame 
iregulations  as  the  ordinary  diets,  with  this  difFer- 
fence,  that  they  cannot,  by  the  cotiftitutions  of 
1768,  continue  longer  than  a  fortnight.  The 
fame  day  in  w'hich  the  two  houfes  afiTemble  in  the 
fenate-houfe,  the  queftions  are  to  be  laid  before 
them  ;  and  the  nuntios  return  immediately  to 
their  own  chamber.  On  the  thirteenth  day  from 
their  firft  meeting,  the  two  houfes'  are  again  uni- 
ted ;  and  on  the  fifteenth  day,  after  the  laws  have 
been  read  and  figned,  the  diet,  breaks  up  as 
tifiial. 

The  moft  extraordinary  charadteriftic  in  the 
conftitution  of  Poland,  and  which  feems  peculiarly 
to  diftinguifh  this  government  from  all  others 
both  in  ancient  and  modem  times,  is  the  Liberum 
Veto,  or  the  power  which  each  nuntio  enjoys  in  a 
fi-ee  diet  *,  not  only  like  the  tribunes  of  ancient 
Rome,  of  putting  a  negative  upon  any  law,  but 

•  A  free  diet,  in  which  unanimity  is  reauifite,  is  diftinguifhed 
from  a  diet  of  confederacx*  in  which  all  buunefs  is  carried  by  the 

F  '  even 
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even  of  diiiblying  the  aflembly.  That  evety  xnAtti^ 
bcr  of  a  numerous  fociety  ihould  be  invefted  with 
fuch  a  dangerous  privilege^  in  the  midil  of  the 
moil  important  national  ttanfadlions,  is  a  circum^ 
ftance  in  itfelf  fo  incredible^  as  to  deferve  a  mi- 
nute inquiry  into  the  caufes  which  introduced  a 
cuftom  fo  pregnant  with  anarchy,  and  fo  detri^ 
mental  to  public  welfare. 

The  privilege  in  quefiion  is  not  to  be  foimd  in 
any  period  of  the  Polilh  hiftory  antecedent  to 
the  reign  of  John  Cafimir.  It  was  under  his  ad- 
miniifaation,  that  in  the  year  i6«;2,  when  the  diet 
of  Warlaw  was  debating  upon  tranfadtions  of  the 
utmoft  importance,  which  required  a  fpeedy  de- 
termination, that  Siciniki,  nuntio  of  Upita  in  Li- 
thuania, cried  out,  "  I  flop  the  proceedings  *-*' 
Having  uttered  thefe  words,  he  quitted  the  alfem- 
bly,  and,  repairing  immediately  to  the  chancelloT, 
proteAed,  that  as  many  tL6\s  had  been  propoied 
and  carried  contrary  to  the  conHitution  of  the  re- 
public, if  the  diet  continued  to  fit,  he  fhould  con- 
sider it  as  an  infringement  of  the  laws.  The  mem* 
bers  were  thunderfiruck  at  a  proteft  of  this  na- 
iure,  hitherto  unknown.  Warm  debates  took 
place  about  the  propiety  of  continuing  or  diflbl- 
ving  the  diet :  at  length,  however,  the  venal  and 
difcontented  faftion,  who  fupported  the  proteft, 
obtained  the  majority ;  and  the  aflembly  broke  up 
in  great  confufion. 

Ulis  tranfadlion  changed  entirely  the  conflitu- 
tion  of  Poland,  and  gave  an  unlimited  fcope  to 
mifrule  and  fadion.  The  caufes  (fays  Mr.  Coxe) 
which  induced  the  Poles  to  acquiefce  in  eflablifh- 
ing  the  Liberum  Veto,  thus  cafually  introduced, 
wc^fe  probably  the  following : 

'  Leng.  Jut  Pub.  t.  ii.  p.  215. 

I.  It 
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t.  It  was  the  intereft  of  the  great  officers  of 
Rate,  particularly  the  great  general,  the  great 
treafurer,  and  gusat  marihal,  in  whofe  hands  were 
vefied  the  adminiftration  of  the  army,  the  finances, 
and  the  police,  to  abridge  the  fitting  of  the  diet. 
Thefe  great  officers  of  ftate,  being  once  nominated 
by  the  king,  enjoyed  their  appointments  for  life, 
totally  independent  of  his  authority,  and  liable  to 
no  controul  during  the  intervals  of  the  diets,  to 
which  alone  they  were  refponfible.  This  powerful 
body  accordingly  flrongly  efpoufed  the  Libtrum 
Veto  ;  confcious  that  they  could  eafily,  and  at  all 
times,  lecure  a  nuntio  to  protefi: ;  and  by  that 
means  elude  all  inquiry  into  their  adminiilration. 
a.  By  a  fimdamental  law  of  the  republic,  nobles, 
acciiied  of  certain  capital  crimes  could  only  be 
brought  to  trial  before  the  diet ;  and  as,  at  the  pe- 
riod jufl  mentioned,  many  perfons  flood  under 
thaLdefcription,  all  thefe  and  their  adherents  na-- 
turally  favoured  an  expedient  tending  to  difTolve 
the  only  tribunal  by  which  they  could  be  con- 
vidled  and  puniihed.  3.  The  exigencies  of  the 
ilate,  occafioned  by  the  continual  wars  in  which 
Poland  had  been  engaged,  demanded,  at  this  par* 
ticular  crifis,  an  impofition  of  feveral  heavy  taxes : 
and  as  the  fole  power  of  levying  all  pecuniary  aids 
refided  in  the  aiet ;  all  the  nuntios,  who  oppqfed 
the  raifing  of  additional  fubfidies,  feconded  the 
propofal  for  fhortening  the  duration  of  that  af- 
fembly.  4.  But  the  principal  reafon,  which  car- 
ried through,  and  aifter wards  fiipported  the  power 
of  difTolving  diets,  is  to  be  derived  from  the  influ- 
ence qf  fome  of  the  great  neighbouring  powers,  in- 
terefted  to  foment  anarchy  and  con^fion  in  the 
Polifh  counfels.  Before  this  period,  if  they  wifh^ 
to  form  a,  cabal,  and  to  carry  any  point  in  the  na- 
tjional  alfembly,  tbey  wer^  obliged  to  fecure  ai, 
F  %  majo- 
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majority  of  votes :  under  the  new  arrangement 
they  were  able  to  attain  their  end  on  much  eafier 
terms ;  and  to  put  an  end  to  amy  diet  unfriendly  t& 
their  views,  by  the  corruption  of  a  iingle  mem- 
ber. 

The  bad  cfFc6ls  of  the  Ltberum  Veto  were  foon 
fidt  by  tibe  nation  to  fuch  an  alarming  degree^ 
that  all  the  members  in  the  diet  of  1670  bound 
fhemfelves  by  an  oath  not  to  exert  it ;  and  even 
paiTed  a  refolutlon  that  it  ihould  be  entirely  void 
of  effect:  during  the  continuance  of  that  meeting. 
Notwrithflanding,  however,  thefe  falutary  precau- 
tions, one  Zabokrzifki,  nuntio  from  the  palati- 
nate of  Bratlau,  interpofing  hie  negative,  brought 
this  very  diet  to  k  premature  diffolution. 

This-  Uberum  FeiOy  indeed,  has  been  alwaysT 
conlidered  by  the  moft  intelligent  Poles  as  one  of 
the  principal  caufes  which  has  contributed  to  the 
decline  of  their  country.  From  the  8Bra  of  its  efta- 
blifhment  public  bufinefe  has  continually  fufFered 
the  moft  fatal  interruption ;  it  abruptly  broke  up 
feven  diets  in  the  reign  of  John  Cafimir,  four  un- 
do* Michael,  feven  under  John  Sobielki,  and 
thirty  during  the  reigns  of  the  two  Augufti ;  fo 
that,  vvrithin  the  ipace  of  1 12  years,  48  diets  have 
been  precipitately  diflblved  by  its  operation ;  du- 
ring which  period  Poland  has  continued  almoft 
wi£out  laws,  without  juftice,  and,  excepting  the 
reign  of  John  Sobielki,  with  few  fymptoms  of 
military  vigour.  Yet  fo  ftrongly  did  the  motives 
above  difplkyed  attach  the  Poles  to  this  pernicious 
privilege,  that  in  the  ail:  of  confederacy,  framed 
in  1696,  after  the  deceafe  of  John  S<Aielki,  the 
Liberum  Veto  is  called  the  deareft  and  moft  inva- 
luable palladium  of  Polilh  liberty. 
•  The  Poles,  however,  having  fatally  experi- 
enced the  diibrdcrs  ariling  from  the  Likentm  Feta, 
I  would 
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would  certainly  have  abolifhed  it,  if  they  had  not 
been  prevented  by  the  partitioning  powers ;  and 
it  flill  exifis  in  its  full  force.  It  ihould  be  obfer- 
ved,  that  neither  the  king  nor  the  fepate,  but 
only  the  nuntios,  enjoy  the  power  of  interpofing 
tl^  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  diet. 

It  wiU  naturally  occur  to  the  reader  to  afk,  if 
every  reprefentative  poffeiTes  the  Liberum  Veid,  how 
cao any  tranisuStion  be  carried  on?  or  how  is  it  polii- 
b)e  that  any  one  bill  fhould  pais  into  a  law  ?  for  no 
IBOtion  can  be  conceived  which  is  not  liable  to  be 
opposed  by  the  intrigues  of  party,  or  the  jealoufy 
oC  the  neighbouring  powers.     In  order,  thcreforei 
to  avoid  tlie  anarchy  attendant  upon  free  diets 
throu^  the  operation  of  the  Uberum  Veto,  the 
Poles  have  lately  had  recourle  to  diets  by  confe- 
deracy;   which,  though  eompoied  of  the  fame 
aembets,  and  held  under  the  iame  exterior  forms 
as  free  diets,  difier  from  them  in  the  eifential  cir« 
cumfiance  of  allowii^  bulinefs  to  be  determined 
by  the  ;ducality  oi  votes.    Thefe  diets  have  long 
been  luiown  to  the  confiitution,  and  have  at  times 
\etn  uied  upon  extraordinary  emergencies ;  but 
within  thefe  few  years  they  have  ban  regularly 
]ield  at  the  fiated  times  for  iiimmoning  ordinary 
diets.     Indeed,  according  to  the  true  principles  of 
the  Polilh  government^  no  confederacy  ought  tor 
t>e  entered  into,  excepting  upon  the  following 
occaiioiis :  in  defence  of  the  king's  perfon,  upon 
any  foreign  invalion  or  domeftic  conipiracy ;  and 
doving  an  interregnum  at  the  diets  of  convocation 
and.  ele^lion  *.    But  as  no  other  means  have  been^ 
found  to  prevent  perpetual  anarchy,  the  nation  is 

•  It'it  dcfCreed,  h<3weTer,  by  the  code  of  1768,  that  in  every 
dietof  codVocatiea  all  flate  nuitters  mud  pafs  unanxmouily. 

F  3  obliged 
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obliged  to  fubmit  to  an  infringement  of  the  con* 
flitution,  which  operates  for  the  general  good  *. 

PLACE   AND    MODE    OP    REGAL    ELECTION. 

The  fpot,  which  is  fettled  by  the  conftitution 
for  the  place  of  eledlion,  is  the  plain  of  Vola, 
about  three  miles  from  tlie  capital.  In  the  midft 
of  this  plain  are  two  ^nclofures  of  ground,  one  for 
the  fenate,  and  the  other  for  the  nuntios.  The 
former  is  of  an  oblong  ihape,  lurrounded  by  a 
kind  of  rampart  or  ditch ;  in  the  midft  of  which 
is  eredted,  at  the  time  of  eledlion,  a  temporary 
building  of  wood,  called  fzopa^  covered  at  top 
and  open  at  the  fides.  Near  it  is  the  other  cnclo- 
,fure  for  the  nuntios,  of  a  circular  fhape,  from 
which  it  derives  its  name  of  kola  ox  circle;  within 
this  there  is  no  building  ercfted,  the  nuntios  af- 
iembling  in  the  open  air.  When  the  two  cham- 
bers arc  joined,  they  meet  within  the  kola,  the  fe- 
nators  chairs  and  the  benches  for  the  nuntios  be- 
ing ranged  in  the  fame  regular  order  as  in  the  fc- 
natc-houfc  at  Warfaw,  while  the  feat  of  the  pri- 
mate i9  placed  in  the  middle. 

But  before  we  defcribe  the  election,  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  give  a  Ihort  detail  of  the  principal  oc- 
currences which  precede  that  ceremony. 

Upon  the  king's  demife  the  interregnum  com- 
mences :  the  regal  authority  is  then  vefted  in  the 
archbiftiop  of  Gnefiia,  primate  of  Poland,  as  in- 
terrex  or  regent.  He  announces  the  death  of  the 
king  by  circular  letters,  convokes  the  dietines  and 
diets  of  convocation ;  and,  in  a  word,  performs 

*  But  as  it  is  enabled  by  the  diet  of  i76S»  that  all  matters  of 
Oate  muft  be  carried  unanimoufly  in  free  diets,  we  fhould  prtfume 
that  the  diets  by  confederacy  only  tranfa^  the  common  bufmefst 
without  lining  any  new  laws,  or  repealing  old  flatutes. 

aU 
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all  the  fun(^OQs  of  royalty  during  the  vacancy  in 
the  throne.  . 

The  diet,  tvhich  is  firft  convened  upon  the  fo- 
voreign's  deceafe,  is  called  the  diet  of  convoca- 
tion ;  and  is  always  held  at  Warfaw,  previous  to 
the  diet  of  eledion,  which  aflembles  in  the  plain 
of  Vola.  The  fovereign- authority  refides  in  this 
ailembly,  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  thofe  which 
are  fummoned  while  the  throne  is  filled.  The 
primate  preiides  like  the  ting,  with  this  difFer- 
eace,  that  he  does  not  place  himfelf  upon  the 
throne,  but  iit&  in  an  armed  chair  ftation^  in  the 
middle  of  the*-  fenate-houfe.  The  diet  iflues  out 
SL&s  or  ordinances,  arranges  or  changes  the  form 
of  government,  fettles  the  PaSIa  Gnrventa,  and  ap- 
points the  meeting  of  the  diet  of  election.  The 
interval  between  the  death  of  the  king  and  the  no-  v 
mination  of  his  fucceilbr  is  uncertain  ;  its  longer 
or  fhorter  duration  depending  upon  the  intrigues 
and  Cabals  of  the  candidates,  or  the  pleaiiire  of 
thoie  foreign  powers,  who  give  law  to  Poland.  It 
is  always  a  iiate  of  turbulence  and  licentioufiieis ; 
the  kingdom  is  divided  into  parties  and  factions ; 
juflice  is  in  a  manner  fui^nded  ;  and  the  nobles 
commit  every  diforder  with  impunity. 

Unanimity  being  requifite  in  all  matters  of 
ilatc*,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  delays  and  cabals, 
the  influence  and  corruption,  employed  to  gaih 
the  members  in  the  diet  of  convocation.  As  foon 
as  all  the  points  are  adjufled,  whether  the  a6ls 
have  pailed  unanimoufly  or  otherwife,  the  mem- 

•  This  unanimity,  in  faft,  docs  not  exift ;  for  the  ftrongeft  fide 
fcrctt  the  weaker  to  accede  or  to  retire.  Y«  ifi  the  diet  of  1768 
it  was  enafledy  that  in  the  diets  of  convocation  ftatc  queftions 
could  only  be  carried  utianimoufly.  Several  diets  of  convocation 
have  been  frequently  aflembled  before  all  the  affurs  could  be 
(fially  arranged. 

F  4  bers, 
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bers,  previoiis  to  their  reparation,,  enter  into  ^ 
general  confederacy  to  fupport  and  maintain  the. 
refolutions  of  the  diet. 

At  the  appointed  day  the  diet  of  ekdion  is'af-  . 
fembled,  during  which  Warfaw  and  its  environs 
is  a  fcene  of  confufion,  and  frequently  of  blood- 
ihed.  The  chief  nobility  have  large  bodies  of 
troops  in  their  fervice,  and  repair  to  the  diet  at- 
tended by  their  numerous  vaflals  and  a  large  reti- 
nue of  domeftics ;  while  each  petty  baron,  whot 
can  afford  to  maintain  them^  parades  about  with 
his  retainers  and  flaves. 

On  the  day  on  which  the  diet  of  eleftion  is 
opened,  the  primate,  fenate,  and  nobility,  repaid 
to  the  cathedral  of  Warfaw,  to  hear  mais  and  a 
fermon  ;  from  whence  they  proceed  in  due  order 
to  the  plain  of  Vola,  The  fenators  enter  the 
fzopUy  and  the  nuntios  take  their  places  within  the 
hla ;  while  the  other  nobles  axe  flationed  in  the 
plain.  The  fenate  and  the  nuntios,  after  having 
pailed  their  refpe<ftive  refolutions,  as  in  the  ordi- 
nary diets,  aiTemble  together  in  the  kola,  when 
the  primate,  feated  in  the  middle,  lays  before 
them  the  c^jefts  to  be  taken  into  confederation; 
the  PaSa  Conventa,  fettled  at  the  diet  of  convoca- 
tion, are  read  and  approved,  ^  all  necefTary  ar- 
rangements made,  and  the  day  of  election  ap- 
pointed. The  diet  then  gives  audience  to  the  k)- 
reign  mjniflers,  who  are  permitted  by  recom- 
mendation to  interfere  in  the  choice  of  a  king, 
and  to  the  advocates  of  the  feveral  candidates.  All 
thefe  affairs  take  up  feveral  days ;  and  would  per- 
haps never  be  terminated,  as  unanimity  is  requi- 
lite,  if  the  affembly  were  not  overawed  by  the  fo- 
reign troops,  who  are  always  quartered  near  the 
plain  of  elc6tion. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  day  aj^ointed  for  the  ele<5tion,  the 
fenate  and  nuntios  allemble,  as  before^  in  the  kola^  * 
while  the  nobles  are  ranged  in  the  open  field  in 
feparate  bodies,  according  to  their  fever^l  palati- 
nates, with  ftandards  borne  before  them,  and  the 
principal  ofhcers  of  each  diitri<?  on  horfeback. 
The  primate,  having  declared  the  names  of  the 
caodttlates,  kneels  down  and  chaunts  a  hymn; 
after  which  the  fenators  and  nuntios  join  the  gen- 
try of  their  refpective  palatinates :  then  the  pri- 
mate, on  horfeback,  or  in  a  carriage,  goes  roun4 
the  plain  to  the  different  bodies  of  the  gentry  z% 
they  are  fiationed  according  to  their  palatinates ; 
and,,  having  collc<fted  their  votes,  proclaims  the 
fuccelsful  candidate.  Each  noble  does  not  giv^ 
his  vote  ieparately,  for  that  would  be  endlefs; 
but  when  the  primate  goes  round,  the  coUedive 
body  of  each  palatinate  name  the  peripn  they 
4c^ufe.  At  the  conclufipn  of  this  ceremony  the 
asOfembly  breaks  up. 

On  the  following  day  the  fenate  and  nuntios 
return  to  the  plain ;'  the  fuccefsfiil  candidate  is 
again  proclaimed,  and  a  deputy  difpatched  to  ac- 
quaint him  of  his  election,  as  no  candidate  is  al- 
lowed to  be  prefent.  After  the  proclamation,  the 
gentry  retire  ;  and  the  diet,  having  appointed  the 
diet  of  coronation,  is  dilfolved. 

All  elections  are  contefted :  not  indeed  upon 
the  ipot ;  for  the  terror  of  a  neighbouring  army 
has,  for  fome  time  paft,  forced  the  nobles  to  ap- 
pear unanimous.  But  the  party  who  diflent,  re- 
tiring from  the  plain,  remonftrate ;  and  if  they 
arc  fufficiently  ftrong,  a  civil  war  enfues.  In- 
deed the  confuiion,  diforder,  and  bloodfhed 
'  whidi  formerly  attended  thefe  popular  elec- 
tions, would  ftill  be  renewed,  if  it  were  not 
^r  the  interference  of  foreign  troops :  and  thus 

the 
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the  country  draws  fome  advantage  from  ai| 
evil,  which  is  conlidered  by  the  Poles  as  the  diA 
grace  and  fcandal  of  every  eledlion. 


Such  are  the  outlines  of  this  moiley  conflitution^ 
which  was  new -modelled  with  almoil  every  new 
king,  acoording  to  the  Pa3a  Conventa  he  is  obli- 
ged to  fign.  There  has  been  lately  a  total  diflb- 
lution  of  all  order  in  Poland,  through  the  influ- 
epce  of  fome  of  the  neighbouring  powers  intc- 
refted  to  foment  anarchy  and  confufion  in  the  Po- 
lifh  councils ;  and  many  of  the  iirfl:  nobility  da 
not  blufli  to  receive  pcnfions  from  foreign  courts^ 
In  this  Iketch,  however,  we  can  diicem  the  great, 
outlines  of  a  noble  and  free  govetnioent.  *The 
precautions  taken  to  limit  the  king's  power,  and 
yet  invefl  him  with  an  ample  prerogative,  were 
worthy  a  wife  people.  The  inftitution  of  the  diet 
and  dietines  are  favourable  to  public  liberty,  as 
are  many  other  provijfions  in  the  republic  :  hat  it 
laboured,  even  in  its  beft  ftate,  under  incurable  difc- 
orders.  The  exercife  of  the  VeiOy  the  tribunal  n^ 
gative  that  is  vefied  in  every  nuntio,  exclufive 
of  tlie  king  and  fenate,  at  a  diet,  mqft  always  be 
deftru6live  of  order  and  government.  It  is  founded 
upon  Gothic  principles,  and  that  unlimited  juriA 
clidlion  which  the  great  lords  in  former  ages  ufed 
to  enjoy  all  over  Europe.  Tbtf  want  of  Ibbordi- 
nation  m  the  executive  parts  of  the  conftitutian^ 
and  the  rendering  noblemen  independent  and  un- 
aecou^itable  for  their  cond,u6l,  is  a  blemifh  im- 
pra<5licable  to  remove.  After  all,  when  we  exa- 
lijiqe  the  beft  accounts  of  the  prefent  confHtution 
of  Poland,  and  compare  them  with  the  ancient 
hifiory  of  Great  Britain,    and   other  European 

kingdoms. 
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kingdoms,  we  may  perceive  a  wonderful  fimilarity 
between  what  thcle  were  formerly,  and  what  Po- 
land is  at  prefent.  This  naturally  leads  us  to  in- 
fer, that  the  government  of  Poland  cannot  be 
otherwife  improved  than  by  the  introduction  of 
arts,  mairufa6hires,  and  commerce,  which  would 
render  the  common  people  independent  on  the 
nobility,  and  prevent  the  latter  from  having  it  in 
their  power  to  annoy  their  fovercign,  or  to  main- 
tain thofe  unequal  privileges  which  arc  fo  hurtfuj 
to  the  community. 


THE 
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TO  a  great  kingdom,  like  Poland,  ftrugglin^ 
in  a  conteft  with  numerous  and  poweiftu 
OppreiTors,  if  the  policy  of  the  Englifli  nation 
does  not  prefcribe,  or  its  refources  will  not 
admit  of,  an  aimed  ailiilance,  the  humanity  o£ 
indiyiduals  may  lament  its  £ite,  and  the  Ubetal 
mind  of  the  hiilorian  do  juftice  to  the  bravery 
with  which  its  people  ailert  and  defend  their  na- 
tural, national,  and  unalienable  rights. 

Of  the  early  hiftory  of  any  country  it  is  diffi-^ 
cult  to  acquire  authentic  information^  We  ge- 
nerally find  it  either  enveloped  in  impervious 
obfcurity,  or  decorated  with  the  infubftantial 
ornament  of  fable  and  invention.  The  afFaira 
of  this  country  ther^ore,  during  the  early  reigns, 
will  be  treated  with  a  brevity  which,  it  is  prc- 
fumed,  the  reader  will  not  regret,  who  confiders 
that  little  intereft  can  arife  in  the  mind  from  pe- 

rufinjf 


rufing  a  detail  of  favage  inroads,  and  little  a^-* 
vantage  be  derived  to  fcience  from  the  conduft  of . 
wars  or  negociations  between  barbarian  monarchs* 
As  we  approach  modern  ages,  however  we  Ihall 
endeavour  to  trace  with  an  impartial  hand  the 
progrefs  of  events  much  more  important,  as  hav- 
ing led  in  fome  degree  to  the  prelent  ftate  of 
Europe. 

The  fovereign  princes  of  Poland  are  ufually 
coniidered  under  four  claifes;  that  is  to  fay, 

I.  Of  the  Houfe  of  Lsszko. 

II.  -     -      -     of  Pi  AST. 

III.  -     -     -     of  Jagello,  or 
,  Jaghellon. 

XV*  Of  different  families. 


S  E  C  T.     X 

toVERBIGKS   OF    THE    FAMILY    OF   LESZKO. 

The  Vandals  or  Veneti  were,  undoubtedly,  the 
ancient  inhabitants  gf  Poland^  which  was  the 
Sarmatia  Europaea  of  the  Romans. 

Before  the  fixth  century,  while  the  Poles  were 
jet  Sarmatians,  they  had  no  kings,  but  lived 
without  government,  in  mountains  and  forefts, 
having.no  habitations  but  waggons;  always  me* 
ditating  fome  new  invalion ;  though  bad  troops 
for  foot  fervice,  yet  excellent  cavalry.  It  is  fur* 
prifing,  that  a  barbarous  people,  witnout  a  leader, 
and  without  laws,  (hould  ftretch  their  empire' 
from  the  Tanais  to  the  Viftula,  and  from  the 
Euxine  Sea  to  the  Baltic:  boundaries  prodigioufly 
diftant  from  each  otlier,  and  which  they  enlarged 
ftill  farther  by  the  acquilition  of  Bohemia,  Mo- 
ravia, Silefia,  Lufatia,  Mifnia,  Mecklenburg,  Po- 

merania^ 
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ineranta,  and  the  marches  of  Brandenburg ;  and 
even  the  Romans,  to  whom  fo  large  a  part  of  the 
.  world  fubmitted,  never  penetrated  into  Sarmatia. 

This  hillorical  paradox  fliews  what  can  be 
done  by  ftrength  of  body,  a  habit  of  living  hardly, 
a  natural  love  of  liberty,  and  a  favage  inftinft^ 
which  fupplies  the  place  of  kings  and  laws*  The 
Sarmatians  were  called  robbers  by  civilized  na- 
tions, who  forgot  that  they  themfelvcs  had  begun 
in  the  fame  manner. 

About  the  year  550,  Leek,  or  Lecht,  formed  a 
defign  of  civilizing  the  Sarmatians,  though  but 
a  Sarmatian  himfelf.  He  began  by  cutting  down 
trees,  and  eredTmg  himfelf  a  dwelling.  Other 
huts  were  foon  raifed  round  this  model;  the  na- 
tion, hitherto  erratic,  became  fixed ;  and  Gnefna, 
the  firft  city  of  Poland,  took  the  place  of  a  fo- 
reft.  The  Sarmatians  feem  fcarcely  to  have 
known  what  eagles  were,  fince  we  arc  told,  that 
from  their  finding  fcveral  nefts  of  thefe  birds  in 
the  trees  which  were  cut  down  upon  this  occafion, 
the  eagle  came  to  be  painted  upon  the  Poli^ 
itandards.  Leek  foon  drew  the  eyes  of  his  equals 
upon  him,  and  by  difplaying  talents  fit  for  go- 
vernment as  well  as  a6tion,  he  became  their  mat- 
ter, and  with  the  powers  of  a  monarch  afifumed 
the  title  of  duke. 

Though  the  acftual  exiftencc  of  this  prince  be , 
pretty  well  afcertained,  yet  his  demife  leaves  a 
chafm  in  hiflory  which  imagination  has  fum>lied; 
and  if  our  ftudies  are  not  improved,  if  icience 
gains  no  acquifition,  our  minds  may  derive  a 
temporary  amufement  from  the  account  whidi 
pride  or  fuperftition  has  fabricated,  and  tradi- 
tion pioufly  tranfmitted  from  one  age  to  another 
as  the  early  political  fiate  of  Poland 

Leek 
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Leek  is  faid  to  have  left  the  govcrnnient  to  hid 
^on  Wiffimir,  who  founded  the  city  of  Dantzici. 
No  traces,  however,  can  be  found  in  hiftory  of 
any  actions  that  were  performed  by  the  pofterity 
of  thefe  two  firft  fovereigns  of  Poland,  and  it  is 
a  void  which  even  iicSkion  itfelf  has  never  at- 
tempted to  fill  up.  It  only  fuppofes,  that  the 
nation,  after  the  extindlion  of  the  royal  family, 
aflembled  for  the  eledtion  of  new  mafters,  atid 
that  the  nobility  were  on  the  point  of  proceeding 
to  this  choice,  when  the  people,  who  had  long 
been  haraffed  with  the  tyranny  of  their  laft  kings, 
demanded  an  abolition  of  the  regal  government, 
that  they  might  no  longer  depend  on  the  caprice 
of  one  man* 

The  great  lords,  allured  by  the  hopes  of  fhar- 
ing  all  the  hoiiours  of  dominion,  were  eafily 
induced  to  comply  with  the  folicitations  of  the 
people;  in  confequence  of  which  they  eftabliibed 
a  republic,  the  adminiftration  whereof  was  in- 
trufted  with  twelve  Palatines,  Theunfteady  people, 
however,  werefoon  diffatisfied  with  this  new  plaii 
of  government ;  an  anarchy,  its  almoft  inevita- 
ble confequence,  infpired  them  with  averfion  td 
their  fiate  of  independence,  and  a  number  of 
enemies,  who  were  always  ready  to  derive  ad- 
vantages from  the  troubles  of  the  ftate,  and  thd 
conjun6lures  of  thofe  times,  ravaged  the  pro- 
vinces with  impunity,  and  made  the  nation  pay 
very  dear  for  the  fatal  liberty  they  had  acquired. 

The  eyes  of  the  people  were  at  laft  opened 
to  their  real  interefl,  and  thcjr  judged  it  would 
be  mofl  advantageous  to  them  to  have  but 
one  mafter.  This  conlideration  induced  them  to 
turn  their  thoughts  to  the  eleftion  of  a  king,  but 
a  choice  of  this  nature  was  attended  with  great 
ifficulties.     The  ftate  of  their  affairs  required 
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Cyme  martial  %mt  to  repel  the  iavafieM  of  the 
neighbouring  people,  as  well  as  to  re-conquer 
the  territories  that  had  been  wrefted  &om  them 
l>y  ufiirpations,  and  to  re-eftablifli  the  homnu*  of 
the  nation;  It  was  Ukewile  neeeflaiy^  that  this 
%e!K>  fhould  temper  an  intrepidity  of  mind  with 
td^e  feftnefe  of  a  prudenfe  ehanity,  iat  order  to  gain 
upon  thofe  difpofitions  which  had  been  rendered 
intrai^abie  by  a  long  Aate  of  independence ;  and 
it  was  alia  thou^t  cequifite,  thdt  ik^  v^tue  of 
this  future  priace  Ihould  afford  them  a  fuiHcient 
fecnrify  fov  his  proper  u(k  of  that  fupreme  power 
with  which  thj^  had  an  ioelins^on  to  eoixnij^ 
)iim. 

Theie  qualities  are  feldom  united  in  one  man; 
1^  Poles  however  fbusd  one  of  their  countryznen 
who poiTefled  them  in^ an  equal  degree.  Gr ack^ 
(or^  as  he  is  called  by  fome  wrtters^  Ceacus^)  was 
the  name  of  this  virtuous  perfoni^  who  brough^t 
the  calamities  of  Fbland  to  a  haf^  period.  A0 
Im  was  always  ridtorious  in  tls^  wars  he  qnder^ 
l^mk,  aBid  as  he  Hkewife  guided  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment with  a  confummate  prudence,  he  at  the 
ikme  time  rendered  himfelf  dear  to  his  people 
;and  formidable  to  his  enemies.  He  built  the  city 
of  Cracow  on  the  WeiiTel,  and  Bohemia  fub- 
mitted  to  the  laws  of  fo  accomplifhed  a  priace^. 

Leck.  II.  became  his  fucceflbr,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  crime,  for  he  fecretly  deftroyed 
Grack,  his  elder  brother,- and  afcended  his  fa^ 
*her*s  throne,  as  wdl  by  the  choice  of  the  nobi- 
lity, as  by  virtue  of  the  right  he  claimed  to  the 
fijcceffion.  All  his  futgedts  fobmitted  to  his  au- 
thority while  his  crime  was  undifcpvered ;  but  as 

*  Hit  Beifii  U  thoi^bt  to  be  CQincidcot  with  tbff  teg^mung  of 
Ibc  1th  cestury. 
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foon  as  it  was  dete6led,  the  lords  would  no  longer 
fuffer  the  aflaffin  of  his  own  brother  to  lit  upon 
the  throne  he  had  ufurped,  and  to  grafp  the  reins 
pf  government  with  thofe  hands  that  were  pol- 
luted with  the  blood  of  their.Iawful  prince.  He 
was  chafed  from  the  kingdom  in  a  degrading  man- 
ner, and,  according  to  fomc  authors^  died  with- 
out leaving  any  children. 

After  the  death  of  the  two  fons  of  Grack,  the 
Poles  were  defirous  of  fubmitting  to  the  govem-v 
ment  of  his  daughter  Vanda,  a  very  amiable 
princefs,  graced  with  the  accomplifhmefnts  of  elo- 
<juence,  wifdom,  and  courage,  to  a  degree  un- 
common in  her  fex.  She  reigned  with  glory,  and 
amidfl.  the  tranquillity  of  a  profound  peace,  when 
a  Grerman  prince  Ritiger  is  faid  to  have„  fent  am- 
baffadors  to  her  to  treat  of  a  marriage,  and  to 
denounce  war  againft  her  dominions  if  Ihe  Ihould . 
rejedl  his  offers.  Vanda,  according  to  fome  hif- 
torians,  had  rendered  herfelf  incapable  of  the 
nuptial  ftate,  by  a  vow  of  virginity  which  flic 
had  made  to  the  gods  of  her  country.  She, 
therefore,  prepared  for  war,  affembled  her  troops, 
animated  them  by  her  prefcnce  and  dilfcourfe; 
"broke  the  meafures  of  her  enemy,  oppofed  his 
incurfions,  and  conftrained  him,  at  laft,  to  come 
to  a  conference.  Her  beauty  and  her  eloquence;; 
enchanted  the  hoftile  troops ;  the  commanders  re- 
fufed  to  combat  againft  fo  amiable  a  princefs; 
the  foldiers  quitted  their  ranks,  the  moft  lavage 
among  them  were  difarmed  of  their  rage,  their 
chief  himfelf  was  forfaken  by  all  his  troops,  and, 
yielding  to  the  imprcflioris  of  confulion  and  def- 
pair,  plunged  his  fword  into  his  own  hreafl:  as  ft 
j)unilhment  for  his  temerity. 

The  princefs  v^^as  eafily  induced  to  pardon  the 
fpes  Ihe  had  thus  vanquifhed,  and,  Iktislied  with 
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fecuring  the  repofe  of  her  fubjedls,  fhe  repaired  to 
Cracow,  to  receive  their  applaufe  in  that  citjr, 
Avhere  they  decreed  her  the  honour  of  a  triumph. 
Vanda,  however,  became  an  enthufiaft  after  this 
great  event;  fhe  confidered  it  as  an  evidence  of 
the  favour  of  her  tutelar  gods,  and  imagined  it 
was  incumbent  on  her  to  teftify  her  gratitude  by 
a  ftrange  facrifice,  in  which  Ihe  herfelf  was  the 
viftim.     She  threw  herfelf  into  the  Weiflel. 

The  Poles,  a  fecond  time  deftitute  of  a  mafl:er, 
had  again  an  inclination  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of 
independency.  Though  liberty  had  already  prov- 
ed fo  fatal  to  them,  they  were  allured  by  the 
pleafures  they  propofed  to  enjoy  by  changing 
their  ftate,  and  they  refumed  the  republican  form 
of  government.  Poland  was  then  divided  into 
twelve  Palatinates,  the  adminiftration  of  which 
was  committed  to  the  fame  number  of  lords,  who 
were  chofen  to  difpenfc  juflicc  to  the  people,  and 
to  defend  them  againft  the  enemies  of  their 
ilate. 

This  new  change  was  produftive  of  new  cala- 
mities, and  the  Poliih  arms  were  not  very  prof- 
perous  under  the  conduA  of  the  Palatines.  The 
republic  was  deftitute  of  force  and  troops,  and 
feemed  in  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  by  the 
enemies  that  furrounded  it.  One  man  alone  had 
the  addrefs  and  courage  to  reftify  thefe  diforders 
and  to  raife  the  ftate  to  its  ancient  glory,  Pre- 
MistAus,  or  Leszko  I.  a  private  foldier, 
but  whom  an  intrepidity  of  mind,  aided  by 
long  experience,  had  exalted  above  his  natural 
condition,  was  the  deliverer  of  his  country.  This 
brave  man  having  obferved,  that  the  Hungarians, 
who  imagined  they  had  nothing  more  to  con  ^ 
quer,  kept  but  a  very  flender  guard  in  their  camp, 
<irew  together  fome  of  his  friends,  reprefented 
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tlieir  calamities  to  them  in   a    lively    manner, 
acquainting  them,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the  fe- 
curity  into  which  their  enemies  were  lunk,  and  tha 
facility  of  gaining  a  complete  victory  over  them ; 
and  he  engaged  them  to  be  his  companions  in  an 
enterpri^  that  was  rendered  hs^ppy  by  a  laudable 
teSmerity.    He  divided  his  troop  into  feveral  fmall 
bodies,  after  which  he  chofe  a  dart  night  fior  the 
execution  of  his  delign;  and  the  horrors  of  the 
gloom  being  intermixed  with  the  confufion  ufu- 
ally  created  by  fiir|M:ifes  of  this  nature,  the  ene- 
mies werQ  feized  with  conftemation,  and  multi- 
tudes perifhed  by  the  valour  of  the  affailants. 
All  his  attacks  fucceeded  to  his  wifh ;    he  broke 
into  their  camp  from  feveral  quarters,   and  the 
whole  was  a  fcene  of  flight  and  flaughter.      A 
rich  booty  was  the  firft  reward  of  this  heroic  ac- 
tion; Premiflaus  was  afterwards  crowned,   and 
the  people  were  content  to  own  their  deliverer  for 
their  mailer. 

The  valour  alone  of  Premiflaus  had  advanced 
him  to  the  throne ;  but  fortune  prepared  him  a 
fucceflbr.  This  prince  dying  without  ilfue,  fe* 
yeral  lords  afpired  to  the  fupreme  power,  and,  in 
confequencc  of  their  cabals,  different  parties  were 
formed,  whofe  mutual  ^nimofities  threatened  the 
nation  with  a  civil  war.  The  Poles,  in  order  to 
prevent  this  calamity,  affembled  together,  and 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  acknowledge  him  for  their 
prince,  who  fhould  furpafs  all  his  competitors  in 
the  fwiftnefs  of  his  horfes.  They  fixed  on  this 
expedient  as  tlie  mofl  effeiVual  for  the  prevention 
of  fraud;  notwithftanding  w'nch,  a  Polifh  lord, 
named  Lcfzeck,  entertained  hopes  of  rendering 
his  ambition  furccfsful  by  the  aid  of  art.  With 
•  this  vicvv  he  caufrd  feveral  iron  Ipikes  to  be  pri- 
vately fcatlercd  over  the  field  where  the  race  was 

to 


\6  be  performed,  and  only  rcferved  a  clear  path 
Tor  himfelf,  which  lie  had  made  diHinguifhaUe 
by  fome  particular  m^ks.  The  iraadaient  de^ 
fign  however  was  rendered  inefie^loal,  for  th6 
ftratagem  w^s  difcovered  by  a  youth,  whofc  great 
tpialities  were  pbfcured  by  the  meanaefs  of  his 
birth  and  profeilioDi  He,  howeVer,  did  hot  im- 
mediately divulge  what  he  had  difcovered,  cdtlicr 
through  fear  of  illtreatmenit,  or  in  hope  of  <lc- 
tiving  fome  advantageous  copfequence  from  H. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  race  arrived,  and 
Vvith  inexpreffible  aftonifhment  the  people  behel<l 
all  the  competitors  remain  motionlefs  in  the  niidft 
x>f  their  career,  or  thrown  into  the  duft  by  their 
horfes,  while  Lefzcck  alovie  launched  with  velo- 
icity  to  the  pillar  that  ferved  As  a  boundary  to  thft 
tMwrrfe,  and  at  which  he  airived  in  a  fe>)v  mo- 
ments. The  people  had  already  proclaimed  hixrii 
for  their  king,  when  the  unknown  youth  who 
bad  difcovered  the  artifice,  and  advanced  to  the 
barrier  foon  after  Lefzeck,  had  ^ott  courage  to 
tonteft  his  pretenfions  with  him,  by  difclpfing  the 
fraud.  The  difbotiourable  expedient  pradifed  by 
the  Polifh  lord  being  ifendered  evident,  all  his 
rivals  over  whotti  he  had  triumphed  rofe  againA 
hira  with  an  air  of  indignation ;  the  exafpcratcd 
people  cptidenmed  hrm  to  die  on  the  fpot,  and 
by  the  efFedt  6f  k  ftrange  caprice^  which  however 
was  worthy  of  a  (ionfufed  multitude^  they  imxne- 
diately  crowne4  the  informer. 

The  PoleB  were  happy  Under  the  govent- 
ment  of  this  niew  prince,  to  whom  they  gav0 
the  appellation  61  Leszko  II.  a  name  then 
icommon  among  this  people^  He  r^elled  the 
enemies  <rf  the  ftate,  and  carried  the  war  ii^ 
the  heart  of  their  country.  The  Bohemians  and 
Moravians  were  taad6  ienfible  ^f  ^  profperity 
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that  attended  his  arms,  and  he  was  either  feared 
or  rfefpedled  by  all  the  neighbouring  nations.  Not 
a  warrior  only,  he  poffeffed  all  the  virtues  of  a 
^eat  prince.  Merit  was  always  rewarded  in  his 
reign ;  he  approved  himfelf  the  father  and  pro- 
teftor  of  his  people,  and  never  fufrered  his  origi- 
nal condition  to  be  erafed  from  his  remembrance. 
To  fecure  himfelf  from  all  unpreffions  of  pride, 
indeed,  it  is  faid  he  caufed  the  defpicable  habit 
he  wore  before  the  Poles  arrayed  him  with  the 
royal  purple,  to  be  conflantly  carried  before  him 
in  all  public  ceremonials. 

Some  authors  have  thought  that  Leszko  Ilir 
was  defeated  by  Charlemagne,  and  that  he 
loft  his  life  in  a  combat  with  one  of  the  fons  of 
that  emperor.  But  however  that  may  be,  he  was 
fucceeded  by  his  fon  Leszko  III.  who  fupport- 
cd  by  his  virtue  his  own' reputation  and  that  of 
his  father.  When  he  had  conquered  a  band  of 
rebels,  who  made  an  infurredion  in  Poland,  he 
affifted  his  neighbours  who  were  invaded  by  the 
Greeks ;  and  Ae  fuccours  he  afforded  them  were 
fo  powerful,  that  Pannonia  was  indebted  to  him 
for  the  liberty  it  afterwards  enjoyed.  .  This  prince 
had  only  one  legitimate  fon,  named  Popiel ;  but 
a  great  number  of  natural  fons,  whom  he  inveft- 
cd  with  the  fovereignty  of  feveral  provinces, 
which  they  were  to  hold  as  homagers  to  the 
crown  of  Poland,  and  to  their  brother,  who  af- 
cended  the  throne  after  Leszko's  death,  by  the 
unanimous  cohfent  of  the  nobility. 

PopiEL  L  was  a  pacific  prince,  deftitute  of 
all  ambition.  He  never  had  recourfe  to  arms, 
but  with  a  view  to  defend  his  frontiers ;  and,  con- 
fining himfelf  to  the  adminiftration  of  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  his  kingdom,  he  enjoyed  a  repofe  to 
which  he  was  naturally  demoted.    He  transferred 
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\he  feat  of  his  empire  from  Cracow  to  Gnefiia, 
and  from  this  laft  city  to  Cnifvicia,  or  Crufwick, 
a  village  in  Cujavia,  which  he  had  newly  founded,  . 
and  which  at  prefent  is  only  known  by  its  ancient, 
reputation. 

The  minority  of  his  fon  Popiel  IL  was 
|>aired  without  any  commotions,  by  virtue  of  the. 
prudent  adminiftration  of  tl>e  uncles  of  the  young 
prince.  But  they  received  a  very  unfuitable  com- 
penfation  for  their  ferviccs,  and  were  treated  with 
the  bafeft  ingratitude  by  their  fovereign  when  he 
entered  upon  his  majority.  He  was  born  with  a. 
malignant  difpofition,  which  was  unfortimately 
cherilhed  by  the  artifices  of  an  ambitious  woman, 
who  left  nothing  unattempted  to  remove  his  un- 
cles from  him,  and  at  laft  accomplilhed  their 
deftruiflion.  The  weak  and  voluptuous  prince 
fufFered  himfelf  to  be  the  more  eafily  wrought 
upon  by  her  infinuations,  becaufe  the  remon- 
ftrances  he  had  received  from  his  uncles,  on  the 
fubjeft  of  his  unmanly  behaviour,  became  infup- 
portable  to  him.  He  pretended,  therefore,  to  be 
indifpofed,  and,  under  the  pretext  of  engaging 
their  attendance  at  court,  inhumanly  caufed  a 
poifoned  cup^  which  he  had  prepared  for  that 

gurpofe,  to  be  prelented  to  each  of  them  at  a 
anquet. 
Popiel  endeavoured  to  palliate  this  deteftable 
aftion,  by  creating  a  belief  that  he  had  only  pre- 
vented their  pernicipus  defigns,  and  extinguiflied 
a  formidable  confpiracy  which  they  had  formed 
againft  his  life  and  crown.  He  even  refufed  to 
permit  tlie  laft  offices  to  be  rendered  them,  and 
extended  his  inhumanity  beyond  death  itfelf.  But 
thefe  disfigured  remains  of  his  uncles  produced 
the  juft  avengers  of  his  crimes.  An  army  of  rats, 
if  we  may  credit  fome  hiftorians,  rofe  from  the 
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piitrefa<5ioh  of  the  dead  bodies,  and  marched  tcr 
the  very  throne,  in  order  to  execute  the  juftice  of 
Heaven  on  Popiel,  his  confort,  and  children? 
and  it  was  itnpeflible  to  chafe  them  away,  either 
by  arms,  or  lire,  or  water.  The  whole  royal  fa- 
ifiily  are  faid  to  have  become  the  prey  of  thcfe 
avenging  animats^ 

The  fubjefts  of  Popiel  alfo  were  ptmifhed  fof 
liis  offence,  but  the  mode  of  their  chaftiferaent  \9 
much  more  credible  than  that  of  their  prince. 
After  Popiel's  death,  Poland,  being  defiitute  of  a 
diief,  became  thethcatreof  a  moft  faiiguinary  war. 
The  nobility,  difunited  amo^ng  themlelves,  con- 
tributed to  the  deftruiftion  of  tl^ie  ftate  by  their 
divilions.  Different  fadions  were  daily  promoted, 
and  the  weakcft  became  a  prey  to  the  moft  po- 
tent. The  enemies  of  the  nation  improved  thefe 
diforders  to  their  own  advantage^  and  foon  ap-' 
peared  in  the  feld,  with  a  refolution  to  crufh  the 
victorious  as  well  as  the  vanquiflied. 

The  nobility,  however,  were  more  affeA- 
ed  by  the  apprehenfions  of  a  foreign  war,  than 
with  all  the  horrors  of  civil  commotions.  A  re- 
gard to  the  general  welfare  reunited  them  againft 
the  common  enemy,  and  extinguilhed  their  par- 
ticular divilions.  But  the  ftate  of  affairs-  at  thaC 
time  required  a  prince  capable  of  making  hi*  au- 
thority refpedled,  in  order  to  affociate  thefe  chiefs, 
who  were  independent  of  one  another,  and  who- 
were  equally  ambitious  to  command  the  army. 
Several  affemblies  had  been  held  for  the  ele6tioa 
©f  a  fovereign,  but  they  had  always  proved  in- 
«ffe<9:ual. 

The  deputies  of  the  nation  had  aflembled  at 
Crufvicia  for  a  confiderable  time,  without  being 
able  to  agree  in  their  choice  of  a  prince.  The 
l^eat  numbpc  of  people  whom  the  election  had 
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drawn  together  in  that  city  created  at  length 
foch  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,  that  the  lords  thcm- 
felves  were  left  deftitute  of  a  iupply.  In  this  ex- 
treme neceffity,  an  inhabitant  of  the  country 
Mceived  them  in  his  ruftic  cot,  entertained  them 
with  a  frugal  repaft,  and  displayed  a  found  judg- 
ment,  an  honeft  and  humane  heart,  abilities  fu- 
perior  to  his  condition,  a  refolute  mind,  and  a 
Jove  fbr  his  country,  'which  thefc  madmen  did  not 
feel  in  their  own  breafts.  Ambitious  men,  who 
themfelves  defpair  of  governing,  chufe  rather  to 
fubmit  to  a  third  perfon,  who  has  not  entered 
into  the  competition,  than  to  obey  a  rival.  In 
the  prefent  cafe,  they  determined  in  favour  of* 
virtue ;  and  by  this  means  repaired,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  mifchiefs  they  had  occaficmed  by  theif 
contefls  for  the  throne.  Piast,  therefore,  wa# 
chofen  king*- 


SECT.      IL 

SOVEREIGN^  OP  THE  PAMILY  OP  PlASt. 

840-  According  to  various  accounts.  Kail 
moved  in  the  humble  walk  of  a  wheelwright,  or  tf 
ipeafa^t.  Modern  pride  may  ihrink  back  at  the  tale^ 
but  if  innate  worth  and  extraordinary  talents  lift-* 
^cd  Pijuft  to  the  fovereignty,  the  philolbphic  mind 
will  contemplate  his  elevation  with  pleafure,  and 
draw  an  analogy  no  way  favourable  to  hereditary 
vice  or  imbecility.  Piaft  lived  to  a  very  advanced 
age,  and  his  reign  was  fo  aufpicious^  that  every 

*  ITlfft  credulous  Dkigoflius  believes  and  aflerts,  that  two 
angeitShuman  forms  were  entertained  by  Piaft  in  his  cot,  and 
nranifrfced  their  gratitude  for  his  hofpitality  by  miraculoud/ 
procuring  for  him  the  crown  of  Poland. 

I  native 
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native  Pole  who  has  fince  been  eledled  to  tlirf 
throne,  or  has  even  been  a  candidate  for  the  crown, 
has  been  called  a  Piaft. 

This  excellent  monarch  was  fucceeded  in  his 
virtues  and  his  dignity  by  his  fon  J^iemovitus, 
;who  by  hi?  valour  and  jullice,  during  a  reign  of" 
32  years>  enlarged  the  dukedom;  and  though 
the  government  was  not  hereditary,  yet  after  his 
death  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Leszko,  whofe 
merits  did  not  difgrace  the  exemplary  virtues  of 
his  anceftors. 

Zemomislaus  fon  of  Lefzko  was  m  like  man-^ 
ner  raifed  to  the  dukedom,  and  made  as  good  a 
life  of  his  power,  which,  at  his  death  in  964,  de- 
volved on  his  fon  Micislaus  I.  who  was  born 
blind,  but  obtained  his  light  in  the  fevcnth  year 
of  his  age. 

965.  Before  the  acceflion  of  this  prince,  the 
Poles  had  not  embraced  Chriftianity  ;  but  Micif- 
laus  having  married  fevcral  wives,  without  deriving 
offspring  from  either ;  fome  Chriftian  monks  per- 
funded  him  to  renounce  the  errors  of  paganifm, 
and  marry  a  Chriftian  princefs,  Dabrowka,  daugh- 
ter of  Bolellaus  duke  of  Bohemia.  He  tried  the 
experiment,  and  it  fucceeded;  but  he  is  repre- 
fcnted  by  the  moft  undoubted  authorities  as  a 
bigoted,  prieft-riddcn  prince. 

From  his  reign,  Poland  began  to  be  connedled 
with  Germany;  and  the  writers  of  that  country 
as  well  as  thole  of  Denmark  and  Sweden,  will  be 
found  to  furnilh  much  information  on  Pollfli  af- 
fairs anterior  to  the  exiftence  of  native  hifiorians. 

999.  At  the  demife  of  Miciflaus,  the  title  of 
duke  was  aboliflied,  and  his  fon  Boleslaus 
Crobray,  or  Chabry,  who  united  in  his  own 
perlbn  all  the  heathen  and  military  Chriftian  vir- 
tues, affumed  the  government,  and  was  recog- 
.  nifed  as  King  by  the  German  emperor  Otho  III. 

^nd 
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and  the  pope.  Having  conquered  Bohemia  and 
Moravia,  Boleflaus  carried  his  victorious  amis 
againft  the  Ruflians,  and  was  ftill  fuccefsfuL 
From  Ruffia  he  marched  into  Saxony,  which  he 
conquered,  together  with  Pomerania  and  PrufRa, 
and  made  theni  tributary  to  Poland. 

Having  at  length  fubdued  all  his  enemies,  he* 
took  mealures  for  fecuring  to  his  people  the  fruit 
of  his  victories:  Sedulous  to  regulate  the  admi^ 
niftration  in  the  interior  parts  of  his  kingdom, 
he  made  laws,  and  employed  his  mofl  earneft  en- 
fleavours  to  create  obedience  to  them.  Unambi- 
tious however  of  exclufive  power,  he  inftituted  a 
council  of  twelve  noblemen  to  affift  in  the  go- 
vernment, and  the  whole  nation  enjoyed^profound 
peace  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign. 

1025.  Boleflaus  the  Great  died  after  a  reign  of 
a5  years;  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Micis- 
I.AUS  11.  but  the  death  of  Boleflaus  was  a  lignal 
to  a  general  commotion ;  the  Ruflians,  PruflGians, 
Moravians,  and  Saxons  fell  at  once  upoa  Poland, 
to  free  themfelves  from  the  tribute  which  had 
been  impofed  upon  them ;  nor  had  Miciflaus,  as 
far  as  we  can  learn,  either  the  courage  to  fup- 
port  a  war,  or  the  capacity  neceffary  for  conduA- 
ing  it  with  fuccefs.  After  a  weak  government, 
therefore,  of  nine  years,  he  died  of  a  frenzy, 
March  15,  1034,  equally  defpifed^for  his  folly 
and  detefted  for  his  vices. 

The  contempt,  indeed,  which  the  people  had 
entertained  for  Miciflaus,  was  extended  even  to 
his  fon  Cafimir,  and  apprehenfive  left  he  Ihould 
devote  himfelf  to  the  fame  vices,  and  prove  as 
flagitious  as  his  father,  the  lords  conceived  it 
proper  to  fufpcnd  his  cledlion  and  coronation, 
though  without  excluding  him  entirely  from  the 
throne.     During  his  minority,  the  adminiftration 

of 


§1  klSTOHV   6F  POLAKbi 

of  affairs  was  conligncd  to  Rika,  the  mother  of' 
the  young-  prince,  and  the  daughter  of  Godfrey 
Count  Palatine  of  thd  Rhine.  But  the  regent 
foon  exalperated  the  people  by  her  imperious 
condud,  and  her  unjuft  preference  of  the  Ger- 
mans to  the  Poles.  The  people  wel^  overwhelmed 
with  exadlions;  th6  adminiftratidn  of  affairs  was 
in  the  hands  of  fltangers,  who  alone  difpofed  of 
evefy  thing;  Jn  vain  were  remonftrances  mad^ 
to  her,  Ihe  refuied  to  hear,  and  treated  thofe  who 
came  to  offer  them  with  a  proud. contempt. 

This  inflexibility  at  laft  diflblved  the  feebk 
bands  that  united  the  toles  to  their  So^weign. 
The  regent  was  banifhed,  and  obliged  to  feek  ant 
^fylum  out  of  the  Polifh  dominions.  She  car-* 
ried  with  her,  however,  thofe  immenfe  treafures 
which  had  been  acquired  by  the  vi6lories  of  Bo- 
leflaus  the  Great,  and  placed  herfelf,  and  her 
.Ion,  under  the  p-ote6tion  of  the  emperor.  Thid 
iprince  gave  them  an  honourable  reception,  and 
promifcd  them  a  fpeedy  vengeance.  He  evert 
taufed  troops  to  advance  to  the  fix)ntiers  of  Po- 
land, but  it  was  ralher  with  a  view  to  fave  ap-^ 
J)earances,  than  to  employ  any  ciForts  fufficietit 
to  rc-efiablifh  Cafimir  on  the  throne  of  his 
father. 

An  utter  ariarchy  how  fucceeded,  attended 
with  a<fts  of  the  moft  fhocking  barbarity  and  vit 
lany.  Young  Cafimit  had  l^en  driven  out  of 
Poland,  and  the  country  was  over-run  with  fo- 
reign enemies.  The  Poles  applied  for  affiftance 
to  the  popes,  whofe  credit  was  then  very  high ; 
they  indeed  took  the  largefTes  of  the  Poles  with 
one  hand,  and  thofe  of  their  enemies  with  the 
other,  and  pronkifcd  both,  but  kept  faith  with 
tieither^ 

Th« 
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The  Polifh  nobility /linited,  at  length,  to  confi- 
der  of  fome  expedient  for  the  fuppreffion  of  thefc 
dilbrders.  All  ack;io\vled^ed  that  a  prince  was 
neccflary  for  Polan(i,  but  tiieir  yicvvs  were  diffe- 
rent with  refpc6t  to  the  choice.  Some  gave  their 
fufFrage  for  a  neighbo^uing  prince,  others  declar- 
ed in  favour  either  of  thcmfelves,  or  fome  lord  of 
the  kingdom :  but  the  greateft  number  of  them, 
fupported  by  the  archbi(hop  of  Gncfna,  were  of  ' 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  recall  Ca-  , 
fimir,  who,  as  tliey  difcovercd,  had  received 
the  monaftic  habit  in  the  abbey  of  Clugni.  Ca- 
siMiR  obtained  leave  from  the  pope  to  mount  his 
father's  throne,  and  to  refldre  Poland  to  ordex 
and  government. 

Though  certainly  a  bigot  to  the  church  of 
Rome,  to  which  he  made  too  great  and  humili- 
3^ting  conceffions,  yet  Calimir  I.  manifefted  gre^t 
courage  and  abilities  in  governing,  and  left  his 
■kingdom  in  a  very  profperous  ftate  in  1058.  Th& 
truth  is,  the  Poles  were  at  that  time  fubjefts  to 
the  fee  of  Rome,  and  their  kings  were  little  more 
than  fubftitutes  to  the  Popes,  to  whom,  as  it  ap- 
pears, they  paid  an  annual  tribute.     , 

1056.  Calimir  was  fuccecded  by  his  fon  Bo- 
I.ESLAUS  II.  who  three  years  after  added  Red 
Ruflia  to  Poland,  by  marrying  the  princcfs  Wif- 
zeflava,  heirefs  of  that  duchy.     He  re-conquered 

freat  part  of  the  territory  that  had  been  acquired 
y  Boleflaus  the  Great,  and  loft  again  by  Micif- 
laus;  conquered  Kiovia;  and  at  length,  by  his 
great  actions  againfl  the  Bohemians,  Pruffians, 
Ruflians,  and  Hungarians,  obtained  the  name  of 
The  BoliL 

After  a  life  pa/Ted  in  achieving  the  moft  fplen- 
did  victories,  however,  Boleflaus  funk  into  luxu- 
ry^  and  fpent  his  time  in  the  countries  he  had 

conquc^ 
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conquered  (particularly  in  Kiow,  then  one  of  tlia 
moft  luxurious  cities  in  the  world  on  the  banks 
of  the  Boryfthenes)  furrounded  by  a  numerous 
court  and  powerful  army. 

The  abfence  of  the  Poles  from  their  wives  on 
this  occafion  is  faid  to  have  united  the  latter  in 
the  horrid  delign  of  railing  their  flaves  and  fer- 
vants  to  their  beds.  At  the  return  of  the  Poles  a 
dclperate  battle  enfued,  in  which  the  women 
fought  by  the  fides  of  their  lovers,  and  Poland 
again  was  deluged  with  blood.  The  ladies  and 
their  ignoble  gallai^ts  at  laft  were  fubducd;  but 
Boleflaus  beeamc  a  complete  tyrant;  he  fane- 
tioned  the  aflaflination  of  feveral  members  of  the 
clergy,  and  the  acme  of  his  crimes  was  the  mur- 
der of  the  Bifhop  of  Cracow;  for  which  the 
thunder  of  the  Vatican  drove  him  from  his  king- 
dom, and  he  died  in  the  moft  abje<5t  ftate  of 
poverty;  as  fome  authors  affirm,  in  the  ft  at  ion  of 
cook  to  a  njopaftery  in  Carinthia,  while  others 
^ifert  ^at  he  was  killed  as  he  was  hunting  in  the 
forefts  of  Hungary. 

In  1082  the  pope,  after  much  folicitation,  per- 
mitted the  Poles  to  eledt  Ladislaus,  brother  of 
the  former  monarcli,  for  their  fovereign,  but 
wkhout  the  title  of  king.  His  reign  however 
was  a  period  of  tro^ble^  and  ended  with  his  life 
in  iioj. 

BoLESLAus  III.  fon  and  fucccflbr  of  Ladiflaus, 
was  one  of  the  moft  warlike  princes  of  the  age. 
He  defeated  the  emperor  Jlenry  V.  and  is  faid  to 
have  been  prefent  in  forty-fevcn  pitched  battles. 
Entering,  however,  into  a  war  with  the  Ruffians, 
they  defeated  him,  and  the  difgracc  is  faid  to 
Iiavc  affcclcd  him  fo  much  that  it  brouglit  him  to 
his  grave. 
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1 139.  Before  his  death,  Boleflaus  had  divided 
the  kingdom  among  four  of  his  fons,  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  fifth,  Ciifimir,  whowas  then  in  his 
infancy:  but  this  will  was  fct  aiidc  by  the  eldeft, 
Ladislaus,  the  fccond  of  that  name,  who,  ani- 
ihated  by  his  lewd  and  ambitious  wife  Chriftina, 
aflumcd  the  ejtciufive  government  of  the  ftate. 
I  After  a  turbulent  reign,  however,  this  flagitious 
prince  was  depofed  and  driven  into  Oermany. 

In  1 146,  BoLESLAUs  IV.  brother  to  the  laft  duke 
(for  as  yet  the  pope  had  not  fufFered  the  regal  ti- 
tle to  be  refumed)  governed  Poland,  and,  proving 
a  mild  and  amiable  prince,  affigned  to  his  exiled 
brother  the  province  of  Silefia,  which  has  ever 
fince  been  difinembercd  froni  Poland. 

During  this  reign,  the  rage  of  crufading  pre- 
vailed in  Europe,  and  Henry,  brother  of  the 
reigning  duke,  made  a  campaign  in  the  Holy 
iiand,  from  which  he  returned  with  the  lofs  of 
almoft  all  the  army  that  attended  him. 

Taking  an  infamous  advantage  of  this  deduc- 
tion from  the  forces  of  the  Polifti  monarch,  the 
exiled  Ladiflaus,  and  his  wife  Chriftina,  w^ho,  as 
have  juft  ol^ferved,  had  by  the  generofity  of 
the  reigning  brother  been  invefted  with  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  Silefia,  perfuadcd  the  emperor  Fre- 
deric Barbarofla  to  invade  Poland.  The  imperial 
army,  in  this  treacherous  attempt,  was  ruined, 
but  an  accommodation  fuccceded,  and  Boleflaus 
acquired  leifure  to  turn  his  arms  againfl:  the  Ruf- 
fians, under  the  pious  pretence  of  their  being 
ftill  heathens.  His  troops  were  every  where  de- 
feated, the  remainder  of  his  reign  was  chequered 
with  good  and  bad  fortune,  and  Boleflaus  died 
on  the  30th  06lober  ii73- 

1 174.  The  next  fovereign  that  Poland  receiv- 
ed was  MiciSLAUS  Illt  but  the  relation  he  bore 

to 
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to  the  former  duke,  or  the  title  by  which  he 
claimed  or  obtained  the  fupremacy,  hiftory  has 
failed  to  record.  Miciflaus  III.  furnamcd  the  Old 
on  account  of  the  wifdom  he  difcovered  in  his 
early  youth,  made  it  evident,  that  profperity  can 
change  the  heart.  Poland  was  in  expedlation  of 
happy  times  under  the  rci<rn  of  a  prince  who 
had  always  appeared  equitable  and  prudent,  but 
he  difappointed  the  hopes  of  the  people  whofe 
afFedion  had  raifcd  him  to  the  throne  in  oppo- 
fition  to  many  parties  that  had  been  formed  to 
his  prejudice,  and  he  became  a  tjTant  the  mo- 
ment he  ccafed  to  be  a  fu)  jecl. 

The  coniequcnce  may  te  anticipated :  Micif- 
laus was  dcpofed. 

1177.  Casimir  n.  his  brother,  who  fuccccdcd, 
was  a  wile  and  valiant  prince,  and  obtained  the 
honourable  appellative  of  The  Jufii  But  bis  own 
virtues,  eminent  as  they  really  were,  were  incom*- 
petent  to  fccure  to  him  a  reign  of  peace;  the  in/i- 
dious  arts  of  his  turbulent  brother  and  his  other 
relations  perpetually  diflurbed  the  tranquillity 
of  his  kingdom,  and  defeated  the  falu1;ary  mea- 
furcs  which  tlie  benevolence  of  his.  nature  in- 
clined him  to  accord  to  the  happincfs  of  hi$ 
people^ 

Yet  the  virtues  of  Cafimir  (b  endeared  his  me- 
mory to  the  Poles,  that  at  his  death  in  1194,  his 
fon  Leck  was  raifed  to  the  ducal  ch^ir,  not- 
withftanding  all  tlie  intrigues  of  his  depofcd 
tinde  Micifliius. 

1202.  The  reftlefs  and  ambitious  Miciflaus  at 
tart  procured  the  dcpolition  of  his  nephew,  and 
his  own  rc-eftablilhmcnt  on  the  throne.  But  tlic 
dignity  which  villany  had  thus  acquired,  the 
jiilticc  of  Heaveo  prevented  his  long  retaining. 
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ft&d  lie  was  fucceeded  in  1203  ^  ^^  ^^^  La»is- 
LAUS  III*  who  died  in  a  few  days. 

The  Polifli  hiilory  about  this  period  is  very 
dark  and  doubtful ;  all  we  can  learn  with  certain- 
ly is,  that  in  the  year  1206,  Leck  was  reftored  to 
the  throne ;  but  his  reign  was  a  continued  feries 
t>f  foreign  invafions  and  domeftic  trdubies. 

Poland,  in  Ihort,  became  now  a  prey  to  the 
Tartars,  heck  had  a  brother  Conradc,  who,  to 
keep  himfelf  m  pofleffion  of  Mafovia  and  Cuja- 
via,  called  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order  to 
his  affillance  againft  the  Pruffians,  by  which 
'meafure  that  order  became  poffefled  of  the  Polifh 
Pruffia.  The  fadl:  was,  that  the  Pruffians  being 
at  that  time  pagans,  and  the  holy  iee  claiming  a 
right  to  difpofe  of  all  pagan  countries,  the  pope 
alligned  Pruffia  t<5  the  Teutonic  knights  for  the 
fervices  they  had  performed  in  the  holy  wars. 

In  1242  we  find  Boleslaus  V.  fon  of  Leck, 
in  pofleffion  of  Poland.  His  whole  reign  was 
occupied  in  wars  witli  the  Tartars,  Ruffians,  and 
Lithuanians;  as  was  that  of  his  coufin  Leck, 
^pvho  fucceeded  him  in  the  year  1280. 

On  the  death  of  this  latter  prince  in  1 289,  long 
end  turbulent  difputes  appear  to  have  happened 
tibout  the  fucceffion,  which  at  laft  devolved  upon 
Premislaus,  a  powerful  Polifh  lord,  who,  to  re* 
vivc  the  glory  and  fpirit  of  his  fubjecls,  refumed 
the  title  of  king^  June  26,  1295. 

Premiflaus,  however,  after  a  reign  of  only  fix 
toonths  and  eleven  days,  was  depofed  by  the  king 
i}(  Bohemia,  and  flain  by  confpirators. 

In  12963  Ladisi-aus  IV.  furnamed  iT^e  Uftle, 
was  nominated  king  of  Poland ;  but  being  foon 
dethroned,  the  crown  was  given  to  Wenceslaus, 
ling  of  Bohemia.  The  Bohemian  government, 
however,  "fbon  proving  utterly  difagreeable  to  the 
^  H      '  Poles, 
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Poles,  Wenceflaus  was  quickly  driven  from  th€^ 
throne,  and  Ladislaus  IV.  rcflored^ 

After  this  event,  Ladiflaus  carried  on  a  long 
arid  bloody  war  againft  the  knights  of  the  Teuto-^ 
nic  order,  who  were  headed  by  the  marquis  of 
Brandenburg.  In  the  end  they  were  defeated^ 
and  the  refidue  of  hi^  reign  was  glorious, 

1333.  The  fon  of  Ladiflaus,  Casimir  III. 
furnamcd  The  Great ^  fucceeded  to  the  throne  of 
Poland.  The  Polifh  hiftorislns  dwell  with  An- 
gular comfplacency  upon  his  reign,  as  the  moft 
glorious  and  happy  period  of  their  hiftory ;  and 
record  with  peculiar  pleafure  the  virtues  and  abi- 
lities of  this  great  and  amiable  monarch :  nor  are 
their  praifes  the  echoes  of  flatterv,  for  they  were 
moftly  written  fubfequent  to  nis  death,  when 
another  family  was  feated  upon  the  throne.  In 
peruling  the  reign  of  Calimir,  we  can  hardly  be-* 
lieve  that  we  are  reading  the  hiflory  of  the  fove- 
reign  of  a  barbarous  people  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fourteenth  century:  it  fecms  as  if,  by  the 
alccndancy  of  his  fuperior  gfenius,  he  had  antici- 
pated the  knowledge  and  improvements  of  the 
lucreedfng  and  more  enlightened  periods. 

From  the  moment  of  his  acceffion  his  firfl  care 
was  to  fccure  his  kingdom  againft  foreign  ene- 
mies: with  this  view  he  attacked  the  knights  of 
the  Teutonic  order,  with  whom  Poland  had  Ibng 
been  in  an  almoft  continual  ftatc  of  warfare^ 
and  obliged  them  to  pin-chafe  a  peace  by  the  cet- 
lion  of  Culm  and  Cujavia,  which  they  had 
wrcfted  from  his.  lather:  he  then  reduced  Red 
Ruflia;  and  annexed  tlie  duchy  of  Maibvia  to 
the  dominions  of  Poland.  By  thefe  acquiiitions 
he  not  only  extended  the  frontiers  of  his  empire, 
but  rendered  his  dominions  lefs  liable  to  fodden 
invalions.      But  thcle  great  fucccffes  were  not 

able 
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«iUe  to  excite  in  his  breaft  the  fatal  fpirit  of  mili- 
tary enterprize;  he  always  confidered  war  as  a* 
matter  of  neceffity,  not  of  choice,  and  as  the 
means  of  fafefy  rather  than  of  glory.  Having 
fecured  his  froiltiel^,  as  well  by  his  viftories  as 
by  treaties  with  the  neighbouring  powers,  he 
turned  his  whole  attention  to  the  interior  admi- 
niftration  of  his  kingdom;  he  built  feveral  towns, 
enlarged  and  beautified  others:  fo  that  Dlugof- 
fius,  who  wrote  in  the  following  century,  fays  of 
him,  *^  Poland  is  indebted  to  Cafimir  for  the 
"  greateft  part  of  her  churches,  palaces,  fortrefles, 
"  and  towns;"  adding,  in  allulion  to  a  fimilar 
charadter  .given  of  Auguftus  Caefar,  "  that  he 
"  found  Poland  of  wood,  and  left  her  of  mar- 
"  ble."  He  patronized  letters;  founded  the 
academy  of  Cracow;  promoted  induftry,  and 
encouraged  trade;  elegant  in  his  manners,  and 
magnificent  in  his  court,  he  was  oeconomical 
without  meannefs,  and  liberal  without  prodi- 
gality. 

Cafimir,  too,  was  the  greiat  legiflator  of  Po- 
land: finding  his  country  without  any  written 
laws,  he  reviewed  all  the  ufages  and  cuftoms ;  and 
digefted  them,  with  fome  additions,  into  a  regu- 
lar code,  which  he  ordered  to  be  publiflied.  He 
fimplified  and  improved  the  courts  of  jiifticc;  he 
was  eafy  of  accefs  to  the  meaneft  as  well  as  the 
higheft  of  his  fubjedls,  and  folicitous  to  relieve 
the  peafants  from  the  oppreflions  of  the  nobility : 
fuch  indeed  was  the  tendernefs  he  Ihewed  to  that 
injured  clafs  of  men,  and  fo  many  were  the  pri- 
vileges which  he  conferred  upon  them,  that  the 
nobles  ufed  to  call  him  out  of  derifion,  Hix  Rujli- 
corumy  the  king  of  the  peafants;  perhaps  themoft 
noble  appellation  thai  ever  was  beftowed  upon  a 
fovereign,  and  far  to  be  preferred  to  the  titles  of 
H  a  magnificent 
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mamificeht  acnd  great,  trhich  have  %9cn  (b  often 
laviihed  rather  upo^n  the  pcrfecutors  than  the  be- 
nefaStors  of  mankind.  Human  nature^  ho\vever> 
is  never  perfect;  Caiimir  was  not  without  his^ 
killings :  yolvq>taous  and  fenfual,  he  pufhed  the 
{>leafures  of  the  ta^ble  to  intemperance;  and  his- 
inordinate  paiiion  for  women  fed  him  into  fomc 
adlions,  inconiiftent-with  the  general  tenor  of 
honour  and  integrity  which  diflinguilhes  his  cha- 
radler.  Butthefe  defe£b  influenced  chiefly  his 
private,  not  his  pubKe  deportment ;  or,  to  life 
the  expreffion  of  Dlugoffiu^,  the  Poliih  hiAorian, 
his  private  failings  were  redeemed  by  his  public 
virtues :  and  it  is  allowed  by  all,  that  no  fovercign 
more  confulted  the  happiheis  of  his  fubje<5ts.  Or 
was  more  beloved  at  home  and  refpe<Sbed  abroad. 
After  a  long  reign  of  forty  years  he  was  thrown 
fsom  his  horfe  as  he  was  hunting;  and  died  afler 
k  fliort  illnefs  in  the  6oth  year  of  his>  age,  carry- 
ing with  him  to  the  grave  the  regret  of  his  fub* 
je^s,  and  a  claim  to  the  veneration  6(  pofterity. 

Had  Caiimir  hcen  fucceeded  by  a  line  of  he- 
reditary monarehs,.  it  is  probable  tliat  the  baron» 
Would  never  have  recovered  their  former  afcen-- 
dancy,  and  that  the  feudal  fyftem  wouM  haver 
been  gradually  annihilated  in  Poland  as  in  other 
parts  of  Europe.  He  died  in  1370  without  iifue;. 
and  with  him  ended  the  mce  of  Piafi  in  tfie  mal^ 
line.  ' 


SECT.    RL 

SOVERErONS  OF  THE  FAMILY  €>¥  JMsQmjjtX^tt^ 

13  70r  Lewis  king  of  Hungary,  nephew  to  Cafi-^ 
fnir  by  his  lifter,  fua^eded  him  in  the  throve  of  Po- 
land; but  being  a  foreigner,  he  was  given  to  under* 

fiand 


^fia&d  &sit  tbe  iccuiity  of  his  reign  depended  on 
hi$  fubmittisg  to  feveral  limitations  aiia  reflraintf 
on  the  royal  prerogatives;  the  kings  of  Poland, 
having  till  this  period  been  abfolute  monarchs* 
King  of  Hungary  as  weU  as  of  Poland^  however, 
the  partiality  of  Xewis  for  the  Hungarians  was 
fuch  as  fpeedily  rendered  the  latter  kingdom  a 
fcene  of  perpbtual  bloodihed  and  robbery.  Fo* 
reign  invaiions  and  rebellions  fucceeded,  but  thj& 
power  of  Lewis  prevailed  over  all,  and  he  obtigi^ 
cd  the  Poles  to  eledt  in  his  life-time  Sigifinond^ 
marquis  of  Brandenburg,  for  his  fucceifor. 

At  the  death  of  Lewis,  bowever^^  in  1382,  the 
Pole%  on  the  plea  of  its  bp^ving  been  obtainedl 
by  conftraint,  fet  afide  the  fucceffion  of  SigJC- 
xnond,  who  would  probably  have  been  formida- 
ble, as  he  muft  have  been  inimicaj,  to  their  nqwlyr 
acquired  immunities;  and  came  to  a  refolution  to 
offer  their  crown  to  Hedwiga  princefs  of  Hun- 
gry, and  iecond  daughter  of  the  deceafed  mo- 
narch, provided  ihe  would  efpoufe  a  prince 
^Kihom  the  Poles  ihould  approve,  ajod  who  ihould 
be  obliged  to  reiide  in  the  kingdom. 

Some  time  after  thia  trania<ftion,  Semovit  duke 
of  Ma£>via  wsls  choien  by  the  ftates  to  efpouf^ 
the  queen;  but  Elizabeth  emprefs  of  Hungary, 
and  mother  of  Hedwiga,  woukl  not  accept  him 
for  a  ibn-in-law,  and  her  intrigues  were  fo  pre->' 
valenta  that  hi$  lele^ion  wa^  irendered  inef- 
fe6hial« 

1385.  Hedwiga,  therefoce,  fet  out  for  Poland, 
wfaeie  fhe  was  received  with  the  acclamations  of 
all  her  fub^dls;  and  fcarcely  were  the  ceremonials 
of  her  coronation  completed,  wlien  Jaghellon, 
great  duke  of  Lithuania,  fent  a  magnificent  em-^ 
bafly  to  demand  the  queen  in  marriage.  He 
pfopQ(e4  to  embrace  the  Chriftian  religiou,  an4' 
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to  employ  his  utmoft  endeavours  for  the  convcr- 
fion  of  his  fubjedls ;  he  likewife  engaged  to  re-  . 
leafe  the  Chriftian  flaves,  particularly  the  Polilh, 
and  to  incorporate  for  ever  Lithuania,  Samogitia^ 
and  his  Ruffian  teiTitories,  with  the  kingdom  of 
Poland;  laflly,  he  undertook  to  re-conquer 
Pomerania,  and  the  territory  of  Culm,  together 
with  Silefia,  and  all  the  other  dominions  whicli 
had  been  ufurped  from  Poland. 
-  Bythefe  advantageous  offers  Jaghellon  eafily 
obtained  his  defire :  the  queen  of  Hungary  ap- 
proved his  alliance,  and  left  the  tranfadlion  of  the 
whole  affair  to  the  prudence  of  the  Polifh  nobi- 
lity, who  immediately  complied  with  the  duke  of 
Lithuania's  demand ;  but  they  a^^ed  in  this  par- 
ticular without  confulting  the  heart  of  the  young 
queen,  who  entertained  a  paffion  for  William 
duke  of  Auflria,  to  whom  fhe  had  been  pro- 
mifed  by  king  Lewis  her  father ;  and  fhe  only 
confidered  Jaghellon  as  a  barbarian  prince,  and 
the  fovereign  of  a  cruel  and  idolatrous  nation. 

The  duke  of  Auflria,  having  received  intellN 
gence  of  what  was  tranfac^ing  in  Poland,  ad- 
vanced with  all  poffible  expedition  to  Cracow, 
where  he  was  received  by  order  of  the  queen, 
notwithflanding  the  difapprobation  of  the  Caflel- 
lan.  He  had  leveral  private  interviews  with  her, 
entertained  her  with  magnificent  feafts,  and  the 
two  lovers  were  on  the  point  of  defeating  all  the 
projefts  of  the  .fenate.  Their  fecret  interviews, 
however,  at  length  alarmed  the  nobility,  who 
appeared  in. arms  before  the  caflle,  and  con- 
ibrained  the  duke  to  retire.  The  queen,  added 
to  her  defpair  at  being  fevered  from  the  prmce 
flie  loved,  had  the  mortification  of  beholding 
hcrfelf,  in  fome  meafure^  a  prifoner  in  her  own 
palace.' 
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Jaghellon,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced  to- 
wards GracoWj  with  a  numerous  body  of  troops, 
and  accompanied  by  Boris  and  Skirgellon,  his 
brothers  :  but  as  Hedwiga  had  declared  that  (he 
would  not  fee  him,  this  difpofition  of  the  prin- 
cefe  retarded  his  march.  The  fenate  threw  them- 
fclves  at  her  feet,  and  made  the  moft  preffing 
inftances,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  her  to  fee  the 
duke  of  Lithuania.  The  queen  at  laft  complied 
with  their  folicitatipns,  and  Jagkellon  was  in- 
troduced into  her  prefence.  The  prince  was 
young  and  amiable,  Hedwiga  no  longer  remem- 
bered William  of  Auflria,  her  heart  immediately 
correlpondedwith  her  duty,  and,  with,  the  frailty 
fo  commonly  attributed  to  her  fex,  flie  gave  him 
her  hand  with  mor«  raptures  than  ever  (he  felt 
for  his  rival. 

1386.  jAGHfiLLON,  having  mounted  the  throne, 
found  that,  by  the  renunciation  of  Lewis,  the 
kings  of  Poland  were  divefled  of  the  right  to  im- 
po(c  taxes  withqut  the  confent  of  the  nation  ;  he 
therefore  aflTembled  the  nobles  in  their  refpe6live 
provinces  in  order  to  obtain  an  additional  tribute. 
Thefc  provincial  aflTcmblies  are  remarkable  as  ha- 
ving given  birth  to  the  dietines ;  which,  however, 
no  longer  retain  the  power  of  raifing  money  in 
their  feveral  diftri6ts,  but  only  cleft  the  nuntios 
or  reprelentatives  for  the  generj^l  diet. 

The  vaft  acceflion  of  territory  which  Jaghellon 
brought  to  Poland  in  his  hereditary  dominions, 
the  provipces  of  Samogitia^  and  Black  Ruflia,  as 
well  as  Lithuania,  and  which  gav^j  fuch  influence 
to  his  ppfterity  over  the  hearts  of  the  Poles,  that  the 
crown  was  prtefervcd  in  the  JaghcUonic  family  un- 
til the  male  lineb  ecame  extinft  in  Sigifmond  Au- 
guftus,  1572,  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  Teuto- 
nic knights  of  Pru(fia ;  nor,  indeed,  were  the  Li- 
H  ^  thui^r 
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thuaniaias  themfelves  plcafed  with  their  country 
being  annexed  to  Poland  ;  and  the  difcontents.  of 
fo  numerous  a  body  of  people  produced  feyeral 
wars. 

The  inhabitants  of  Lithuania  and  Samogitia 
were  at  this  time  worihippers  of  fire.  Their  chict 
prieft,  who  was  called  Zinez,  and  the  fubordinatet 
priefls  were  obliged  to  keep  it  burning  night  and 
day  J  and  if  the  faored  fire  happened  to  be  extin- 
guifhed  by  any-'^^hO:,  its  facerdotal  wardens^ 
vyere'^unilhed  with  d^th.  llie  principal  temple 
wa?.  at  Vilna,^  which  Was  then  the  capital  of  Li- 
thuatii^,  and  fome  remains  of  that  temple  are  &i\\ 
to  be  l^envin  on^  of  the  cailles  of  that  city.  If 
the  fun  ^wa»w  ^t  any  )ime  fo  obicured  by  clouds  a% 
nctjt  to  be  vifijDlp  ipi^  fome  days,  the  whole  nation 
crowded  to  the  teraile,  in  the  utmoft  terror,  to 
appeafe  the  offendap  deity  by  human  facrifices. 
When  that  lumipary\  was  eclipfed,  the  conAerna-* 
tion  and  fuperftition  "of  thqfe  idolators  were  aug-  ' 
mented.  Gloomy  forefls  \i^  lofty  fpreading  trcea 
alfo  excited  their  veneratiop ;  they  conudered 
them  as  the  manfions  where  their  gods  reflded, 
and  approached  with  an  air  of  reverence,  in  order  " 
to  receive  their  oracles.  Serpents  were  likewiie 
the  objecjls  of  tl\eir  adoration ;  and  they  paid  fuch 
j^^igious  honour  to  vipers,  that  each  father,  of  a 
family  was  obliged  to  nouriih  one  of  thofe  noxipusi 
anirnals,  and  to  reipedl  it  a$  the  tutelar  god  of  his 
houfe.  ; 

Jaghcllon,  to  fulfil  his  promife  of  converting 
his  ancient  fubjecSls,  laid  the  temple  of  Vilna 
in  ruins,  and  cxtinguilhed  the  perpetual  fire  ;  ho 
likewiie  cut  down  all  the  forcfts  that  afibrdcd  re- 
treats to  the  Lithuanian  priefis,  and  crufh^d  their 
ferpcnts  to  death.  When  the  people,  whp  were 
blinded  by  igopjance  and  l^ng  h^l^itj^^j  b$l)eld 
^  ,    -^  the 
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the  unpunifhed  demolition  pf  their  temples,  the/' 
were  immediately  convinced  of  the  impotence  of 
their  gods ;  they  then  renounced  the  wqrfliip  of 
thofe  ^eak  idpls^  aqd  came  in  crowds  to  |>e  bapr 
tifed.  The  number  of  catechumens  was  fo  great, 
that  they  were  only  baptifod  by  alperfion  ;  and 
none  but  the  moft  diftinguifhed  among  them  re- 
ceived that  fecrament  in  private,  and  with  the 
ufual  ceremonies.  Jaghelloa  left  priefls  to  in-? 
iiru6l  the  pcqple;  erected  an  archbilhopric  at 
Vilna ;  and,  as  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Poland, 
conftituted  hi^  brother  Skirgellon  their  duj^e. 

This  priifce  was  altogether  unworthy  of  that 
irank.  Hid  difpolition  was  cruel  and  impetuous, 
and  he  was  equally  formidable  to  his  friends  and 
his  foes;  in  a  word,  he  never  ceafed  to  be  dreadful, 
but  when  he  had  been  debilitated  by  fome  debauch. 
The  new  power  he  had  acquired,  rendered  him 
ftili  more  untraftable.  His  conftn  Vitholda,  who 
Md  been  engaged  in  fome  difagreement  with  him, 
could  not  think  himfelf  fafe  in  a  country  that  was 
governed  by  fuch  a  barbarous  and  vindidlivo 
prince.  He  therefore  retired  from  Lithuania,  and 
tookrefifge  inPruffia,  among  the  Teutonic  knights, 
jthe  ufual  afylum  of  the  difajffcdled.  They  recei- 
ved him  with  open  arms ;  for,  though  inftituted 
for  the  defence  of  Chriftianity,  they  had  violently 
oppoied  the  converfion  of  the  Lithuanians,  A 
pioft  bloody  war,now  followed,  which  ended  in  the 
king's  creating  Vitholda  fble  governor  of  Lithu- 
ania. 

This  happened  about  the  time  when  Tamerlane 
was  invading  Greece.  At  firft  Vitholda  obtained 
fingular  advantages  over  the  generals  of  that 
mighty  Conqueror ;  but  at  length  he  was  over-^ 
powered  by  numbers ;  ajid  the  Teutonic  knights 
proved  a,  fliU  more  barbarous  army  than  the  Tar- 
:  tars^ 
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firs,  ^ho  indeed  ravaged  Poland,  but  in  the  encJ 
were  entirely  defeated  by  Jaghellon,  who  is  faid 
to  have  flain  forty  thoufand,  and  to  have  made 
thirty  thoufand  prifoners,-  but  is  blamed  by  hifto- 
rians  for  not  having  taken  Marienburgh,  the  capi* 
tal  city  of  the  ,Poli(h'  Pruffia.  The  knights,  it 
feems,  from  this  negle<Sl:,  gained  time  to  recover 
themfelves  under  their  Grand  Mafter  Plawen, 
who  fqund  means  to  draw  Vilholda  from  his  alle- 
^ance,  by  offering  to  give  him  Lithuania  and  Sa- 
mogitia  in  fovereignty.  He  was,  however,  de- 
feated in  the  field  as  well  as  in  the  cabinet,  by  the 
firmnefs  of  Jaghellon,  who  conquered  all  oppo- 
fition,  ^nd  died,  after  a  glorious  reign  of  48 
years,  and  at  a  very  advanced  age,  in  1434. 

To  this  monarch  fuccccded  his  fon,  at  that  time 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  age,  by  the  title  of 
Ladislaus  V, 

Dijring  the  king*?  minority,  Poland  and  Lithu-r 
ania  were  harafled  by  the  Tartars  ;  and  at  a  very 
early  period  he  was  neoeffitatcd  to  put  himfelf 
at  the  liead  of  his  army  to  oppofe  Am^urath,  or 
Morad,  emperor  of  the  Turks. 

By  fomc  authors  Ladiflaus  V.  is  reprefented  as 
having  been  at  this  time  king  of  Hungar)' ;  it  is 
certain,  however,  that  the  Hungarians,  foon  after, 
bellowed  upon  him  tleir  crown  and  fovereignty; 
and  Ladiflaus,  after  defeating  the  Turks,  made  a 
peace  honourable  to  himfelf  and  highly  beneficial 
to  all  Chriftendom.  But  the  lullrc  of  this  victory  was 
tarnilhed  by  a  violation  of  faith,  to  which  he  was 

Jrompted  by  tlie  cardinal  Julian,  legate  of  pope 
'aelix  tire  Fifth,  a  furious  and  fciolifti  bigot. 
Prompted  by  his  fuggcftions,  and  negligent  of  af 
treaty  of  peace  folemnly  ratified,  Ladiflaus 
marched  into  Bulgaria,  where  he  advanced  below 
Nicopolis,  tlic  capital  of  that  province,  and  then 

cntere* 


H1ST6RY    OP    POLAND.  I07 

entered  Thrace,  where. he  took  fome  caftlcs.     His 
intention  was  to  attack  Adrianople  ;  but  Amurath^ 
though  furprifed  at  fuch  an  unexpeAed  rupture, 
was  not  wanting  to  himfelf  on  this  occafion.     He 
aflembled  a  body  of  troops  in  hafte,  and  marched 
from  Afia  into  Europe.     The  two  armies  face^ 
each  other  near  Varna,  a  city  of  Moldavia,  where 
Amurath,  laying  his  hc'^nd  on  the  treaty  which 
had  been  fworn  to  by  Ladiflaus,  and  ap}Xialing  tq 
God  as  a  witpef$  to  the  perfidy  qf  the  Chriflians, 
who  had  dared  to  violate  all  that  was  moll  facred 
in  their  religion,  began  the  battle  with  the  greater 
confidence  of  fiiccefs,   as  he   declared,   that  he 
'  hoped  Jqfus  Chrift  himfelf  would  efpoufe  his  caufe. 
In  the  end  he  was  victorious ;  the  Chriftian  troops 
were  put  to  flighty  after  an  obftinate  rcfiflance, 
and  the  cardinal  legate,  who  chiefly  promoted  the 
infraftion  of  the  treaty  and  the  perjur}'  of  Ladif- 
laus, was  involved  in  the  flaughter.     The  young 
king  likewife  perilhed,  after  having  given  proofs 
of  a  courage  much  fuperior  to  his  years,  and  worthy 
of  a  better  caufe.     Ladiflaus  was  fcarcely  of  age 
when  he  was  flain,  having  reigned  ten  years  in 
Poland,  and  four  over  the  Hungarians. 

1 444.  At  this  time  Cafimir,  the  brother  of  La- 
diflaus, andfecondfon  of  Jaghellon,  held  Lithu- 
ania as  a  fief  of  Poland.  Though  about  ten  tliou- 
fand  Poles,  befide  Hungarians,  had  been  killed 
in  the  battle  of  Varna,  yet  Casimir  IV.  (who  fuc- 
cecded  to  the  throne)  fubdued  Bogdan,  the  rebel- 
lious vaivodc  of  Mold^^via,  then  fubjcdt  to  Po- 
land. 

About  this  time  almofl:  all  RuflRa  revolted  from 
her  t}Tannical  matters,  the  Teutonic  knights ;  and 
Dantzic,  Thorn,  Elbing,  Culm,  and  Gotlub, 
put  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  Cafimir  IV. 
At  the  fiegc  of  Marienburgh,  he  fiiflfered  a  defeat 

by 
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by  the  knights^  but  foon  repaired  his  loft;  and  by 
^  treaty  concluded  at  Thorn,  he  forced  them  to 
cede  to  him  Pomerania^  Culm,  Marienburrfi, 
iStum,  and  Eibing,  and  to  hold  the  reft  of  Ruliia 
as  feudatories  of  Poland.  By  this  peace  the  Grand 
Mailer  of  the  Teutonic  order  obtained  a  feat  in 
the  Polifti  fenate.  The  hofpodar  of  Moldavia 
alfo  put  himfelf  under  the  protedHon  of  PolancJ^ 
and  the  Bohemians  gave  their  crown  to  Ladiflaus^ 
the  eldeft  fon  of  Cafimir.  > 

By  this  event,  however,  Poland  had  nearly  beeij 
ruined,  Ladiflaus  afpiring  at  the  fam^e  time  to  the 
crown  of  Hungary,  and  tjbereby  ]pn41ing  a  moft 
dcftru(5live  civil  war. 

In  1492  Cafimir  died,  little  lamented  by  hi9 
fubjeiSls.  His  reign,  though  much  ocpupied  by 
war,  is  remarkable  for  having  introduced  fevoral 
additional  ini^vations  into  the  original  conftitu- 
tion,  all  unfavourable  to  regal  prerogative.  One 
of  the  principal  of  thefe,  and  which  laid  the  foun-* 
dation  of  ftiU  n^orc  important  revolutions  in  tlie 
Polilh  government,  was  the  convention  pf  a  na-r 
tional  diet  invelled  with  the  fcle  power  of  grant-' 
ing  fupplies.  Each  palatiqate  or  province  waa 
pmnltted  to  fend  to  this  general  diet,  beiide  the 
Palatines  and  other  principal  barons^  a  certaiii 
number  of  nuntios  or  reprefentatives  chofen  by  the 
iiobles  and  burghers.  This  reign  is  therefore  con-r 
iidered  by  the  popular  party  as  the  aexa  at  which 
the  freedom  of  the  conftitution  was  permanently 
feftabli(hed.  Cafimir,  though  a  brave  prince,  waa 
engaged  in  feveral  unfuccefsful  wars,  which  ex-* 
haufted  the  royal  treafures  :  and  as  he  could  not 
impofe  any  taxes  witliout  the  cqnfent  of  the  na^ 
tion,  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  applying  re-» 
peatedly  to  the  diet  for  fubfidies:  almofl  every 
iiipply  was  accompanied  witli  a  lift  of  grievaacest 
a  ant| 


tfnd  produced  a  diminution  of  prerogative.  In 
Poland^  as  in  all  feuda]  governments,  tte  barons, 
at  the  head  of  their  vaiTals,  are  bound  to  fight  in 
defence  of  the  kingdom  t  before  the  reign  of  Ca- 
llmir  IV.  the  king  could  require  fach  milrtary,  or, 
as  they  were  called,  feudal  fervices  ;  but  this  mo- 
narch, in  compenfation  for  fome  pecuniary  aidy 
gave  up  that  privilege,  and  renounced  the  power 
of  iiimmoning  the  nobles  to  has  flandand ;  he  like- 
wife  agreed  not  to  enaA  any  laws  without  tlic 
concurrence  of  the  national  diet. 

Cafimir  IV.  was  fucceeded  by  his  fan  Jobnt  Al-: 
BERT,  in  prejudice  of  two  elder  brothers,  Ladif- 
laus  kingof  Hungary  ai|0  Bohemia,  and  Sigif- 
mond.  The  fad  was,  tliat  the  interefls  of  the 
two  latter  were  fo  nearly  balanced  among  the 
elc6lors,  that  when  they  could  agree  in  nothinjf 
elie,  they  mutually  conlented  to  raife  their  yonngefk 
brother,  John  Albert,  to  the  throne.  As  the 
price  of  this'  partiality,  John  afTented  to  all  the 
immunities  which  had  been  extorted  from  his  pre- 
decefTors,  and  fwore  to  their  obfcrvance  it  a  diet 
held  at  Petrikau  1469. 

Scarcely  had  he  mounted  the  throne  when  the 
Venetians  propofed  to  him  a  confederacy  againfl  the 
Turks,  in  which  for  a  long  time  John  perempto- 
rily refufed  to  join.  But  ambition  at  length  got 
the  better  of  his  caution  ;  and  he  was  defeated  i» 
an  attempt  he  made  upon  Wallachia,  where  he 
TioA  fix  thbufand  men. 

Authors  are  not  agreed  upon  particulars  refpc6t- 
ing  this  franfa6lion,  nor  can  we  difcovcr  which 
party  was  the  aggrefTor.  Johnl.  died  in  1 501,  while 
ne  was  making  warlike  preparatiwis  to  fupport  hi$ 
claim  of  fuperiority  over  the  Teutonic  knights.     ' 

150a.  John  Albert  was  fuocceded  by  his  bro- 
ther Alexander,  great  duke,  of  Lithuania,  by 

which 
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which  event  the  union  between  that  duchy  and 
Poland  was  confirmed.  He  was  involved  du- 
ring great  part  of  his  reign  in  war  with  his  neigh- 
bours, the  Mufcovites>  Moldavians,  and  Tartars, 
over  whom  at  length  his  generals  obtained  a  com- 
plete vi<ftory,  while  he  was  on  his  death-bed. 

In  a  reign  q(  five  years,  Alexander  acquired 
great  reputation  by  his  courage  and  vigour ;  but 
we  learn,  that  fuch  was  his  profufion,  efpecially 
to  muficians,  that  after  his  death  his  donations 
were  revoked,  and  a  law  pafled  called  the  Statutum 
jUexandrinuniy  to*  prevent  the  like  abufes  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

In  the  reign  of  Alex^der  it  is  obfer\^able,  that 
the  following  limitations  of  fovereign  authority 
were  declared  to  be  fundamental  laws  of  the  king- 
dom :  I.  Theking  cannot  impofe  taxes;  2.  Hte 
cannot  require  the  feudal  fervices  ;  3.  He  cannot 
alienate  the  royal  doniains ;  4.  nor  enacftlaws; 
5.  nor  coin  money ;  6.  nor  alter  the  procefe  in  the 
courts  of  jufticc. 

1507.  By  the  predilection*  of  Alexander- his 
elder  brother,  Sigismond,  who  had  been  twice 
before  a  candidate  for  the  crown,  fucceeded  him. 

Sigvfmond  I.  employed  the  firft  years  of  his 
reign  in  refomiing  thofe  abufes  which  had  crept 
into  the  adminiltration  of  public  aflfairs.  The 
richeft  domains  of  the  crown  had  been  mortgaged, 
and  tlie  trcafury  exhaufted  by  immenfe  penfions. 
Sigifmond,  by  the  aid  of  John  Boi>ner,  a  minifter 
whofe  difintereAednefs  was  equal  to  his  abilities, 
rectified  tliefc  diforders ;  and  when  he  had  mo- 
delled the  government  of  the  interior  parts  of  the 
kingdom  into  a  better  form,  his  next  care  was  to 
fecure,  perhapjs  to  extend,  his  dominions,  at  leall 
to  make  himfclf  refpcdted  by  his  neighbours.. 

He 
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He  fuppTcffed  with  lingular  addrefs  a  confpi" 
tacy  fornrcd  between  his  gencraliflimo  Glin{ko> 
governor  of  Lithuania^  and  the  czar  of  Mufcbvy, 
for  difinembering  that  duchy  from  his  crown;  and 
totally  defeated,  in  repeated  battles,  the  Ruffians^ 
Wallachians,  and  Moldavians,  from  whom  he 
Tecovercd  Smojenlko,  which  had  been  furprifed 
by  them.  He  then  entered  into  a  long  war  with 
Albert  marquis  of  Brandenburg,  who  had  been 
chaCcn  grand  mafter  of  the  Teutonic  order,  and 
forced  him  to  raife  the  ficge  of  Dantzic.  By  re- 
peated fuccefles  againft  thofc  knights,  he  at  laft- 
obliged  the  marquis,  who  had  turned  prolcftant, 
to  abandon  his  grand-mafterfliip,  gave  him  half 
the  province  of  Ruflia  with  the  title  of  duke,  and 
by  thus  making  Albert  a  vaflal,  gave  a  mortal 
blow  to  the  power  of  the  Teutonic  order. 

The  aAoniihing  fuccefles  cf  Sigifmond  I.  and 
the  vaft  power  his  family  had  acquired,  attra6ted 
at  length  the  jcaloufy  of  the  emperor  Charles  V* 
who^excitedthe  Ruliians  and  the  other  barbarous 
neighbours  of  Polaud  to  invade  her.  The  good 
fortune  of  Sigilhiond,  however,  prevailed  over  all, 
till  his  nephew  Lewis,  fon  of  his  elder  brother  La- 
diflaus,  lung  of  Hungary,  Bohemia,  and  Silefia, 
loft  his  life  in  the  battle  of  Mohatz,  againll  the 
Turks  in  1526  *. 

•  This  was  a  moft  fcverc  blow  to  the  houfe  of 
Jaghcllon,  for  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Lewis 
^married  Ferdinand  of  Auftria,  and  in  her  right  he 
poifcfled  her  dominions.  The  cyent  is  iliid  to 
have  Shortened  the  days  of  Sigifmond,  though  he 

•  This  battle  was  fougbt  Ocl.  29,  and  proved  fatal  to  the  Hiin- 
g^ians,  who  were,  with  few  exceptions,  all  cut  to  pieces.     The . 
young  king  Levlris  was  drowned  in  a  ditch,  into  which  his  horfc 
f hinged  hiin,  and  his  untimely  fate  was  lamented  even  by  his  op- 
^poocnc  Solymao  I. 

was 


Hi  ittdrdkY  dp  fola^d. 

was  then  84  years  of  age.  But  before  his  death 
lie  had  fubdued  all  his  barbarous  enemies,  fecured 
the  fovereignty  of  Poland  over  the  ducal  Ruiliay 
and  re-annexOT  the  province  of  Mafovia  to  hid 
crown^  He  died  1548^  and  has  been  chafadlerifed 
as  the  moft  fSowefftd  dnd  fortunate  prince 
that  had  ever  filled  the  throne  of  Polanci,  and  aa 
endued  with  mofe  perfbnal  ilrength  and  aoeom-' 
plifhments  than  any  man  of  his  ^ge. 

One  of  the  Polilh  hiflorians  (OrichoTius)^ 
fpeakitig  of  this  kinff*s  reign,  exclaims  with  much 
indignation,  "  The  king  is  almoA  wholly  dcftitute 
©f  power ;  he  cannot  procure  any  iubfidy  on  the 
moft  preffing  emergency,  for  carrying  on  war,  or 
for  the  portion  of  his  daughters^  without  increal^ 
ing  the  privileges  of  the  nobility  :**  which  palTage 
has  fuggefted  to  Mr.  Coxe  the  following  very  ju- 
dicious remarks :  **  Notwithftanding  thisexdama-^ 
tion,**  fays  he,  "  we  cannot  forbear  to  remark,  that 
the  power  of  lev3ring  taxes  at  difcretion  is  th^  moft 
dangerous  prerogative  that  can  be  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  a  fovercign,  and  the  moft  formidable  en- 

fine  of  defpotic  authority  :  the  acquiiitions  of  it 
y  the  monarchs  of  France  finally  fubvertcd  thcf 
liberties  of  that  kingdom ;  and  it  was  made  the 
firft  objc6l  of  rcfiftance  by  the  affertors  of  freedom 
in  our  own  country.  If  indeed  we  weie  inclined 
lo  point  out  any  particular  period,  at  which  the  Po- 
lifti  conftitution  attained  its  moft  perfe6l  ftate,  Vfc 
/hould  perhaps  fix  on  the  reign  of  Sigiimond  I. 
when  the  perlbn  and  property  of  the  fubjed  were 
fecured  by  ample  provifions,  and  the  crown  ftill 
Trained  confiderable  influence.  But  the  time 
was  anived,  when  an  inordinate  paflion  for  K- 
berty  led  the  nobles  to  render  the  throne  wholly 
elective;  apd  at  each  eledlion  to  continue  their 
encroachments  upon  the  regal  authority^  until 

the 
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the  king  was  reduced  to  a  mere  pageant.  The  firfl 
public  attempt  toward  eftablifhing  this  favouriteJ  * 
obje<ft  of  the  Poles,  a  free  e'le6lion  of  the  king^ 
was  brought  forward  in  the  reign,  of  Sigifmond 
Auguftus,  fon  and  Ibcceflbr  of  Sigilinond  I.  who 
was  conftrained  in  1550  to  agree,  that  no  future 
monarch  •  fhould  fucceed  to  the  throne,  unlefs  he 
'was  freely  elefted  by  the  nation.'* 

SiGisMOND  Augustus,  howevef,  fucceeded  hi^ 
father  without  arty  previous  election,  becaufe  his 
right  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  diet  during 
his  father^s  life-time. 

Wife  and  moderate,  this  prince  improved  hk 
dominions  by  the  arts  of  peace.  He  indulged  the 
reformed,  the  Greeks,  and  all  other  lefts,  with  a 
feat  in  the  diet,  and  with  all  the  honours  and  pri- 
vileges which  had  before  been  confined  to  the  ca- 
tholics. Indeed  he  fhewed  fuch  evident  marks  of 
favour  to  the  Pfoteftant  confelBon,  that  he  wa^ 
fufpe6led  of  being  incHned  to  change  his  religion. 
Soon  after  his  acceflion,  the  Teutonic  knights  in  Li- 
vonia were  dirpoflclTed  of  alraofl  all  that  country 
by  the  Ruffians;  but  they  were  now  fuccoured  by 
Sigifmond  11.  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  thoufand 
men :  yet  was  Sigifmond  not  quite  difinterefled 
in  tlie  affifiance  he  afforded  them  on  this  occa-^ 
fion.  After  he  had  made  up  a  difference  between 
Ketler  the  grand  mafler,  and  his  knights,  he  in- 
flfVed  that  not  only  they,  but  all.the  Livonians, 
fhould  acknowledge  his  fovereignty.  They  were 
obliged  to  fubmit ;  but  Ketler  was  indemnified  for 

fiviijg  up  Riga  to  Sigifmond,  and  for  refigning 
is  grand-maflerfhip,  by  being  made  duke  of 
Courland  and  Scmigallia,  which  his  pofterity  was 
to  hold  under  the  crown  of  Poland,  and  he  was  at 
the  fame  time  declared  governor  of  Livonia. 

I  Such 
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Such  arraogements,  however,  could  not  foil  of 
exaiperating  fiafilides^  tibe  powerful  czar  of  Muf- 
covy,  who  fell  upon  the  Polifli  dominions  with 
great  cruelty.  His  troops  were  every  where  de- 
feated by  Radzevily  palatine  of  Vilna,  and  the 
other  Polilh  generals,  and  he  was  at  length  forced 
to  evacuate  Lithuania.  This  bloody  war  was 
ended  by  a  three  year's  truce,  during  which  Sigif- 
mond  died,  with  the  charafter  of  pofleffing  all  the 
virtues  of  a  king  with  fome  of  the  failings  of  a 
man. 

The  death  of  Sigifmond  II.  without  iffue  gave 
ei&cacy  to  the  conceilion  he  had  made  to  the  Poles, 
^'  that  no  future  monarch  fhould  fucceed  to  the 
throne,  unlefi  he  was  freely  eledled  by  the  na- 
tion;" which  conceilion  might  otherwife .  have 
been  counteradied  by  the  popularity  and  influence 
attendant  on  a  claimant  by  Hereditary  fucceilion: 
for  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that, 
during  the  Jaghellon  Ime,  the  fovereigns  upon 
their  acceflion,  or  election,  although  formally 
raiied  to  the  throne  by  the  conient  of  the  nation^ 
ilill  refled  their  pretenlions  upon  hereditary  rights 
as  well  as  upon  this  confent;  always  ftyling  them* 
felves  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland.  Sigif- 
mond  Auguftus,  in  whom  the  male  line  of  the 
Jaghellon  family  became  extinft,  was  the  laft 
who  bore  ^at  title. 

The  memory  of  the  princes  of  that  family> 
however^  is  ftill  very  dear  to  the  Poles. 
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SOVEIIEIGNS  OF   DI^FEREKt  FAMILIES. 
HSWRY  OP  VALOIS. 

After  tiie  death  of  Sigifhiond  IL  a  general 
diet  aifembled)  and  drew  up  a  charter  of  immu- 
nities,' which  was  afterwards  called  the  Pa£la 
Convenfa^  and  of  which  they  determined  to  exadt 
confirmation  from  every  future  monarch  *. 

Sigifmond  11.  left  two  fifters,  Catharine^  who 
was  wife,  firft  to  the  duke  of  Finland,  and  af-* 
fcrwards  to  John  king  of  Sweden;  and  Anne^ 
who  .was  afterwards  married  to  Stephen  Baton, 
prince  of  Tranfylvania.  Had  the  male  line  of 
Ja^ellon  continued,  it  is  probable  that  the  fuc- 
ceffion  would  never  have  been  difputed  in  that 
family;  but  no  fooner  was  it  extindl,  than  in-^ 
trigues  for  a  fuccefTor  to  the  crown  of  Poland 
were  formed  in  almoft  all  the  courts  of  Europe. 

The  management  of  the  pope's  legate  pro- 
moted the  eledVion  to  a  prince  of  the  catholic 
religion,  and  the  archduke  Erneft  of  Auflria  was 
thought  of.  By  the  unfeafonable  pride  and  per-* 
tinacity  of  the  emperor  his  father,  however,  which 
was  fuch  as  to  unite  all  the  Poles  in  a  confede- 
racy againft  his  fon,  he  mifled  His  point. 

It  were  endlefs  to  give  a  detail  of  all  the  inte- 
refts  and  fa<5tions  of  .the  candidates,  but  at  laft 
the  eledlion  fell  upon  Henry  of  Valois^  Dctkb 
of  Anjou,  and  brother  of  Charles  IX.  of  France, 
who  fecured  his  ele6lion,  as  well  by  private  bribes 
to  the  nobles,  as  by  a  flipulation  to  pay  an 

•  Set  mote  on  this  fttbjea,  urtdcr  the  head  "  CONSTttuTioH 

JUID  GOTgRHMtllTi'*  p.  63. 

I  %  anntial 
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annual  pcnfion  to  the  republic  from  the  reventn» 
of  France  *. 

Henry  of  Valois  was  at  this  time  in  fome  re- 
putatiofi  with  the'  Roman  Catholics  on  account  or 
his  fucceffes  againft  the  Proteftants;  and  his  caufc 
was  flrenuoufly  promoted  by  one  Grafeiki^  a  Po- 
iandcr  of  intrigue  and  addrefs*  ^t  laft,  however^ 
he  carried  the  eledl'ion  through  the  intereft  of  his 
brother,  who  dilliked  his  remaining  in  France* 
Jt  was  oppofed  in  its  progrefs  by  thQ  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  as  well  as  by  the  Gernaan-  Proteftants ; 
but  on  Henry's  promifing  all  that  Was  required  o£ 
him,  particularly  to  maintain  a  fleet  in  the  Bal- 
tic, and  to  marry  the  princefs  Anne,  younger 
fitter  to  the  late  kmg  Sigifmond^  his  ele6lion  was 
-almoft  unanimous,  and  he  was  crowned  at  Cra- 
cow in  i^  74. 

His  appearance,  his  magnificence  and  polite- 
nefs,  far  dilfFerent  from  what  the  Pol^  had  even  . 
been  accuflomed  to,  w^rejuff  beginning  to  en-, 
dear  him  to  their  afFe6tions,  when  he  heard  of  his 
brother's  death  without  iflue,  by  which  event  ha 
became  king  of  France.  The  queen  immediately 
difpatched  to  him  fevcral  couriers,  one  after  ano- 
tiler,  to  ufge  his  return  into  France,  where  his. 
prefcnce  was  neceflary ;  but  as  he  was  apprehen- 
live  that  the  Poles  would  oppofe  Ina  departure,, 
and  detain  him  againft  his  will,  he  concealedJiis 
deifign  from  them,  and  ftole  out  of  his  palaca 
by  night,  in  difguife,  in  order  to  ride  poft  ta 
Vienna,  and  from  thence  to  France  by  the  way 
of  Italy.     The  Poles,  who  were  apprehenfive  of 

•■  His  example  Ikis  been*  neceffarily  followed  by  each  facceecJ*- 
ing  fovereigiiy  who,  befide  an  unconditional  ratification  of  the 
Pada  Cwnienta^  has  been  always  conftrained  to  purcbafe  f^e  ctotttn 
try  a  public  largefs  and  \iy  private  corruption;  ciscumAanm. 
which  endear  to  the  Poles  an  clctbvfc  monarchy.  See  Coi«V 
TravcJi>/yol.I. 

his 


Ills  efcape^^imniediately  perceited  it,  and  fent 
^€r  him.  John  Zamolki  overtook  him  fomc 
leagues  from  Cracow,  and  had  recourfe,  though  in 
Tain,  to  the  humblell  prayers,  and  even  to  teaM, 
<o  prevail  upon  him  to  return. 

The  people  grew  defpcrate  at  the  news  of  the 
ting's  departure  ;.and  if  the  njagiftrates  of  Cra- 
cow had  not  pofted  guards  in  the  ftreets  to  re- 
prefs  them,  the  French  who  were  then  in  the 
city,  and  were  looked  upon  as  fo  many  traitors, 
would  Tiave  been  maflSicred. 

In  the  mean  time  Henry  was  nobly  entertained 
by  the  emperor  Maximilian  at  Vienna,  where 
that  prince  is  faid  to  have  infpired  him  with  fa- 
vourable fentiments  toward  his  Proteftant  fiib- 
'jeSs.  He  then  repaired  to  Venice  under  an 
imperial  efcort,  where  he  fpent  nine  days,  as  be 
Tifed  to  fay,  under  the  enchantments  of  pleafure 
«nd  magnificence:  from  thence  he  went  to  Srf- 
voy,  where  he  was  received  with  equal  honours ; 
but  he  confented  to  give  up  to  that  court  Pigne«- 
Tole  and  fome  other  of  his  Piedmontefe  pofleffions. 
At  length  he  reached  France,  and  affumed  the  re'- 
^l  dignity.  ' 

Charles  of  Banzai,  whom  Henry  had  left  in 
Poland  to  make  his  cxcufes  to  the  republic  for 
fo  precipitate  a  departure,  unfolded  the  motives 
vof  his  maftcr  with  great  eloquence  in  a  full  fcf- 
nate:  Henry  likewife  wrote  to  the  chief  of  the 
nobility  on  the  fame  fubje6l;  but  all  this  did  not 
fatisfy  the  Poles,  who  thought  themfelves  de-, 
ipifcd;  and  they  reproached  the  prince  for  his 
clandeftine  retreat,  and  his  indifference  for  a  peo- 
ple who  had  teftified  fo  much  efteem  for  him. 

Henry,  when  he  left  Poland,  imagined  that  he 
v«ras  quitting  a  barbarous  pountry  to  take  poflef- 
fion  of  a  kingdom  abounding  witli  pleafures;  but 

I  3  he 
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he  was  deceived  in  his  eltpeAatioos;  for  lus  reign 
was  only  a  melancholy  feries  of  calamities  and 
inteftine  wars,  andclofed  with  the  aflaiEnation 
of  that  prince. 


SECT.    V. 

STEPHEN   BATORT. 

The  primate  of  Gnefna,  at  the  head  of  the  &^ 
nate,  eledled  and  proclaimed,  on  the  15th  of 
July  1575,  the  emperor  Maximilian  king  of  Pq^ 
land;  but  the  prtncefs  Anne  continuing  iiiU 
unmarried,  the  Piail  party  chofe  Stephen  Ba- 
TORI,  prince  of  Traniylvania,  who  made  her  his 
wife,  and  he  accordingly  mounted  the  throne. 

Maximilian  was  preparing  to  dispute  it  with 
him  when  he  died,  and  Baton  was  recogniled 
king  by  all  Poland,  the  city  of  Dantzic  excepted^ 
who  pretended  to  be  independent  of  Poland, 
The  Dantzick^ers  being  fupported  by  the  Ger-* 
mans  and  Ruffians  obfiinately  rejedbed  all  the 
terms  offered  to  them  by  Stephen,  were  declared 
rebels,  and  were  after  all  with  great  difficulty  re^ 
duced  to  their  duty.  Stephen  fucceeded,  how- 
ever, at  lail,  for  he  befieged  their  city;  and  their 
brave  general  CoUea  being  killed  iiT^  fally,  they 
accepted  the  terms  propofed  by  the  king,  by 
whom  all  their  privileges  were  confirmed.  Yet 
tlie  reduftion  of  Dantzic  did  not  prevent  the 
remorfelefs  invafions  of  the  Ruffians,  who  laid 
wafte  all  Livonia  and  other  parts  of  the  Polifh 
territories,  till  they  were  defeated  by  Stephen  in 
J578. 

The  king  of  'Poland  in  the  condu<9:  of  this 
war  bad  pblained  the  co-operation  of  the  Tar- 
tars, 
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t^rs,  who,  while  Baton  encountered  the  Muico- 
vites  in  the  field,  penetrated  to  MoIcow»  burnt 
that  city  to  afhes^  and  put  40^000  Kuilians  to 
the  fword. 

But  the  Ruffians  were  not  the  only  enemies 
the  Poles  had  to  oppofe,  for  the  Swedes  aflerted 
by  arms  their  claims  upon  Livonia.  At  length 
both  Poles  and  Swedes  difcoveredthatBaiilowitz, 
the  czar  of  Mulcovy,  was  their  conunon  enemy, 
and  they  propofed  to  unite  againft  him;  the 
weight  of  the  war,  howeVer,  fefi  upon  Stephen, 
who  befieged  Plelkow,  one  of  the  flrongeft  ci- 
ties in  the  north,  and  well  garrifoned.  "nie  per- 
ieverance  of  Batori  continued  the  iiege  under 
infinite  difKculties ;  and  it  required  at  laft  the 
mediation  of  the  pope's  legate  to  reflore  the 
peace  of  the  north. 

After  this,  Batori,  who  had  lofl  about  50,000 
men  in  his  laft  campaign,  applied  himfelf  to  the 
civil  and  military  edablifhments  of  his  kingdom, 
and  had  the  addreis  to  attach  the  Coilacks,  who 
had  before  lived  in  a  flate  of  fava^e  nature,  to 
his  crown,  and  to  render  them  by  difcipline 
ufeful  troops:  he  even  introduced  among  them 
many  of  the  arts  of  life;  but  a  frefh  war  break- 
ing out  with  Sweden,  he  was  obliged  again  to 
take  the  field,  in  order  to  fave  Riga,  which  had 
revolted  from  his  authority.  Before  he  could  ef- 
fedk  this  he  died,  1586,  but  without  being  able 
to  prevail  with  the  diet  of  Poland  to  fettle  the 
fucceffion  of  the  crown  upon  his  family. 

It  is  fufficient,  in  teflimony  of  Stephen's  great 
abilities  to  fay,  that  from  a  middling  flation  he 
raifed  himielf  to  power  and  royalty,  in  which  he 
maintained 'himfelf  by  an  almofl  unparalleled 
wifdom  and  intrepidity.  He  made  it  a  rule'  with 
himfelf  to  difpofe  of  all  honours  and  employ- 
I  4  ments 
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ments  according  to  merit;  reformed  the  manifold 
abufes  which  had  crept  into  the  adminlftration  of 
Juilice;  maintained. peace  within  the.kyigdom, 
and  kept  in  awe  the  Tartars,  Mufcovites,  and 
Cbifacks.  A  reign  of  ten  years  was  long  enough 
for  his  own  glory,  but  too  ihort  for  the  good  of 
the  republic;,  and  the  Poles  have  almofl  deified 
his  memory, 

lathis  reign  the  regal  power  was  flill  further 
abridged  by  the  appointment  of  fixteen  relident 
fenators,  chofen  at  each  diet  to  attend  tlie  king, 
and  to  give  their  opinion  in.  all  matters  of  impor- 
tance, fo  that  he  could  not  ifTue  any  decree 
without  their  confent.  Another  fatal  blow  was 
given  to  his  prerogative  in  1578,  by  taking  from 
him  the  iiiprerae  jurifdidion,  or  the  power  of 
judging  in  the  lafl  refort  the  caufes  of  the  nobles; ' 
excepting  fuch  as  arifc  withip  a  fmall  diflance  of 
the  fovereign's  place  of  refidence:  it  was  onadled, 
that  without  the  concurrence  of  the  king  each 
•  palatinate  or  province  fhould  cleft  in  their  die- 
tines  their  own  judges,  who  fhould  form  fuprcme 
courts  of  juftice,  called  Trihunatia  Regni;  and 
that  in  thefe  courts  the  caufes  of  the  nobles 
ihould  be  decided  finally  and  without  appeal ;  ^ 
mode  of  judicature  which  prevails  to  this  day, 


SECT.    VI, 

SIGISMOND    III. 

Though  the  crown  of  Poland  at  this  time  might 
be  literally  called  ele6live,  yet  both  the  Poles 
and  Lithuanians  ftill  retained  a  great  affedlion  for 
the  remains  of  the  Jaghellon  family.  Prince  Si- 
(giimond  of  Sweden  was  fon  to  the  cldeft  filler  fif 

Calimij* 
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Cafimir  II.  and  her  younger  fiiier.  Baton's  wi- 
dow, wasftill  alive,  and  was  forming  a  powerful 
party  for  her  nephew.  The  other  candidates 
were,  three  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  Er- 
neil,  Matthias,  and  Maximilian,  together  witli 
Theodore  czar  of  Mufcovy. 

By  the  intrigues  of  his  aunt  the  queen  of  Po- 
land, and  the  vaft  influence  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
order  in  the  diet,  Sigjsmonp  (who  had  declared 
himfelf  of  the  Romilh  Religion ,  and  had  likewifb 
on  his  fide  the  intereft  of  the  Porte,  the  feoate, 
and  the  Polifh  army,  which  was  commanded  by 
Zamoiki,  a  -perfon  of  great  abilities  both  civil 
and  military)  was  proclaimed  king  on  the  9th  of 
Auguft  1587. 

A  flight  glance  at  the  Swedifh  hiftory  will  de- 
velope  the  terms  and  views  upon  which  Sigifinond 
III.  accepted  the  Poliih  crown,  in  which,  as  we 
have  before  obferved,  he  was  oppofed  among 
others  by  Maximilian  prince  of  Auftria.  Sigif- 
inond, it  is  not  doubted,  hated  the  eftablifhed 
religion  of  Sweden;  hence  he  with  very  little 
fcruple  concluded  fome  ftipulations  with  the  Poles 
that  were, prejudicial  to  the  Swedes;  particularly, 
that  he  ihould  annex  the  Swediih  Livonia  to  his 
new  crown. 

His  father  John,  king  of  Sweden,  had  accept- 
ed of  thofe  terms,  but  they  were  rejedled  by  duke 
Charles  brother  of  John,  and  who  was  then  the 
darling  of  the  Swediih  nation. 

In  the  mean  while  the  fickle  Poles  ele6led  the 
archduke  Maximilian  likewife  for  their  king;  and 
fuch  dutiful  fubjeds  were  the  Swedes,  that  th^ 
ftates  of  the  kingdom  came  to  a  refojution  to  fup- 
port  thfc  eleftion  of  Sigifmond,  provided  the 
j^^  jPolesj^ould  defift  from  their  claim  upon  Livonia; 
*^;  jn  uttpr  contempt,  it  will  be  obferved,  of  the  com- 

pa<a; 
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pa<9:  of  their  fovereign  John :  and  before  Sigift 
mond's  departure  the  flates  obliged  him  to  lign 
certain  articles  in  favour  of  the  Proteftant  religion, 
and  the  independency  of  Sweden  upon  Poland. 

His  exaltation  to  the  latter  throne  cofl:  him,  after  ^ 
this  conceffion,  but  little  trouble.  The  articles, 
however,  which  he  figned  v/ere  fuch  as  were  im- 
poflible  to  be  obferved  by  a  prince  who  ruled  at 
once  over  a  proteftant  and  a  popifh  country,  and 
were  thought  to  be  calculated  for  letting  him  afide 
from  the  Swcdilh  fucceffion  in  favour  of  his  uncle 
duke  Charles. 

In  the  event  it  appeared,  that  the  Poles  had  . 
eleAed  Sigifmond  for  their  king  upon  merely  in- 
terefled  principles,  becaufe  they  expelled  that  the 
bait  of  their  crown  would  have  induced  both  the 
father  and  the  fon  to  have  annexed  Livonia  to  the 
kingdom  of  Poland.  In  this  expe6tation  they 
were  juflly  difappointed ;  for  John,  though  a  pa* 
pift,  was  a  true  Swede. 

To  return  to  the  affairs  of  Poland;  Sigifmond 
agreeing  to  all  that  was  demanded  of  him  by  Za- 
molki  and  the  patriot  Poles,  obtained  the  fove- 
rcignty ;  and  Zamolki  defeated  a  German  army, 
which  was  on  its  march  to  lupport  Maximilian's 
claim.  A  fecond  engagement  cnfued,  in  which 
Maximilian  was  made  prifoncr,  a  vi6lory  which 
fecurcd  the  crown  to  Sigifmond,  and  confirmed 
the  glorj^  of  Zamoiki.  All  that  the  houfe  of  Auf- 
tria  could  do,  was  to  prevail  with  the  pope  to  fend 
cardinal  Aldobrandini  to  folicit  in  bchalt  of  Maxi^ 
milian.  The  prelate  made  ftrong  efforts  to  pre- 
vail with  Sigifmond  to  fuffer  Maximilian  to  retain 
the  title  of  king,  even  after  he  had  renounced  the 
cxown,  and  a  large  fum  was  ofTcrcd  for  his  ran*^ 
foixu    Sigifmond   magnanimoufly  rcjcdted .  botMJl^ 

propo-* 
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propoials.    He  freely  gave  Maximilian  his  liberty^ 
but  forced  him  to  renounce  his  title  to  royalty. 

In  1590,  Sigifioiond's  compromiie  with  Maxi* 
milian  left  him  in  tranquillity ;  and  he  was  be* 
ginning  to  make  fome  excellent  regulations  in  the 
confiitution  of  Poland,  wh^n  he  was  forced  to 
turn  his  arms  againft  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  the 
latter  of  whom  Were  defeated  by  Zamoiki,  though 
their  army  under  their  khan  confined  of  a  hun- 
dred thou&nd  men.  This  barbarous  war  was  re- 
newed for  feveral  years ;  but  at  laft  a  peace  was 
concluded  with  the  Turks,  under  the  mediation 
of  the  Engliih  ambaifador,  which  reilored  a  ihort 
tranquillity  to  Poland. 

In  the  year  1594,  John  king  of  Sweden  died, 
end  Sij^jlmond  now  advifed  with  the  ilates-gene- 
ral,  auembled  at  Stockholm,  about  fettling  the 
adminiAration  during  his  abfence  in  Poland,  and 
his  uncle  Charles  duke  of  Suderland  was  decla- 
red regent  pf  the  kingdom.  But  he  foon  abufed  the 
authority  he  was  entrufted  with,  and  Ihewed  evi- 
dent intentions  of  ufurpix^  the  royalty.  Under  pre- 
tence of  defending  the  Confeflion  of  Augfbourg 
againft  the  attempts  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  he 
took  feveral  fteps  which  had  a  manifeil  tendency 
toward  the  throne,  and  feemed  to  threaten  an  im- 
mediate revolt.  Sigifmond  complained  of  thi§, 
difpatched  his  ambafTadors  into  Sweden,  and  de-^ 
prived  Cliarles  of  the  title  of  regent.  But  the  duke 
found  means  to  procure  an  eilablilhment  by  the 
^tes  of  the  kingdom  of  the  character  and  autho-. 
rity  which  the  King  had  taken  from  him.  He , 
then,  notwithftanding  Sigifmond^s  orders,  called 
them  together  at  Arboge,  where  they  confirmed 
to  him  tne  title  of  regent  of  the  kingdom,  gave 
him  coDuniflion  to  do  whatever  he  judged  necef- 
Uxy  for  its  defeocCi  and  declared  all  thofe  traitors 

who 
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who  Within  fix  months  Ihould  not  rubicribe  fa 
thefe  declarations. 

The  duke  of  Suderland,  invefted  with  this  un- 
lawful authority,  made  hirnfelf  "mailer  of  Stock- 
holm and  the  fort  of  Elfenbourg.  Rebel  as  he 
was,  and  iifurping  an  authority  which  his  mafter 
had  taken  from  him,  he  endeavoured,  notwith- 
^  ilanding,  to  itnpofe  upon  the  people,  by  afluring 
them  that  all  his  proceedings  were  avowed  by  the 
king,  and  that  he  afted  only  for  the  maintenance 
of  religion  ;  though,  in  reality,  under  the  title  of 
regent  he  already  exercited  regal  power.  ^  He 
turned  out  the  magiltrates  and  officers  put  in  by 
Sigifmond,  to  make  room  for  creatures  of  his 
own;  removed  the  greateft  ^^J  of  the  fenators,  at- 
tainted fome  of  them,  and  feized  upon  the  eftates 
of  all  who  ventured  to  complain.  He  obliged  the 
chancellor  Eric  Sparre  to  remove  out  of  Scandi- 
navia, and  put  fuch  governors  and  garrifons  into 
all  the  forts,  as  were  entirely  at  his  devotion. 

Sigifmond,  upon  information  of  all  thefe  ti-ea- 
fons,  prepared  to  pals  into  Sweden,  after  having 
advifed  with  the  diet  at  Warfaw,  which  fixed  his 
return  to  the  ieaft  of  St.  Bartholomew  in  the  yeair 
next  enfuing.  He  embarked  in  the  road  of  I^nt- 
^sick  with  5000  men,  and  defigrted  to  make  a  de- 
fcent  at  Calmar,  a  fea-town  in  Sweden  ;  but  did 
not  ufe  all  the  diligence  that  was  neceflary,  and 
through  a  great  mifiake  took  his  courfe  by  lea,  when 
he  might  have  been  able  in  a  little  time  to  have 
gained  by  land  Finland,  which  continued  faithful 
to  him. 

Stephen  Banner,  the  admiral  of  the  king's  fleet, 
wandered  a  long  time  in  the  windings  of  Sweden*^ 
rocky  coaft,  and  thus  gave  time  to  duke  Charles 
to  get  readjr  his  forces^  and  to  make  all  nccefl!ary  * 

prepa* 
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pieparations ;  and  the  zeal  of  the  king*s  friends 
began  to  abate. 

Sigifmond,  too,  judged  unwifely  in  entering^' 
Sweden  with  a  foreign  force.  It  was  tliought  that 
the  duke  of  Suderland  would  have  fubmitted,  if 
Ae  king  had  not  nfed  menaces  toward  him,  and* 
compelled  him  to  take  up  arms  for  the  defe  ice  of 
his  life  and  eftate ;  but'  after  he  had  raifed  aa 
army,  and  fortune  proved  favourable  to  him,  he 
laid  hold  of  the  opportunity  to  carry  the  rebellion 
farther  than  he  at  firft  intended.  Charles  advan- 
ced with  an  army  to  meet  Sigifhaond  as  far  as  the 
plains  of  Lincopen,  and*  then  difpatched*  certain 
lords  to  him,  to  bring  matters  to  an  accommoda- 
tiou.  Sigiiinond  at  firft  refufed  to  hear  them; 
but  was  prevailed  on  afterwards  to  grant  them  an 
audience.  Jn  the  mean  time  the  Hungarians 
without  any  order  fell  upon  the  Swedifh  troops 
with  fo  much  fury,  that  if  the  king  had  not 
feunded  a  retreat,  and  gone  himfelf  into  the  field 
of  battle,  they  would  have  entirely  defeated  them* 
Enraged,  however,  to  fee  the  victory  thus  wrefled 
out  of  their  hands,  they  threw  themfelves  upon 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  Swedes,  and  cut  them  to 
pieces.  This  adtion  alienated  the  afTeclions  of  the 
Swedes  ftill  more  from  the  king,  fi^r  the  odious 
barbarity  of  the  Hungarians,  was  imputed  to  Sigif- 
mond.  Several  lords  of  his  party  went  over  to^ 
Charles  upon  tliis  occafion,  who  foon  obliged  thtf 
king  to  return  into  Poland.  He  recovered  Stock- 
holm and  Cahnar,  which  had  declared  for  Sigif- 
mond,  and  puniflied  all  thofe  as  rebels  who  bad 
fliewn  any  inclination  to  ferve  their  lawful  prince* 
.  He  then  held  a  diet  at  Jencopen,  in  which  a  day 
was  prefcribod  for  Sigifinond  to  return  into  Swe- 
den ;  and  the  fame  decree  was  repeated  in  another 
afiembly  held  at  Stockholm  foon  after. ..  Chaxks^ 

who 
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who  as  yet  played  the  diflcmbler,  and  moved  by 
gentle  degrees  tovvaid  the  throne,  procured  an 
ordinance,  that  if  the  king  would  not  immediately 
come  over,  and  by  his  prefence  put  a,  ftop  to  the 
calamities  of  the  ftate,  they  would  eleft  his  eldeft 
ion  Ladiflaus,  upon  condition  that  Sigifmond 
would  fend  him  into  Sweden  to  be  there  brought 
up. 

The  war  was  now  carried  into  Livonia;  Charles 
made  himfelf  mailer  of  Pemaw,  Solen,  Leifs,  and 
Fallin.  Derpt  was  next  beiieged,  and  ihared  the 
fame  fate,  infomuch,  that  in  iix  months  time,  the 
whole  province  was  fubjedl  to  the  ufurper,  except 
two  or  three  ilrong  places.  The  Poles,  the  Ger- 
mans, and  the  Swedes  ravaged  by  turns  ;  and  the 
unfortunate  Liyonians  felt  all  the  moil  dreadful 
miieries  that  war  could  inflidl.  As  Livonia  de- 
pended upon  Poland,  the  invaiion  of  Charles 
cauied  a  rupture  with  this  kingdom,  and  Sigif-* 
mond's  quarrel  became  that  of  the  republic.  The 
Poles  under  Zamoiki  were  fuccefsful,  and  reco- 
vered all  the  places  that  had  furrcndered  to  Charles 
within  their  dominions. 

Though  Charles  of  Suderland  had  long  poiTef- 
ied  the  throne  of  Sweden  under  the  name  of  re- 
gent, he  had  never  yet  ventured  to  take  upon  him- 
felf  the  ilylc  of  king.  At  lail,  to  complete  his 
crime,  and  procure,  a  title  which  fo  much  flat-* 
tered  his  ambition,  he  cauied  a  libel  to  be  dii^ 
peried,  in  which  Sigifmond  was  accufed  as  having 
infringed  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
and  endeavoured  to  introduce  the  Romifh  religion 
into  Sweden*  The  king  was  repreiented  as  a  ty- 
rant, who  had  intended  the  deflrudlion  of  his 
own  fubje(5ls,  and  had  already  put  to  death  a 
great  number  of  them  in  different  engagements ;  in 
roncluiion  the  Swedes  were  exhorted  to  make 

choice 


HISTORY   OP   POLAND.  1 27 

-choice  of  another  king.  This  libel  had  the  efkSi 
which  Charles  expelled.  The  eilates  met  togetht  r ; 
Sigifinond  was  depofed^  and  the  crown  otFered  fco 
Charles*  But  the  craftj'  afpirer,  who  iuught  to 
lelTen  the  odium  of  an  ufurpation  by  an  affe<^led 
luodefly^  pretended  confcientious  fcruples,  which  in 
icality  he  had  not.     He  muft  in  a  manner  be 

>  forced  upon  accepting  what  in  his  heart  he  fo  ea- 
gerly defired ;  and  the  nation  muft  feem  to  place 
him  upon  the  throne,  as  the  recompenfc  of  the 
many  lervtces  he  had  done  the  ilate.  He  was  not, 
however,  crowned  till  two  years  after. 

ZaiiK>lki,  after  he  had  recovered  from  the 
Swedes  almoil  all  the  places  they  had  taken,  re- 
turned into  Poland,  and  gave  up  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  in  lavonia  to  Charles  Chot- 
kiewitz,  who,  by  his  condu6t  and  valour^ 
fhewed  himfelf  a  worthy  fycceffor  to  the  great 
man  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  generalfhip. 
The  duke  of  Suderland  having  paiTed  into  Li« 
vonia  with  a  fleet  of  40  iail,  and  12,000  men  on 
board,  fummoned  the  inhabitants  of  Riga  to  fur^ 
render,  and  upon  their  refufal  laid  liege  to  the 

.  town.  Andrew  Linderibn,  an  officer  in  the 
Swedifh  fervice,  marched  out  from  Revel  at  the 
iame  time  with  4000  men,  to  join  the  army  of  his 
mailer;  but  the  Poliih  general  being  informed  of 
his  march,  put  a  flop  to  his  progrefs,  and  de- 
f^ted  him  between  Fellin  and  Pernaw.  He  then 
advanced  toward  the  place  befieged,  and  feized 
upon  an  advantageous  pofl,  which  nature  had. for* 
tificd,  and  whence  he  could  fecurely  view  the 
Heps  of  the  enemy.  The  ufurper,  who  was  dc- 
iirous  to  engage,  ftrove  to  move  the  Poles  from 
their  Situation,  and  draw  them  out  into  the  open 
iidi  To  fucceed  the  better  in  this  fchcme,  he 
polled  himfelf  upon  a  little  hill  over  againfl  their 

camp. 
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camp,  at  the  foot  of  which  was  a  fpacious  plain, 
which  divided  the  two  armies.  But  Chotkiewitz 
continued  firm  in  a  poft  where  he  could  not  be 
attacked,  and  which  kept  the  Swedes  in  awe,  and 
ftirred  not*a  ftep  till  the  enemy,  through  an  ea* 
gemefs  of  fighting,  had  engaged  to  a  difadyan-  - 
tage.  In  Ihort,  the  duke  of  Suderland,  impatient 
of  any  longer  delay,  ventured  into  the  plain  to  • 
attack  the  Poles,  atid  force  them  to  an  ^engage-  , 
ment.  As  foon  as  Chotkiewitz  perceived  that  he 
could  fight  to  advantage,  and  that  the  difpofition 
of  the  ground  counter-balanced  the  numbef  of 
the  enemy,  he  poured  like  an  impetuous  torrent 
Jfrom  the  hill  where  he  lay  encamped,  fell  upon 
the  enemy  that  were  below  him,  attacked  their 
right  wing,  broke  it,  and  put  it  to  the  rout.  The^ 
Swedes  detached  a  body  of  horfe  from  their  left 
wing  to  furround  him ;  but  John  Sapieha,  who 
had  forefeen  their  motion,  fell  upon  that  body„  - 
and  put  them  to  flight.  The  number  of  the  ene- 
my, however,  made  the  vidlory  more  difficult. 
They  frequently  rallied,  fought  again,  ftill  re- 
lifted,  but  at  laft  were  forced  to  yield.  What 
followed,  was  morft  a  flaughter  than  a  battle. 
Eight  thoufand  Swedes  were  killed  upon  the  fpot. 
Part  of  their  fugitives  were  knocked  on  the  head 
liy  the  country  people;  and  others,  blinded  by 
their  fears,  threw  themfelves  into  the  bogs,  where 
they  periftied.  The  dukes  of  Bruhfwick  and  Lu- 
nenbourg,  who  followed  Charles  of  Suderland  in 
this  expedition,  were  flain;  and  Andrew  Linder- 
Ibn,  count  Mansfcld,  and  the  ufurper  himfelf^ 
were  dangeroufly  wounded. 

Mufcovy  this  year  underwent  a  moft  furprizing 
revolution,  in  the  condu<ft  of  which  the  Poles 
were  fo  much  concerned  as  to  bring  it  properly 
within  the  intention  of  the  prefent  hiftorv. 

The 
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'  *rKe  czar  Theodore  ^ied  in  1598,  and  had  left 
the  adminiftration.  of  his  large  territories  to  his 
V^fe  Gernia.  This  princefs  had  a  brother  named 
Boris,  who,  by  his  addrefs  and  artful  infinuations, 
had  gained  the  confidence  of  Theodore,  and  was 
advanced  to  the  higheft  offices  in  the  ftate.  So 
many  inftances  of  kindnefs  would  have  raifed  a 
grateful  fenfe  in  any  other  breafl:,  and  fatisfied 
any  other  man  but  Boris :  but  all  the  honours 
his  prince  heaped  upon  him,  ferved  only  to  en- 
hance his  ambition,  which  carried  his  views  even 
to  the  throne.  The  czar  had  no  children  ;*  and 
Demetrius  his  younger  brother  was  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceffor.  Boris  caufed  him  to  be  alTaffinated  in  the 
Hfe-time  of  Theodore,  and  had  cunning  enough 
to  conceal  his  crime.  He  was  indeed  fufpefted 
of  it,  and  it  was  feared  left  he  fhould  make  fome 
attempt  upon  the  life  of  the  czar ;  but  to  efface  ' 
all  thele  fufpicions,  he  lefTened  the  taxes,  gave 
car  to  the  complaints  of  towns,  redreflfed  the 
grievances  of  private  perfons,  and  found  means 
to  make  himfelf  beloved  by  the  peopled    . 

Upon  the  death  of  Theodore,  the  nation  offered 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  emprefs  Ger- 
liia ;  but  that  princefs,  either  to  pave  the  way  to  th^ 
throne  for  her  brother,  or  through  an  excefs  of 
grief  for  her  deceafed  hufband,  declared  that  fhe 
would  renounce  the  world,  and  put  the  adminiftra- 
tion into  the  hands  of  the  knes  andtheboyards.* 

Upon  this  declaration  the  people  rofe  and  ran  to 
the  gates  of  the  monaftery,  where  Boris  alfo  was, 
and  befought  the  empreft  and  him,  not  io 
abandon  their  faithful  fubjefts,  who  would  never 
obey  any  other  princes.  Boris  fhewed  himfelf  to 
the  people;  and,  to  calm  a  tumult  which  fell  but 
little  Ihort  of  fcdition,  he  pronjiffed,  that  as  foon 

•  The  nobility  of  the  empire. 
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as  the  forty  days  of  mourning  were  ovdr, .  hd 
Would  take  upon  himielf  the  reins  of  the  govern- 
ment, provided  the  bo^ards  would  divide  with  hita 
the  cares  of  fo  painful  an  employment.     - 

The  czarina  took  the  veil,  and  the  time  of 
'  faiouming  being  over,  the  people  were  called  to- 
gether into  the  citadel.  The  chancellor  Bafil 
Jacoblinit*  Salo  Calf  exhorted  them  to  fubmit  to 
the  boyards,  and  acknowledge  their  authority ; 
but  the  whole  alfembly  feemed  to  be  enraged  at 
his  difcourie,  and  loudly  demanded  prince  Boris, 
the  brother  of  the  czarina,  as  that  princefs  had 
retired.  Upon  thefe  acclamations  Boris,  who 
was  prqfent,  rofe  up,  and  with  a  feigned  modefly^ 
which  he  affeAed  only  to  make  the  greater  im- 
prefiion  upon  the  people,  refufed  the  crown  they 
offered  him.  He  even  withdrew  into  the  monaf- 
tery  where  his  lifter  was,  and  continued  there  a 
whole  month.  At  laft  the  people  flocked  thither 
in  troops,  tumultuouily  demanded  him,  and 
threatened  to  fet  fire  to^  the  convent,  if  he  did 
not  immediately  appear. 

The  czarina  ftrove  to  calm  their  paflions,  re- 
turned to  her  brother,  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and 
conjured  him  with  tears  in  her  eyes  to  appeaie  a 
people,  whom  too  great  a  love  for  him  was  about 
to  carry  to  the  utmoft  excels.  He  yielded  at  lafl:, 
when  he  thought  he  had  refifted  long  enough  ta 
ilop  the  clamours  of  envious  tongues,  and  Qer* 
nra  informed  the  people  that  her  entreaties  had 
prevailed  upon  her  brother  to  comply,  and  that 
he  was  now  willing  to  take  upon  hunfelf  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  empire. 

Boris  governed  Ruflia  in  peace,  when  an  im^ 

poftoF  rofe  up  againft  him,   and  wrefted  the 

Icepter  from  his  hands,  which  he  had  gained  hy 

fo  enormous  a  villany.    A  flranger  appeared  un- 
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iier  tke  nanie  of  Demetrius,  who  had  been  affaf*^ 
iinated  by  the  orders  of  Boris,  arid  called  himfelf 
the  right  heir  of  Theodore.  He  gave  out,  that 
hi^  mother,  informed  of 'the  confpiracy  laid  by 
■Boris  againfi:  the  life  of  the  prince  of  Mufcovy^ 
and  forefeeing  the  danger,  had  laid  another  child 
in  his  bed,  which  had  been  maffacred  in  his 
place,  and  buried  immediately,  for  fear  the  aflaf- 
fin  ihould  difcover  the  artifice.  Befide  all  this, 
he  exa<ftly  refembled  the  true  Demetrius.  He 
had,  like  him,  oile  of  his  ai;ms  longer  than  the 
other,  and  a  like  mole  in  his  face;  but  his  fenfe, 
his  air,  and  his  genteel  behaviour,  ieemed  all  to 
put  his  birth  out  of  queftion. 

He  6rft  applied  to  the  Poliih  jefuits,  and  gave 
ihem  hopes,  Ihat  if  ever  he  came  to  the  throne 
of  his  fathers,  his  firft  care  fhould  be  to  draw 
0vcr  the  Ruflians  to  the  church  of  Rome.  The 
jefuits  wrote  iihmediately  to  the  pope,  and  prefled 
his  holinefs  to  engage  the  king  of  Poland  to  give 
hfiifiance  to  this  pretended  prince.  They  then 
prefented  him  to  George  Mecinfki,*the  palatine 
tof  Sendomir,  whofe  daughter  he  privately  pro- 
mifed  to  marry,  dnd  he  introduced  him  into  the 
tourt  of  Poland* 

Though  a  fuppliant,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to 
'  the  king  like  a  prince,  without  making  any  fub- 
mifiiions  which  might  have  betrayed  his  birth,  and 
Was  then  received  in  Poland  as  the  true  Deme- 
trius. There  he  raifed  an  ariny  of  10,000  men^ 
tnarched  toward  the  frontiers  of  Mufcovy,  pafied 
the  BorLfthenes,  and  took  i&emiga  without  any 
oppofition.  The  Coflacks,  gained  by  his  pro- 
mises, joined  him;  and  Corelas,  meir  h»ad^ 
opened  to  him  the  gates  of  Putinne. 

Boris,  in  the  ^mean  while   informed   of    the 

ftorm  which  was  gathering  in  Poland/ wrote  to 
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the  fcnate,  that  he  could  not  have  thought  th* 
wifdom  of  the  Poles  could  have  been  furprized 
by  a  fable  fo  evidently  falfe,  or  that  they  would 
have  infringed  the  treaties  between  them  in  fa- 
vour of  an  impoftor;  that  Demetrius  was  dead, 
and  the  whole  nation  knew  it,  and  had  mourned 
for  him;  he  therefore  befought  Sigifmond  to  feizc 
upon  the  perfon  of  the  fuppoiititious  Demetrius, 
and  fend  him  to  Mofcow  dead  or  alive.  He  added  ^ 
that  if  the  Poles  Ihould  fupply  the  impoflor  with 
any  fuccoUrs,  they  Ihould  learn  by  a  fatal  expe- 
rience, what  it  was  to  provoke  the  rage  of  the 
emperor  of  Ruffia.  Beiide  thefe  menaces,  he 
had  recourfe  to  intreaties,  and  applied  to  the  fe- 
nators  privately,  to  gain  them  over  to  his  intereft ; 
but  the  pope's  folicitations  and  the  credit  of  the 
jefuits  prevailed,  and  the  king  was  perfuaded, 
that  it  was  the  intereft  of  relirion  and  of  the  re- 
public to  fupport  the  party  of  Demetrius. 

Boris  now  levied  an  army,  and  marched  againft 
this  preteiided  prince  at  the  head  of  r 00,000 
men.  The  palatine  of  Sendomir,  who  com- 
manded the  aimy  of  Demetrius,  flattered  himfelf 
that  a  great  part  of  the  enemy's  troops  would 
pafs  over  to  him,  and  therefore  he  fought  for  an 
opportunity  to  engage,  though  his  forces  were 
unequal ;  but  he  was  defeated  on  the  firft  oniet^ 
and  obliged  to  fly. 

Demetrius  efcaped  into  the  caftle  of  Rfllelk, 
where  he  defended  himfelf  with  courage,  though 
almoft  all  his  foldiers  had  forfaken  him :  even 
the  two  Carthufians,  whom  he  had  brought  with 
him  as  witnefles  of  his  piety  and  zeal  for  the 
Romiih  religion,  deferted  him ;  but  the  jefuits 
Nicholas  Ckerrakowfki  and  Andrew  Lowitz  wcrtf 
conftant  to  him,  and  encouraged  him  by  their 
example  aad  di£:ourfc.    He  ieemed  h/m(tl(  tho- 
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ronghly  convinced  of  the  goodnefs  of  his  caufe ; 
^xxd  whenever  he  went  to  engage,  he  was  feen  to 
lift  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to  Heaven,  and  pray 
God  to  ftrike  him  dead  with  thunder,  if  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  throne  were  not  juft. 

Fortune  foon  after  declared  for  him.  He  beat 
the  Mufcovite  army  which  befieged  him,  with  an 
handful  of  men,  and  forced  them  to  a  fliameful 
retreat.  He  then  entered  Pont i vol.  Five  neigh- 
bouring towns  opened  to  him  their  gates  ;  and  he 
found  in  Bialogrod  an  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of 
cannon.  Jaleka  and  Luptine  prefently  after  fur- 
rendered;  and  il\e  whole  province  of  Scveria 
fubmitted  to  him. 

While  he  lay  at  Pontivol,    Boris  lent  certain 
cmiffaries  to  aflaflinatc  him ;    and  the  patriarch 
of  Mufcovy  publiihed  a  decree,  by  which  he  ex- 
communicated all  the  followers  of  Demetrius, 
The  aflaflins  being  difcovered,  Demetrius  treated 
them  with  clemency,  and  gave  them  their  par- 
dons.  He  wrote  at  the  fame  time  to  the  patriarch, 
and  delired  he  would  confine  hirafelf  within  the 
bounds  of  his  minifl^ry,  and  net  employ  religion 
in  the  fupport  of  an  unjufl^  caufe.      He  is  faid 
likewifc  to  have  fent  a  letter  to  Boris,   in  which 
be,  in  very  lively  terms,   reproached  him  with 
the,  means  he  h^d  made  ufe   of  to  afcend  the 
throne,  and  offered  him  pardofi,  with  confidera- 
blc  advantages  to  himfelf  and  his  family,  in  cafe 
he  would  retire  into  a  monaftery,   of  which  the 
choice  fhould  be  left  to  himfelf.      Boris   was   fo 
ftruck  with  the  reading  of  this  letter,  that,  whe- 
ther through  indignation  or  remorfe,  he  fell  into 
an  apoplexy,  and  died,  after  having  reigned  le- 
ven  years. 

His  fon  was  crowned,  and  all  the  lords  took 

an  path  of  fidelity  to  him ;  but  a  blind  fortune 
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foon  changed  the  face  of  affairs,  and  difplaced 
the  fon  of  Boris  to  raife  Demetrius  to  the  throne, 
who  was  almoft  as  foon  depofed. 

Crom  was  befieged  by  the  Mufcovites,  and  had 
already  fuftained  ten  affaults.  Demetrius,  ii> 
whofe  favour  that  city  had  declared,  was  afraid 
left  it  fliould  fall  under  the  redoubled  efforts  of 
the  befiegers,  and  difpatched  Zaporlki  to  its  af^ 
fiftance.  As  that  general  had  not  troops  enough 
to  break  through  the  Ruffian  camp  by  force,  he 
had  recourfe  to  ftratagem.  He  made  ufe  of  an 
ignorant  countrj'  fellow,  by  whom  he  fent  a  letter 
to  the  governor  of  Crom,  in  which  he  preffed 
him  to  a  vigorous  reliftance,  upon  hopes  of.  the 
fpeedy  arrival  of  40,000  men,  who  were  already- 
on  their  march  to  fuccour  him.  This  fellow  was 
taken  by  the  befiegers,  as  Zaporfki  intended  that 
lie  Ihould^  He  was  put  to  the  torture,  and  con- 
fefled,  what  himfelf  was  fully  perfuaded  of,  that 
Zaporlki  was  upon  his  march  with  a  numerous 
army.  The  Mufcovites,  aftoniftied  at  this  falfe 
report,  immediately  converted  the  fiege  into  a 
blockade,  and  went  to  meet  Zaporfki,  who,  to 
confirm  their  fears,  ftretchcd  out  his  troops  as 
much  as  poffible,  ordered  a  great  noife  to  be 
made  in  the  camp,  and  comnianded  all  the  valets 
of  his  army  to  mount  on  horfeback.  He  likewife 
fent  certain  fbldiers  into  the  encmy-s  camp,  who, 
pretending  to  be  deferters,  affured  the  Ruffian 
general  and  his  officers,  that  another  body  of 
troops  was  following  Zaporfki ;  while  he,  taking 
•advantage  of  their  raiftaKe,  fell  upon  them  im- 
mediately with  all  the  briftnefs  the  Poks  were 
capable  of.  The  attack  proved  fuccefsful :  the 
firft  ranks  of  the  enemy  were  broken,  and  Peter 
Biifmanof,  who  had  been  the  firfl  minifter  of  Bo- 
ris, immediately  abandoned  the  caufc  of  hig  Ion, 

to 
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to  declare  in  favour  of  Demetrius.  The  example 
of  fo  conliderable  a  man  drew  after  him  a  great 
number  of  officers.  Who  fubmitled,  and  fent  de- 
puties to  Demetrius  to  affure  him  of  their  fide^ 
litjr.  General  John  Houdun,  who  refiifed  to 
comply,  was  put  under  a  gu^rd,  and  fent  to  . 
prifon. 

Mofcow  followed  the  example  of  the  army^ 
J^nd  the  people  there  rofe  in  favour  of  Demetrius. 
The  widow  of  Boris,  the  czar,  his  fon  and  daugl>- 
ter,  were  Ihut  up  in  a  clofe  prifgn.  The  dowager 
czarina,  fearing  the  vengeance  of  the  conqueror, 
took  down  a  draught  of  poifon,  and  gave  of  it 
to  her  two  children.  The  fon  of  Boris  died  of 
it ;  but  his  daughter,  upon  talking  an  antidote, 
furvived, 

Demetrius  made  a  magnificent  entry  into  the 
capital  of  the  empire,  and  was  there  folemnly 
jicknowledged  great  duke  of  Mufcovy,  and  king 
pf  Cafan  and  Aftracan,  provinces  which  John 
Bafilides  had  conquered.  His  coronation  was  fg- 
lemnized  toward  the  end  of  July,  and  his  pre- 
tended mother  affifted  at  the  ceren^ony.  She  had 
been  ihut  up  in  an  obfcure  monaftery  by  the  or- 
der of  Bpris,  where  Ihe  had  remained  in  an  entire 
oblivion.  Demetrius  took  her  out  from  thence, 
embraced  her  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  gave  her  an 
attendance  fuitable  fo  her  quality,  and  heaped 
honours  upon  her.  The  princefs,  on  her  fide, 
cither  flattered  by  the  change  of  her  condition, 
ar  afraid  to  declare  what  fhe  thought,  owned  the 
pretended  Demetrius  for  her  fon,  and  by  that 
means  confirmed  the  common  miftake  of  all  the 
Mufcovites. 

But  the  preference  Demetrius  gave  to  the  Poles 
before  his  native  fubjedls,  the  inclination  he  Ihewed 
^war4  the  Romiih  religion,  ^nd  his  treatment  tq 
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the  family  of  Boris,  proved  fatal  to  him.  He 
removed  the  Mufcovites  from  his  court  and  all 
employments,  and  fliewed  favour  only  to  the  fo- 
reigners who  advanced  him  to  tlie  throne  >;  parti- 
cularly to  the.  jefuits,  who  obtained  a  rich  efta- 
blifhment  in  Mofcow.  Seventy  of  the  moft 
confiderable  families  in  the  empire,  which  were 
either  allied  to  the  late  czar,  or  held,  out  too  long 
in  the  caufe  of  his  fon,  were  attainted,  and  their 
eftates  given  to  the  Polilh  lords  who  had  foUoweji 
him. 

While  all  fubmitted  to  Demetrius,-  Theodore 
Swifki  or  Choufqui  was  almoft  the  only  one  who 
ventured  to  rife  up  againft  the  authority  of'  this 
new  prince.  He  endeavoured  to  form  a  confpi- 
racy,  and  harangued  againft  him  in  a  moft 
virulent  manner;  but  thcle  firft  efforts  proved 
unfucceftftil,  and  the  plot  being  difcovered, .  he 
was  taken  up  and  condemned  by  the  fenate, 
Swilki  was  brought  to  the  fcaftbld,  when  Deme- 
trius, through  a  clemency  which  proved  fatal  to 
him,  prevented  the  blow,  and  granted  his  par-^ 
don  to  the  criminal. 

1606.  In  the  mean  time  the  new  czar  lent  a 
magnificent  embafTy  into  Poland,  to  return  thanks 
to  Sigifrnond  for  the  affiftance  he  had  given  him, 
to  renew  the  former  treaties,  and  to  demand  the 
daughter  of  the  palatine  of  Sendomir  in  mar- 
riage. She  came  into  Mufcovy  with  her  father, 
her  uncle,  and  a  long  train  of  German  and  Ita- 
lian merchants.  Within  fome  few  days  after  her 
arrival,  fhe  was  crowned  by  the  patriarch  of 
Jluflia,  who  likewife  performed  the  ceremony  of 
the  marriage. 

Though  all  things  now  carried  the  face  of  public 
tranquillity,  there  fublifted,  notwithftanding,  a 
private  coni^iracy  againft  the  pretended  Deme-. 
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trius.  Whether  through  prudence,  or  fear  and 
jremorfe,  or  from  wliatever  caufe,  he  forefaw  all 
the  mifchief  which  threatened  him ;  the  con- 
fpiracy  he  had  difcovcred  fix  months  before  re- 
turned to  his  mind,  and  he  feared  the  conlequencea 
of  a  plot  whicli  he  had  left  unpuniihcd.  Befide, 
he  had  no  guards,  and  blamed  himfelf  for  having 
difmifled,  through  a  blind  confidence,  the  Ger- 
man troops  which  he  had  in  his  pay.  As  to  the 
Poles,  their  number  was  iuconfiderable,  and  in- 
ijead  of  bf^ing  able  to  reftrain  the  fury  of  an 
enraged  people,  they  could  only  ferve  to  inflame 
it.  In  Ihort,  they  treated  the  Mufcpvites  as  a 
conquered  nation,  and  with  fo  much  contempt, 
that  thofe  revengeful  people  were  in  a  hurry  to 
get  rid  of  thefe  proud  foreigners,  and  the  prince 
who  had  brought  them  in  with  him.  The  quar- 
rel began  at  an  entertainment,  where  the  Polifh 
ambalFador  would  be  placed  at  the  czar's  table. 
As  this  pretenfion  was  contrary  to  cuftom,  the 
principal  of  the  boyards  were  fo  provoked  at  it, 
that  they  were  hardly  reftrained  from  coming  to 
blows. 

Some  few  days  after,  the  fl:orm  broke  out.  On 
the  27th  of  May,  the  confpirators  met  early  in 
the  morning.  They  were  joined  by  the  body  of 
the  nobility,  and  the  people  rofe  to  their  affift- 
ance.  Some  of  them  befieged  the  quarter  of,  the 
Poles,  attacked  it,  carried  it,  and  put  all  to  the 
fword ;  while  others  ran  furioufly  toward  the  ci- 
tadel, where  the  garrifon,  either  furprized  or 
corrupted,  made  but  a  faint  rcfifiancc,  Peter 
Bufmanof,  the  confidant  of  Demetrius,  was  killed 
upon  the  very  firfl:  onfet;  and  Swiiki,  at  the  head 
of  a  troop  of  confpirators,  with  a  fword  drawn 
in  one  hand,  and  a  crucifix  in  the  other^  made 
Jiiinfelf  in4fl:er  of  the  avenues  to   the  prince's 

apartment. 


I38  niSrORY   OP  fOLAKDy 

apartment.  The  impoflor,  roufed  by  the  noifb, 
laid  hold  of  his  fabre,  and  threw  himfelf  out  at 
the  window.  Being  hurt  in  his  thigh,  hewa^ 
foon  lecurcd,  notwithflanding  all  his  oppofi-r 
tion,  and  led  into  a  great  hall  by  Swilki*s  orders. 
But  though  death  flood  round  him  on  every  lide, 
his  ro\lragc  never  left  him,  smd  he  behavexi  like 
a  priiice  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life.  A  boyar(| 
prefuming  fo  fpeak  difrefpe6tfully  to  him,  he  pu- 
nifhed  him  immediately  for  his  infolence,  and 
gave  him  a  blow  with  his  fabre.  He  *}\cn  ipoke 
refolutely  to  the  confpirator^,  defircd  the  people 
might  be  admitted,  and  the  princefs  his  mother 
brought  to  affure  them  ftill  that  he  was  the  real 
fon  of  Jo!m  Balilidcs.  But  Swilki,  who  obferved 
the  conlpirators  to  be  fomewhat  moved,  caufed 
him  to  be  killed  immediately,  with  a  Qerman  of-: 
ficer  that  was  prefcnt,  for  fear  he  Ihould  divulge 
what  had  pafled. 

Paterfon,  a  Swedifh  hiftorian^  aflerts,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  Swilki  produced  the  widow  of 
John  Balilides  and  mother  of .  Demetrius,  and 
that  the  princefs  declared  her  fon  had  been  flain; 
but  that  Ihe  durft  not  venture  to  aver  it  till  then ; 
and  befide  that  ftie  was  overjoyed  to  fee  the 
avenger  of  Boris's  villany  upon  the  throne. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  this  Demetrius 
was  an  impoftor :  and  yet,  the  refemblancc  of 
his  perfon  and  countenance  to  the  prince  whofe 
name  he  afiumcd,  his  courage  after  his  firft  de* 
feat,  the  grcatnefs  of  mind  which  appeared  in  all 
his  actions,  and  the  declarations  of  the  dowager 
of  John  Baiilides,  who  at  firft  owned  him  for  her 
fon ;  all  thefc  circumftances  have  led  fome  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Miifcovitcs  unjuftly  murdered  the 
lawful  heir  to  the  crown.  His  behaviour  at  his 
(Jcalh  is  uncertain.     Thofe  who  confider  him  as 
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9t  Gountcrfeit  fay,  that  he  owned  the  impofture 
before  his  death,  and  that  his  pretended  mother 
declared  that  her  fon  was  aflaflinated  by  Boris. 
Others,  on  the  contrary,  maintain,  that  he  con- 
Hantly  defended  his  character  aiid  condition ;  that 
the  dowager  czarina  never  difowncd  him  for  her 
(on;  and  lalily,  that  his  inclination  to  favour  the 
Romifh  religion,  and  the  fricndfliip  he  exprcffed 
toward  the  Poles,  wpre  the  fole  caufes  of  his 
misforttine. 

However  this  b^,  as  foon  as  he  w^aa  flaini 
Swilki  caufcd  him  to  be  publicly  expofed  for  four 
d^ys,  and  his  dead  body  was  treated  by  the  po- 
pulace with  the  utmoft  indignity.  Twelve  hun- 
dred Poles  perifhed  with  him.  The  foreign 
merchants  were  plundered :  one  lingle  man  loft 
200,000  florins,  and  almoft  all  of  them  were  put 
to  the  fword.  The  daughter  of  the  palatine  of 
Bendomir,  who  had  fo  lately  arrived  from  Poland 
with  fuch  pomp  and  magnifipence,  and  but  a  few, 
days  before  had  feen  herfelf  pofleflfed  of  the 
highefl  grandeur,  was  taken  into  cuftody,  thrown 
into  an  obfcure  prifon,  and  deemed  happy  that 
Ihe  cfcaped  with  life!  At  length  the  fury  of  the 
people  being  abated,  they  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  czar,  and  Swilki  was  clu)fcn. 

His  firft  care  was  to  lay  open  the  deaths  and 
impofture  of  the  pretended  Demetrius.  He  fcnt 
abroad  a  declaration,  in  which  it  was  aflerted, 
that  his  true  name  was  Gregory  Grilki  or  Strepy ; 
that  he  had  been  a  monk  and  a  domeftic  of  the 
patriarch's;  and  that  he  afcended  the  throne  by 
means  of  witchcraft.  But  though  his  death  w^as 
certain,  and  all  the  Mufcovites  in  a  manner  -were 
witneffes  of  it,  yet  another  Demetrius  appeared 
upon  the  ftage,  and  maintained  that  this  pre- 
tended prince  was  not'flftin,  but  had  efcaped  with 
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a  fmall  number  of  his  guards.  Though  the  cheat 
was  manifeft,  yet  fume  of  the  lords  adhered  to 
.  him ;  the  CoHacks,  encouraged  by  the  love 
of  plunder,  and  glad  of  any  pretext  for  pillage^ 
joined  with  him ;  and  lafily,  the  daughter  of  the 
palatine  of  Sendomir,  who  with  difficulty  eft 
caped  out  of  her  prifon  at  Mofcow,  loudly  pro- 
claimed him  to  be  her  hufband ;  but  he  had  not 
the  fame  good  fortune  as  the  perfon  whom  he  re- 
prefentcd,  for  he  never  came  to  the  throne,  but 
was  aflaffinated  by  the  Tartars  who  ferved  him  as 
his  guards. 

1609,  1 610.  In  the  mean  while  Sigifmond, 
by  means  of  the  troubles  which  the  two  pre- 
tended Demctrius's  had  raifed  in  Mufcov)'^,  made 
conliderable  conquclls  in  the  country.  The  laft 
fcrvcd  him  as  a  pretext  for  entering  Ruffia.  He 
raifed  a  great  army,  and  marched  againft  Smo-r 
lenlko,  a  city  formerly  belonging  to  Poland,  but 
which  had  been  taken  from  them  by  the  czarsj 
ever  lince  the  year  1514.  The  Poles  had  the 
:prft  advantage  near  Clulin,  and  beat  an  army  of 
26,000  Mufcovites.  The  town  of  Zaroba  was 
then  carried  by  Sulcofs,  who  commanded  a  de- 
tachment of  Sigifmond's  anny. 

The  ficgc  of  Smolenlko  lalled  near  two  years^ 
and  tlierc  fell  either  by  tl]c  fword  of  the  con- 
queror, or  by  fickncfs,  200,000  Mufcovites,- 
This  important  place  v/as  carried  at  laft  by  afr 
fault;  tlic  province  of  Scvcria  fubmitted  to  Si- 
gifmond, and  the  Poles  already  threatened  the  . 
capital  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  when  the  Mufco- 
vites, attributing  their  misfortunes  to  the  prince 
that  governed  them,  dcpofcd  Swilki,  gave  hinx 
up  into  the  hands  of  the  king  of  Poland,  and  by 
the  advice  of  Muciflaus,  governor  of  Mofcow, 
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t>fFer€d  the  crown  to  Ladiflaus  the  eldefl  fon  of 
Sigifinond. 

161 1.  This  young  prince,  however,  did  not 
wear  it  long;  for  the  Mufcovites  revolted  almoft 
in  the  inftant  that  they  had  taken  an  oath  of  fi-* 
delity  to  their  new  mafter.  Whether  through  a 
natural  inconftancy,  or  that  the  beginning  of 
La4iflaus's  reign  made  them  fenfible  of  the  dan- 
ger of  being  under  the  dominion  of  a  Polifli 
prince,  we  know  not;  but  the  whole  nation,  by  a 
general  confpiracy,  took  up  arms,  and  eledtcd 
for  czar  Foederowitz  Romanos,  fon  of  the  pa- 
triarch Theodore.  Foederowitz  immediately  laid 
liege  to  Mofcow,  where  was  a  garrifon  of  7000 
Poles.  As  the  place  was  of  too  large  extent  to 
fuftain  a  liege,  its  defenders,  feeing  they  were 
not  in  a  condition  to  preferve  it,  fet,  fire  to,  the 
city,  and  above  1 00,000  houfes,  befide  immenfe 
riches,  were  confumed  by  the  flames.  The  Poles 
then  retired  into  the  citadel,  and  made  there  a 
brave  refiliancc. 

Sigifinond  might  have  relieved  them,  and  his 
glory  engaged  him  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours 
toward  preferving  fo  fine  a  conqueft  ;  yet  he 
fent  but  very  faint  fuccours  into  Mufcovy,  fo 
that  the  garrifon  of  the  place  befiegedwas  obliged 
to  capitulate,  after  having  fufFered  the  laft  extre- 
mities. 

Foederowitz  made  a  right  ufe  of  thefe  advan- 
tages and  of  the  ina6livity  of  the  king  of  Po- 
land. Having  provided  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
capital  city,  he  fat  down  before  Smolenflco,  a 
place  of  great  importance  to  either  ft  ate.  The 
garrifon'  was  fmall,  and  the  lofles  the  Poles  had 
lately  fufFered  had  leflened  their  courage.  The 
place  was  carried  by  aflault  upon  the  firft  at- 
tack, and  the  garrifon  cut  to  pieces.     From  this 

time 
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lime  forward  Sigifmond's  endeavoul'S  to  tiHore 
his  affairs  in  Ruffia  proved  of  no  moqient.  He 
had  let  flip  the  fiivourable  opportunityj  either  of 
brining  the  Mnfcovitcs  under  fubjedlion,  or  of 
gaining  their  affe6lions  for  ever,  and  the  fame 
circumftances  returned  no  more.  It  was  in  vain^ 
that  his  fon  Laxliflaus,  fome  years,  after,  niarched 
into  Mufcoty  with  a  numerous  army.  His  (uc- 
cefs  was  in  no  refpeft  anfwerable  to  his  hopes^ 
and  lie  was  obliged  to  return  into  Poland,  and 
bgree  to  a  truce  of  fourteen  years. 

After  fo  much  bloodfhed,  {6  m^ny  battles> 
ficgcs,  and  revolutions,  what  now  was  the  ifTud 
of  thcfe  great  events  ?  Mufcovy^  after  having 
feen  upon  the  throne  of  its  princes  the  afTaifin  of 
the  lawful  heir  of  the  crown,  became  the  fport 
of  an  infamous  impoflor.  Shaken  to  its  very 
foundations,  and  overfpread  with  the  blood  of 
the  moft  illultrious  boyards,  it  became  a  prey  to 
the  Poles,  its  mortal  enemies,  and  fubmitted  to 
the  Ihameful  yoke  of  a  fuppofititious  Demetrius, 
Swifki  revenged  its  quarrel,  and  reigned,  but  was 
in  an  infbint /driven  from  the  throne  by  the  very 
fame  people  who  had  raifed  him  to  it.  Anothei: 
impoftor  llarted  up,  and  occafioned  freih  trou- 
bles and  new  misfortunes.  The  blood  of  the 
jNIufcoviies  ft  reamed  down  in  every  quarter; 
Smolenfko  alone  was  the  grave  of  200,000  Ruf- 
Tfians;  Mofcow  was  taken;  Ladiflaus  acknow- 
Jcdgcd  as  czar,  and  in  the  fame  breath  depc^ed^ 
I'here  came  at  lafl  a  thorough  alteration.  The 
inisfortunes  of  Ruffia  were  no  more.  Fcedero- 
vniz  \yas  elected.  He  repofleflfed  his  capital^ 
and  cxtiuguilhed  there  the  fires  which^  the  Poles 
had  kindled.  They  yielded,  they  fled.  Smolen- 
fko was  carried  by  aflault;  and  Sigilinond,  after 
iuch  great  advantages  "^and  fo  many  vi6loritis> 

could 
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<:6uld  prcfervc  no  more  than  the  duchy  of  Scvcria 
an<l  Novogrod. 

1619.  A  war  with  the  Turks  now  approached, 
of  which  we  fliall  briefly  ftate  the  origin.    Bethleni 
Gabor,  having  driven  Gabriel  Batori  out  of  Tranfil* 
vania,  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  that  princi- 
pality. Thetroublcsof  Bohemiafurnilhcd  him  next 
ixrith  a  favourable  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  am- 
l)ition*     He  carried  the  war  into  Hungary,  took 
Caflbw,  Filek, andTirnaw*  In  fine, becoming  maf-^ . 
ter  of  Prelbourg,  he  afliimed  the  title  of  Prince  of 
Hungary,      The  Bohemians,  who  had  revolted 
againil  the  Emperor  Ferdinand,  andchofen  Frede- 
ric the  eleftor  palatine  for  their  king,  applied  to  the 
prince  of  Tranfilvania  for  his  afliftance,  to  fujv 
port  them  againft  the  forces  of  Ferdinand,  .who, 
on  his  fide,  implored  the  fuccour  of  the  king  of 
Poland.     Sigifmond  fupplicd  the  emperor  with 
4060  C!oflacks,  by  whofe  means  the  ufurper  Fre- 
deric was   driven  from   the  throne.      But   tlic 
part  which  the  Poles  had  in  this  war,  drew  upon 
their  country  the  arms  of  the  Ottomans. 

In  ihort,  Gabor,  who  was  fupported  by  the 
Turks,  and  had  great  credit  at  the  Porte,  ac- 
cufed  Gratiani  the  vaivode  of  Moldavia,  of  ad- 
hering to  the  Poles,  who  were  allied  to  the  Houfe 
of  Auilria,  though  he  was  the  vaflal  and  tributary 
of  the  Sultan ;  and  Sander  the  bafha  had  orders 
to  pa{s  into  Moldavia  and  feize  on  the  vaivode. 

i6zo.  Zolkienlki  marched  to  the  fuccour  of 
Gratiani  with  8000  Poles ;  and  though  the  vai- 
vode, who  had  promifed  to  meet  him  with  14,000 
borCc^  joined  him  only  with  .600  men,  he  took 
the  brave  refolution,  either  of  conquering  an 
army  of  70,000  Turks  and  Tartars,  or  pcrifliing 
in  the  attempt.  The  firfl:  afbion  paffed  in  Mol- 
4avia.     Never  was  engagement  more  bold  or 

more 
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more  bloody •  The  Poles  ftood  like  an  hripeilS-^ 
trable  wall  againft  the  Tartars  who  fell  upon 
their  wings,  and  the  JanifTaries  who  attacked 
them  in  front.  The  courage  and  addrefs  of  the 
great  general,  and  the  good  order  he  caufed  to 
be  oblerved  in  his  troops,  counterbalanced  the 
advantage  of  numbers,  and  the  infidels  were 
the  firft  who  defifted.  Zolkieniki  continued 
in  the  field  of  battle,  and  expedlcd  to  renew  the 
ailion  early  the  next  morning  ;  but  either  through 
cowardice,  or  jealoufy  of  command,  feveral  of 
his  principal  officers  deferted  him  in  the  night, 
and  carried  off  with  them  4000  of  his  men, 
which  were  one  half  of  his  little  army,  fo  that 
he  (kw  himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  planning  a 
letreat.  It  was  difficult  to  fucceed  in  prefence  of 
a'  courageous  enemy,  whofe  forces  were  infinite- 
ly fuperior ;  he  neverthelefs  attempted  it ;  and  if 
he  was  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  with  fuccefs, 
he  at  leaft  defervcd  all  the  glory  of  it. 

As  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  defertion  of 
his  troops,  he  formed  a  fquare  battalion  of  the 
feithful  foldiers  that  were  left  him,  made  a  kind 
of  moveable  entrenchment  around  them  with  his 
chariots,  and  marched  in  this  order  to  gain  the 
Nieiler.  He  reached  to  within  two  or  three  days 
journey  of  Mohilow,  the  firft  place  of  Poland  on 
that  fide ;  but  he  had  the  Tartars  to  refift,  who 
were  continually  harafling  him,  and  was  under 
fuch  a  ncceffityof  avoiding  the  woods  and  moun- 
tains which  lay  in  his  paflage,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  go  a  great  way  about-  In  the  day-time  he 
was  forced  to  fight,  and  to  march  in  the  night. 
On  the  firfl;  of  OcSlober,  the  Turks  attacked  hira 
without  any  fuccefs.  Sheltered  by  his  waggons^ 
he. defended  himfelf  with  fo  much  courage  and 
addrefs^  and  the  field  pieces  he  had  with  him 

were 
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were  fired  fo  advantageoufly  upon  the  ene- 
mies battalions,  that  he  obliged  them  to  retire. 
In  fhort,  he  had  already  marched  eight  days,  had 
arrived  within  two  leagues  of  the  Niefter,  was 
on  the  point  of  compafEng  his  intentions,  and 
his  little  troop,  after  having  braved"  an  array  of 
near  80,000  men,  were  entering  the  paflage  of 
the  river,  when  a  panic  which  feized  upon  the 
attendants  of  the  eamp,  made  the  brave  2k>lkien- 
fti  lofe  the  fruit  of  fo  much  dexterity,  and  fo  dif- 
ficalt  a  march..  As  the  night  came  on,  the  va- 
,  lets  obferving  fome  mules  grazing  near,  ran  to 

]  catch  them  ;  but  on  a  fudden  imagining  that  the^ 

Tartars,  who  appeared  lb  terrible  to  them,  lay 
in  ambufh  behind  them,  they  took  *to  their  heels, 
and  fet  up  fo  loud  a  cry,  that  they  fpread  terror 
throughout  the  camp.  The  like  dread  feized 
upon  the  foldiers,  who  fell  into  confuiion  ;  and 
thus  thofe  brave  Poles,  who  had  lately  made  fo 
ftout  a  refiftance,  were  in  a  manner  defeated, 
by  the  fhadow,of  an  enemy,  whom  they  had  io  ' 
often  refolutely  encountered  face  to  face.  The 
Tartars,  informed  of  the  diforder,  fell  upon  the 
I  fcattered  and  affrighted  foldiers,  and  cut  them 

'  to  pieces,  or  made  Aem  flaves.     The  courageous 

Zolkienfki  was  almoft  the  only  perfon  who  ven- 
tured  to  difpute    his    life ;    but    after    feveral 
fruitlefs  efforts,  he  was  at  lafl  overpowered  by 
I  numbers.     His  head  was  fent  to  Conftantinople. 

The  conquerors  then  ravaged  Podolia  ;  and  this 
I  was  all  the  fruit  they  gained  from  a  viftory, 

j  which  was  no  otherwife  coniiderable  than  by  thq 

brave  refiflance  of  the  conquered. 

1 6a I.  But  the  revenge  of  Gabor,  who, was  the 
fpring  of  this  war,  was  not  hereby  iatisfied.  He 
gained  over  the  principal  balhas  to  his  party,  and 
liaving  drawn  them  into  his  views^  they  on  their 

L  lide 
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lide  engaged  the  SuHan  in  an  expedition,  wtricfif 
according  to  all  outward  appearance,  mufi  have 
been  attended  with  very  fatal  confequences  to 
Poland.     Ofman  was  then  upon  the  throne  of 
the  Ottoman  Empire :   young  and  ambitious,  h« 
was  bent  wholly  upon  war,  either  through  a  na- 
tural inclination,  or  for  the  fake  of  employing 
that  dreadful  body  of  troops,  which,  too  apt  to' 
mutiny  when  unemployed,  might  as  calily  de- 
throne him,  as   they  had  lately  given  him  thef 
fcepter  they  took  from  Muftapha.     All  Turkey 
was  prpfently  in  motion  for  the  preparations  for 
this  campaign  ;  and  the  Sultan  in  perfon  appear- 
ed early  in  the  fpring  upon  the  frontiers  of  Mol- 
davia, witii  aft  army  of  292.000  men.     So  for- 
midable a  power  feemed  likely  to  fwallow  up 
Poland ;  but  the  Ottoman  armies  are  generally 
more  numerous  than  terrible.      Charles  Chotkie- 
witz,  the  general  who  had  already  dijftinguifhed 
himfelf  in  the  war  againft  Charles  of  Suderland, 
advanced  towards  Moldavia  to  defend  the  fron- 
tiers.    He  was  attacked  by  the  infidels,  as  he 
lay  intrenched  upon  the  banks  of  the  Niefter,  in 
an   advantageous  fituationj    who,  dcfpifing  the 
fraall  number  of  his  troops,  and  encouraged  by 
the  prefence  of  tlttnr  emperor,  ufed  their  utmoft 
efforts  to   force   Chotkiewitz   in   his   lines, ,  but 
were  repulfed  with  a  confiderable  lois* 

While  the  Poles  refilled  with  fo  much  bravery^ 
their  general  died  on  the  27th  of  September  at 
Choczim,  and  Staniflaus  Lubomirfki  fupplied  his 
place. 

The  Coffacks,  whofe  ravages  ferved  alfo  as  a 
pretext  for  the  invafion  of  the  Tufks,  haftened 
to  the  fuccour  of  Poland;  The  Tartars  advanced 
to  meet  them,  and,  fupported  by  a  detachment  of 
Turkifh  foot,  fell  upon  them  in  their  march. 

The 
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The  pafTage  was  dcfputed  for  about  eight  hours, 
and  at  laft  carried  by  the  Coflacks,  though  infe- 
rior in  number.  They  then  joined  the  Polifti  ar- 
my, and  had  a  great  fhare  in  the  happy  iffue  of 
this  war. 

On  the  28th  of  September,  Ofman  gave  orders 
for  a  general  attack,  and  marched  himfelf  againft 
the  lines  of  the  Poles.  The  adVictn  began  by 
break  of  day,  and  continued  till  the  night  put 
an  end  to  it.  The  Turks,  continually  repulled, 
returned  ten  times  to  the  charge,  with  that  obfti- 
nacy  which  is  nattlral  to  them.  At  laft  they  re- 
treated, leaving  25,000  of  their  men  killed  at 
the  foot  of  the  intrenchtnents.  They  had  already 
loft  in  different  attacks  above  60,000  men ;  their 
army  was  daily  leffened  by  the  licknefs  which  raged 
in  it ;  and  their  .provifions  began  to  fail  them. 
Thus  the  Sultan,  loling  all  hope  of  forcing  the 
camp,  propofed  a  conference ;  which  was  accept- 
ed ;  for  the  two  parties  were  both  equally  delirous 
of  peace ;  and  if  the  Turks  defpaired  of  fuccefs, 
the  Poles  were  fatigued  and  ftood  in  need  of  re- 
freihment.  It  was  agreed,  therefore,  that  the 
Tartars  and  Coflacks,  who  Ihould  henceforward 
commit  any  ravages,  ihould  be  feverely  puniih- 
ed  :  that  the  Sultan  ihould  nominate  the  vaivode 
of  Moldavia ;  but  that  none  but  a  Chriftian  prince 
ihould  be  capable  of  enjoying  that  principality ; 
and  lailly,  that  Poland  ihould  give  up  Choczim. 
Thus  ended  a  war  which  alarmed  all  Chriilen- 
dom,  and  which  threatened  fuch  fatal  oonfe- 
quences  to  Poland.  Sigifmond  gave  no  other  oc- 
caiion  for  it,  than  in  aifiiling  the  emperor,  who 
deferted  him  at  laft,  and  even  refufed  him  leave 
to  raife  forces  out  of  Germany. 

1611.  Charles  Duke  of  Suderland,  the  lifur- 

per  of  the  throne  of  Sweden,  died,  and  was  fuc- 
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cecded  by  his  fon  Guftavus  Adolphw.  Thi« 
prince  took  advantage  of  the  diftancc  of  the  Po- 
lifli  troops  to  make  an  irraption  into  Livonia, 
where  after  a  ficge  of  fix  weeks  he  took  Riga. 
He  then  marched  along  the  raaritime  coafts  of 
that  province,  and  carried  his  conquefts  as  far  as 
Dantzick.  Sigifinond  ought  either  to  have  re- 
covered his  ufurped  patrimony,  or  have  fallen 
with  it ;  but,  too  weak  or  too  fearful  to  fland  in 
competition  with  a  prince,  whofe  intrepidity  and 
viAories  had  given  him  the  title  of  the  Lion  of  the 
North  J  he  chole  rather  to  conferil  to  a  truce,  which 
ended  in  1625. 

1626.  Upon  the  expiration  of  this  truce,  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  through  a  motive  of  generofity 
and  juftice,  ofFtrqd  to  divide  with  Sigifmond  the 
title  of  king  of  Sweden,  and  confented  that  the  - 
crown  Ihould  pafs  to  one  of  his  children.  He 
even  promifed  to  rcftore  Livonia  to  Poland,  upon 
condition  that  Sigifmond  Ihould  give  up  to  him 
Efthonia  and  Finland,  which  were  ftiared  be- 
twixt him  and  Charles  of  Suderland.  But  Si- 
gifinond, carrying  his  pretenfions  farther  with- 
out being  in  a  condition  to  iupport  them,  indif- 
creetly  reiufed  fuch  advantageous  offers.  Guf- 
tavus  then  took  the  field  with  an  army  of  25,000 
men,  landed  at  Blow,  and  took  Elbing,  Marien- 
burg,  and  fcveral  other  places  in  Prufiia.  Ka- 
fammark  was  the  grave  of  3000  Poles,  and  the 
engagement  fought  near  that  place  fccured  the 
conquefts  of  Guftavus  ;  but  the  battle  of  Dant- 
zick  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  him.  This  prince, 
who  perhaps  was  as  ra(h  as  he  was  brave,  expofed 
himfelf  to  the  enemy's  fire  like  a  common  fol- 
dier,  and  mounted  the  breach  in  pcrfon,  to  forc« 
the  intrenchments  of  the  Poles ;  and  he  would 
liave  carried  them,  had  he  been  lefs  expofed: 

I  but 
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T>ut  a  fi^rtunate  blow  faved  Poland.  Guftavus 
having  received  a  mulket  ihot,  which  grazed  upon 
his  Ihoulder,  and  obliged  him  to  retire,  his  troops, 
whofe  ftrength  and  courage  feemed  wholly  to 
depend  upon  the  prefence  of  their  king,  loft 
confidence  and  retreated. 

The  battle  of  Marienverdcr  would  have  bcai 
ftill  moFe  fatal  to  him,  if  the  Poles  had  known 
how  to  make  a  prefer  ufe  of  the  advantages  they 
had  gained.  Guftavus  Adolphus  threatened  the 
^empire  of  Germany  with  an  impending  invafion, 
and  infifted  upon  the  reftoration  of  the  proteftant 
princes  who  had  been  depofed  by  the  Houie  of 
Auftria.  The  emperor  Ferdinand  began  to  be 
afraid  of  this  young  conqueror,  and,  to  impede 
the  oourfe  of  fo  impetuous  a  torrent,  had  fent  a 
fupply  of  troc^s  to  Sigifmond.  The  Poles  and 
Germans,  unit:ed  together,  got  the  better  of  Gxif- 
tavus,  who  was  far  inferior  to  them  in  ftrength ; 
but  thqir  mifunderftandings  gave  him  time  to  re- 
cruit his  army,  and  to  revenge  his  defeat. 

1629.  In  the  end,  however,  a  new  truce  -was 
agreed  upon  for  fix  years  to  come  by  the  media- 
tion of  the  kings  of  England  and  France.  This 
treaty  was  entirely  in  favour  of  the  Swedes,  who 
continued  in  poffeffion  of  the  towns  of  Elbing, 
Memel,  Braunft>erg,  the  fort  of  Pillaw,  and  ^1 
their  conquefts  in  Livonia.  Sigifmond  did  not 
lire  to  fee  the  expiration  of  this  truce.  While  all 
parts  were  filled  with  the  found  of  Guftavus's 
victories,  he,  overwhelmed  with  cares  and  vexa- 
tions, regretting  what  he  had  loft,  and  appre- 
henfive  of  ftill  greater  lofles,  died  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Warfaw,  at  fixty-fix  years  of  age, 
ai^d  A.  D.  1632. 

The  reign  of  this  prince  was  attended  with 
very  Angular  events.    Chofen  by  the  lords  to  iuc- 
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cced  Sigifmond  Augullus,  Zatnofki,  xAider  hts 
prote6tion,  humbled  the  pride  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  and  drove  his  competitor  Maximilian 
from  the  throne.  While  the  mafter  and  quiet 
pofleflbr  of  an  eleflive  kingdom,  he  loft  his  own 
hereditary  dominions.  His  head  feemed  unequal 
to  the  weight  of  two  crowns.  His  efforts  againft 
the  ufiirper  Charles  of  Suderland  were  either  too 
weak,  or  ill-diretfbed.  He  could  neither  preferve 
his  own  patrimony,  nor  even  defend  the  pro- 
vinces of  Poland.  Livonia,  in  part  pofleffed  by 
the  ufurper,  was  entirely  conquered  by  Guftavus 
Adolphus,  who  farther  took  from  him  a  part  of 
Pruflia.  Gullavus  offered  him  an  advantageous 
accommodation  ;  but  Sigifmond,  too  much  at- 
tached to  his  own  fentiments,  and  refufing  to 
give  up  any  of  his  prctenfions,  could  not  obtain 
by  force  what  was  freely  offered,  aiid  was  only 
expofed  to  greater  lofles.  He  had  not  fkill  to 
take  advantage  of  the  revolutions  in  Mufcovy ; 
and  when  the  Mufcovites,  tired  out  with 
the  loffes  they  had  fuftained,  had  raifed  his  fon 
Ladiflaus  to  the  throne  of  Rufiia,  he  neither 
knew  how  to  fupport  him  there,  to  fuccour  Mof- 
cow,  or  preferve  Smolenfko. 

This  prince  had  notwithftanding  great  virtues, 
and  it  might  be  faid,  that  his  very  .faults  were  de- 
rived from  a  good  principle.  If  he  loft  Sweden, 
the  caufe  of  it  may  be  afcribed  to  his  zeal  for  the 
Roman  catholic  religion.  If  the  troubles  of 
Mufcovy  were  of  little  fervice  to  hitn,  the  reafon 
was,  that  he  too  early  declared  his  defign  of  in- 
troducing the  pope's  authority.  The  alliance  he 
contracted  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  brought 
the  Ottoman  arms  into  Poland,  and  fomented  the 
war  with  Sweden  ;  but  the  fhock  which  the  fe6ts 
that  divided  Germany  had  given  to  religion, 
Q*  made 
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made  him  beKeve  that  his  union  with  the  empe- 
ror was  neceflary  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
ikith  of  his  anceilors.  And  laflly,  too  ftricft  an 
equity  was  the  rule  by  which  he  would  be  guid* 
icd  in  the  difpute  he  had  with  Gullavus.  He 
did  not  confider  that  Guftavus  had  the  affec- 
tion of  the  Swedes  on  his  fide,  and  a  crown  in 
p6ffeflion.  He  was  really  a  king  by  hereditary 
iucceffion  ;  and  Sigifmond  looked  upon  him  as  a 
rebel  fubjeft.  As  he  was  incapable  of  doing  the 
leaft  irijuftice  himfelf,  he  would  not  fuffer  it  in 
another;  and  treating  Guftavus  as  an  ufurper, 
he  infifted  upon  his  giving  up  whatever  his  fa- 
ther had  ufurped  from  him.  Laftly,  one  may 
fafely  affirm,  that  if  he  had  not  reigned  in  Por 
land,  that  kingdom  would  not  have  loft  Livonia, 
and  he  would  have  prefervcd  Sweden.  He  died 
^fter  having  reigned  forty  ycAv^. 


SECT.  vn. 


LADISLAUS   VI. 


His  el  deft  fon  Ladislaus  was  clecfte^l  fomp 
months  after.  It  was  apprehended  at  firft,  that 
Guftavus,  crowned  \yith  the  laurels  he  had  won 
in  Germany,  and  the  glory  of  thirty  victories, 
would  have  declared  himfelf  a  candidate ;  and 
the  Proteftants,  who  were  very  numerous  in  the 
kingdom,  earneftly  defired  it ;  but  he  was  too 
much  taken  up  with  the  cape  of  his  conquefls, 
^nd  negle6ted  their  fuffrages. 

The  queen,  who  was  the  fecond  wife  of  Sigif- 
mond, made  fome  attenapts  in  favour  of  John 
Cafimir  her  fon,  to  the  prejudice  of  Ladiflaus, 
the  king's  fon  by  a  firft  marriage.     She  ha^.  en- 

L  4  deavourcd. 
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deavoured,  in  the  life-time  of  the  late  king,  to 
form  a  part}-,  and  obtain  John  Cafimir  to  be  de- 
clared heir  of  the  crown.  There  were,  befide, 
falfe  reports  fpVead  abroad,  that  Ladiflaus  fa- 
voured the  novel  opinions,  and  the  clergy,  upon 
this  account,  at  the  opening  of  the  diet,  ihewed 
but  few  marks  of  afFedtion  toward  that  prince. 
But  John  Cafimir,  through  a  greatnefs  of  foul 
perhaps  without  example,  arid  lefs  jealous  of  his 
own  rifing  than  his  mother,  who  left  no  means 
untried  that  might  contribute  to  advance  him 
to  the  throne,  broke  all  the  princefs's  meafiires^ 
and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  lords  who  ap- 
peared for  his  brother.  And  thus  Ladiflaus  was 
nominated  king  on  the  1 3th  of  November,  with- 
out oppofitioujj  by  the  archbilhop  of  Gnefna, 
and  then  proclaimed  by  the  grand  marfhal.  He 
was  not  crowned,  however,  till  the  year  follow- 
ing. 

1634.  His  fucceflion  to  the  crown  flands  diflin- 
guilhed  by  a  great  vidlory  which  he  gained  over  the 
Mulcovites.  They  were  alTembled  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Smolenlko,  frpm  whence  they  made 
irruptions  upon  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  Ladif- 
laus, who  had  learned  the  art  of  war  in  his  fa- 
ther's reign,  as  well  in  Mufcovy  as  in  Moldavia 
*gainft  the  Turks  and  Tartars,  marched  againft 
the  Ruffians,  drove  them  into  firaits,  and  obliged 
their  whole  army  to  furrender  at  difcretion.  The 
Turks  made  a  diverfion,  on  the  fide  of  Moldavia, 
in  favour  of  the  Mufcovites,  but  to  no  purpofe. 
When  he  had  conquered  them,  he  marched 
^gainft  the  infidels,  and  forced  them  to  a  retreat. 
I'he  bafha  who  commanded  them  loft  his  head, 
tither  for  his  unlkilful  management,  or  his  affur- 
ance  in  adling  contrary  to  treaty,  without  the  au- 
thority of  thp  grapd  figtior.    Thefe  two  victories 

pbtained 
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obtatQcd  an  advantageous  peace  for  Poland, 
ladiflaus  continued  in  polTdlion  of  the  duchies 
of  Smolenlko  and  Czarnihow  ;  and  the  Turk, 
who  had  made  trial  of  his  arms,  and  faw  that 
tlus  young  prince  could  not  be  attacked  with  im- 
punity, grew  afterwards  a  more  religious  obferver 
of  treaties. 

1635.  The  war  which  the  king  made  fome 
time  after  with  Sweden  was  no  lefs  glorious  and 
ufeful  to  him.  The  famous  Guftavus  Adolphus, 
after  having  conquered  almoft  all  Germany,  was 
liain  at  the  battle  of  Lutzen.  Expiring  in  the 
arms  of  viAory,  he  beat  the  Imperialifts,  or,  as 
other  hiilorians  relate,  his  troops,  in  a  rage  for 
the  death  of  their  prince,  revenged  it  by  the  en- 
tire defeat  of  the  enemy's  army.  After  his  death 
the  Swedifli  generals  fuAained,  for  fome  time, 
the  glory  of  his  arms,  furprifed  Leipfick,  took 
Schleftad,  Colmar,  Paderborn,  and  defeated  the 
Imperialifis  near  Hamelen ;  but  the  battle  of 
Stenaw,  and  particularly  that  of  Northlingue, 
were  diiadvantageous  to  them,  and  made  them 
lofe  a  part  of  their  conquefls.  They  muft  even 
have  fallen  under  the  power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  if  they  had  not  been  fupported  by  Louis 
XIII.  king  of  Prance. 

In  thefe  circumftances  Swieden,  governed  by 
Chrifiina  the  daughter  of  Guftavus  Adolphus, 
was  apprehenlive  of  the  arms  of  Ladillaus. 
With  a  view  to  appeafe  this  powerful  neighbour, 
who  was  preparing  to  make  war  upon  her  to  Re- 
cover what  his  father  had  loft,  flie  offered  a  trea- 
ty, as  neceflary  to  Sweden  as  advantageous  to 
Poland,  The  truce  was  continued  for  fix  and 
twenty  years :  Pruflia  was  reftored,  and  the  de- 
cifion  of  the  claims  to  the  feveral  branches  of 
Ijiivonia  were  fufpended. 

The 
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The  Coflacks  were  under  the  proteAion  of  Po-» 
land,  and  defended  the  frontiers  againft  the  in- 
vafions  of  Turks  and  Tartars.  .  King  Stephen 
Batori,  who  knew  the  ufcflilnefs  of  that  militia, 
had  given  them  lands,  and  granted  them  privi- 
leges for  the  fecurity  of  their  hberty  and  religion^ 
But  the  Ukraine,  which  they  inhabited,  be- 
poming  the  refuge  of  an  infinite  number  of  Polifh 
pealants,  who,  harafled  with  the  exactions  and 
drudgery  which  the  gentry  required  from  them, 
had  joined  the  Coflacks,  and  enjoyed  with,  them 
the  hke  immunities,  many  of  the  lords  demand- 
ed back  their  vaffals  ;  and  the  Coflacks  refufing 
to  give  lip  thofe  unhappy  wretches,  an  attempt 
was  made  upon  the  privileges  of  that  nation, 
and  a  fchemc  laid  to  reduce  them  to  an  equal  fla- 
very  with  that  of  the  Polifli  peafants.  Hence 
arofc  a  long  and  cruel  war,  which  reduced  the 
kingdom  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 

Konielpblki  firft  entered  the  Ukraine  with  an 
armed  force,  and  raifed  the  fort  of  Kudac  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Borifthenes,  to  overawe  thofe  un- 
tra(?Vable  people  into  the  obfervance  of  their  duty. 
Upon  fight  of  that  fort,  which  threatened  their 
liberty,  they  took  up  arms  ;  but  their  firft  efforts 
were  unfuccefsful,  and  they  were  obliged  to  fub- 
mit.  An  amnefliy  was  granted  them  ;  but  the 
conditions  of  it  were  notobfervcd.  Pauluk  their 
general,  and  the  chief  of  the  nation,  were  taken 
up  and  beheaded,  contrary  to  the  articles  agreecl 
upon.  Infl^ead  of  withdrawing  the  troops  that 
were  in  their  countrj',  additional  forces  were  fent 
thither  ;  and  in  a  diet  held  upon  this  occafion,  it 
was  decreed,  that  all  their  privileges  fhoiuld  be 
iuppreflTed  and  extinguiflied,  and  the  fort  of 
Tretimirow,  which  king  Stephen  had  given  them^ 
be  taken  from  them. 

Purfuant 
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Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  the  PoHfh  army 
marched  to  that  place,  with  a  defign  to  befiege  it ; 
but  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  vigorquily  rc- 
pulfed  them,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat.  Ye^  ^ 
without  any  defign  of  revolting  from  their  obe- 
dience to  the  king  of  Poland,  they  meant  only 
to  preferve  their  liberty  under  the  prote6tion  of 
the  prince  whom  their  anceftors  had  obeyed. 
Thus,  though  conquerors,  they  offered  to  fub- 
jnit,  provided  their  igiraunities  might  be  con- 
firmed to  them,  and  ppotefled,  that  upon  that, 
condition  they  would  never  fwerve  from  the  al- 
legiance they  had  fworn.  So  long  as  they  were  in 
arms,  atidthc  Poles  were -afraid  of  them,  the  latter 
fufFered  them  to  bp  quiet,  and  fed  them  with  tine 
promifes  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  returned  to 
their  own  houfes,  the  Polifti  lords  committed  a 
thoufand  qutrages  in  the  Ukraine,  fent  ^detach- 
ments thither  to  take  up  prifoners,  took  away  the 
Qreck  churches  fro^n  the  ColFacks,  which  they 
had. in  poflefHon,  and  by  their  injuries  drove  a 
warlike  nation  into  extremities,  which  they  ought 
rather  to  have  foothed  if  they  had  confidered  thp 
true  intereft  of  the  Republic. 

1648.  The  Coflacks  were  headed  by  a  brave 
general,  who  was  pufhed  on  by  a  thirft  of  re- 
venge for  the  injuries  hq  had  perlbnally  received. 
Bogdan  Kmielnilki  was  the  man  under  whofe 
condudl  they  afTerted  thcix  liberty,  after  having 
Ihaken  the  kingdom  of  Poland  to  its  very  foun- 
dations. He  was  originally  a  native  of  Lithua- 
nia, and  his  father  coming  torefide  in  the  Ukraine, 
he  was  carried  off  by  the  Tartars.  Redeemed  by 
his  mother,  he  returned  into  his  own  country, 
where  he  was  almoft  a  ftranger,  and  cultivated 
the  lands  which  his  fathLT  had  left  him  near 
Czchrin.     He  afterwards  added  a  piece  of  waftc 

ground 
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ground  to  his  paternal  eftate,  and  cleared  it  of 
the  bulhes  which  grew  upon  it.  This  inconfide- 
rable  circumftance  was,  notwithftanding,  the 
•  caufe  of  the  flame  which  fpread  itfelf  over  all 
Poland.  In  Ihort,  Czaplinlki  the  governor  of 
Czehrin  feizing  upon  the  wafte  ground  which 
Kmielnifki  had  appropriated  to  his  own  ufe,  the 
latter  complained  of  it  to  Ladiflaus,  who,  ad- 
judging  the  lands  to  the  Polifli  officer,  allowed 
the  Coffack  but  a  fmall  acknowledgment  for  the 
pains  he  had  been  at  in  cultivating  them.  Kmiel- 
nifki returned  home,  complained  of  the  unjuft 
judgment  which  had  been  given  againfl  him,  and 
behaved  fo  roughly  toward  the  king's  lieutenant, 
that  he  caufed  him  to  be  taken  up,  and  condemn- 
ed him  to  be  publicly  whipped.  Some  hiftorians 
add,  that  Czaplinlki  feizcd  upon  his  wife,  ravish- 
ed, and  then  caufed  both  her  and  her  fon  to  be 
flain.  However  this  be,  the  Coffack  left  Czehrin 
in  a  rage,  and  Iheltered  himfelf  m  the  iflands  of 
the  Borifthenes,  where  he  ftirred  up  the  whole 
nation  to  a  revolt,  and  placed  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  their  troops. 

Poland  was  in  this  fituation,  and  expofed  to 
the  dangers  of  a  bloody  war,  when,  as  a  finifli- 
ing  ftroke  to  its  misfortunes,  the  king  was  carried 
off  by  an  untimely  death.  Ladiflaus  VI.  died 
without  children  at  Merets  in  Lithuania  in  the 
fifty-third  year  of  his  age,  and  the  17th  of  his 


reign. 


Upon  his  death,  the  barrier  which  refl:raincd 
the  Coffacks  was  removed,  and  they  gave  a  loofe 
to  their  fury  during  the  interregnum.  Kmielnif- 
ki, that  plain  country  fellow,  Ihewed  a  prudence 
and  courage  capable  of  doing  honour  to  the 
greateft  generals.  He  had  Ikill  enough  to  con- 
quer tliat  inveterate  hatred  which  his  nation  bore 

toward 
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toward  the  Tartars,  and  made  a  treaty  with  thofe 
people,  who  had  ever  been  at  enmity  with  the 
Ukraine.  With  them  he  marched  againft  the  grand 

feneral  Potolki,  defeated  him  in  the  neighbour- 
ood  of  Korfun,  put  to  flight  a  fecond  army  of 
Poles  near  Conftantinow  in  Volhinia,  and  then 
overran  Podolia  and  Ruflia.  Leopold  efcaped 
being  plundered  by 'paying  a  fum  of  money  for 
its  ranfom.  All  the  gentlemen  who  fell  into 
their  hands  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  they  were 
the  happieft  who  efcaped  only  with  the  lofs  of 
their  eilates.  The  terror  of  their  arms  was  fo 
univerfal,  that  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  did 
not  think  itfelf  fecure,  and  the  regal  ornaments 
were  removed  thence,  that  they  might  be  pre- 
ferved  from  the  incuriions  of  the  rebels.  Their 
ravages  made  vail  foHtudes  of  the  provinces, 
which  were  formerly  fo  well  peopled  on  the  fide 
of  Mufcovy  and  Tartary,  and  which  remain  at 
this  day  almofl:  without  inhabitants. 

The  diet  aflemblcd  at  Warfaw  grew  very  much 
afraid  of  them ;  and  fome  of  the  lords,  either 
more  cowardly,  or  more  cautious  than  the  reft, 
propoied  the  tranflation  of  the  aflembly  to  Dant- 
zick.  Thefe  fears  were  not  ill-grounded ;  and 
had  it  not  been  for  a  happy  misfortune,  they 
would  doubtlcfs  have  been  obliged  to  yield  to 
thofe  fege  remonftrances.  In  Ihort,  Kmielnilki, 
making  the  beft  ufc  of  his  advantages,  and  ad- 
vancing as  far  as  Pilavi,  gained  another  vi6lory 
over  the  Poles,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  their 
camp,  where  he  found  a  booty  that  Was  valued 
at  fix  millions.  This  lofs  was  the  fafcty  of  Po- 
land. The  Tartars  came  in  with  all  the  hafte 
they  could,  in  expeftation  of  a  Ihare  in  the 
fpoils;  but  as  they  had  not  been  concerned  i^ 
fliaring  the  danger,  the  Coffacks  refufed  them 

their 
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their  portion  of  the  booty;  and  fearing  they 
Ihould  attempt  to  take  it  from  them  by  violence, 
they  r/ithdrew  into  the  Ukraine. 

The  diet  then  finding  themfelves  fecure  from 
danger,  entered  upon  meafures  to  arreft  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  rebels,  and  put  an  end  to  a  fatal  in- 
terregnum. Upon  the  firfl  head,  they  ordered 
freih  forees  to  be  levied ;  and  to  make  the  re- 
cruits more  eafy,'  the  clergy  contributed  one  half 
of  their  revenues.  As  to  the  election,  George 
Ragotfki,  prince  of  Tranfylvania,  appeai'ed  as  a 
candidate  at  the  head  of  30,000  men  to  ferve 
againft  the  Coflacks  in  cafe  be  was  chofen  ;  or  to 
join  with  them  if  his  offers  were  refufed.  The 
Czar  of  Mufcovy  ipoke  in  higher  terms,  and  re- 
folved  to  make  hirafelf  mailer  of  a  crown  by  open 
force,  wl)ich  he  ought  to  have  expected  from  the 
free  choice  of  the  nation.  But  the  Poles  ridi- 
culed the  menaces  of  thefe  two  pretenders,  and 
their  manner  of  making  theii:  claim  cut  them  off 
immediately  from  all  hope  of  fuccefs. 

John  Cafimir,  the  late  king's  brother,  had  the 
greateft  number  of  voices ;  but  Staniflaus  Zarem- 
ba  bifliop  of  Kiow,  whofe  ambition  flattered  him 
with  the  hopes  of  the  archbifliopric  of  Gnefna, 
raifcd  him  up  a  dangerous  competitor.  By  the 
advice  of  this  prelate,  Charles  Ferdinand  billiop 
of  Breilaw  and  Plotlko,  and  the  youngeft  fon  of 
Sigifmond  III.  formed  a  faction  in  oppofition  to 
that  of  John  Caliniir  his  brother.  He  was  at 
firft  fupported  by  Chriftina  queen  of  Sweden, 
who  folicited  in  his  favour,  and  ftrove  to  put  the 
crown  upon  liis  head,  for  this  only  reaibn,  be- 
caufe  he  was  incapable  of  bearing  it-  Chriftina's 
poHcy  made  her  afraid  of  having  too  able  a  prince 
for  her  neighbour. 

John 
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Johfa  Caiimir  had  been  a  Jefuit;  and  to  difen- 
gage  him  from  the  vows  he  had  made  in  that  fo- 
ciety,  the  Pope  had  given  him  a  cardinal's  cap- 
But  this  circumftance  had  nearly  excluded  him 
the  throne.  The  Jefuits,  out  of  zeal  againft  the 
Gofpellers,  had  raifed  great  commotions  in  the 
laft  reign,  and  the  hatred  which  fbme  of  the 
lords  bore  to  that  whole  body  fell  heayy  upon  a 
prince  who  had  once  been  a  member  of  it.  But 
v^hat  the  bifhop  of  Kiow,  and  the  Proteflants 
with  whom  he  joined^  judged  a  fufRcient  reafon 
for  his  cxciufion,  was  a  motive  which  engaged 
the  Roman  Catholics,  who  were  fully  aflured  of 
his  piety  and  religion,  to  adhere  the  more  firmly 
to  him,  and  to  urge  his  clcdlion  witli  the  greater 
zeal. 


SECT.     VIII. 


JOHN  CASIMIR. 


The  bifhop  of  Samogitia  fpoke  in  his  behalf 
with  fo  much  force,  and  removed  fo  completely 
all  the  fufpicions  of  partiality  which  the  vows  of 
Cafimir  had  occafioned,   that  he  overturned  at 
once  the  fadlion  of  Charles  Ferdinand,  and  in  an 
inftant  brought  them  over  to  his  brother's  fide. 
The  felicitations  of  the  pope's  nuncio  and  th^ 
ambaffador  of  France  fixed  the  greateft  part  of 
the  deputies.     And  ]afl:ly,  the  queen  of  Sweden, 
when  informed  of  the  engagements  which  the 
bilhop  of  Breflaw  had  made  with  the  Houfe  of 
Aufl:ria,  declared  againft  him.     His  competitor, 
therefore,  was  chofen  by  a  general  confent,  on 
the  20th  of  November,  and  crowned  the  17  th  of 
January  following, 

1649.  The 
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1649*  The  war  againfi  the  QolTackfl  was  by  no 
means  approved  of  by  the  new  king ;  and  if  he 
might  have  been  heard,  a  peace  would  have  been 
made>  and  the  fury  of  thofe  people  appeafed  by 
a  treaty.  But  the  whole  body  of  the  Polifh  no- 
bility were  of  a  different  opinion.  Some  of  them, 
through  motives  of  avarice,  and  the  hope  of 
bringing  the  peafants  into  fubjedtion,  and  others 
under  a  pretence  of  revenging  the  injuries  offered 
to  the  republic  by  the  infurreclion  of  thofe  rob- 
bers, infifled  upon  taking  the  field.  The  king, 
who  was  well  acquainted  with  the  true  interefts 
of  the  ftate,  was  inflexible  in  his  fentiments  ;  in- 
fbmuch  that  the  nobility,  with  a  precipitancy 
which  proved  fatal  to  them,  raifed  troops  them- 
felves  without  the  king's  confent,  and  marched 
into  the  Ukraine. 

Kmielniflci  had  forefeen  the  florm,  and  was 
prepared  againfl:  it.  Three  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  men  marched  under  his  flandard,  and 
the  Cham  hirafelf  v^as  come  in  perfon  to  his  af- 
fiftance.  What  couM  nine  thoufand  Poles  do 
againft  fo  formidable  an  army  ?  blocked  up  in 
Zbari-as,  they  defended  themfelves  there  with 
courage ;  and  if  they  had  met  with  rebels  only 
to  encounter,  they  might  have  made  them  give 
way.  But  their  provifions  fell  fhort;  and  the  fa- 
mine was  fo  great  among  them,  that  they  ate 
their  horfes  for  want  of  other  victuals.  In  this 
condition ,  ready  to  link  under  tlie  burden  of  fo 
many  misfortunes,  fatigued  with  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy,  prefled  with  hunger,  without  force, 
and  fupported  only  by  their  valour^^hey  implored 
the  afTiftance  of  their  king,  who,  though  he  dif- 
approved  of  their  proceeding,  yet  thought  himfclf 
obliged  to  fly  to  their  fuccour.  The  Cham  and  . 
Kmielnifki  marched  out  to  meet  him  with  1 10,000 

men. 
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men.    Caiimir  had  bnt  205O00 ;  but  then  ibtf 
were  tibe  braveft  ^irits  in  all  Poland. 

The  Tartan  attacked  hid  camp  iiear  Zborow 
to  no  purpoie  for  three  whole  dim  together* 
Their  lofles  made  them  tra^laUe;  and  fbme  o^^er- 
tures  were  offered  towards  an  accommodation*. 
The  king  promiied  to  paythe  C3iam  the  fubfidtes^ 
or  annud  penfions^  whKdi  formerly  were  gives 
to  him^  but  which  Ladiflaus  VI.  had  fiippieiied/ 
The  Coflacks  obtained  an  a&  of  indemnity^  and 
the  confirmation  of  their  privileges.  The  num^ 
ber  of  thebr  milkia  was  augmented,  and  the  fre^ 
exercife  of  the  religion  of  the  Greek  church  was 
allowed  tfiroi^Kout  all  the  Ukraine.  The  Cham'^ 
on  bis  fide,  fwore  to  keepa  watchful  ejre  on  the 
firon^rs  of  Poland,  and  to  defend  them  in  cafe 
of  neceffity ;  and  Kmiehufid  likewife  prooaafed 
tfa^  the  Coflacka  ihoidd  firmly  maintain  the  al-* 
kgiance  they  owed  to  the  republic. 

1651.  But  this  peace  was  not  of  long  conii«^ 
nuance*  The  peaiants^  who  did  not  make  pttt 
of  the  nulitia,  would  not  fiibmit  to  their  kn?ds, 
nor  allow  them  to  take  pofleffion  again  of  their 
efiates.  They  learned  befides,  that  their  general 
Kmielnifld  had  applied  to  the  fultan,  and  fought 
to  form  under  his  protedion  an  independent 
principality  in  the  Ukraine,  and  along  the  banks 
of  the  Boryfthenes. 

John  Cafimir,  upon  information  that  the  Coi^ 
facks,  whofe  cauib  he.  firft  thought  to  be  jufi, 
were  diipoied  to  revolt,  then  judged  that  the: 
whole  republic  was  interefied  in  the  war.  He 
therefore  raiied  ^  army  of  too,ooo  xtten,  and 
routed  at  once  300,000  Tartars  near  Bereteikow. 
Some  few  days  after  a  panic  feized  upon  the 
Cofiacks,  and  threw  them  into  di&>rder.  Bohua 
Kauelnifti's  lieutenant^  tnaaxinng  out  of  his 
.  M  camp 
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camp  with  a  detachment  of  the  ancient  militia, 
to  fall  upon  the  palatine  of  Braclaw,  who  ap- 
peared with  a  body  of  2000  men,  the  whole  of 
the  forces  were  thrown  into  a  confternation, 
tiiought  their  general  was  about  to  defert  them, 
and  took  to  flight  in  the  utmbft  confiifion. 

Ailoniihed  with  this  lofs,  the  Coflacks  defired 
a  peace,  and  it  was  granted.  Kmielnilki  like- 
wife  obtained  pardon  for  his  rebellion ;  but  the 
Z^porovian  militia  was  reduced  to  20,000  men. 
This  treaty  fubfifted  no  longer  than  till  the  per- 
tfidious  Coflack  thought  himfelf  in  a  condition  to 
break  it  with  fafety. 

In  fhort,  the  Mufcovites  feeing  the  Poles  en- 
gaged with  their  rebel  fubje<9:s,  and  embarrafled 
enough  with  repelling  their  attacks,  took  advan- 
tage of  that  troublefome  circumilance,  and  entered 
lithuania  on  the  fide  of  Smolenfko.  Kmielnifki 
immediately  detached  a  body  of  the  troops  under 
his  command,  with  orders  to  join  the  Ruffians, 
who  gained  from  thence  a  conliderable  benefit, 
while  another  body  of  CoflTacks  and  Tartars  ra- 
vaged Poland  on  the  oppofite  fide. 

1655.  Chrifl:ina  queen  of  Sweden,  daughter  of 
the  great  Gufl:avus,  had  abdicated  the  crown,  and 
placed  it  upon  the  head  of  her  coufin  Charles 
Gufiavus.  He  was  fcaroely  upon  the  throne  be- 
fore he  became  an  enemy  to  the  republic  of  Po- 
land, and  gave  the  finifhirig  flroke  to  the  miferies 
of  that  country,  already  torn  to  pieces  by  innu- 
merable armies  of  rebels  and  robbers.  Certain 
difcontented  lords  called  in  Charles  Guilavus  to 
fupport  their  fa^Sion,  and  kindled  a  flame  in  their 
country,  which  was  with  difficulty  prevented 
from  confuming  It.  In  vain  France  interpofed 
its  mediation  to  bring  matters  to  an  accommoda- 
tion; the  king  of  Sweden,  jealous  of  the  glory 

of 
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of  the  great  Guflavus,  and  defirous  to  efface  it^ 
if  poffible,  had  laid  a  fcheme  for  the  conqueft  of 
Poland,  and  found  pretences  enough  for  declar- 
ing war  againft  it. 

He  therefore  entered  the  kingdom,  and  was 
.  joined  by  the  malcontents,  .who  enlarged  his  ar- 
my already  made  up  of  excellent  foldicrs*  He 
prefently  became  mafter  of  Great  Poland,  and 
fubdued  all  Mafovia.  Cracow  was  befieged,  and 
made  but  a  weak  defence.  The  conqueror  en-' 
tered  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  and  compelled 
the  unfortunate  Cafimir,  who  was  without  troops, 
without  money,  and  dcfertcd  both  by  the  nobiKty 
and  army,  to  feek  an  afylum  in  Silefia.  Charles 
then  paiTed  into  Pruffia,  and  met  with  fo  little  op- 
polition,  that  hd  feemed  to  march  tlirough  an.  open 
country  already  fubje^l  to  his  dominion.  Dant- 
zick  alone,  encouraged  -by  the  livdy  exhortations 
of  fome  of  its  preadiers,  continued  faithful  to  ita 
Prince,  and  (hut  its  gates  againft  the  Swedes. 

The  other  towns,  animated  by  the  example  of 
Dantzick,  ftood  amazed  at  the  prodigious  fujcccfe 
of  the  Swedifh  arms,  and  at  feeing  themfclves  all 
at  once  fubjed^ed  to  a  foreign  yoke.  The  contri- 
bi^tions  exadled  by  Charles  Guftavus,  and  an  ex- 
orbitant tax  upon  every  chimney,  raifed  a  general 
revolt  in  a  nation  ever  averfe  to  tyranny  and 
bondage.  They  could  not  confent  to  become 
tributary  to  the  Swedes,  and  took  the  brave  and 
noble  refolution  of  Ihaking  off  their  chains. 
The  nobility  joined  together,  and  raifed  an 
army.  Cafimir  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  by 
his  prefence  excited  that  natural  aiFeftion  which 
the  Poles  bear  to  their  prince,  and  the  hatred 
which  always  follows  the  perfon  of  an  ufurper. 
In  this  firft  heat,  their  general  Czarnefki  fur- 
prized  the  Swedifh  troops  near  Jaroflaw,  defeated 
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ibaa,  and  bflcame  mafter  of  tl^ir  hngg^et 
they  wcfo  neict  driven  out  of  Warikw.  Fortunei 
iMigan  to  dedaxe  in  favour  of  an  unhappy  p^fiS^c^, 
tvhen  an  unlucky  accident  had  nearly  plunged 
them  again  ii^o  freih  misfortunes. 

Charles  Gufiavus  having  made  a  treaty  with 
die  marquis  of  Brandenbourg,  in  which  it  wa9 
ilipulatcd  that  the  eleiElor  Ihould  enjoy  an  abfo^ 
lute  power  in  Ducal  Frufiia,  his  fobjed^s  joinecf 
witib  their  new  ally^  and  the  Swedes,  ftrength^ned 
by  this  addit&nal  force,  marched  dtreAiy  to 
Warfaw  with  defign  to  recover  it.  The  rolea 
4idall  that  was  poffible  to  preferve  that  cityj 
^e  conteil  lafted  three  days^  and  the  bravery  of 
the  defenders  kept  the  vvStory  a  long  time  in  fufr 
penfe,  thou|;h  it  inclined  to  the  fide  of  Sweden^ 
CSuurles  earned  it  at  laft  i  and  the  ilaughter  waa 
the  more  dreadful,  as  the  conqueft  was  to  long 
difputed.  Warfiiw  became  the  prize  of  the 
victory. 

1037.  Another  enemy  appeared  about  the  fame 
time*  Ragotiki,  prince  of  Tranlilvania,  had 
long  meditated  revenge  jfbr  his  exclufion  from  the 
throne  upon  the  laft  eledion.  He  therefore  de* 
clared  for  the  Swedes,  and  flattered  himiclf^  that 
in  this  low  efiate  of  the  republic,  he  might  be 
able  to  dethrone  dafinur,  and  raife  himfelf  upon 
h\»  ruins.  Ragotiki  had  an  army  of  30,000 
men,  and  it  is  poifible  his  ambitious  proje6b 
might  have  fucceeded,  if  he  would  have  followed 
the  counfels  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  who  had 
advifed  him  to  enter  Pol^d  bv  the  palatinate  of 
Birietik,  orBreflici,  where  all  would  have  beeo 
iavourable  to  him^  and  wait  for  the  OHXiing  up 
Qf  the  Swedes.  But  Ragbtlki,  blinded  by  the 
promiies  of  Dabricius  an  aftrologer,  who  had 
flattertd  bim  with  the  hope  of  a  certain  conqueft, 
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thoaght  that  on  whatever  fide  he  ihotild  ehter 
Fbland,  he  fhoald  fiiil  be  Ti^korious. 

Eyeiy  thin^  feemed  ta  confpire  to  the  downfall 
of  this  republic,  which^  though  formerly  in  fo 
flouriihing  a  condition,  appeared  then  to  be  upon 
the  brink  of  ruin.  The  king  of  Sweden  nad 
fearce  any  thing  left  to  conquer,  Pruifia,  the 
greater  Poland,  Cracow,  War&w,  the  two  prin^ 
dpal  cities  of  the  ilate,  were  fubje  A  to  him.  The 
Muicovite  was  mafter  of  VHna,  and  almoft  all 
Lithuania;  and  though  he  indeed  opposed  thd 
Swedes  in  livonia,  vet  he  was  &l\\  an  enemy  to 
the  Poles,  and  fortined  himfelf  upon  their  froQ« 
tiers.  Ragotiki  attempted  to  raiie  himfelf  to  the 
throne  by  an  armed  force,  and  to  ravifh  from  the 
nation  the  liberty  they  had  always  claimed  of 
cfaufihs  tiirir  kings.  LafUy,  the  Tartars  and 
CoiTacks,  whole  i^vages  are  ever  attended  with 
the  moft  horrible  cruelties,  thofe  robbers  who 
carry  off  both  men  and  goods,  and  whole  foot* 
fieps  are  always  marked  with  traces  of  blood  and 
fire,  were  the  leaft  of  their  enemies. 

But  to  thefe  very  miieries  themfclves  it  was  that 
Poland  owed  its  prefervation  from  entire  ruin,  aS 
it9  calamities  raifed  them  up  avengers.  The 
whole  north  in  amaze  trembled  for  their  liberty, 
and  thought  they  had  feen  a  fecond  Guftavus 
Adolphus  in  Charles.  '  Denmark  was  the  firft 
that  appeared  to  oppote  the  progrefs  of  fo  fbrmi-* 
dable  a  power.  Mufcovy  joined  with  him ;  the 
Imperial  tfls  increafed  the  army  of  Lubormiiki, 
and  the  Dutch  fent  a  iquadron  into  the  Baltic  to 
preferve  Daiitzick. 

Ragotiki  was  prelently  put  out  of  a  condition 

of  figTiting.    The  Wallachians  and  Moldavians 

deierted  him  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the  fultan^ 

who  difapproved  of  this  enterprize  of  the  prince 
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of  Tranfilvania.  After  this  defertion,  it  was  eafy 
for  the  Poles  to  defeat  him.  He  was  beaten  near 
Sendomir,  where  he  attempted  to  pafs  the  Viftula, 
9iid  loft  in  his  march,  and -in  the- battle,  14,000. 
of  his  men, .  with  all  his  artillery.  They  then 
came  to  a  treaty,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  Rajgot- 
iki  ihould  alk  pardon  of  the  king  of  Poland, 
that  he  fhould  break  the  engagement  he  had 
made  with  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  furnifli  a 
certain  number  of  troops,  whenever  it  was  re- 
quired of  him.  But  this  defeat,  and  this  diflio- 
nourable  treaty,  were  not  the  end  of  his  misfor- 
•  tunes.  The  fultan,  enraged  that  he  ihould  enter 
Poland  againft  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  Porte, 
enjoined  the  Tranlilvanians  to  make  choice  of 
auother  vaivode.  In  vain  he  implored  the  fuc-^ 
cour  of  the  emperor ;  after  feveral  engagements 
with  his  competitors,  he  was  beaten  by  the 
Turks  near  Hermftad,  and  foon  after  died  of  his 
wounds, 

1658.  Charles  Guftavus  was  almoft  as  unfor- 
tunate. Frederic,  king  of  Denmark,  having 
declared  war  againft  him,  made  fo  powerful  a 
diverfion  in  favour  of  Poland,  that  he  obliged 
the  king  of  Sweden  to  drlift  from  his  prcjcdl  in 
order  to  defend  his  own  dominions.  Charles 
Guftavus  had  indeed  very  great  advantages  in  the 
beginning  of  this  war.  That  prince,  whcfc  cou- 
rage might  have  been  termed  raflmefs,  if  fuccels 
had  not  juftified  his  actions,  encountered  the 
depths  of  the  fea,  which  might  have  opened  un- 
der his  feet,  and  led  his  anny  acrofs  the  ice  into 
Zealand,  to  lay  ficge  to  Copenhagen.  Peace  was 
then  made  to  the  diladvantage  of  PVedcric;  but 
it  did  not  laft  long.  By  this  treaty  the  two  kings 
were  to  fliut  up  the  mouth  of  the  Baltic,  and  not 
to  fuffer  apy  foreign  veiFcls  to  pafs  through  it. 

The 
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The  king  of  Denmark,  at  the  folicitation  of  the 
Dutch,  who  promifed  him  a  powerful  affiftance, 
refufed  to  obferve  this  article ;  and  upon  this  pre- 
text the  war  was  renewed. 

1659.  The  Dutch  kept  their  word  with  Frede- 
ric, and  thofe  two  powers  united  together  at  laflr-- 
humbled  the  pride  of  the  haughty  Charles  Gufta- 
vus.  The  Dutch  fleet  beat  admiral  Wrsmgel  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Sound,  who  prefumed  not  any  . 
longer  to  keep  the  fea,  but  retired  into  his  ports. 
The  Swedes  at  laft,  after  having  been  repulfed 
before  Copenhagen,  were  defeated  in  the  ifle  of 
t'unen,  and  obliged  to  fue  for  peace.  This  was 
a  finifhing  liroke  to  the  king  of  Sweden.      He, 

who  till  then  had  been  a  conqueror,  and  given  ^  ' 

laws  to  all  his  neighbours,  and  was  now  con- 
quered and  obliged  to  receive  it  from  them,  could 
not  furvive  the  defeat.  The  ficknefs  of  which 
he  died,  was  imputed  to  the  vexation  which  this 
turn  of  fortune  had  given  him.  He  was  the  ri- 
val of  the  great  Guftavus,  but  lefe  fortunate, 
though  poflefled  perhaps  of  equal  courage  and 
ability. 

1660,  John  Call mir  in  the  mean  time  had  re- 
covered almoft  all  the  places  which  Charles  Guf- 
tavus had  taken  from  him.  Cracow  and  its 
citadel  were  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  their 
natural  prince  in  1657.  Soon  after,  the  eledlor 
of  Brandenbourg  had  joined  with. his  neighbours, 
and  concluded  a  league,  offensive  and  defenfive, 
againil  the  Swedes  liis  foniier  allies.  Laftly, 
Thorn  and  the  greateft  part  of  Pruffia  had  ihook 
off  the  yoke :  and  a  treaty  concluded  this  year 
with  Sweden,  had  put  Cafimir  again  into  poflef- 
lion  of  all  the  reft..     Charles  XI.   the  fon  and 

• '  focceflbr  of  Charles  Guftavus,  gave  back  all  the 

conquefts  his  father  had  made ;  and  Calimir,  on 
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his  fide,  renounced  all  daim  to  the  crown  of 
Sweden.  However  well  grounded  his  preteniions 
were,  they  weie  become  ufelefs ;  and  by  parting 
with  nothing  real,  he  gained  a  fubilantial  be-» 
nefit 

As  ibon  as  the  Poles  were  freed  from  any  ap* 
prehenfion  of  the  Swediih  arms,  they  thought  of 
revenging  the  injuries  they  had  fufTered  from  the 
Mi^covites.  Czamefki  and  Sapieha  cut  off  z6,ooq 
of  them  not  far  from  Polaniki.  Ten  thoufand 
more  perilhed  in  the  plains  of  Glembokisf,  which 
were  left  upon  the  field  of  battle.  Giiimir  then 
be^eged  Vilna,  the  capital  of  Lithuania,  which 
the  Ruffians  had  conquered.  The  city  was  eafily 
carried,  but  the  cafUe  made  a  flout  refiflance. 

This  fiege  was  equally  fatal  to  Cafimir  and  the 
Poles,  by  the  divifion  which  arofe  between  the 
ling  and  his  fubjedls.  A  part  of  the  army  re-^ 
volted,  and  chofe  prince  JLubormifki  for  their 
general.  Thefe  mifunderflandings  delayed  the 
attacks,  and  made  thevfiege  longer  and  more 
bloody.  Peace  was  not  made  with  the  czar  till 
fbme  years  afterJ 

1655.  The  diviiions  which  had  lately  broken 
out,  were  carried  to  fuch  extremities,  that  the 
republic  foon  faw  two  oppofite  parties  within  its 
own  bofom  ready  to  rend  it  in  pieces.  Cafimir 
raifed  troops;  and  the  rebels  and  Lubormiiki 
armed  on  their  fide.  The  Poles  were  upon  the 
point  of  poming  to  blows,  when  the  principal 
neads  of  the  revolting  party,  repenting  of  what 
they  had  done,  threw  themlelves  at  the  king*s 
feet,  and  befought  his  pardon ;  but  thefe  fubmif- 
fions  were  not  nncerel  The  nobilitj'  forgot  the 
reCfcA  they  owed  to  the  facred  perfon  of  the 
prince  who  governed  them ;  and  Cafimir,  unable 
t9  fupport  the  weight  of  fo  many  cores,  and  jia- 

turally 
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turatly  Inclkied  to  repoft,  abdicated  the  crown  in 
the  diet  of  Wariaw^  and  retired  the  next  year 
into  France,  where  king  Lewis  Xl  V.  gare  him  the 
abbey  of  St.  Germain  des  Pres.  He  died  at  Re- 
vers  in  1672. 

166S.  This  prince,  who  was  mild,  affable,  and 
polite,  but  irrefolute  in  his  defigns,  fearful,  and 
almoft  confiantly  unfortunate,   li^ed  to  fee  his 
neighbours  in  arms,  and  his  fubjedks  in  rebellion 
againft  him.     When  Charles  Gufiavus  entered 
Poland,  John  Calimir  fled  into  Silefia.    His  cha- 
racter was  ihewn  ftill  more  in  the  revolt  of  Lu- 
bormifkt      It  is  always  a  reproach  upon  a  prince 
to  rcfign  a  crown,  unJefs  tm  abdication   appear 
to  be  altogether  voluntary.    To  pafs  a  right  judg- 
ment upon  this  fa6t,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  attend 
to  the  fentiments  which  the  Poles  exprefled  at  the 
time.  "  Why,"  faid  Cafimir  Zawardlki,  the  ilaroft 
of  Culm,  in  his  Secret  Hiftory,   "  Why  did  John 
^*  Caiimir  renounce  the  fceptre,  which  he  had  bc- 
*'  fore  fi>  eamcilly  fought  "after  ?  Poland  ftood  in 
'^  amaze. at  the  yiew  of  fuch  aHep  as  feemed  to 
**  point  out  the  funeral  of  its  liberties.      It  ap- 
**  peared  as  if  the  king  had  forefeen  the  fall  of 
'*  the  Polifh  empire,  and  retired  left  he  ihould  be 
^^  overwhelmed  in  its  ruins.     This  diihonourable 
"  apprelieniion  was  urged  as  the  caufe  of  his  re- 
^^  treat.     He  was  in  a  condition  to  fupport  tho 
/'  cares  of  the  government,  as  he  was  ftill  icnfi*- 
^^  ble  of  plcafures.     It  feemed  as  if  he  looked 
^^  upon  his  fubjedb  as  his  enemies,  and  that  ho 
•*  fled  like  a  conquered  prince,  driven  out  of  his 
^*  dominions.*' 

The  turbulent  reign  of  John  Cafinjiir  was 
marked  by  the  introduction  of  the  Liberum  Veto^ 
9r  the  power  which  each  nuntio  claims  and  excr- 
cifesot  interpoflng  a  negative^  and  in  confequence 

of 
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of  that  interpofition  of  breaking  up  the  diet ;  a 
privilege  which  the  foverei^n  himfelf  does  not  pof- 
fefs,  and  which  has  contributed,  more  than  any- 
other  innovation,  to  deflroy  the  true  balance  of 
the  PoHfli  conftitution.  But  the  king  was  ftill  the 
fountain  of  honour:  he  conferred  the  principal 
dignities  and  great  offices  of  the  republic ;  and  be- 
llowed the  ftarofties,  or  royal  fiefs,  which  are 
held  during  the  life-time  of  the  pofleiTor.  Hence 
he  ftill  maintained  great  influence  in  the  councils 
of  the  nation. 


SECT.    IX. 
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The  abdication  of  Cafimir  producing  an  inter- 
ifegnum,  the  nobility  took  up  arms,  and  came  by 
iquadrons  into  the  field  of  election.  But  this  prc- 
caution^  which  they  had  ufed  only  to  prevent  ca- 
balling, had  very  nearly  been  i'atal  to  them  ;  for^ 
borne  away  by  the  impetuous  caprice  of  different 
factions,  they  rofe  againft  the  fenate,  and  were 
feento  turn  thofe  very  arms  againft  the  princi])al 
lords,  which  they  had  taken  up  to  defend  the  li- 
berty of  their  fuffrages. 

1669.  Staniflaus  Prafinoulki,  arclibiflinp  of 
Gnefna,  and  primate,  fixed  the  opening  of  the 

feneral  diet  to  the  fecond  of  May.  The  great 
uke  of  Mufcovy  firft  demanilcd  the  crown  for 
his  eldeft  fon.  An  army  of  80,000  men  waited 
for  the  anfwcr  of  the  Pok!S  upon  tlic  frontiers,  and 
were  ready  to  fall  upon  them  if  they  did  not  cleft 
the  Prince  of  Ruflia.  In  cafe  of  his  clcc^Tion,  the 
czar  promifed  to  rcfiore  Kiow  and  all  the  other 
towns  he  had  conquered ;  to  maintain  au  army 

•         of 
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of  20,000  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  rcpubKc,  aii4 
to  pay  ten  millions  into  the  treafury.  Thcfe  fine 
promifes  however  had  little  effeft  upon  the  Poles; 
the  menaces  which  accompanied  them  made  a 
greater  impreffion.  As  they  were  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  refift,  they  had  recourfe  to  diffimula- 
tion.  Pac,  high  chancellor  of  Lithuania,  aiTured 
the  czar  of  the  good  will  and  inclination  of  the 
Pples  toward  the  prince  his  fbn,  and  gave  him 
hopes  that  he  would  be  cledled,  provided  he  could 
refolve  to  renounce  the  Greek  church. 
,,  The  czar,  more  guided  by  his  ambition,  than 
influenced  by  his  religion^  foon  removed  that  ob- 
ilacle,  and  the  Mufcovite  bifliops  declared,  that 
as  the  intention  of  the  candidate  in  contending 
for  the  crown  of  Poland  was  only  that  he  might 
be  able  to  ftrike  a  greater  terror  into  the  common 
enemy  of  all  Chriflendom,  he  might  lawfully 
conform  to  the  Latin  church. 
,  Thus  the  Poles,  in  apprehenfion  of  a  rupture 
which  might  have  been  -  of  bad  confcquence  to 
them,  ftrove  to  gain  time,  and  tiUured  the  czar 
with  fpecious  promifes  without  meaning  to  keep 
any  of  them. 

The  prince  of  Condc,  the  duke  of  Newburg, 
and  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  alfo  appeared 
upon  the  liil,  and  each  of  thefe  had  his  fadion. 
Oborfki  ftaroft  of  Warfaw  fupportcd  the  interefi: 
of  the  prim  e  of  Condc,  and  his  faction  flattered 
themfclves  they  fhould  carry  it  before  all  the  reft* 
But  on  tlic  28th  of  May,  the  ftandard-bearer  of 
the  palatinate  of  Sendomir,  of  the  fadion  of  the 
Piafls,  having  obtained  leave  to  fpeak,  broke  out 
into  a  fevcre  inve^iive  againft  Oborlki,  and 
cliarged  him  with  betraying  the  liberty  of  the  na- 
tion, and  felling  his  voice.  They  even  produced 
Jeitcrs,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  on  the  twenty^ 

fifth 
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fifth  of  the  fame  months  the  primate  and  twelve 
lords,  whom  they  called  the  vile  (laves  of  the 
French  ambition^  had  held  a  private  meeting  in 
favour  of  the  prince  ^  Condc,  and  that  the  fe- 
nate  meant  to  carry  the  dedlion,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  gentlemen  of  an  inferior  rank. 

Upon  reading  thefe  letters,  the  whole  afiembly 
broke  into  a  rage ;  they  raifed  their  iabres,  and 
with  threatening  voices  demanded  the  trial  of 
Oborlki.  That  lord  in  nnlpeakablc  fright,  turned 
pale,  and  attempted  to  make  his  efcape;  but 
they  kept  him  there  by  fbree^  and  obliged  him  to 
fwear  that  he  would  no  longer  adhere  to  the  par-* 
ty  of  the  French  prince,  but  declare  that  he 
looked  upon  him  as  incapable  of  wearing  thp ' 
crown. 

Some  few  days  after,  the  nobility  required  the 
primate  to  pronounce  the  exchilion  of  the  prince 
of  Condc.  The  whole  fenate  was  in  a  conifer^ 
nation  at  fuch  a  propofal.  But  the .  primate 
thought  to  elude  it,  by  faying,  that  if  the  nobi- 
lity expcdled  a  deciiion  of  the  whole  fenate,  they 
muft  be  called  together;  but  if  they  aiked  only 
fi>r  his  particular  declaration,  he  was  ready  ta 
confent  to  the  ele£iion  of  any  perfon  who  fhould 
have  the  fuffrages  of  the  whole  nation.  The  hi- 
fhop  of  Warmia,  the  palatines  of  Kit/w,  Culm» 
and  Pomerania  appeared  to  be  of  the  lame  ieuti* 
ments  with  the  primate,  and  the  grand  mar(hal 
of  the  crown  faid  aloud,  That  if  tlie  nobility 
took  upon  them  to  profcribe  fo  tumultuoufly  a. 
candidate  of  fa  high  a  chara6ler^  he  would  quit 
his  pofi:  and  retire. 

The  reiblution  of  thefe  lords  ^id  not  appeafe 
the  tumult:  the  primate,  forced  by  the  erica 
and  menaces  of  the  meaner  gentlcmcq,  wly^i 
were  mod  of  them  pcrions  of  no  diftindtion,  but 

jealous 
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Jealous  of  their  privileges,  and  capable  of  ddend* 
ing  them  by  violence,  faid  at  laft,  I  exehde  him . 
ib^fh  fince  thiy  will  have  itfo.  Compelled  to  quit 
the  party  of  the  prince  of  Conde,  but  preferving 
Hill  a  ftrong  inclination  towards  him,  he  could 
not  pronounce  his  name  in  that  fatal  judgmentt 
Thus  were  all  the  hopes  of  the  FVench  prince  cuf 
off  at  once,  and  no  one  durfl  afterwahk  attempt 
to  urge  any  thing  in'  his  favour. 

The  diet,  growing  more  calm,  then  gave  au-* 
di^ice  to  the  emperor's  ambafiador.  This  mi* 
liifter  fpoke  in  behalf  of  Philip  William  duke  of 
Newburg,  and  defired  the  Poles  to  fhew  a  proper 
regard  to  the  merit  of  that  prince.  The  envoy  of 
the  marquis  of  Brandcnbourg  joined  with  him, 
and  the  king  of  England  wrote  likewiie  to  tho 
l^public  in  his  favour.  As  to  the  candidate  him- 
ielf,  he  made  prodigious  promiies;  but  it  wa8 
thought  he  neither  could^  nor  even  defigned  to 
perform  them.  Beiide,  though  his  merit  wa» 
great,  he  was  a  Grerman,  and  of  a  nation  by  no 
means  agreeable  to  the  Poles ;  and  the  emperor's 
rec(munendation  was  rather  diiferviceable  than 
beneficial  to  him.  It  is  likewiie  laid,  that  though 
the  imperial  minifler  propofed  him  as  a  candidate, 
and  publicly  efpoufed  his  intereft,  yet  he  privately 
recommended  Charles  of  Lorraine. 

The  xAd  duke  exhaufted  bis  treafures,  and  be«* 
flowed  them  very  profufely  among  the  avaricious 
Poles.  They  fed  him  witn  fair  promifes,  and  fo 
long  as  his  money  lailed,  his  cabal  was  conii4e-  - 
derable,  and  had  even  the  upper  hand  of  the 
duke  of  Newburg's;  but  when  that  fburce  was 
drained,  his  party  funk,  and  gave  way  to  the 
faction  of  the  Piafts. 

The  nobility,  impatient  at  the  length  of  tho 
^diet,  and  fufpeding  the  fcnatc,  murmured  in  every 

quarter. 
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quarter.  The  principal-  lords  narrowly  efcaped 
being  torn  to  pieces  by  the  rage  of  the  multitude^ 
The  fpldiers,  who  guarded  the  doors  of  the  Kola^ 
difcharged  their  mufquet^  into  the  place  of  clec- 
lion,  and  the  Ihot  fell  among  the  bilhops  and 
palatines.  To  avoid  the  danger,  fome  hid  them-" 
fclres  under  their  feats,  and  others  betook  thcm- 
felves  to  flight.  The  bifhop  of  Plotlko,  Lee- 
ziniki,  and  the  caflellan  of  Pofnania^  got  off 
with  difficulty :  two  other  lords  were  flain ;  a  - 
third  was  Ihot  through  the  hand.  The  feditiou9 
followed  after  thofe  who  left  the  Kola^  and 
ireated  them  very  roughly:  the  whole  fenatd 
was  difperfed,  and  in  the  utmoft  danger. 

Opalinlki  palatine  of  Kalifch  at  length  appcsicA 
this  diforder.  Having  called  the  gentlemen  toge- 
ther, he  addrefled  them  to  this  effe<ft :  "  To  what 
^  end,"  faid  he,  "  Ihould  we  thus  aflault  each 
**  other  for  princes  with  whom  we  are  fo  little 
•'  acquainted  ?  After  they  are  chofen,  will  they 
•*  think  themfelves  obliged  to  us  for  our  fuffVages, 
*^  or  take  any  notice  of  thofe  whofe  voices  have 
^  raifed  them  to  the  throne  ?  Let  us  rather  conli- 
**  der  Our  true  intereft,  and,  without  devouring 
*^  one  another,  let  us  chufe  from  among  our- 
^*  felves  a  man  worthy  to  command  over  the 
*'  whole  nation.  Have  we  no  members  of  the 
^  republic  who  are  capable  of  governing  it  ?  Or 
^  can  we,  without  difhonour,  feek  for  kings 
^  amongft  foreigners,  as  if  we  dould  find  none 
^  deferving  among  ourfelves  ?" 

Thofe  who  had  a  mind  to  get  all  they  could 
before  they  proceeded  to  an  election,  oppofed 
Opalinlki.  Among  others,  the  palatinate  of  Po- 
dolia  demanded,  that  they  fhould  firft  provide  for 
the  fecurity  of  Kaminiec ;  but  their  remonftrantes 
were  not  regarded.     One  and  twenty  palatinates 

declare4 
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declared  for  a  Piaft,  and  nominated  fome  few 
days  after  Michael  Coribut  WiesnowiskIi. 
The  grc^ft  oppofition  was  from  the  Lithuanians^ 
who  had  no  Ihare  in  that  choice;  but  the  blood 
of  one  of  their  deputies,  who  was  cut  to  pieces 
before  their  eyes,  impofcfd  lilence  upon  the  reft, 
and  all  concurred  to  the  proclamation  of  the 
prince  eleAed. 


SECT.     X. 


MICHAEL. 


WiESNOWiSKi  was  fcarcely  known  before  his 
promotion.  His  father  had  loft  600,000  livrcs  a 
year  in  the  war  witli  the  Coflacks,  and  the  fen 
had  long  fubfifted  upon  the  liberality  of  the  late 
king.  He  was  indeed  of  the  family  of  Jaghellon, 
and  ^efcendcd  from  Coribut  the  brother  of  that 
prince ;  but  he  had  done  nothing  anfwerable  to 
bis  high  birth.  Upon  the  news  of  his  eleftion, 
he  protefted  that  he  tad  not  abilities  to  bear  the 
burden  they  had  laid  upon  him,  and  did  all  he 
could  to  decline  it ;  commendable  in  this,  that 
he  was  acquainted  with  his  own  weaknefs,  and 
made  no  fcruple  to  avow  it.  If  he  was  furprifed 
at  his  advancement  to  the  throne,  the  Poles  were 
foon  no  lefe  aftonilhed  to  lee  themfelves  governed 
by  fuch  a  prince;  nor  could  they  conceive  how  it 
was  they  came  to  cleft  him.  The  republic  was 
never  reduced  fo  nearly  to  the  brink  of  abfolute 
ruin  as  under  his  adminifl  ration,  and  they  more 
than  once  talked  of  depofing  him. 

The  cz^r  of  Mufcovy,  in  refentment  of  his 
fon's  difappointment,  now  revived  the  rage  of  the 
Cofiacks.     Dorozenlki,  their  new  general,  was 

of 
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of  hiniielf  fofficiently  inclined  to  war,  and  hoped 
to  fona  a  principality  ibr  himielf  by  means  c^ 
theiie  troubles.  He  therefore  took  a  journey  to 
Conflantinofde,  offered  the  Ukraine  to  the  fultan,. 
and  promifcd  to  introduce  Turkifh  garrifons  into 
the  urongeft  places  of  the  povinces^  provided  he 
woukl  confer  the  principality  of  it  upon  him,  and 
fupport  him  againft  the  arms  of  Poland.  His  of- 
fers were  accepted,  and  the  .bafha  Kioprili  gave 
orders  to  the  Tartars  to  join  with  the  Coflackai 
and  begin  their  rarages,  which  are  the  ufual  fore^ 
runners  of  the  Ottoman  armies. 

They  advanced  the  next  year  towaj-d  Podolia, 
and  laid  iiege  to  Kaminiec,  the  ible  place  belongs 
ing^  to  Poland  in  that  quarter  Jhat  was  confi-* 
deral!>le  for  its  fortifications ;  and  the  Infidels  made 
themfelves  mailers  of  it  in  nine  days.  This  con* 
quefl  threw  the  whole  kingdom  into  a  confier* 
nation.  The  country  was.  open,  and  without 
defence,  and  the  enemy  might  march  unobffandled 
to  the  centre.  Wiefiiowifki,  to  get  rid  of  them^ 
gave  up  Podotia  to  the  Coflacks,  and  promiied 
to  pay  the  fultan  a  tribute  of  22,000  ducats. 

Tills  ihameful  treaty,  however,  was  not  ob- 
ferved.  John  Sobieiki,  the  grand  marfhal  of  the 
crown,  ibon  revenged  his  country,  and  brought 
down  the  pride  of  the  infidels.  The  baiha  Huf- 
fein  was  intrenched  nearChoczim,  and  threatened 
the  kingdom  with  an  immediate  invafion.  He 
had  already  prepared  chains,  for  the  Poles,  and 
propoied  to  fix  the  Ottoman  fiandards  upon  the 
walls  of  Cracow  before  the  end  of  the  campaign; 
but  finding  that  the  hoipodar  or  vaivode  of 
Moldavia  had  not  joined  him  with  as  many 
troops,  or  as  good  as  he  expected,  he  broke  out 
into  a  pafiion,  abufed  him  bitterly,  and  at  laft 
llruck  him  upon  the  head  with  an  ax,    and 
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wounded  him.  The  Moldavian,  enraged  at  this 
ajffront,  drew  over  the  vaivode  of  Wallachia  to 
engage  in  his  quarrel,  and  thefe  two  princes 
agreed  to  revenge  themfelves  by  treachery,  and 
informed  Sobi?lki  how  they  were  difpofed. 

The  Polifh  general  prefented  himfelf  before  the 
Tnrkiih  camp,  and  was  admitted. into  it  by  the 
two  vaivodes,  who  joined  with  him.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  their  defertion,  the  Infidels  maintained 
the  fight  for  four  hours.  At  lafl:  they  were  forced 
to  yield,  and  of  the  35 >ooo  men,  which  com-* 
poled  their  army,  fcarcely  1506  were  left  alive. 
Yet  all  the  benefit  that  was  reaped  firom  this  vio 
tor}%  was  the  conqueft  of  Chomsim.  The  Poles, 
loaded  with  an  immenfe  booty,  were  defirous  to 
fecure  it,  and  retired  for  fear  of  lofing  it.  They 
might  indeed  have  recovered  Kaminiec,  or  fallen 
upon  the  baiha  Kaplam  with  advantage,  who 
was  with  the  Afiatic  troops  under  the  cannon  of 
Czezowa ;  but  the  Chriftian  army  neglefted  to 
makq  a  proper  ufe  of  that  fortunate  circumitance, 
and  difbandcdj  notwithftanding  all  the  orders  and 
care  of  the  general  to  the  contrary.  King  Michael 
Wicfnowilki  died  on  the  lame  day  this  battle  waa 
fonglit,  not  much  regretted  by  his  fubjefts. 

167.?.  The  death  of  Michael  revived  the  hope» 
of  moft  of  the  candidates  who  had  already  flood 
at  the  time  of  his  eledioni  and  gave  place  to 
fome  other  pretenfions.  The  diet  began  on  the 
aoth  of  April,  and  the  competitors  were^  the  great 
duke  of  Mufcovy,  the  elector  of  Brandenbourg, 
the  prince  of  Tranfilvania,  prince  George  of  Den- 
mark, the  duke  of  Newburg,  and  prince  Charles 
of  Lorrain  ;  and  lafl:  of  all,  Sobieiki  appeared  in 
favour  of  a  prince  of  France,  whofe  name  was 
kept  a  fecret.  All  thefe  pretenders  were  receivedji 
and  their  propofals  heard. 

N  Tha 
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The  czar,  notwithflanding  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his 
former  attempts,  offered  the  Poles  his  fecond  fon,  a 
youth  of  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  years  of  age. 
His  demand  was  exprefled  in  humbler  terms  than 
at  the  preceding  diet;  and  if  he-promifed  lefs, 
bis  menaces  were  fewer  alfo.  But  no  farther  re- 
gard was  paid  to  them  than  might  reafonably  be 
cxpe6):ed  from  good  manners,  and  the  apprchen- 
fion  of  difobliging  fo  powerftil  a  neighbour. 

The  eledlor  of  Brandenbourg  propofed  the 
ele6loral  prince  his  fon,  afnd  promifed  that  he 
ihould  embrace  the  Romilh  religion,  in  cafe  he 
was  chofen:  but  his  party  was  fmall.  As  he  was 
a  German  by  nation,  he  was  not  beloved ;  and 
as  a  pf oteilant  by  religion,  it  was  apprehended  that 
a  converiion  for  the  fake  of  a  crown  might  not  be 
iincere ;  and  fuch  a  prince  might  prove  dangerous. 
The  eleAor  foon  perceived  how  the  Poles  Hood  af- 
fedVed  toward  his  fon,  and  declined  the  conteft. 

Michael  Abaffi  vaivode  of  Tranlilvania,  befides 
fifteen  millions,  offered  to  unite  his  principality 
to  the  crown,  and  to  maintain  an  army  of  fifteen 
thoufand  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  republic 
while  at  war  with  the  Turk :  but  thele  offers 
were  beyond  the  power  of  the  Tranfilvanian^  and 
impofiible  ever  to  be  executed. 

Prince  George  of  Denmark  was  fupported  by  the 
king  his  brother,  who  offered  three  millions,  and 
the  maintenance  of  fix  thoufand  horfe.  He  was 
oppofed  by  Sweden,  which  a^Ved  fo  powerfully 
againfl  him,  that  his  faftion,  which  was  always 
inconfiderable,  was  fbon  lofl  in  the  refl. 

The  mofl  mighty  of  the  competitors  were,  the 
duke  of  Newburg,  and  Charles  of  Lorrain.  The 
firfl  of  thefe  princes  folicited  for  his  eldeft  fon, 
-and  offered  at  the  fame  time  a  king  to  Poland, 
and  an  hufband  to  the  queen,  the  widow  of  Mi- 
ciiael  Coribut  Wicfnowiiki.  The  Poles  w^ere  in- 
clined 
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clined  toward  him ;  but  he  found  a  powerful 
adv^rfary  in  tlie  prince  of  Lorrain.  The  queen 
was  in  love  with  Charles,  and  pawned  her  very 
jewels  to  buy  hiih  votes.  Pac  the  chancellor  of 
Lithuania,  and  all  the  deputies  of  the  duchy, 
were  devoted  to  him ;  befides,  the  perfonal  merit 
of  the  prince  of  Lorrain  had  gained  him  a  grcBt 
number  of  followers.  He  advanced  as  far  as  Si- 
lelia  to  encourage  his  fadlion,  and  fuccour  them 
in  cafe  of  need. 

John  Sobielki  grand  marihal  of  the  crown, 
had  declared,  as  already  obferved,  for  a  prince  of 
France.  Crowned  with  the  laurels  he  had  lately^ 
gained  in  the  battle  of  Choczim,  and  beloved  by 
the  army,  he  had  power  and  credit  enough  to 
create  a  king,  without  nominatilig  the  candidate 
whole  intereft  he  efpoufed ;  he  only  gave  the 
characSer  and  defcription  of  him,  and  under  tlie 
borrowed  lines  of  the  pretends.  J  prince  for  whom 
he  folicited,  he  evidently  drew  his  own  pi6lure. 
He  publicly  alked  for  a  prince  of  the  blood  of 
France,  while  in  very  deed  he  intended  no  le6 
than  to  let  the  crown  upon  his  own  head. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fadlions  of  Newburg 
and  Lorrain,  promoted  By  different  interefls,  gave 
caufe  to  apprehend  a  double  eleAion.  The  fe- 
nate,  devoted  to  the  German  prince,  diipatched 
the  bifhop  of  Cracow  and  fome  other  prelates  to 
the  queen,  to  engage  her  to  forget  the  prince  of 
Lorrain,  and  to  offer  her  the  crown,  and  the 
prince. of  Newburg  for  a  hufband.  But  the 
queen  continued  inflexible,  and,  remaining  con- 
ftant  to  her  lover,  took  upon  herfelf  to  make 
him  a  king.  The  Lithuanians  fwore  to  be  faith- 
ful to  him,  and  to  die  rather  than  defert  his 
party.  The  Poles,  on  the  other  hand,  provoked 
at  the  princefs's  refufal,  grew  more  fixed  in  their 
refolution ;  and  the  more  confiancy  they  &w  in 
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the  oppofite  £Ei<S):ion,  the  more  firmly  they  ad* 
hered  to  their  own  candidate. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  and  under  the  ap- 
preheniion  of  an  enfuing  difpute,  Sobiefki  fct  his 
friends  to  work.  He  had  privately  carried  on  his 
defign,  that  he  might  be  out  of  the  reach  of  envy, 
and  did  not  lay  open  .his  purpofe,  till  he  faw 
the  difcovery  was  likely  to  be  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs.  The  palatine  of  Ruflia  addrcfled  the  eflem- 
bly  to  this  purpofe :  *'  The  republic,"  faid  he, 
^*  is  in  extreme  danger,  and  threatened  with  all 
ff  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war ;  and  yet  what  are 
"  tlie  obje<3:s  of  fo  fatal  a  divifion  ?  the  queen, 
"  on  the  one  fide,  devoted  to  Charles  of  Lor- 
*'  rain,  does  not  approve  the  prince  of  Newburg 
*^  for  a  huiband ;  and  thus  the  caprice  of  a  wo- 
^*-man  is  to  fet  usin  arms  one  againft  another. 
"  On  the  other  hand,  we  arc  divided  in  the  caufe 
"  of  a  German,  whofe  country  alone  fliould  be  a 
*^  fufficient  motive  for  our  refufing  liim.  Thus 
**  we  facrifice  ourfelvcs  fpr  a  ilraugcr,  and  one 
^^  who  is  little  known  to  us,  Let  us  ccafc  then 
^*  thefe  divifions,  which  are  founded  on  fuch  fri- 
^*  volous  caufes,  and  yet  muft  prove  fo  fatal  in 
"  their  confequences.  Let  us  fct  afide  both  the 
^^  competitors,  who  are  no  otherwife  considerable 
"  than  by  the  cabals  they  have  found  means  to 
^  form;  and  let  the  true  intercfl:  of  thp  kingdom 
^'  influence  and  direft  our  fuffrages,  What  kind 
**  of  a  head  docs  the  republic  ftgnd  in  need  of? 
^*  an  hero,  who  has  courage  enough  to  conquer, 
*'  and  wifdom  to  govern  ys  in  peace.  And  .vhy 
*^  ihould  we  fcek  for  him  out  of  Poland  ?  We 
"  have  axiiong  qurfelv^  that  great  man  who  de- 
*'  fervcs  to  command  us.  You  all  knqw  him, 
"  and  hayp  oft  admired  his  courage  and  prudence, 
f'  His  viAories,  and  his  virtues,  point  him  out  to 
^*  .YQU  plainly  enough.    The  conquered  Turks, 

"  an4 
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'^  ftnd  the  Coflacks  brought  under  fubjeflion, 
"  folicit  you  in  his  favour.  The  fecurity  of 
"  your  frontiers  againft  the  invafions  of  your 
"  enemies;  the  tranquillity  enjoyed  in  the  ^hea^t 
**  of  your  kingdom ;  the  conqucft  of  Choic^iin; 
*^  — thefe  are  claims,  which  ihould  carry  yout 
^  voices.  You  fee  by  thefe  circumftances  that  I 
*'  propofe  Sobielki.  Befide  his  great  virtues,  you 
**  owe  a  recompence  to  his  ferviccs.  After  hav- 
*^  ihg  faved  the  ftate,  can  you  refufe  hijn  the 
"  government  of  it  ?'* 

Upon  naming  this  candidate^  thofe  who  were 
before  prepared,  rofe  up,  and  gave  him  their  fuf- 
frages  aloud.  The  palatinates  of  Ruffiai  declared 
for  him,  and  were  followed  by  that  of  Cracow. 
The  reft  of  Poland  was  drawn  after  them,  and 
cither  through  fear,  inclination,  or  example,  al- 
moft  all  the  aftembly  in  an  inftant  nominated  the 
grand  marihal  to  the  throne. 

The  Xithuanians  oppofed  this  choice,  arid  en- 
tered their  proteftations.  Certain  fenatoriP  were 
dilpatched  to  bring  them  back  to  the  Kola;  and 
their  reraonftrances  ib  far  prevailed,  that  the  next 
morning  the  diflentients  joined  the  body  of  the 
nation,  and  the  proclamation  was  made  in  their 
pretence  with  an  unanimous  confent. 

It  is  faid,  that  M.  de  Fourbin  de  Janfon,  then 
bifhop  of  Marfeilles,  and  ambaftador  of  France 
in  Poland,  had  a  great  Ihare  in  the  advance- 
ment of  Sobiefki.  His  inftru6lions  were,  to  ex- 
clude the  prince  of  Lqrrain,  with  whom  France 
had  great  reafon  to  be  diffatisfied.  This  minifter 
firft  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  prince  of  New- 
burg  ;  but  finding  that  he  was  no  more  likely  to 
fucceed  than  his  competitor,  the  fagacious  prelate 
privately  joined  himfelf  to  the  party  of  Sobielki, 
who  for  the  reward  of  his  fervices  procured  him 
the  cardinal's  cap. 

'       N  3  SECT- 
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SECT.    XL 

JOHN    HI. ^SOBIESKI. 

This  prince  owed  his  fortune  folely  to  his  me- 
rit. He  was  a  native  of  the  province  of  Ruffia* 
His  father  was  James  Sobielki  caftellan  of  Cra-^ 
cow,  apd  his  mother  a  daughter  of  Staniflaus 
Zolkienlki  grand  general  of  Poland.  His  con- 
du6l  auid  courage  raifed  him  to  the  higheft  dig- 
nities in  the -^republic.  In  1665  he  was  made 
general,  and  the  year  following  high  fteward  of 
the  houfehold,  and  palatine  of  the  kingdom. 
He  beat  the  Coflacks ;  took  lixty  of  their  towns 
in  6ne  campaign,  and  then  drove  them  out  of 
the  palatinate  of  Bradaw  into  the  Lower  Podolia* 
After  the  lofe  of  Kaminiec,  he  put  a  ftop  to  the 
farther  progrcfs  of  the  Turks,  and  the  conqueft 
of  Choczim  gave  the  finiihing  hand  to  his  glory.. 
King  Michael  died  in  that  circumftance.  So-%^ 
bieiki  did  not  prefiime  to  declare  his  preteniions ; 
but  under  the  ihew  of  an  imaginary  candidate,  he 
artfully  formed  his  own  faction,  took  a  proper  time? 
to  make  his defigns  known,  and  afcended  the  throne 
he  had  lately  prcfcrved,  and  which,  it  may  be, 
none  but  himfelf  was  capable  of  defending. 

1674.  The  Turks  again  took  the  field  before* 
tihie  Poliih  army  could  be  got  togctlicr.  Choczin% 
furrendered  after  a  fiege  of  eight  days,  and  Dif- 
|un  was  taken  at  difcretion.  The  grand  vizir 
dienlaid  fiege  to  Human^  which  held  out  for 
fifteen  days.  The  place  was  reduced  to  the  laft 
extremities,  and,  not  finding  any  hopes  of  fiic- 
cour  at  hand,  entered  upon  a  capitulation ;  when 
two  mines  having  blown  up  a  baftion,  opened 
fo  confiderable  a  breach,  that  the  Infidels  enteied 
th?  town  before  the  treaty  was  figned.    They  ex- 

pofed 
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pofed  it  to  plunder^  and  put  the  garriibti  to  Hxi 
fword. 

After  thefe  exploits,  Kioprili  advanced  towards 
Kaminiec,  ruined  all  the  neighbouring  pofts 
which  might  be  of  fervice  to  the  Poles  in  the 
fiege  of  that  city,  and  then  giving  orders  to  the 
cham  of  Tartary  to  oppofe  Sobielki  in  the  beft 
manner  he  coulcl,  whole  army  was  beginning  to 
be  formed,  he  fent  part  of  his  own  into  wintei^ 
quarters,  and  the  reft  he  difpatclied  into  Alia,  to 
ferve  againft  the  fophi  of  Perfia,  who  threatened 
Biibylon. 

The  Polilh  armies  were  almoft  wholly  made 
up  of  gentlemen  not  fubjedl  to  •  difcipline, 
who  generally  negle6led  the  orders  of  their 
prince,  and  did  not  ajSemble  at  the  time  fixed  by 
his  decrees.  Thus,  thoXigh  Sobiefki  was  very 
deiirous  of  engaging  with  the  Turks,  and  op- 
poling  their  progrefs,  he  was  not  able  to  take 
the  field  till  toward  November,  bv  which  time 
they  liad  already  compaffed  all  they  intended. 
As  he  could  not  therefore  join  the  Infidels,  he 
marched  into  the  Ukraine,  at  th^  head  of  30,000 
men.  The  capital  of  that  province  fiirrendered 
to  him,  after  having  flood  out  feven  and  twenty 
years.  Rafcow,  and  mofl:  of  the  towns  inhabited 
by  the  Coflacks,  either  opened  their  gates  to  hinli 
or  were  carried  by  affault ;  infomuch  that  Doro* 
zeniki  had  but  two  places  left  him  of  any  confix 
deration.  The  fatigues  of  the  campaign  led  the 
army  of  Lithuania,  under  the  cominaiid  of  gene- 
ral Pac,  to  a  revolt,  and  a  great  number  of  the 
Poles  followed  the  example,  and  deferted  their 
king. 

1675.  If  Sobielki  had  riot  been  matter  of  the 
moft  fingular  patience  and  courage,  Poland  muft 
now  have  been  utterly  loft.      The  Infidels,   in- 
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formed  that  the  pofpolite  *  was  difperfed,  and 
that  the  king  had  not  above  four  or  five  thoufand 
men  in  hisi  retinue,  came,  into  the  field  early  in 
the  ijpring,  and  laid  fiege  to  Zbarras,  which  would 
open  them  a  way  into  Ruffia,  from  whence  they 
might  eafily  march  to  the  veiy  gates  of  the  ca- 
pital of  the  kingdom.  After  fome  refillance, 
5,000  peafants,  who  were  blocked  up  ra Zbarras, 
revolted  againft  Defauteuls,  a  French  gentleman 
who  was  governor  of  the  place,  and  threw  him 
over  the  walls.  The  balha  Ibrahim  punifhed 
them  for  this  treachery,  though  it  was  advan^ 
tageous  to  him.  He  cut  off  the  heads  of  the 
principal  perfons  concerned,  and  condemned  the 
reft  to  the  gallies.  The  conqueror  then  fent  out 
large  parties  to  infult  the  little  army  of  Sobieiki, 
which  was  pofted  under  the  cannon  of  Leopold. 
But  thefe  kept  their  ground,  and  repullcd  tlic 
affailants  fo  vigoroufly,  that  the  Ottoman  general 
did  not  think  proper  to  engage  in  an  a6):ion. 
Overtures  were  then  made  towards  a  peace.  The 
Turks,  elate  with  their  fuccefs,  demanded  that 
Podolia  fhould  be  given  up  to  them,  that  they 
ihould  be  reimburfed  the  expences  of  die  war, 
and  that  the  Ukraine  fhould  be  given  to  Doro- 
zenlki,  who  ihould  poilefs  it  as  a  feudatory  of 
the  Porte.  But  weak  as  the  army  x)f  Sobiefki 
was,  he  refufed  his  confent  to  fo  difhonoiu^ble  a 
treaty^  and  the  war  was  continued  to  the  next 
year, 

1676.  To  juflify  the  refafal  of  the  accommo- 
dation, he  did  all  he  could  to  re-unite  the  Poles, 
and  with  great  difficulty  formed  an  army  capable 
ef  keeping  the  field.  The  Turks  laid  fiege  to 
WoinaC      He  marched    againft    tbem^     and 
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obliged  them  to  raife  the  fiege.  He  then  in- 
trenched  himfelf  upon  the  banks  of  the  Niefler ; 
and  thither  the  Infidels,  whole  forces  were  far 
fuperior  to  his,  came  up  to  attack  him.  But  all 
their  efforts  proved  unfuccefsfuL  Sobieiki,  fe- 
cure  of  his  own  courage  and  the  refolution  of  his 
troops,  marched  even  out  af  hi§  entrenchments 
to  difpufe  a  poll  with  the  enemy,  of  which  they 
had  a  mind  to  make  themfelves  matters,,  and 
from  whence  they  might  have  incommoded  hitft 
in  his  camp.  Tncy  fought  till  night  came  on, 
on  the  24th  of  September,  and  the  Chriftian 
army  had  all  the  advantage.  The  four  following 
days  weredilHnguifhed  by  as  many  engagements, 
in  which  the  Turks  were  always  worlted.  At 
la  ft,  on  the  9th  of  October,  Ibrahim,  balha,  and 
the  cham  of  Tartary,  refolving  upcn  a  laft  effort, 
marched  with  their  whole  united  force  againfl  the 
Polifh  camp\  They  made  their  attack  with 
bravery  and  refolution;  but  being  repulfed  in 
every  quarter,  and  aftonifhed  at  the  number  of 
the  flain,  they  retreated,  and  both  parties  then 
came  to  an  accommodation.  Peace  was  con- 
cluded upon  the  15th  of  the  fame  month  at 
Zarawnow,  on  the  banks  of  the  Niefler,  on  the 
following  conditions:  that  the  difhonourable 
jtreaty  made  by  king  Michael  Wiefnowifki  fhould 
be  difannulled ;  that  the  Poles  fhould  continue 
in  pofTefiion  of  that  part  of  the  Ukraine  which 
lay  on  this  fide  the  Niefler ;  that  Comirera,  and 
the  territories  appertaining  to  the  general  of  the 
CofTacks,  who  had  lately  put  themfelves  under 
the  protedlioH  of  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  ihoqldi 
belong  to  the  Turks ;  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  fhould  be  preferv^  in  thofe  countries ; 
that  the  Infidels  fhould  give  back  all  their  other 
conqwAs,  except  Kaminiec  and  it^  dependencies; 

and 
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and  that  they  Ihould  defend  Poland  againft  all 
its  enemies. 

Under  the  circumftances  in  which  he  then  was, 
at  a  time  when  the  nobility  could  Icarce  be 
brouglit  to  a<S  for  the  good  ot  the  republic,  So- 
biefki  could  not  obtain  more  advantageous  con- 
ditions. They  appeared  however  fo  exorbitant, 
to  the  grand  fignior,  that  he  refufed  for  fome 
time  to  ratify  them ;  and  did  not  comply  at  laft, 
till  his  grand  vizir  Kioprili  reprefented  to  him, 
that  Poland  would  be  invincible  fo  long  as  the 
arm  and  fortune  of  Sobielki  could  fight  for  it. 

Hungary  had  for  fome  years  laft  paft  been  the 
feat  of  moft  violent  commotions.  The  emperor 
had  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  principal  cities  of 
the  kingdom,  had  garrifoned  them  with  German 
ibidiers,  and  attempted  to  make  that  crown  here- 
ditary. Count  Nadafti,  provoked  at  his  being 
refiifcd  the  palatinate  of  the  kingdom,  and  count 
de  Serim,  difcontented  with  not  obtaining  the 
government  of  Carleftadt,  had  fecretly  implored 
the  affifiance  of  the  Porte,  and  offered  to  make 
Hungary,  Croatia,  and  Stiria  tributary  to  the 
Turks,  if  they  would  lend  a  helping  hand  toward 
putting  them  into  their  poffeflion.  The  grand 
vizir,  who  had  the  conqueft  of  Candia  from  the 
Venetians  at  that  time  in  his  thoughts,  did  not 
accept  of  their  offers,  though  at  another  thne 
itficy  would  have  been  favourably  received ;  fa 
that  the  malcontents,  defpairing  of  any  affifiance 
froin  Turkey,  and  finding  themfelves  too  weak 
fo  engage  in  an  open  revolt,  had  recourfo  ta 
other  methods.  Nadafli  invited  Leopold,  the 
emprefs,  and  the  princefles,  to  an  entertainment 
he  was  to  give  in  one  of  his  territories,  and  pre- 
pared a  poilbned  difh  for  the  emperor.  Nadrili*^ 
wife,  to  wliom  fhe  traitor  had  difcoveied  his  de-^ 
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fign,  was  ftruck  with  fo  much  horror,  that  flic 
caufed  the  fatal  difh  to  be  taken  away,  and  ano— 
tlier  like  it  to  be  ferved  up  in  its  room.  Nadafti 
not  obferving  the  elFeds  he  expedled  from  the 
poifon,  charged  it  upon  his  wife,  who  reiadily 
owned  what  Ihe  had  done.  The  barbarous  wretch 
punifhcd  her  for  it  in  the  moft  cruel  manner  ima- 
ginable, and  forced  her  to  die  by  the  fame  kind 
of  death,  from  which  flie  iiad  preferved  the 
emperor. . 

In  the  mean  time,  the  confpirators  ufed  their 
utmofl  endeavours  to  debauch  the  nobility.     Ra^ 
gotlki,    Tattembach,    Frangipani,    and    feveral 
gentlemen  of  dillindlion,  were  drawn  into  the 
plot,  which  was  foon  after  difcovered.      Count. 
Tattembach  was  betrayed  by  his  valet  de  chambre, 
who  fei\t  to  the  court  of  Vienna  the  original  of 
the  treaty  he  had  made  with  the  count  de  Serim. 
An  intercepted  letter  completed  the  difcovery  of 
this  dreadful  confpiiacy.      Serim   and    Francis 
Chriftophcr  Frangipani  liis  brother-in-law    were 
feized  upon  in  a  little  place  of  Croatia,    when 
they  lead  expe^fted  it,'  and  where  their  refiftance 
would  have  been  inefFedlual;  they   furrendered 
thcmfelves  quietly,   upon   tlie    aflurances     that, 
prince  Lobkowitz,  his  imperial  majefly's  firft  mi- 
iiifter,  gave  them,  that  he  would  procure  their 
pardon*     Nadafti  was  taken  up  at  the  fame  time, 
and  all  the  three  lords  were  beheaded- 

Leopold  then  flattered  himfelf  that  he  could 
difpofe  of  Hungary  as  an  hereditary  country,  and 
thought  he  might  do  as  he  pleafed,  while  he  faw 
nothing  capable  of  oppoling  his  defigns.  He 
Hippreiled  the  dignity  of  palatine,  created  a  vice- 
roy removeablc  at  pleafure,  whofe  power  w^  en- 
tirely dependent  upon  the  imperial  court,  and 
confifcated  the  rqbck  eftates.      Some  time  after^ 

he 
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he  crciSed  a  fovcreign  court  of  juftice  for  all  aff 
feirs  in  the  kingdom,  from  which  there  was  na 
:vppeal.  The  Proteftants,  whofe  privileges  were' 
reftrained  by  the  claims  of  this  new  jurifiJicftion, 
and  in  general,  the  whole  body  of  the  nation, 
wholly  turned  their  minds,  at  this  time,  towarcJ 
Ihaking  off  the  chains  which  the  Imperialills  at- 
tempted to  put  upon  them. 

Thefe  troubles  were  farther  increafed  upon  the 
death  of  prince  Francis  Ragotlki,  who  had  been 
forced  to  make  a  ceflion  of  the  counties  of  Zatk- 
mar  and  Zembolifch  to  tire  emperor.  The 
Tranfilvatijatis  demanded  back  that  principality ; 
and  Leopold  refufing  "to  reftore  it,  the  two  par- 
ties prepared  for  war;  but  war  was  carried  flowly 
on  till  the  Turks  engaged  thcmfelves  in  it. 

In  1677,  count  de  Bohun,  at  the  head  of  6,000 
Poles,  who,  after  the  treaty  of  Zurawnow  akt^ady 
mentioned,  having  no  emplo)Tnent,  had  marched 
into  Hungary,  beat  general  Smith,  and  joined 
the  rebels  commanded  by  Weftini.  The  famous 
Tekeli,  who  prevailed  upon  the-  Turks  and  fo' 
many  other  enemies  to  arm  againft  the  houfe  oF 
Auflria,  came  up  likewife  with  his  troops-  tb  in- 
creafe  the  army  of  the  malcontents,  which  then/ 
conlifled  of  1 8^000  men.  Soon  after,  tins  lord; 
was  declared  general  inftead  of  Weffini. 

When  the  emperor  law  that  the  ftbrm  grew 
more  confiderable,  he-endeavoured  toprevent  it r 
and  in  the  diet  of  Odemburg,  he  granted  the 
Proteftants  the  churches  they  had  built,  gave^ 
them  leave  to  build  three  more  in  the  Upper 
Hungary,  and  reftored  the  office  of  palatine  of 
tlie  kingdom' ;  but  thefe  favours  were  out  of  fea- 
Ibn.  Tekeli^ refiifed' to  fubfcribe  to  this  accom- 
modation^  kno^wing  that  he  ftiould  foon  be 
ai^ftied  by  the  Tranfilvanians^  Turks^  and  Tai^ 
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taTS.  Declaring  himfelf  tlie  avenger  of  the  blood 
of  count  Serim,  he  married  the  princefs,  who 
was  widow  to  Ragotlki,  and  by  that  means  be- 
came  poflcflbr  of  the  fort  of  Mongate.  He  foon 
after  t/)ok  the  town  and  caftle  of  Caflbvia.  Lengch, 
Spit,  Eperies,  Tokai,  and  Tiilek  opened  their  gates 
to  him,  and  the  lultan  declared  him  prince  of 
Hungary. 

Though  the  Turks  had  not  yet  openly  declared 
for  war,  they  had  notwithftanding  furniihcd  Te- 
keli  with  fuccours,  and  the  bafha  of  Varadin  was 
concerned  in  the  taking  of  miec.  At  laff, 
on  the  2d  of  January,  the  fatal  horfe-tails,  the 
ufual  enligns  of  an  enfuing  war,  were  feen  upom 
the  gates  of  the  feraglio  of  Adrianople;  and 
the  whole  Ottoman  empire  was  in  motion,  to 
carry  fire  and  fword  into  the  bofom  of  Auftria.  ' 
To  refill:  this  formidable  enemyj  the  emperor 
Leopold  Ignatius  had,  the  year  before,  implored 
the  aflillance  of  the  pope  and  all  Chrifi;ian  princes, 
and  particularly  fought  the  alliance  of  the  king 
of  Poland^  that  prince  fo  terrible  to  the  Infidels, 
who,  with  an  handful  of  foldiers,  had  decked 
the  progrcfs  of  the  mofl:  numerous  of  the  Otto^ 
man  armies. 

Sobicfki  had  for  fome  years  been  tafting  the 
bleflings  of  peace,  and  quietly  enjoying  the  fruit 
of  his  labour,  by  means  of  the'  advantageous 
treaties  he  had  made  with  the  Porte.  Befide  this, 
he  was  no  friend  to  the  Houfe  of  Aufl:ria,  nor  to 
Leopold  in  particular,  who  had  refufed  him  af- 
fi  fiance,  when  Poland,  prefled  by  the  armj  of 
the  Infidels,  was  within  a  moment  of  becoming 
their  prey.  Thefc  motives  for  fome  time  diverted 
Sobielki  from  the  alliance  that  was  offered  him ; 
but  the  courts  of  Rome  and  Vienna  made  fuch 
powerful  applications,  tliat  at  laft  they  prevailed 

on 
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on  the  king  to  join  his  arms  with  the  iio- 
perialifls  againfi:  the  common  enemy  of  Chril- 
tendom. 

Louifa  de  la  Grange  d'Arquien,  queen  of 
Poland,  a  French  Lady  by  birth, '  fought  to  form 
an  alliance  with  the  Houfe  of  Aulbria,  which 
might  contribute  to  the  advancement  of  her 
family.  Leopold^  who  was  acquainted  with 
the  fentiments  of  this  princefs,  was  beforehand 
with  her,  flattered  her  ambition^  and  made  her 
very  large  promifes.  Tl^ey  fed  her  with  hopes, 
that  if  fhe  could  engage  the  king  her  hulband  to 
ijgn  a  treaty  againft  the  Turk,  they  would  give 
her  fon  the  arch-duchefs  to  wife,  and  that  with 
the  ajBiftance  of  the  emperor,  flie  might  be  able 
to  fet  the  crown  of  Poland  upon  the  "head  of  tliat 
young  prince  after  his  father's  death.  Innocent 
XI.  promifed  him  his  protcc^Hon  and  interefl,  and 
undertook  to  })rocure  prince  James  to  be  nomi- 
nated his  father's  fucceffor  in  a  general  diet. 
Upon  tliefe  pronriifes  Ihe  folicited  Sobielki,  and 
caiily  gained  him  over  to  her  views.  In  the 
mean  time  a  great  number  of  Polilh  lords  in  the 
diet  oppofed  the  violation  of  the  treaties  fubfifting 
with  the  Porte,  and  the  entering  into  the  new 
league  which  was  then  prdpoled;  but  .the  queen's 
party  managed  fo  dexteroully,  and  reprefented  in 
fuch  lively  cx)lours  the  danger  to  which  all  Chrif- 
tendom  was  about  to  be  expofed,  that  they  carried 
it  for  an  alliance  with  the  emperor. 

This  important  treaty  was  concluded  on  the 
3ifl:  of  Marcli  1683.  ^^^  terms  were.  That  the 
emperor  Ihould  have  40,000  men  in  the  field, 
and  !2o,ooo  in  garrifon ;  that  Sobielki  Ihould  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  which  was  to 
march  againft  the  Turks  5  that  they  Ihould  fall 
upon  .Tckcli  with  6000  men,   while  the  reft  . 

4  ihould 
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ihpuld  make  thcmfelvcs  mafters  of  Podolia  and 
the  Ukraine,  and  drive  the  Infidels  thence.  By 
a  fccond  treaty  the  king  engaged  to  march  to  the 
relief  of  Vienna,  in  cafe  that  city  was  befiegcd, 
as  the  great  prepar^itions  of  the  enemy  gave  caufe 
lo  apprehend  it  would  be. 

As  foon  as  the  king  had  figned  thefe  treaties, 
he  took  pains  to  make  good  what  lie  ha^ 
done.  He  was  generally  thought  to  be  inclined 
to  avarice ;  and  indeed  the  delire  of  rai/ing  his 
family  might  perhaps  lead  him  to  too  ilrid:  an 
oeconomy,  and  the  heaping  up  of  ixnmcnfc 
riches;  but  in  the  prefcnt  circumilances,  it 
fceqied  as  if  he  had  fpared,  only  to  lay  out  lus 
treafures  to  advantage  upon. a  proper  occafion. 
He  opened  his  coffers  to  raife  troops,  and  drew 
over  fcveral  officers  of  diftincSiion  to  ferve  under 
him;  he  formed  regiments  of  Coflacks,  and  ' 
maintained  fpies  at  his  own  expence  in  Tranfyl- 
vania  and  Hungary.  He  even  found  means  to 
'  draw  over  Tekeli  and  Abaffi  from  the  Turkift 
party;  and  while  thofe  two  princes  appeared  to 
be  engaged  with  the  Infidels,  they  aclually  held 
a  private  correfpondence  with  Sobiefki. 

Kara  Muflapha  the  grand  vizir  foon  appeared 
^t  the  head  of  a6,ooo  men.  Upon  his  approach 
the  duke  of  Lorrain,  who  was  gcncraliifimo  of 
the  imperial  army,  and  had  laid  fiege  to  Neuhau- 
fel  upon  the  Ncyera,  retreated  into  the  Schut,  an 
ifland  formed  by  the  Danube,  and  famous  for  the 
fort  of  KomoiTc,  raifed  upon  a  point  of  land  on 
the  fide  of  Gran ;  but  Vienna,  in  a  conftcrna- 
tion,  calling  him  to  her  relief,  lie  led  his  army 
up  to  tlie  walls  of  the  city.  The  grand  vizir  tar- 
ried fome  few  days  before  Rab,  or  Javaria,  which  , 
he  cauled  to  be  befieged ;  but  foon  abandoning 
that  enterprizc,  he  marched  .up  the  Danube,  and 

iu 


XgZ  HISTORY   OF    POLAND, 

in  the  month  of  July  came  within  fight  of  the 
capital  of  Auftria. 

The  news  of  the  Injfidels  approach,   and  the 
view  of  the  fires  the  Tartars  had  kindled  on  both 
fides  the  river,  threw  the  emperor  into  the  great- 
eft  confiemation.      He  quitted  his  palace  with 
precipitation,  without  carrjring  off  with  him  ei- 
ther furniture,  money,  or  jewels.     Moll  of  the 
lords  followed  him  without  equipages  i  and  they 
narrowly  efiaped  being  feized  by  the  Tartars  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Lintz.     The  emperor  not 
thinking  himfclf  ftill  fecure,   though  arrived  in 
that  place,  rcfolvcd  to  go  a  great  way  farther  yet 
into  Germany.     His  fecond  flight  was  as  precipi- 
tate as  the  former,  and  attended  with  a  circum- 
fi:ance  more  deplorable.     The  emprefs,  who  was 
in  the  fixth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  the  ladies, 
and  the  whole  court,   without  lodging,  fire,  or 
provifions,  were  obliged  to  pafs  a  whole  night 
in  a  foreft,  where,  with  much   difficulty,    they 
procured  a  trufs  of  flraw  to  lay  the  emprefs  upon„ 
whofe  confternation  was  fo  great  as  to  induce 
fome  of  the  pains  fymptomatic  of  parhirition.    At 
lafl:,*  Leopold  arriving  at  Paflaw,  refled  awhile, 
and  waited  for  the  event  of  the  fiege  of  Vienna. 

The  trenches  were  opened  on  the  14th  oC 
July.  Bcfide  the  Hungarians,  Tranfilvanians, 
Tartars,  and  the  troops  which  guarded  tlic 
bridges  of  Rab,  the  Turks  alone  made  a  body 
of  150,000  men,  who  took  tp  a  tradl  of  git)und 
proportionable  to  their  numbers.  The  grand  vi- 
zir's quarter  was  upon  the  little  rifing  hills  which 
furround  the  palace.  Gold  and  jewels  made,  on 
every  fide,  a  moll  iplendid  ftiew  in  the  midft  of 
mortars  and  cannon.  All  the  terrors  of  war  were 
intermixed  with  the  pride  and  pomp  of  luxury, 
and  no  prince  in  Europe  could  appear  more  glo- 
lious,  or  more  terrible, 

On 


HISTORY   OP   POtAlfl)«  J  9^ 

On  the  other  fide,  the  city  beiieged  was  very 
weak  in  feveral  places,  and  the  counterfcarp  in 
bad  condition.  The  point  of  attack  was  flanked 
with  two  fmall  baAions,  and  fortified  by  a  tav^^ 
lin,  which  covered  the  curtain.  The  rampart  lay 
clofe  to  the  houfes,  and^ound  was  wanting  to 
make  a  proper  retreat ;  to  that  if  the  firft  pofts 
•  had  been  carried,  it  would  have  been  impoluble 
to  have  held  out  much  longer.  But  there  were 
proviiions  in  Vienna,  and  anununition  in  abun- 
dance. There  was  alfo  a  fufficient  artillery,  ma- 
naged by  Ikilful  engineers ;  and  the  garrifon  were 
aflijfted  by  a  confiderable  number  of  citizens^ 
who  feemed  refolved  to  lave  their  country,  or 
perifh  in  its  ruins.  The  duke  of  Lorrain  took 
nis  pofl  a  fmall  diftance  off  on  the  lef^  fide  of  the 
Danube,  as  well  to  encourage  the  befieged,  a^  to 
be  in  readinefs  to  receive  the  fuccours  which 
ihould  arrive. 

The  fiege  was  not  carried  on  with  thafr  vigour 
which  the  Turks  ufually  Ihew  upon  fuch  occa« 
fions.  The  firfi:  night  they  carried  their  trenches 
within  60  foot  of  the  fofle ;  but  they  fcarce  made 
any  farther  advancement.  A  battery  of  70  pieces 
of  cannon  was  not  able  in  fix  weeks  time  to  break 
down  one  fingle  pan  of  the  ravelin.  Theif  mines 
were  all  countermined:  not  one  of  them  fuc- 
ceeded ;  and  their  whole  ordnance,  through  want 
of  proper  managers,  became  inefFe6lual.  'Tis 
faid,  indeed,  that  Mufiapha  prolonged  the  fiege 
with  defign ;  and  that  to  prelerve  the  plunder  he 
expe6ted  to  meet  with,  he  was  afraid  of  carrying 
the  place  by  aflault. 

While  he  lay  before  Vienna,  Tekcli  was  bufy 
in  Hungary.  The  town  of  Prcfbourg  having  put 
itfelf  under  his  protedtion,  the  Hungari&n  pnnce, 
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fupported  by  a  body  of  16,000  Turks,  marched 
to  attack  the  citadel.  The  duke  of  Lorrain,  in- 
formed of  Jtiis  motions,  hazarded  all  to  prevent 
them.  He  quitted  his  poft,  entered  the  caflle  of 
Prelbourg,  and  drove  out  the  garrifon  which  was 
in  the  town.  Tekeli  was  polled  within  a  quarter 
of  a  league  of  them;  and  it  was  judged  proper 
to  fall  upon  him.  Lubormifki,  at  the  head  of 
s^>5<><^*  put  him  to  flight,  flew  800  of  his 
men,  ami  obliged  the  refl:  to  retreat  towards 
Tymaw. 

The  duke  of  Lorrain,  having  repaffcd  the  Da- 
nube, was  preparing  to  throw  a  bridge  over  it 
jieaS:  Tala,  while  Count  Tekeli,  by  the  orders  of 
the  grand  vizir,  entered  Auftria.  The  duke,  in- 
formed of  the  enemies  march,  went  to  meet  them, 
and  came  up  with  them  not  far  from  Pifemberg. 
The  enemy  were  pofted  upon  a  riflng  ground, 
from  whence  two  battalions  fell  fo  fiercely 
upon  the  Chriftian  troops,  that  thev  repulfed  the 
iPoles,  and  overthrew  all  that  ilooa  in  their  way; 
but  the  duke's  dragoons  put  a  flop  to  their  fury, 
and  charged  them  fo  refolutely,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  return  to  the  main  body  of  their  army, 
which  was  immediately  dilperfed ;  fomc  of  them 
fled  toward  la  Mark,  and  the  reft  toward  the 
bridges  of  Vienna. 

Sobiefki  in  the  mean  time,  prefixed  by  the  re- 
Mated  letters  of  lL.eopold,  marched  with  20,000 
Poles  to  the  fuccour  of  the  place ;  and  joining 
the  duke  of  Lorrain  near  Ollcrbrun,  crofled  the 
Danube  at  Tala,  over  a  bridge  which  they  had 
built,  led  his  army  through  Ae  narrow  pafTages 
which  the  enemy  might  eafily  have  guarded,  and 
feized  upon  the  mountains  which  furround  Vi- 
€nna>  and  the  caflle  of  Glarembcrg,  which  com- 
mands 
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aoAiais  the  whole  country.  The  march  ptdred 
ibrtuhate,  and  the  fuccefe  of  it  gave  Sohieiki  to 
tmderftand  that  he  had  to  do  with  dn  enemy,  wM 
Was  cither  without  experience,  or  tbo  full  of  pre^  ' 
fiunption.  The  Chriftian  anny  encamped,  oil 
the  I  ith  of  September,  on  the  tops  of  the  lAoun'' 
tains  juf^  mentioned,  and  their  generals  gare  theuk 
jreft  for  one  ,whole  day^  that  they  might  be  fitter 
£(X  adlion  on  the  next.  The  engagement  begail 
by  break  of  day  on  the  fide  of  Clarcmberg.  The 
different  pofts  feized  by  the  Infidels  were  covered 
with  inundations;  but  notwithflanding  this  ad* 
Vantage  they  were  driven  from  them,  and  hf 
tioon  Sobiiilki  was  mafier  of  all   the    higher 

gound,  and  prepared  to  &11,  with  a  body  oi 
ufTars,  upon  the  cjuarteirs  of  th^  grand  vixir. 

While  the  Chrifhan  troops  were  thus  bravelv 
engaged,  Mufiapha,  making  a  jeft  of  their  a^^ 
famt,  was  drinking  coffee  in  his  tent  with  his  tvm 
fons  and  the  cham  of  Tartary.  Ho  fent  only 
ia,ooo  men  to  the  attack  of  Claremberg,  ana 
declined  giving  any  affifiance  to  his  horfe^  though 
charged  by  the  whole  imperial  axlny.  But  as 
foon  ad  the  Turkifh  genetal,  blinded  by  a  fenfe-* 
lefs  confidence,  law  the  fi:andatds  of  Sobielki  (6 
near  him,  his  foolifh  prefumption  changed  into 
Cowardice;  and^  trembling  and  af&ighted,  hfe 
had  no  firength  but  to  fly.  The  Oermans  fif^  eti^ 
tered  tiie  camp,  as  being  neatefi:  to  it.  The  king 
reaphed  it  by  fix  in  the  evening; ,  and  befbrfe 
night  there  was  not  a  Turk  to  be  feen*  They 
Ibund  immenfe  ricfaes»  and  Sobiefki  wrote  to  tM 
4)ued3f  th^t  the  grand  via&ir  had  made  him  his  fotte 
executor. 

-  Mttftaphi,  in  the  fiege  of  Vienna^  uAad  M^ 

trary  to  all  the  knoim  rutes  of  the  ait  o£  wi|^^ 
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and  the  advice  of  the  oldeft  bafhas.  He  otigM 
firft  to  have  conquered  Javarin,  which  he  left  be- 
hind him.  In  laying  liege  to  Vienna/he  fplit  Hie 
Turkiih  ciefcents  again^  that  rock,  and  gave  into 
the  hands  of  the  Chriftians  the  prodigious  wealth 
Which  he  had  brought  along  with  him.  He  might 
have  taken  the  city  before  the  Poles  came  up.  He 
might  have  letarckd  their  march,  and  covered  his 
lines,  by  gnarding  the  narrow  paifes  which  fur- 
rouhded  his  camp;  but  he  looked  upon  the  firft 
advantages  of  the  Chriilians  with  contempt,  and 
ftemed  as  if  he  had  let  them  gain  them  onty  that 
he  might  chufe  a  time  to  conquer  them  at  his 
pleafure,  in  the  midft  of  their  fuccefe.  When  they 
tell  upon  his  camp,  it  gave  him  no  more  concerns 
His  troops  were  driven  from  hill  to  hill,  without 
his  fendmg  them  any  fuccours  to  fupport  them. 
JLaflly,  he  kept  about  him  150,000  men,  to  be 
as  it  were  fpe<^tors  of  the  engagement.  Sobieiki 
advanced,  and  the  vizir  waited  his  coming  up  in 
a  flate  of  infenfibility,  as  if  it  were  to  deliver 
into  his  hands  his  rich  pavilions.  A  miftaken 
courage  blinded  him,  and  concealed  his  danger 
from  him ;  and  when  he  difcerned^  it,  it  was  only 
to  pa&  firom  one  extreme  of  prefumption  to  ano« 
ther  c£  terror  and  conflematton.  This  great  vic- 
tory coft  the  Chriflians  no  more  than  the  lofs 
of  600  men;  and  as  the  Infidels  made  but  a 
weak  Tefifiance,  and  were  not  purfued,  a  finail 
number  only  of  them  was  left  upon  the  field  of 
battle. 

Sobiefki^  upon  his  entrance  into  Vienna,  which 
he  luul  fo  lately  delivered^  went  diredly  and  pre* 
iented  himielf  before  the  altar,  to  return  his 
thanks  to  Ahnigh^  6od^  and  joined  himielf  m 
the  yV  Deum,.  with  Us  countenance  jGxed  upcm 

the 
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the  ground,  and  the  moft  lively  expreilions  of 
admiration  and  gratitude.  The  people  were  bu- 
lled in  linging  his  piraifes,  and  looking  upon  him 
with  wonder  and  aftonifhment,  while  uie  lung 
attributed  the  whole  iiicceis  of  his  arms  to 
Heaven. 

The  emperor  returned  to  the  capital  of  his  do- 
minions on  the  14th  of  the  fame  month;  and 
there  ihewing  himfelf  as  haughty  as  he  had  ap« 
peared  dejected  before,  he  declined  to  pa^  t* 
Sobielki  the.lionours  which  wei;e  given  to  lungs 
in  other  courts.  At  a  time  when  Leopold  was 
vocoveriog,  in  fad,  his  crown  from  the  vidorious 
hands  of  the  Poliih  monarch,  he  contefled  upon 
a  vain  ceremonial.  It  was  at  laft  determined, 
that  they  ihould  meet  in  open  field;  and  the  in- 
terview was  made  at  Schwech,  about  a  league 
and  half  from  Vieoaa. 

As  foon  as  the  emperor  appeared,  Sobieiki 
went  to  meet  him,  and  laid  to  him  in  Latin^  That 
he  was  very  glad  that  Heaven  had  prolpered  his 
endeavours  and  his  friendfhip.  Leopold  gave  no 
anfwer,  either  through  the  hau^itinefs  of  his  dif- 
pofition,  or  that  he  was  ibrude  with  afioniihment 
at  -the  fight  of  his  deliverer.  Two  days  after  he 
fent  prince  James  a  fword  let  round  with  dia- 
monds, and  three  thousand  ducats  to  every  one 
of  the  Poliih  generals.  He  wrote  a  letter  like- 
wife  to  the  young  Prince,  in  which,  to  excufe 
himfelf  fpv  not  having  before  taken  notice  of 
him,  he  tojd  him,  that  the  remembrance  of  the 
dangers  he  had  run,  and  the  prefence  of  the 
prince  to  whom  he  owed  his  prefervatioti,  had 
made  at  once  fo  great  an  imprellion  upon  him^ 
that  he  was  in  a  manner  infenfible.  However 
ihis  was^  Sobielki  was  treated  with  ingratitude^ 
0  3  «4 
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and  the  promifes  which  had  been  made  him  wera 
forgotten  as  ibon  as  the  fervice  was  done. 

The  Poliih  lords,  provoked  to  fee  their  king  fo 
difi?rfpe6tftilly  treated,  would  have  perfuaded  hint 
to  retire  $  but  a  fenie  of  glory- prevailed  more 
upon  him,  and  he  determined  to  finifh  the  cam-r 
^paign. 

Upon  raifing  the  liege  of  Vienna,  the  Ottoman 
army  retreated  into  Hungary  to  the  neighbour- 
iood  of  Gr^n.  A  large  body  of  troops  ha<J 
paiTed  the  Danube  over  the  bridge  of  Barkham^t 
and  had  ipread  themfelveg  around  that  for):,  iq 
the  orchards  which  lie  along  the  banks  of  the 
fiver.  The  king  of  Poland  formed  a  defign  of 
diflodging  them  from  that  poft;  and  .that  the 
Poles  might  have  all  the  glory  of  the  expedition, 
he  did  not  communicate  his  projedl  to  the  duke 
of  Lorriain.  Upon  the  approach  of  the  firil  lino 
of  the  Chriftian  troops,  the  Turks,  who  had  re- 
covered themfelves,  fell  upon  them ;  and  their 
numbers  being  confiderably  augmented,  they 
drove  back  the  Poles,  and  killed  a  ^eat  number, 
^obieiki  himfelf  was  never  in  fo  grea^  danger. 
Though  he  could  not  have  thought  the  enemy 
^ould  have  been  beforehand  with  him,  nor  ex- 
pe^ed  they  would  have  engaged  fo  foon,  he  gave 
iaimediate  orders,  and  fiood  firm  with  a  body  of 
Coffacks  and  fom^  horfe.  The  Turks,  with  their 
&bres  in  their  hands,  fell  upon  hjm  io  impe- 
tuoufly,  that  his  battalion  was  ihaken«  and  in  a 
fri^t  turned  their  backs  upon  the  third  onfet. 
Deferted  by  his  foldiers,  he  was  obliged  to  fly 
with  them;  Jind  being  brilklypurfued,  and  Scarcely 
known  by  his  own  men,  he  narrowly  efi»ped  be^ 
iog  ftifled  in  the  midft  of  the  preft.  Twice  a 
^Ufl^ foldior attempted  to  cut  off  hia  head; 
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and  if  a  gentleman^  and  the  mailer  of  bis  horie, 
who  never  left  him,  had  not  diverted  thofe  fatal 
blows,  the  great  Sobielki,  who  had  efcaped  the 
dangers  of  fo  many  battles,  muft  have  loft  hid 
life  in  that  Ikiimifli.  He  was  fo  fatigued,  and 
covered  with  duft,  fweat  and  blood,  and  fo  fpent 
with  the  heat  of  the  weather  and  the  engage- 
ment, that  he  was  not  able  to  fit  upon  his  horie. 
His  head  declined  upon  his  breaft,  and  as  he  was 
fat  and  heavy,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  either 
fufFocated  or  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
His  gentleman  and  the  maftet  of  the  horfe  took 
hold  of  him  by  one  arm,  and  keeping  his  head 
up  ftraight  for  fear  of  fufFocation,  they  let  go  the 
bridles  of  their  horfes,  and  fo  efcaped« 

Vengeance,  however,  followed  clofe  at  the 
heels  of  this  affront.  A  report  was  fpread  among 
the  Turks,  that  the  king  was  flain.  Fired  with 
their  advantage,  and  freed  from  the  fear  of  that 
terrible  thunderer,  they  defired  of  Kara  Mufla- 
pha,  a  fupply  of  troops,  to  exterminate  the  re- 
mains of  tlie  Chriftian  army.  The  grand  vizir 
immediately  difpatched  a  numerous  body  of  horfe, 
and  ordered  Tekeli  to  advance  toward  Barkhami 
with  30,000  men  under  his  command ;  but  be- 
fore thefe  fupplies  could  arrive,  Sobiefki  got  the 
ilart  of  the  enemy.  In  fliort,  upon  the  nth  of 
Odlober,  two  days  ^fter  the  defeat,  the  king  got 
on  horfeback  by  break  of  day,  and  put  his 
troops  in  order  of  battle.  The  right  wing  he 
commanded  in  perfon,  the  left  he  committed  to 
the  grand  general  of  the  crown,  and  gave  the 
center  to  the  prince  of  Lorrain. 

Rage  and  niry  feemed  to  animate  the  Turks 

upon  the  firft  onfct,  and  to  fupply  their  want  of 

numbers.    The  Chriftian  troops  fell  upon  theito 
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with  a  rapidity  equal  to  their  rcfiftance.  The 
baihas  of  Buda,  Sileftria,  and  Caramania,  made 
prodigious  efforts,  and  long  fufpended  the  vic- 
tory, which  the  courage  of  the  king  of  Poland, 
and  the  good  order  he  had  eflabliihed,  at  laft 
carried  in  fcivour  of  the  Chriftians.  Sobieiki,  by 
placing  himfelf  in  the  right  wing,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  had  a  deiign  to  fall  down 
toward  the  river,  and  throw  himfelf  betwixt  the 
enemy  and  their  bridge.  When  their  ardour  be- 
gan to  abate,  he  ftretched  out  his  forces  by  little 
and  little  into  the  lower  plain,  and  drew  toward 
the  Danube.  Upon  this  motion  the  In^dels, 
who  were  apprehenfive  for  their  bridge  and  the 
fort  of  Barkham,  broke  their  ranks  to  get  thither 
before  him.  They  were  brilkly  purfued,  and  fbon 
thrown  into  confuiion.  The  way  was  too  narrow 
to  receive  them  all.  Part  caft  themfelvcs  into  the 
Danube,  and  there  periihcd.  Others  expired 
under  the  fword  of  the  conqueror.  A  great  num- 
ber ran  toward  the  bridge,  which  being  over- 
loaden,  was  broken  down.  A  moft  dreadful 
llaughtcr  then  followed.  Barkham  was  attacked 
by  the  Polifh  foot,  and  carried  by  aflault.  The 
foldiers  gave  way  to  their  fury,  and  glutted  their 
hatred  againft  the  Infidels.  It  was  in  vain  to 
throw  down  their  arms;  they  fpared  none.  They 
refufed  to  hearken  to  a  capitulation ;  and  the 
conquerors,  deaf  to  the  voices  of  their  own^  of- 
ficers, would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  defift  from 
jlaughter  till  there  were  no  more  enemies  to  be 
flain.    There  fell  that  day  12,000  Turks. 

The  adlion  was  over,  and  the  Chriftian  .army 

already  conquerors,  when  Tekeli  appeared  upon 

the  neighbouring  mountains;  but  upon  feeing  tlic 

.  defeat  of  his  allies,  he  retreated.      It  has  been 

thought  that  his  dilatoyinefs  was  a  confcquence  of 

4  thq 
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the  intelligence  he  held  with  the  king  of  Poknd, 
and  that  he  might  have  come  up  fooner.  The 
grand  vizir  fufpefted  it,  and  caufed  him  to  be 
taken  up  fome  time  after.  The  fruit  of  this  vic- 
tory was  the  conqueft  of  Gran,  which  furrendered 
after  a  liege  of  five  days.  The  fultan  attributed 
the  lofs  of  that  city  to  the  negligence  and  in- 
ability of  Kara  Muftapha,  and  caufed  him  to  be 
ftrangled. 

After  this  glorious  campaign,  Sobieiki  fet  for- 
ward upon  his  return  intp  his  own  dominions. 
In  his  march  he^made  himfelf  mailer  of  Zatkin, 
which  broke  all  the  fchemcs  of  the  Infidels,  who 
had  refolved  to  fall  upon  him  in  his  retreat.  A 
few  days  after,  the  Poles  defeated  an  army  of 
40,000  Turks  and  Tartars  near  Filgrotin.  The 
Coflacks,  Moldavians,  and  Wallachians  then  en- 
tered the  province  of  Butriac,  where  jthey  flew 
above  100,000  perfons. 

1684.  The  next  year  the  king  of  Poland  en- 
tered into  a  league  ofFenfive  and  defenfivc  with 
the  emperor,  and  the  republic  of  Venice,  againft 
the  Turks.  While  the  Imperialifls  were  engaged 
upon  the  Danube,  and  the  Ventlians  in  the 
Mor«,  the  Poles  were  td  employ  the  forces  of 
the  Infidels  by  an  attack  on  the  fide  of  Wallachia* 
By  a  fecret  article  of  this  treaty  it  was  Aipulated, 
that  this  province  and  Moldavia  fliould  be  abfo- 
lutely  fubjedt  to  Sobieiki,  and  that  he  might  dif* 
pofe  of  them  to  his  eldeft  fon.  Two  years  after, 
the  king  drew  the  czar  of  Mufcovy  into  this 
league,  with  the  hofpodar  of  Moldavia,  who  pro- 
mised to  declare  for  him  as .  foon  as  the  Poles 
ihould  fet  footing  in  his  country. 

Sobieiki  marched  toward  this  expedition  with 
all  imaginable  ardour.     The  advantages  his  fa- 
mily would  derive,    were*  a  powerful     motive. 
,      ,  to 
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to  engage  him  in  it.  He  was  followed  by  the 
braveft  fpirits  in  all  Poland.  All  the  lords  and 
generals  entered  into  the  fervice,  and  the  repub- 
lic had  not  for  a  long  time  fent  abroad  lb  numc-» 
rous  and  well-difciplined  an  army.  The  campaign 
was  opened  in  the  beginning  of  July.  The  king 
would  command  in  perlbn,  though  the  lords 
complained  that  he  took  from  them  the  beft  part 
of  their  glory ;  and  this  jcaloufy  had  already  qc- 
rafioned  fome  divifions.  The  army  entered 
Moldavia,  paffed  the  Pruth,  and  leaving  it  on 
the  right,  traverfed  vaft  plains,  without  the  ap- 
pearance of  any  enemy.  '  They  expcdled  indeed 
to  meet  the  hoijjodar,  who,  by  a  private  treaty 
made  with  him,  was  to  join  his  forces  to  the 
Poles;  but  the  perfidious  Cantcmir  had  changed 
his  mind,  and  was  gone  over  to  the  Infidels. 
The  king  made  himfelf  mafter  of  all  the  places 
in  the  province,  and  found  no  oppofition  to  his 
conquefts.  But  the  difficulty  was  how  to  pre- 
ferve  a  country  that  lay  quite  open,  without  anjf 
one.  ftrong  place  in  it. 

After  a  mardi  of  four  and  twenty  Moldavian 
leagues,  every  one  of  which  is  as  much  as  five 
Englifh  ones,  without  meeting  with  an  enemy, 
that  he  might  not  loie  the  fruit  of  that  expedition, 
Sobieiki  relblved  upon  proceeding  as  far  as  the 
borders  of  the  Black  Sea,  and  laying  fiege  to 
Akicrman  or  Bialogrod,  in  the  Dubriac  province 
of  the  LeflTer  Tartary,  upon  the  frontiers  of 
Moldavia.  The  army  then  turned  toward  that 
quarter,  but  foon  found  it  impoffible  to  go  for- 
ward, for  the  Tartars  had  laid  the  whole  country 
'dcfolate,  an4  had  left  neither  forage  nor  pro* 
vifion. 

Sobieiki  then  quitted  this  defign  to  march* 
nlong  the  Danube;  but  this  Icheme  was  attended 

witl> 
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With  greater  difficulties  than  the  former.      So 
many  rocks,  woods,  and  narrow  lanes,   lay  ip 
the  way^  that,  befide  the  danger  of  ambufcades, 
they  had  caufe  to  apprehend  the  road  was  fo 
imp^able,  that  the  army  mnft  have  periflied  if 
they  had  advanced  too  far.     They  therefore  re- 
turned toward  the  Pruth;  when  the  Tartars  and 
Moldavians  came  down  from  their  mountains, 
und  Ihevyed  themfelves  in  the  valley.      As  the 
corn  and  hay  were  full-grown  and  dry,  their  de- 
tachments fet  fire  to  the  fields,  as  the  negroes  of 
Congo  do  in  Afirica  to  drive  away  the  lions  and  • 
leopards,    and  the  Chriflian  troops  often  faw 
thcmfelves  covered  with  flames  and  afhes.     Be- 
^de  this,  they  were  obliged  to  engage  in  feveraj 
places,  and  always  in  a  fituation  of  difadvantage. 
The  greatefl  danger,  however,  was  in  croffing  the 
Buccovines,    which  were  vaft  folitudc9,    inter-, 
iperfed  with  ditches  and  narrow  paflTes  between 
the  Pruth  and  one  part  of  the  Krapac  mountains* 
The  Tartars  propofcd  there  to  have  quite  de- 
fhroyed  the  Polifh  army,  when,  fhut  up  in  a  kind 
of  prifon,  they  would  not  have  been  m  a  condi- 
tion to  defend  themfelves.      To  this  end  they 
placed  an  ambufcade  upon  the  Ude  of  a  brook, 
which  flowed  out  of  a  rock  near  a  narrow  paf- 
iage,  lined  on  each  lide  by  a  fteep  rock,   and 
through  which  the  Poles  were  obliged  to  march. 
They  were  upon  the  point  of  felling  into  this 
fnare,  when  a  deferter  luckily  came  to  give  them 
notice  of  the  danger  which  threatened  them.    In- 
formed of  the  place,  and  the  nature  of  the  am- 
bufcade, the  king  detached  Rcwowlki,  the  trea- 
fiirer  of  the  crown,  with  a  body  of  feleA  foldiers, 
who,  climbing  up  the  mountain,  fell  upon  the 
Tartars  from  behind,  as  they  lay  aflccp,  and  en-^ 
tifelv  routed  them.      The  army  then  marched 

forward 
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forward  without  any  apprehenfion,  and  happilj 
arrived  at  Snyatin  in  Pokalia.  This  expecUtion 
had  not  indeed  the  fuccels  which  was  cxpeAed ; 
but  this  was  (6  far  from  cafling  a  blcmiiS  upon 
the  reputation  of  Sobiefki,  that  it  fervcd  only  to 
augment  his  glor}^ 

Tlic  king  flood  in  need  of  all  bis  courage  and 
experience  to  prevent  any  fatal  effeiSls  from  the 
Moldavian's  treachery.  Not  feeing  him  come  up^ 
he  was  for  marching  into  tlic  Budziac,  or  as  or 
as  the  Danul^.  His  courage  led  him  thither ; 
and  be  would  have  compafled  his  deligns,  if  the 
ways  had  been  paflable.  In  his  return,  his  ikiH, 
and  the  order  he  caufed  to  be  obferved,  faved 
his  army,  and  were  equivalent  to  the  laurels  of 
a  victory.  The  ten  thoufand  Greeks,  whofe  fto- 
ry  is  given  by  Xenophon,  were  not  e&pofed  to 
greater  dangers,  nor  retreated  out  of  Periia  with 
more  honour,  tlian  did  the  Poles  from  the  rnoun^ 
tains  of  Moldavia, 

Sobielki  was  at  this  time  the  moft  glorious 
monarch  that  had  ever  filled  the  throne  of  Po- 
land ;  yet  on  his  return  in  triumph  to  his  king- 
dom, the  great  lords  began  to  liifpc^l  that  he  in- 
tended to  rtmder  the  crown  hereditary  in  his  fa- 
mily. Their  diftruft  even  v/ent  fo  far,  that  they 
had  refufed  to  fupport  him  in  the  late  campaigns 
apainft  the  Turks  in  Podolia  and  Moldavia. 
Though  he  took  Gran,  yet  his  expeditions,  being 
chiefly  made  at  his  owa  expence,  were  far  from 
being  anfwerablc  to  the  former  honour  he  had  ac- 
quired, and  fomc  of  them  wexe  unfucce&ful, 
though  conducted  with  the  grcateit  abilities  and 
courage. 

For  fome  time  Ix'fore  his  death,  he  had  declin** 
ed  appearing  at  the  head  of  the  army,  rithcr  from 
an  inclination  to  lllcnce  the .  complaints  of  the 

lords 
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lords  who  were  difplea1(  d  that  he  ggve  them  no 
opportunity  of  diftinguiflTing  liiemlelves,  or  tliat 
his  age  and  ficknefs  would  not  admit  of  the  fa- 
tigue. Yet  good  fortune  iHll  accompanied  his 
troops,  for  Count  Jablonowfki,  grand  general  of 
the  kingdom,  and  Sapieha,  grand  general  of  Li* 
thuania,  gained  a  victory  over  the  Turks  and ' 
Tartars  near  Niefta.  ^  The  infidels  left:  4000.  of 
their  men  upon  the  field  of  battle,  and  loft  be* 
fides  5000  waggons  loaded  with  provifions  and 
ammunition  defigncd  for  Kaminiec,  together 
with  the  money  that  was  to  pay  the  garrifon* 
The  Poles  are  faidto  liave  loft  but  twelve  men  in 
theadlion. 

On  the  17th  of  June  1696  (the  annivcrfary  of 
his  fucccffion  to  the  throne)  died  the  heroic  and 
magnanimous  Sobielki,  at  Villanow  near  War- 
faw,  having  lived  66  years,  and  reigned  22. 
A  charadler  like  his  will  be  pleafing  to  contem«> 
plate. 

Raifed  to  a  throne  by  his  courage,  his  after 
conduct  Ihewcd  that  he  deferved  his  good  for* 
tune.  He  knew  to  combine  a  good  tafte  for  the 
iciences  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
war,  and  could  as  well  harangue  in  a  diet,  as 
fight  at  the  head  of  an  army.  If  he  heaped  up 
riches,  and  ieemed  of  a  fparin^  difpofition,  the 
intereft  of  the  republic  always  got  the  better  of 
his  temper.  While  he  was  yet  no  more  thau 
marflial  of  the  crown.,  he  made  frequent  ufe  of 
his  wealth  toward  dilperfing  thofe  vaft  armies  of 
Tartars  and  Colfacks  which  invaded  the  kingdom 
with  fo  much  fury ;  and  in  the  campaign  of  Vi- 
enna,  he  diftxibuted  his  treafures  with  a  kind  of 
prodigality,  which  was  fo  much  the  more  com- 
mendable^ that  if  he  was  naturally  fond  of  lay- 
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ing  up  riclicg,  he  facrificed  his  own  inclination  t(t 
the  noceffities  of  thcJ  ilate. 

Vienna  fated,  and  fevefal  other  exploits,  have 
immortalized  the  name  of  Sobielki.  If  he  did 
jiot  recover  Kaminiec,  as  he  gave  caufe  to  hope 
that  he  would  upon  his  coming  to  the  crowUi  the 
'  teaibn  was^  becauie  the  repubUc  had  theti  neitliei' 
cannon,  powder,  nor  engineers.  And  what 
could  Sobielki  do  in  this  condition  ?  His  cou- 
rage, through  the  want  of  his  fubjeds  aifiiiance, 
was  conilramed  againft  his  inclination  to  remain 
inactive.  In  the  following  reign  th6  Turks  gave 
back  Kaminiec ;  and  this  rejftitution  ought  rather 
to  be  looked  upon,  in  (bme  fort,  as  a  confequence 
of  the  viftories  which  Sobielki  and  the  Imperial- 
Ifts  his  allies  had  gained  over  the  enemies  of  the 
Chriftian  name,  than  attributed  to  any  efforts  of 
Augullus  and  the  Poles  for  the  recovery  of  that 
important  place. 

Sobielki  had  brought  the  Coflacks  under  much 
greater  fubjeftion  than  they  were  before;  the 
Mufcovites  were  his  allies;  the  Turks  werebeatea 
in  every  quarter,  and  prefumed  not  to  enter  upon 
his  frontiers ;  tlae  kingdom,  enriched  with  their 
^ils,  enjoyed  a  profound  peace^  while  the  king, 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  was  expofed  to  all  the 
hazards  of  war  in  an  enemy's  country;  and 
laftly,  he  had  carried  the  glory  of  the  nation  to 
the  higheft  point  of  pcrfcdion. 

Yet  this  prince,  fo  deferving  of  the  throne, 
met  with  moll  ungrateful  fubjccls.  The  emperor 
ihewed  but  little  gratitildc  for  the  ferviccs  he  had 
tendered  him ;  and  the  court  of  Vienna,  not  1ft- 
tisfied  with  refilling  Prince  James  the  arch^dur 
chefs,  who  had  been  promifed  him,  oppofed  the 
inarriagc  of  that  young  prince  with  the  prinoe& 

Radzivil« 
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Radzivil.  The  Poles  likewife  but  ill  requited  the 
good  offices  of  Sobielki.  The  houfe  of  Sapieha, 
which  he  had  drawn  from  obfcurity,  and  raifed 
to  the  higheft  offices  in  the  duchy  of  Lithuania, 
confpired  againfl  him  in  1683.  Radzieiowikt 
his  relation,  for  whom  he  had  procured  a  cardi- 
nal's cap,  and  had  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of 
primate,  became  his  enemy.  Wielopolfti,  the 
brother-in-law  to  the  queen,  joined  with  the  pre- 
late ;  and  it  is  faid,  thefe  two  lords  had  formed 
a  fa6Hon  to  dethrone  their  benefa6lor. 

When  Charles  XII.  of  Sweden  entered  Cra- 
cow, he  vilited  the  tomb  of  John  Sobiefki  in  or- 
der to  pay  a  mark  of  refpedl  to  the  memory  of 
that  great  monarch.  He  is  reported,  as  he  hung 
with  reverence  over  his  fepulchre,  to  have  cried 
out,  "  What  a  pity  that  fo  great  a  man  ihould 
ever  die !"  May  we  not  alfo  exclaim,  what  a  pity 
that  a  perfon,  fo  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  Sobi- 
elki*s  virtues,  Ihould  adopt  only  the  military  part 
of  his  charadler  for  the  obje<ft  of  his  imitation ! 
How  infinitely  inferior  is  the  Swedflh  to  the  Po- 
IMh  fovercign !  The  former,  dead  to  all  the  finer 
feelings  of  humanity,  was  awake  only  to  the 
calls  of  ambition  ;  every  other  fentiment  being 
loft  in  the  ardour  for  military  honours.  If  per* 
fonal  courage  be  fufficient  to  conftitute  a  hero,  he 
pofleffed  tliat  quality  in  an  eminent  degree ;  but 
it  was  rather  the  bravery  of  a  common  foldier  than 
of  a  general.  Sobielki,  even  in  that  view  of  his 
chara  Aer,  has  an  equal  title  to  fame :  tor  his  va- 
lour was  no  lefe  diflinguiflied;  and  in  one  refpe6t 
was  fuperior,  as  it  was  not  clouded  with  raflincfs, 
but  was  tempered  with  prudence.  Though  the 
firft  general  of  his  age,  he  placed  not  his  fole  am- 
bition in  military  glory ;  he  was  great  in  peace  a« 
well  as  in  war :  by  the  union  of  talents  belong- 
I  ing 
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*►  ing  to  each  department,  he  defended  hisj  country 
from  impending  danger,  railed  her  from  her  fall- 
ing ftate,  and  delayed  during  his  reign  the  aera  of 
her  decline ;  while  Charles,  who  was  deficient  in 
civil  virtues,  plunged  Sweden,  which  he  found 
highly  profperous,  into  ruin  and  defolation.  In 
a  word,  Charles  had  the  enthufiafm  of  a  knight- 
errant,  and  Sobiefki  the  virtues  of  a  hero, 

But  the  aera  of  John  Sobiefki,  fplendid  in  it- 
felf,  appears  more  luminous,  when  contrafted 
with  the  darkneis  which  preceded  and  followed. 
The  reigns  of  his  immediate  predeceffor  and  fuct- 
ceffor  were  lionvulfed  with  internal  commotions ; 
but  the  fpirit  of  difcord  and  anarchy  was  laid  for 
a  time  by  his  tranfcendent  genius.  Under  his 
aufpices  Poland  feemed  to  revive  from  the  cala- 
mities which  had  long  opprefled  her,  and  again 
to  recover  her  ancient  fplendour :  fuch  is  the 
powerful  afcendency  of  a  great  and  fuperior 
mind.  His  military  talents  require  no  other  tefli- 
mony  than  the  victory  of  Choczim,  the  recovery 
of  the  Ukraine,  repeated  defeats  of  the  Turks 
and  Tartars^  and  the  delivery  of  Vienna :  while 
an  exa6l  infight.into  the  laws  and  conflitution  ot 
his  country,  a  manly  and  perfuafive  eloquence,  a 
love  and  protection  of   literature,   an  accurate 

^  knowledge  of  foreign  languages,  and  an  un- 
ceafing  habit  of  affability,  moderation,  and  tempe- 
rance, render  him  no  lefs  an  objecSt  of  our  admi- 
ration in  his  civil  capacity.*    But  the  monarch, 

who 

*  Dr.  South,  in  his  account  of  MH;Mi,  thus  defcribcs  John 
Sobieflci :  "  The  king  is  a  very  well-fpoken  prince,  very  eafy  of 
**  accefsy  and  extreme  civil,  having  moft  of  the  qualities  requi- 
**  Hte  to  form  a  complete  eentleroan.  He  is  not  only  well-verfed 
**  in  all  military  affairs,  out  likewife,  through  the  means  of  a 
**  French  oducatien,  very  opulently  ftored  with  all  polite  and 
«(  fcholadical  learning.  Beudes  his  vwn  tongua^  the  Sclavonian» 
**  he  underftands  the  Latin.  Freach.  Italian.  Genaan.  and  Turk« 
*  '  '  '  «•  Uh 
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who  could  allay  the  ferments  of  public  fa^lion, 
could  not  fupprefs  the  domeftic  diffenfions  of  his 
own  family ;  and  the  fame  great  prince,  who  kept 
a  turbulent  people  in  awe,^  and  chaftifed  the  moft 
formidable  enemies,  was  himfelf  under  the  con- 
trol of  his  confort,  a  French  lady  ♦,  ofexquilite 
beauty  and  elegant  manners,  but  of  rejftlefs  in- 
trigue, infatiabie  avarice,  and  inordinate  ambi- 
tion. This  unprincipled  woman  fomented  a  fpi- 
tit  of  difunion  and  jealoufy  among  her  children; 
and  loaded  her  eldeft  fon  with  every  fpecies  of 
indignity.  She  formed  and  fupported  an  admi- 
niftration  called,  by  way  of  derilion,  the  Jewifli 
junto ;  and  introduced  into  the  royal  houihold  a 
narrow  parlimony  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  a 
powerful  fovereign :  in  a  word,  by  a  feries  of  of- 
fenfive  and  wicked  meafures,  (he  loft  her  huf- 
band  the  affedlion  of  his  fubjecls ;  and  rendered 
the  clofe  of  his  reign  as  odious,  as  the  preceding 
part  had  been  popidar  and  glorious. 

The  decline  of  Sobielki's  life  was  clouded  with 
afflidlion.  He  felt  himfelf  a  prey  to  a  lingering 
difeafe  -f- ;  yet,  inftead  of  deriving  any  comfort 
from  his  neareft  connedtions,  he  experienced  an 
^aggravation  of  his  diftrefs  from  the  unnatural 
contefts  of  his  children,  and  the  intriguing  fpirit 
of  his  queen.  The  decay  of  his  authority,  and 
the  indecent  cabals  almoft  openly  carrying  on  for 
the  choice  of  his  fucceflbr,  afFedled  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  manner  a  perfon  pf  his  extreme  fenfibility : 
his  fubjedls,  inflead  of  lamenting,  feemed  eager- 

<<  ifh  languages :  he  delights  much  in  natural  hidory,  and  in  all 
^  the  parts  of  phydc.  He  is  wont  to  reprimand  the  clergy  for 
«  not  admitting  the  modern  philofophy,  fuch  as  Le  Grand's  and 
«<  Cartefius's,  into  the  univerfities  and  fchools,"  &€•  $outh'a 
Pofthamous  Works,  p.  34. 

•  Marie  de  la  Grange. 

t  His  illnefs  was  a  complication  of  difordeil^goutiUlone,  afth« 
PI,  dropfy. 
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ly  to  anticipate  his  diffolution.  Yet,  in  this  de- 
plorable ftate,  the  king's  equanimity,  founded  on 
religion  and  philofbphy,  did  not  forfake  him ;  and 
he  retained,  even  upon  his  death-bed,  that  mix- 
ture of  ferioufnefs  and  gaiety,  ftrength  of  rea- 
foning  and  quicknefs  of  repartee,  which  fa 
ftrongly  marked  his  charafter.  Some  ftriking  in- 
cidents, immediately  preceding  his  death,  arc 
tranfmitted  to  us  by  the  chancellor  Zalufki  bifhop 
of  Plotfko,  who  was  prefent  when  he  expired. 

Some  alarming  f)maptams  in  Sobiellci*s  diforder 
having  awakened  the  queen's  folicitude  re^edling 
the  fucceffion  to  his  fortune,  ftie  earneftly  impor- 
tuned Zalufki  to  prefent  himfelf  before  the  king, 
*nd  injSnuate  fome  advice  concerning  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  affairs.  The  bifhop,  when  he  entered 
the  apartment,  finding  the  king  in  ^n  agony  of 
excruciating  pain  *,  endteavoured  to  give  him  com- 
fort and  hopes  of  recovery.  But  Sobiefki  re- 
plied, "  I  forefec  my  approaching  death;  my 
*^  fituation  will  be  the  fame  to-morrow  as  it  is  to- 
f^  day  I  all  confolation  is  now  too  late  :**  then, 
fetching  a  deep  figh,  his  majefty  afked  him 
"  why  he  came  fo  feldom  to  court,  and  in  what 
**  manner  he  employed  himfelf  at  his  dioccfc 
^^  alone  ?**  Zalufki,  after  expatiating  upon  th^ 
duties  of  his  epifcopal  office  and  the  refources  of 
literature,  artfully  turned  the  difcourfe  to  the  bu- 
finefs  in  queflibn.  ^^  Lately,"  laid  he,  "  I  have 
^  been  employed  in  no  very  agreeable,  yet  nccel^ 
"  Ikry  duty :  weighing  the  frail  condition  of  hu- , 
*^  man  nature,  remembering,  tliat  as  Socrates 
**  and  Plato,  fb  all  men  mufl:  die  ;  and  confider- 
•*  ing  the  diffenfions  which  may  arife  among  my 
'^  relations  after  my  deceafe,  I  have  taken  an  in- 

ventory  of  my  efTedts,  and  have  dilpofed  of 

•  Zaluiki,  Epift.  voU  III.  p.  sr^i\. 

^'  them 
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^  them  by  will."  The  king,  who  Taw  the  pur- 
bort  of  his  difcourfe,  interrupted  him  with  a  loud 
laugh,  and  exclaimed,  in  a  quotation  from  Ju- 
venal *,  ^*  O  medici,  mediam  contundite  venam.^^ 
*^  What,  my  lord  bifhop  !  you  whofe  judgment 
*^  and  good  fenfe  I  hare  fo  long  efte^med,  do 
*^  you  make  your  will  ?  What  an  ufelefs  lofs  of 
**  time!"  &c.  Not  difcouraged  by  this  fally, 
the  bifhop  perfevered  in  fuggefling,  *^  that  in 
*^  juftice  to  his  family  and  country  he  ought 
*'  without  delay  to  regulate  th^  difpofition  of  his 
*^  efFedls,  and  to  declare  his  final  inclinations/' 
-— "  For  God's  fake,"  returned  Sobiefki  with  a 
more  ferious  tone,  ^*  do  not  fuppofe  that  any 
^*  good  will  arife  in  this  age,  when  vice  has  in- 
^^  creafed  to  fuch  an  enormous  degree,  as  almoft 
'^  to  exclude  all  hopes  of  forgivenefs  from  the 
^^  mercy  of  the  Deity  !  Do  you  not  fee  how  great 
"  is  the  jtublic  iniquity,  tumult,  and  violence  ? 
^^  all  ftrive  who  fhall  blend  good  and  evil  witb- 
*^  out  diftindtion :  the  morals  of  my  fubjedls  are 
'*  overturned;,  will  you  again  reftore  them  ?  My 
*  **  orders  are  not  attended  to  while  I  am  alive ; 
^'  can  I  expe6l  to  be  obeyed  when  I  am  dead  ? 
*^  That  man  is  happy,  who  ^ith  his  own  hand 
^^  difpofes  of  his  effects,  which  cannot  be  enr 
*^  trufted  with  fecurity  to  his  executors;  while 
**  th6y  who  bequeath  them  by  a  will  aft  abfurd- 
**  ly,  fot  configning  to  the  care  of  others  what  13 
•^  more  fecure  in  the  hands  of  their  neareft  rela- 
**  tions.  Have  not  the  regulations  of  the  kings 
*'  my  predeceffors  been  defpfed  after  their  deaths  ? 
\^  Where  corruption  univerfally  prevails,  judg- 
^^  ment  is  obtained  by  money ;  the  voice  of  con- 
*^  fcierice  is  not  heard,  and  reafon  and  equity  are 

*  Juvenal,  Sat.  VI.  1. 4.0*    <'  Open  a  vein.'^    In  H>p)ying  thfS 
paflagCi  the  king  meant  to  infimiate  that  the  biKhop  wai  mad. 

Pa  «  tto 
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"  no  more."  Then  fuddenly  giving  a  ludicfodft 
turn  to  the  converfation,  he  exclaimed,  *^  Whai 
"  can  you  lay  to  this,  Mr.  Will^maker  T' 

Sobielki  left  behind  him  his  wife  Marie  de  la 
Grange,  three  fons,  James,  Alexander,  and  Con* 
ftantine,  and  one  daughter  Thereifa  Cunigunda. 
Marie  his  wife,  daughter  of  Henry  de  la  Grange 
captain  of  the  guards  to  Philip  duke  of  Orleans^, 
and  of  Frances  de  la  Chartre,  was  maid  of  ho- 
nour to  Louifa  queen  of  Ladiflaus  IV.  She  was 
firft  married  to  Radzivil  prince  of  Zamolki; 
within  a  month  after  his  dcceafe  Ihe  efpoufed 
John  Sobielki  in  fecret,  and  brought  him  in 
dower  a  large  portion  and  the  favour  of  his  fove- 
reign.  Her  influence  over  her  hufband,  and  the 
ill  ufc  flie  made  of  her  power,  have  been  already 
obferved. 

James  Louis,  the  eldefl:  fbn  of  Sobielki,  wad 
born  at  Paris  in  1667.  He  accompanied  his  father 
to  the  relief  of  Vienna,  in  the  lixtecnth  year  of 
his  age  ;  and  narrowly  efcaped  being  flain  in  an 
adion  near  Banan  in  Hungary.     He  afterwards 
gave  fuch  lignal  proofs  of  his  military  talents, 
that,  upon  his  father's  indifpolition  in  the  cam-* 
paign  of  1687  ^gainll  the  Turks,  he  was  entruft* 
ed  with  the  command  of  the  army,  althodgh  only 
in  the  21ft  year  of  his  age ;  and  received  from  the 
foldiers  all  the  honours  ufually  paid  only  to  the 
kings  of  Poland:  a  lingular  mark  of  deference 
in  an  elective  monarchy,  and  which  gave  encou*- 
ragement  to  an  expedation  of  the  throne  at  his 
father's  deceafe.     His  father  promoted  this  viev 
with  the  utmoft  exertion  of  his  interell ;  but  it 
was  entirely  difconcerted  by  the  indifcrction  of 
^    the  prince,  and  the  relllefs  intrigues  of  the  queen  1 
who,  having  conceived  the  llrongefl  antipathy  to 
her  ddell  fon,  and  a  no  le6  violent  prediledlion  in 

favour 
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ftvonr  of  her  fccond  foil  Alexander,  a  prince  of 
a  more  tractable  difpofition,  facrificed  the  digni- 
ty  of  her  family  to  a  blind  impulfe  of  parental 
partiality. 

Sobielki  had  fcarcely  expired,  before  the  cabals, 
which  even  his  authority  could  hardly  fupprefs, 
broke  out  with  undiflemblcd  violence.  The  di- 
vifion  of  the  king's  trcafure  caufed  the  molt  in- 
decent difputes  and  altercations  between  his  wi- 
dow and  children.  James,  without  a  moment's 
delay,  endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  tp  feizc  it 
by  force,  being  anticipated  by  the  queen  ♦,  who, 
with  the  afliftance  of  the  abbe  Polignac,  fcnt  it 
into  France.  She  had  three  great  objefls  in 
view :  either  to  obtain  the  crown  for  Alexander, 
whom  ihe  was  fecure  of  governing  ;  to  promote 
the  eleftion  of  Count  Jablonoufki,  great  general 
of  the  crown,  with  an  intention  of  marrj'^ing 
him ;  or  to  favour  the  pretenfions  of  the  prince  of 
Conti,  warmly  liipported  by  Louis  XIV.  At  all 
events  Ihe  was  firmly  refolved  to  procure  the  ex- 
clufion  of  her  eldefl:  fon  ;  and  this  was  the  pnly 
point  fhe  carried.  Had  the  family  of  Sobiciki 
been  unanimous,  James  would  have  been  eledled 
jeing ;  but  n6.  fub^miffion  -fr  could  foften  the  im- 
placable 

^  The  quc^n  fcnt  3,000,000  French. livrcs  s=£.  125,000,  into 
France.     Larrcy,  Hift.  Louis  XIV.  v.  II.  p.  297. 

+  Zaluiki  has  given  the  following  curious  inftance  of  the 
queen's  implacability  :  «*  I  and  other  fenators  accompanied,  prince 
*'  James  to  the  queen's  at  Bieltz,  but  her  majefly  being  informed 
•<  of  our  approach,  retired  precipitately  from  the  palace  in  order 
•*,  to  avoid  the  intei;vi^w ;  we  overtook  her  about  a  mile  from 
*'  Bieltz,  an<]^  ordered  the  driver  to  flop,  wtiile  (he  repeatedly 
•*  urged  him  to  continue  his  route:  at  length  the  coachman, 
*•*  alarmed  by  our  number  and  threats,  flopped  the  carriage.  On 
•*  our  advancing  to  the  queen,  (he  received  us  with  great  marks 
M  of  diipleafure  ;  and  although  the  prince,  pjroftratcd  himfelf  be- 
t*  fore  her,  and  em'braced  her  feet  with  the  mpft  profound  rc- 
i*  fpedb,  he  was  not  able  to  export  from  her  more  than  a  (hort 
■  V  aind  evafive  anfwer.    Upon  his  retiring,  with  his.  eyes  fuji  of 

P'  3  '  •<  tears, 
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placable  rcfentment  of  the  queen,  who.  evcrf 
when  Ihe  found  it  impradiicable  to  fecure  the 
eledlion  of  her  favourite  fon  Alexander,  or  to 
compafa  any  of  her  other  deligns,  both  in  fecret 
and  openly  fet  herfclf  in  oppofition  to  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  James.  When  the  diet  of  convoca- 
tion affembled  at  Warfaw,  the  queen  fummoned 
a  meeting  of  fenators  and  nuncios  in  her  apart- 
ment, whom  fhe  addrefled  in  regiard  to  her  fon 
with  all  the  virulence  which  inveterate  fury  could 
infpirc,  and  all  the  afFefted  candour  towards  the 
Poles  which  the  moft  confummate  hypocrify 
could  fuggeft.  "  Although  1  am  not  by  birth  a 
*'  Pole,  I  am  one  by  inclination  ;  and  am  more 
^'  attached  to  this  nation  than  to  my  own  family, 
^^  Refledl  maturely  whom  you  will  nominate 
"  your  king  in  the  place  of  my  much-regretted 
'*  nufband;  and  I  fincerely  recommend  to  you 
**  not  to  ele6l  one  of  my  children.  I  too  v/g\\ 
'f  know  all  their  difpolitions ;  and  particularly 
*^  caution  you  not  to  raife  to  the  throne  the  eldeft 
5'  prince  James,  His  inconfiderate  raftinefe  will 
^*  involve  the  kingdom  in  fpecdy  and  inevitable 
*«  ruin."  The  bifliop  of  Plotiko,  though  her 
creature,  difgufted  at  thefe  appearances  pf  unna- 
tural rancour,  importuned  her  to  delift  ;  but  flie 
exclaimed  with  greater  violence :  "  Do  not  inter- 
**  rupt  me ;  I  will  never  rctradl  what  I  have  faid, 
*'  as  I  prefer  the  fafety  of  the  republic  to  my  own 
*^  interefts  and  the  fplendour  of  my  family.  I 
"  again  exhort  the  Poles  to  ele<ft  any  candidate 
^'  in  preference  to  one  pf  my  children."  This 
virulent  oppofition  to  the  views  of  her  eldefl  fon 
was  but  too  fuccefsful :  he  was  rejected  by  a  great 

«  tears,  I  myfclf  ufcd  fomc  endeavours  to  foften  lier  refent- 
«*  ir.ent;  which,  however,  had  no  other  elfe€t  than  to  draw  from 
«<  her  additional  ezpreffions  of  difguft  and  indignation."  Za- 
luflci,  vol.  IIL  p.  J35. 

majority. 
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majority,  and  the  choice  of  the  nation  fell  upon 
Auguftus  ele6lor  of  Saxony. 

The  fequel  of  the  hi0ory  of  Sobicflii's  family, 
now  reduced  to  a  private  ftation,  will  be  com  • 
prifed  in  a  fhort  compais.  After  the  defeat  of 
Auguftus  ILat  the  battle  of  Cliflbw,  Charles  XIL 
determined  to  give  a  new  king  tb  Poland ;  and 
bis  veneration  for  the  memory  of  John  Sobiefki 
induced  him  to  ofifer  that  dignity  to  his  eldeft 
fon.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  Auguf- 
tus was  declared  by  the  primate  unworthy  tp 
reign ;  and  a  diet  of  eledtion^  was  convened  at 
Wariaw^  Jatnes  was  then  at  Breflaw,  impatient- 
ly expeftiiig  his  nomination  to  the  thr®ne  fo  wor- 
thily filled  by  his  father,  and  from  which  he  had 
been  deprived  by  the  unprecedented  maJice  of  a 
mother.  But  the  ufual  fingularity  of  his  ill-for- 
tune ftill  purfued  him :  as  he  was  hunting  with 
his  brother  Conftantine,  a  Imall  detachment  of 
Saxon  horfemen  furprifed  and  carried  him  off*; 
and,  inftead  of  receiving  a  crown,  he  was  con-  ^ 
fined  in  the  caftle/of  Pleilfenburgh  near  Leipfic, 
Conftantine  might  have  efcaped;  but,  from  an 
impulfe  of  fiiutern^l  affeftion,  he  voluntarily  ac- 
tx)mpanied  his  brother,  into  confinement,  and  ad^ 
miniftered  confolation  under  this  grievous  reverfe 
of  fortime.  This  event  happened  on  the  aSth  of 
February,  ^704,      » 

.  In  the  n^oiith  of  September,  1706,  the  two 
brothers  were  removed  to  the  fortrefs  of  Koning- 
ftein,  as  to  a  place  of  ftill  greater  fecurity ;  but 
in  December  of  the  fame  year  fortunately  obtain- 
ed ^heir  e^ilargement,  upon  the  requeft  of  Charles 
XJI.  at  the  conclufion  of  the  celebrated  treaty 
with  Auguftus  11.  in  which  the  latter  was  com- 
pelled to  abdicate  the  throne  of  Poland.  This 
gbdicqtion;^  l^pwcver,  did  not  revive  the  preten- 
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fions  of  James  to  the  crown,  the  ele<5l:ion  havh>g 
fallen,  during  his  confinement,  upon  Staniflaus 
Letzinfki.  From  this  period  James  pafled  a  pri- 
vate and  retired  life,  and  feenis  to  haye  entirely 
renounced  all  his  views  upon  the  crown  of  Po^- 
land.  He  died  in  1737  at  Zolkiew  in  Red  Ruf- 
fia,  in  the  7pth  year  of  his  age ;  and  in  him,  as 
the  laft  male  of  his  family,  tlie  name  of  Sobief- 
ki  became  extind.  His  wife  was  Hedwige  Eleo- 
nora  *,  daughter  of  Philip  William  elector  pala- 
tine ;  by  her  he  left  two  daughters,  Mary  Char- 
lotte and  Clementina  Mary. 

The  eldeft,  Mary  Charlotte,  married  in  1723 
Frederic  Maurice  de  la  Tour  duke  of  Bouillon, 
who  dying  within  a  few  days  after  the  marriage,  * 
fhe  efpoufed,  with  a  di^enfation  from  the  pope, 
his  brother  Charles  Godfrey  the  fame  year.  JBy 
him  Ihe  left  iflue  a  fon,  the  prcfent  duke  of  Bou- 
illon, married  to  a  lady  of  the  houfe  of  Lorraine, 

•  Sifter  of  Eleonora  Magdalena'wife  of  the  emperor  Leopold* 
James  had  been  firll  contradled  in  marriage  to  the  widow  of  the 
cledlor  of  Brandenburgh's  brother,  a  rich  heirefs  of  the  houfe  of 
Radzlvil  in  Lithuania,  but  upon  this  occafion  he  firft  experienced 
that  ill  fortune  which  afterwards  attended  him  through  life.  "An 
**  envoy  was  fent  to  Berlin  to  negotiate  the  marriage,  which  was 
**  agreed  upon  by  the  eledor's  and  her  confent,  and  the  prince 
**  himfelf  came  thither  in  pcrfon,  with  a  numerous  attendance, 
**  to  confumiTuite  it.  At  the  feme  time  came  to  Berlin  the  elcc-  . 
•*  tor  palatine's  brother,  prince  Charles  ot  Newburg,  brother  to 
•*  the  emprefs,  to  fee  the  ceremony  of  the  mariiage ;  but  this 
««  princefs,  taking  more  fancy  to  him  than  to  the  prince  of  Po- 
•*  und,  gave  him  encouragement  to  make  his  addreffes  to  her  ; 
•<  which  he  did  with  that  fuccefs,  that  he  engaged  her  fo  far  and 
**  fo  unexpededly,  that  he  was  privately  married  to  her  the 
*'  night  before  fhe  was  to  be  marned  to  the  prince  ot  Polandi  fo 
•*  that  prince  James  was  forced  to  return  bacK  (hame fully :  which 
**  the  king  his  father  rcfentcd  fo  highly,  that  he  was  rcfolved  to 
«•  have  fatisfadVion  from  the  eledlor  or  Biandenburir,  for  fuflfer- 
**  in^  his  Ton  to  receive  fb  notorious  an  affrcnt  at  his  court ;  but 
**  the  elector,  knowing  nothing  of  that  private  intrigue,  juftiBed 
*'  himfelf,  and  all  animofitics  were  at  laft  adjufted  by  pnnce 
**  Jamei's  marrying  Jiis  rival's  fifter  the  princefs  of  Newburg* 
"  who  was  fent  into  Poland,  and  has  two  daughters  by  htm.'* 
Connor  s  Hiftory  of  Poland,  v.  IL  p.  188,  189. 

and 
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and  a  daughter,  who  efpoufed  the  duke  of  Rohan- 
Rohan.  In  thele  noble  perfons  and  their  progeny 
the  female  liqe  of  Sobielki  ftill  exifl:3. 

Clementina  Mary,   the  youngeft  daughter  qf 
prince  James,  marrie4  at  Mpnteiiafcone,  in  1719, 
James  Edward  Stuart,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  the  preten- 
der to  the  Britifh  throne.     This  prmcels,  though 
a  woman  of  grej^t  perfonal  an4  mental  endow- 
ments,   could  not  (Engage   the  affedtiqu  of  her 
hulband ;  and  Ihe  was  fo  ofFende^  ^t  his  attach- 
ment to  a  favourite  miftrefs,  that  {he  withdrew: 
from  his  houfe,  and  remained  for  fome  time  in  a 
convent  near  Rome.     Afterwards,  being  recon- 
ciled to  him,  Ihe  died  at  Rome  on  the  18  th  qf 
June,   1735,  aged  33;  her  death,  according  to 
the  account  6f  a  writer  *  attached  to  the  Stuar^ 
family,   was  occalioned  by  religious  abftinenca 
and  too  fcvere  mortifications :  her  remains  v/ere  in- 
terred with  regj^l  pomp  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter, 
where  a  monument  was  creeled  to  her  mcmor)^. 
t&he  ieft  two   fons   by  the   Chevalier:  Charles, 
vfually  termed  count  of  Albany,  and  Henry,  ca.r- 
dinal  of  Yorke.     Charles  married  the  princefs  of 
Stolberg,  by  whom  he  has  no  children:  a  mifun^ 
.derftanding  not  long  after  their  marriage  taking 
place  between  them,  fhe  quitted  her  hufband, 
ind  took  Ihelter  in  a  convent  in  the  Tufcan  do- 
minions; and,  as  her  quarrel   was  efpoufed  by 
the  cardinal  of  Yorke,  Ihe  obtained  a  feparation 
for  life.     We  may  therefore  forefec  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  Sobielki  line  in  the  Stuart  branch. 
The  ample  patrimony    of  James   Sobiefki  was 
divided    equally    between    his    two    daughters. 
Having  lent  9*  confiderable  fum  to  the  houfe  of 

•  Letters  from  a  nainter  in  Italy,  where  her  funeral  and  mo- 
nument are'defcrib^  v«  II.  p.  56. 

Auftria; 
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Ajuftria ;  he  obtained  in  return  a  mortgage  upon 
certain  efiates  in  Silefia,  which,  upon  the  divifion 
of  the  property  after  his  dcceafe,  fell  to  the  Stuart 
family,  and  were  in  their  pofleffion  when  the 
king  of  Pruflia  fecurcd  Silefia  in  the  year  1740, 
His  Proffian  majefty  confifcated  thele  lands  to 
himfelf  by  right  of  conqueft;  and  the  houfeof 
Aulhria  never  made  any  farther  compenfation  for 
the  above-mentioned  loan. 

Alexander,  fecond  fon'  of  John  Sobiefki,  was 
born  at  Dantzic  in  1 677  ;  and  as  he  was  brought 
into  the  world  after  his  father  had  been  railed  tQ 
the  throne,  he  was  ufually  ftyled  by  his  mother, 
who  adored  hiiq,  the  ion  of  the  king  ;  while  Ihe 
zffeAcd  to  call  his  brother  James,  who  was  bom 
before  his  father's  eledlion,  the  fon  of  tlie  great 
marfhal.  Excited  by  his  mother's  partiality,  and 
inflamed  by  an  ambition  natural  to  youth,  he 
even  alpired  to  the  throne  in  oppofition  to  his 
brother  James :  afterwards  however,  when  a 
more  mature  age  had  correfted  his  paftions,  and 
his  mother's  influence  had  ceafed  to  miflead  him; 
he  declined,  from  a  principle  of  fraternal  Sec- 
tion, the  acceptance  of  that  very  crown  which 
had  once  been  the  obje6l  of  his  warmeft  hopes. 
When  Qiarles  XII.  upon  the  imprifonment  of 
James,  offered  the  crown  of  Poland  to  Alexan- 
der ;  the  latter,  with  a  difintereflediiefs  wliich  re^ 
fle6ls  the  higheft  honour  upon  his  memory,  re- 
fufed  it  with  this  generous  declaration,  "  thaf  no 
**  intereft  Ihould  tempt  him  to  avail  himfelf  of 
**  his  brother's  misfortunes." 

Alexander  pafled  his  days  principally  at  Roipc 
with  the  queen  his  mother.  During  his  refidencc 
in  that  city,  he  never  made  his  appearance  at  the 
court  of  Clement  XL  becaufe  that  pontiff^  had 
refufcd  to  receive  him  with  the  inarks  of  diftinc- 
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tSon  v^hich  he  claimec}  as  a  king's  fon.  But  the 
honours  which  were  withheld  from  him  whila 
^live,  lyere  granted  unto  him  when  dead;  his 
body  being  permitted  to  lie  in  roys^l  Hate,  and  to 
be  interred  with  the  fame  ceremonies,  whicli  at- 
tended the.  funeral  of  Chriflina  queen  of  Sweden. 
He  expired  in  June  17 14,  having  aflumed  upon 
his  death  bed  the  habit  of  a  capuchin,  from  a 
fuperftitious  notion  of  enfiaring  his  falvatioq. 

Conftantine,  havin^regained  his  liberty  at  the 
feme  time  with  hi&-  brother  James,  married  a 
German  baronefs,  maid  of  honour  to  the  princcfs 
pf  Newburg ;  a  marriage  of  paffion,  foon  fol- 
lowed by  repentance,  and  from  which  he  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  procure  a  rcleafe  by  a  divorce. 
{le  deceafed  in  1726  without  children. 

Thercfa  Cunigunda,  the  daughter  of  John  So- 
biefki,  married  in  1696  Maximilian  Emanuel 
eleftor  of  Bavaria,  and  died  a  widow  1730.  Her 
fon  Charles  Albert,  who  fucceeded  to  the  eledlo- 
ratp  of  Bavaria,  was  the  unfortunate  emperor 
Charles  Vll.  and  her  grandfon  MaximiHan  Jo- 
seph expired  1778  without  iflue.  Her  grand- 
daughter Maria  Antoinetta  married  Frederic 
Chriftian  elettor  of  Saxony  ;  and  the  blood  of 
John  Sobielki  ftill  flows  in  the  veins  pf  their  • 
progeny,  the  prefent  eledloral  family. 

Marie  de  la  Grange,  the  confort  of  John  So- 
bielki, pafled  the  firft  part  of  her  widowhood  at 
Rome  with  her  father  the  marquis  of  Arquien, 
who,  from  being  captain  of  the  Swifs  guards  to 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  had  been  promoted  by  her 
intereft  to  the  dignity  of  cardinal.  She  con-, 
tinued  to  relide  in  that  city  until  the  year  17 14, 
when  ihe  retired  into  France,  her  native  coun- 
try.. Louis  XIV.  aiiigned  the  caltlc  of  Blois  for 
her  refidcncc,  where  Ihe  died  in  1716,  above  70 
3  y«ara 
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years  of  age.  Her  remains  were  tranQ>orted  t^i 
Warfaw,  and  from  thence  conveyed,  together 
with  thofe  of  her  hufband,  in  1734,  to  Cracow, 
^ad  interred  in  the  cathedral  of  that  city. 

After  this  long  digreflion,  wherein  we  have 
traced  the  fortunes  of  the  Sobielki  family  indivi- 
(Jually,  we  return  to  the  period  of  that  monarches 
deceafe,  and  purflie  tl>e  regular  courfe  of  the 
Polilh  hifiory ;  in  our  progrefs  through  which, 
the  reader  will  perceive  fome  circumllances  re- 
corded which  were  neceflarily  anticipated  in  the 
Jpreceding  pages. 

1696.  Immediately  on  the  demife  ofSobielki, 
Cardinal  Radzieiowlki,  archbifhop.  of  Gnefna, 
and  primate  of  the  kingdom,  came  to  Warfaw, 
where  he  made  his  entry  as  regent  during  the 
interregnum. 

Within  two  days  after,  the  fcnate  me*  and 
fixed  the  convocation  of  the  dictines  throughout 
the  kingdom  to  the  29th  of  July,  and  the  diet  . 
of  ek6lion  to  the  29th  of  Auguft  in  the  fame 
year.  The  private  aflemblies  of  each  diftri6l 
were  full  of  tumult  and  confufion  ;  and  the  only 
article  of  moment  to  which  they  agreed  was^ 
that  the  election  Ihould  be  made  by  the  pofpolite^ 
or  aflembly  of  the  nobility  of  the  kingdom. 

The  preliminary  diet  was  opened  on  the  a^th 
of  Auguft  ;  and  after  very  warm  debates,  the 
deputies  made  choice  of  Humiecki,  Stolnick  or 
mafter  of  Podolia,  the  nephew  of  the  palatine  of 
Kiow,  to  be  marlhal  of  the  diet,  or  director  of  the 
convocation.  The  new  marfhal  recommended 
himfelf  to  the  nobility  by  his  great  zeal  in  iup- 
porting  the  honour  and  intereii  of  that  principal 
body  of  the  nation ;  and  the  deputies  alfo  took 
part  with  him  in  a  fmall  difference,  lie  had  with 
the  cardinal  primate.      ThjC  cardinal,  offended 

with 
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\v4th  fonle  inlinuations  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
queen,  which  the  marlhal  had  indiredlly  let  fall 
in  a  difcourfe  he  made  to  the  fenate,  had  inter- 
rupted him>  and  dcfired  that  he  would  explain 
what  he  meant  by  certain  cxpreflions  in  his 
fpeecii.  Humiccki  in  his  turn,  afironted  at  thd 
cardinal's  demand,  faid  that  the  whole  body  of 
tlie  nobility  was  infulted  in  his  perfon  ;  and  the 
deputies,  to  fhew  that  they  refented  the  injury, 
left  the  room,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  fena- 
tors,  who  all  took  pleafurc  in  giving  this  mortifi- 
tation  to  the  primate,  as  his  zeal  for  the  queeil 
had  made  him  a  partaker  in  the  general  hatred 
which  they  bore  toward  that  princefs. 

While  the  Poles  were  mutually  expreffing  their 
jealoufies  in  the  diet,  tlie  Tartars  made  an  irrup* 
tion  into  Podolia,  carried  off  a  great  number  of 
flaves  of  every  age  and  condition,  drove  away 
the  cattle,  and  fct  fire  to  the  fields  of  corn.  The 
arpny  of  Poland  matched  toward  thofe  quarters, 
•to  put  a  flop  to  their  ravages  ;  and  had  they  been 
joined  by  the  forces  of  Lithuania,  would,  doubt- 
lefs,  have  efFe6lually  prevented  them ;  but  none 
of  the  misfortunes  of  the  republic  were  fufficient 
to  make  the  latter  army  move  one  flep. 

The  republic,  thus  become  a  prey  to  ftrangers, 
'  was  likewife  torn  to  pieces  by  its  own  fubjedls. 
Boguflaus  Baronowlki,  a  gentleman  whofe  family 
had  been  ennobled  by  having  given  birth  to  an 
arclibifhop  of  Gnefna,  was  left  by  his  father 
with  fo  fmall  an  eftate,  that  he  was  in  no  condi- 
tion to  live  as  became  his  quality.  He  had  like- 
Vile  fpent  the  fmall  fortune  his  wife  brought  him, 
whom  indeed  he  had  man-ied  only  for  her  money. 
Under  thefe  circumftances  of  Boguflaus,  the  army 
of  the  crown  demanded  the  arrears  that  were  due 
to  them  ;  and  this  gentleman^  who  looked  upon 
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poverty  as  the  greateft  of  evils,  feized  the  oppdf*- . 
lunity  to  make  his  fortune.  "  And  is  this  then,'* 
(cry'd  he  to  the  mdtineers)  "  is  this  the  reward  of 
•'  our  blood  fo  often  fhed  in  defence  of  the  re- 
•*  public,  that  we  rauft  be  left  to  perifli  ?  Ah  ! 
*^  rather  let  us  be  beforehand  with  the  Turks  and 
•<  Tartars.  Let  us  take  from  them  the  means  of 
•^  plundering^  the  frontiers,  by  paying  ourfelves 
"  with  our  own  hands,  and  carrying  off  thence 
•^  whatever  we  can.  Yet,  why  fliould  I  call  it 
*^  carrying  off?  It  is  preferving  the  fubftance  of 
**  the  republic ;  for  by  this  means  the  enemy  will 
^  be  difappointed  of  their  prey,  and  the  republic 
^  difcharged  of  its  debts.'* 

Thefe  fentiments  of  Boguflaus  were  too  agree- 
able to  the  intentions  of  the  fcditious  to  meet 
with  any  contradiction.  On  fuch  occafions  the 
eyes  of  the  multitude  are  fixed  upon  him  who 
has  moft  boldnefs  and  refolution.  '  Boguflaus 
was  unanimoufly  proclaimed  general  of  the  ar*  ^ 
my,  and  they  thinly  difguifed  their  revolt  under  * 
the  name  of  the  Confederation. 

The  new  general  laid  a  great  part  of  the  coun- 
try under  contribution,  and  prefently  after  dif- 
patched  his  deputies  to  the  fenate.  When  they 
came  thither,  they  boldly  demanded,  that  the 
army,  which  confifted  of  30,000  men,  Ihould 
be  paid  all  the  arrears  which  were  due  to  them  for 
ten  year^paft.  Thefe  demands  were  accompanied 
with  menaces,  and  all  flood  amazed  to  fee  the 
republic  thus  braved  by  its  'fubje6ls,  and  laws  in 
this  manner  attempted  to  be  impofed  upon  it. 

But  this  demand,  though  made  by  mutineers, 
was  notwithflanding  juit.  All  the  world  was 
convinced,  that  it  was  both  reafonable  and  necci^ 
iary,  but  the  means  were  wanting  to  fatisfy  it^; 
as  the  finances  had  beeo^br  foQie  time  paid  in  the 

hands 


ttIS1*0RY   OP   POLAND.  ftl3 

hands  of  that  fort  of  people  who  live  upon  the 
•lisfortunes  of  the  public.  It  was  then  propofed 
to  apply  the  treafures  hoairded  up  by  Sobielki  to 
this  ufe  ;  bat  the  retreat  and  proteftations  of  the 
deputy  of  Czernichovia  warded  off  fo  fatal  a 
blow  from  the  royal  family. 

This  ftep  broke  up  the  diet,  which  could  not 
be  renewed  but  by  the  removal  of  the  oppoiitioiu 
Part  of  the  deputies,  however,  agreed  upon  thir- 
teen articles,  whkii  principally  concerned  the 
cftablilhroent  of  the  Romifli  religion,  the  liberty 
of  the  election,  which  was  limited  toxthe  time  in- 
terpofed  betwixt  the  15  th  of  May  and  the  i6th 
of  June ;  the  payment  of  the  army,  and  the  af- 
fairs of  the  late  king's  houftiold.  One  of  thefe 
articles  excluded  all  the  Piafts,  Or  natives  of  Ac 
country,  from  the  crown,  that  by  this  means  all 
troubles  might  be  prevented  which  could  arifc 
from  jealoufy. 

There  were  likewife  fome  fruitlefs  attempts  in 
the  diet  to  make  up  the  differences  between 
prince  Sapieha,  the  palatine  of  Wilna,  and  grand 
general  of  Lithuania,  and  the  biihop  of  Wilna, 
who  had  excommunicated  him  for  quartering  his 
troops  upon  the  eftates  of  the  nobility  and  clergy. 
Some  time  after  the  breaking  up  of  the  diet,  Sie 
army  of  Lithuania  entered  into  a  confederation, 
under  the  command  of  Oginlki,  grand  enfign  of 
fhe  duchy.  The  eftates  of  Sapieha  and  his  ad- 
herents were  plundered  by  thefe  new  rebels,  who 
loiarched  againfl  them,  and  cut  off  a  great  num- 
ber of  them. 

While  Sapieha  was  obftinately  facrificing  thenar 
to  his  own  vengeance,  rather  than  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  public,  his  couriers  intercepted  a 
letter  from  the  palatine  of  Viteplk  to  the  queen ; 
\a  which  he  conjured  h«r  to  di^atch  with  all 
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fceed  a  frcih  fupply  of  money,  to  refcue  Oginfki 
frorh  the  danger  to  which  he  was  expofed.  Sa- 
picha  caufed  this  letter  to  be  regiltered,  and  fenf 
a  copy  of  it  to .  all  the  dieiines  throughout  the 
kingdom,  cliargii^g  the  queen  With  the  revolt  of 
the  army  of  Lithuania.  The  leflir  diets  received 
the  imprcirion  which  the  grand  general  intended 
they  ihould,  andttie  queen*s  party  was  ib  ihocked 
v.llh  this  uuforcfeen  accident,  that  they  afterwards 
w  ithdrew  thcmfelvefi  from  public  notice. 

The  Ab]>e  de  Poli^inac,  ambaflador  of  France 
in  Poland,  building  his  hopes  on  thele  late  cir- 
cumftaiices,  and  perceiving  that  the  troubles  of 
Lithuania  would  be  an  obftacle  to  the  carrying 
on  of  his  defigns,  prevailed  upon  the  Ion  of  Sa- 
pieha,  petty  marfhal  of  the  duchy,  and  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  of  Oginfti,  to  labour  at  art 
accommodation  with  his  old  friend :  and  one  of 
the  private  conditions  of  the  treaty  was  to  be  the 
trnion  of  the  two  parties  in  favour  of  the  can- 
didate whom  the  ambaflador  of  France  Ihould 
propofe. 

The  Abbe  Polignac^s  project  iucceeded,  and  the 
agreement  being  figned,  the  confederates  fubmit- 
led  to  the  grand  general.  Oginiki  was  very 
much  blamed  for  coming  to  an  accommodation, 
without  including  the  bilhop  of  Wilna,  who  had 
been  the  pretext  of  the  confederation. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  army  of  Poland,  under 
the  command  of  Boguflaus,  plundered  Ruflia, 
while  the  Tartars,  to  the  number  of  50,000,  laid 
w^fie  Volhinia.  They  returned  loaded  wdth 
fpoils,  carr)^ing  back  with  them  a  great  number 
of  flaves  into  their  own  country.  There  were, 
but  few  faithful  troops  at  this  time  left  to  the  re- 
public to  rcftrain  the  irruptions  of  the  Tartars ;  and 
thefe  had  bulinefs  enough  upon  their  hands  from 
2  the 
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the  toBfederate  army.  Poland  was  under  the  ap« 
preheniion  of  a  feoond  irruption  from  thoie  bar- 
^{>arians^  when  the  French  ambaiikdor  ofleied  to 
divert  the  ftorm  by  compounding  the  bufine& 
with  the  Suhan  for  100,000  florins^  Such  were 
the  methods  made  ufe  of  by  that  able  minifter 
to  fix  the  Poles  more  firmly  in  his  intereil^  whom 
he  had  already  gained  by  his  ma^ificence  and 
politeneTs,  and  by  that  noble  addrete  and  opennofs 
of  behaviour  which  never,  fail  of  procuring  ref* 
pedt  and  confidence. 

1697.  In  the  mean  time,  all  the  negotiations 
with  tne  confederate  army  fell  to  the  ground. 
The  general  of  thofe  troops  plundered  the  coun<^ 
try  adjacent  to  Warfaw,  and  detached  twelve 
coQipanies,  which  entered  into  Royal  PruiBa* 
They  more  particularly  ravaged  the  efi^ate  of  the 
late  king's  tamily ;  which  raifed  a  fufpidon  that 
the  ambaflador  of  France  held  fbme  comefpoa- 
dence  with  them,  and  that  he  was  .  defirous  to 
put  the  royal  family  out  of  a  condition  to  fupport 
their  intereft  in  the  enfuing  eleAion,  that  the 
candidate  proposed  by  him  might  find  no  obr 
flacle  from  that  quarter.  The  politicians  like-* 
wife  gave  out,  that  he  had  promifed  thofe  troops 
all  the  pay  that  was  due  to  them,  befide  libeml 
contributions  for  their  voices. 

One  bold  and  timely  fhroke,  however,  proved 
~  a  more  powerful  remedy  than  all  the  applications 
which,  till  then,  had  been  made  to  the  rebels. 
Boguflaus,  vrho  was  ever  at  the  head  of  the  con- 
federates, difowned  the  treaty  concluded  by  his 
deputies  at  Leopold,  and  ventured  to  juftify  his 
condu&by  amanifeflo.  The  commiflioners  of 
the  republic  afTembled  in  that  citv,  to  bring  back 
the  army  to  their  duty,  made  a  decree^  by  whidi 
the  marfhal  of  the  confederation^  and  j^is  ioldiers, 
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were  declared  enemies  to  their  country.  A  great 
number  of  the  confederates  found  in  Boguflaus  a 
mere  tjTant,  and  feemeddifpofcd  to  quit  his  co- 
lours, and  to  accept  the  indemnity  offered  them 
by  the  republic.  This  general  had  indeed  ex- 
cited their  envy  by  a  prafufion,  which  would 
fcarcely  have  been  pardonable  in  a  fovereign 
prince.  Beliae,  having  difclaimcd  the  deputies 
of  the  arns^,  who  treated  with  the  bilhop  of 
Plotiko,  and  the  other  commiflioners  of  the  re- 
public, at  Leopold,  he  had  condemned  the  prin- 
cipal of  them  to  lote  his  head.  This  arbitrary 
proceeding  gained  him  the  difaffection  of  tlic 
confederates,  and  excited  compaflion  for  the  mi- 
ferable  deputy,  Snpix)rting  the  jealoufy  they 
had  already  conceived'  againil  the  general,  forty 
companies  divided  from  the  reft  of  the  army,  who 
were  upon  the  point  of  following  their  example. 
Boguflaus,  fully  -fenfiblc  of  the  blow  which  this 
defection  gave  to  his  authority,  and  apprehend- 
ing that  he  might  not  foon  be  in  fo  good  a  con- 
dition to  obtain  advantageous  terms,  haftened  ttt 
iiibmit,  that  he  might  not  draw  upon  himielf  the 
indignation  of  the  diet,  which  was  then  upon 
the  point  of  meeting.  Count  Jablonowiki,  who 
was  fufpedled  to  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  confede- 
ration, promoted  thetreaty,  and  took  great  caie 
'to  efface  the  fihalleft  footfteps  of  that  rebellion. 
Such  was  tlion  the  fituation  of  Poland,  whofe 
misfortunes  ariling  from  the  private  intrigues  of 
ihc  pretenders  to  the  crown,  were  every  day  ia- 
crealing.  At  iirft  thcTe  appeared  but  a  iiQall 
number  of  candidates  upon  the  ftage,  but  they 
foon  after  offered  themfelves  in  great  abundance. 
Prince  James,  the  late  king's  eldeft  fon,  his  fc- 
cond  fon  prince  Alexander,  the  eledlor  of  Bava- 
ria, the  grand  marlbal  of  the  crown^  the  grand 
•^  .  .  general 
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gtierai  oF  Lithuania^  Opalinius  ftarofl:  of •  Ijfo- 
wemicyfti,  the  princes  of  Gpntii  Lorrain>  Baden^ 
and  Ney^biirg,  were  all  upon  the  lifts.  ' 

Befide  the  favour  of  the  palatinates,  the  ad- 
vantages on  prince  James's  fide  were,  the  {be- 
Vicds  done  by  his  father  ;  the  reputation  himfalf ' 
had  gdined  in  two  battles  againft  the  Turks^  and 
at  tlie  raifing  of  the  fiege  of  Vienna ;  the  alUanpe 
he  had  contra6lcd  \f  ith  divers  fovereign  poivers, 
by  efpoufing  a  princefs  of  Newburg,  whofe  fifteirs 
Inared  the  thrones  of  the  Empire,  Spain,  ai^d 
Portugal ;  the  inclinations  of  the  king  of  S^- 
den,  the  czar  of  Mufcovy,  the  eledlor  palatine, 
tod  the  elector  of  Bavaria. 

But  all  thefe  advantages  were  counterbalanced 
by  the  queen  his  mother,  who  was  eagerly  bent 
on  placing  her  fecond  fon  upon  the  throne. 
Prince  James,  in  great  indignation  at  the  queen's 

-  conduct,   forbore  to  pay  her  the  reipedl  which 

was  due  to  a  mother.     And  for  her  part,  if  ever 

■flie  recoUbdled  that  he  was  her  fon,  it  was  only 

fr  to  give  an  edge  to  her  hatred,  and  to  diflervc  him 
with  the  greater  wantith ;  but  ihc  paid  dear  for 
her  ill  treatment  of  him.  Convinced  at  laft  by 
time,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  her  to  raife  her 
fecond  fon  to  the'  throne,  aml^ition  wrought  in 
her  the  office  of  nature :  flie  efpoufed  the  intereft 
of  her  eldeft  fon,  talked  of  him  in  a  different 
language  from  what  Ihe  had  hitherto  ufed,  and 
defcribed  him  in  moft  amiable  colours,  fiut  it 
was  then  too  late,  and  the  impreffion  Ihe  had 
already  made,  was  too  deep  to  be  effaced.  It 
was  to  no  purpofe  that  fhe  folicited  the  ambaifa-  , 
dor  of  France  to  join  with  her  in   favour  of      "^^^ 

'  prince  James  :  that  minifter  was  far  from  enter- 
ing into  her  views^;  he  had  even  made  an  advan- 
ce 2  tage 


ige  tf(  tte  divifions  between  the  mofher  and  ^t 
f^,  to  weaken  the  intereft  of  the  latter,  and 
help  forwatd  the  fcheme  of  letting  the  crown  of 
l^bfimd  upon  the  head  of  th6  Prince  of  Conti. 
Sap^pprted  by  the  court  of  Prance,  and  beloved 
by  the  Pblifti  'noWlity,  who  allowed  him  the  li- 
berty  of  continuing  at  Wariaw,  while  they  per- 
fl^ei  m  keeping  the  queen  at  a  diftance,  he 
thou^  it  was  time  to  declare  the  candidate  for 
trt^ofe  advancement  he  was  folicitous.  This  he 
did  in  a  difcourfe  addreflfed  to  the  diet  of  Poland^ 
The  ambaifador  (poke  with  that  flrong  and  mov- 
ing eloquence,  which  at  the  fame  time  convinced 
and  perfuades.  He  laid  before  the  Poles  the 
tmum  of  Louis  XIV.  with  the  late  king  Sobiefki ; 
the  alliance  of  the  two  nations,  almoft  from  time 
imn^morial ;  the  correl^ndence  of  manners  be- 
tween the  French  and  roles  ;  the  folidity  of  the 
'  treaties  made  by  the  republic  under  the  proteAion 
of  France,  and  the  power  and  glory  of  the  kingi 
his  matter,  whofe  forces  he  offered  them  againlt 
their  enemies  t  and  concluded  his  difcourfe  vriih 
flattering  them  as  the  only  people  who  had  prc- 
fenred  to  themfelves  the  privilege  of  crowning 
virtue. 

*  Immediately  the  oppofite  parties  to  the  prince, 
of  G>nti,  though  divided  among  themfelves  by 
different  interefts,  joined  together  to  fet  afide  hij» 
eledion.  All  the  courts  in  Europe  refounded 
the  complaints  which  were  brought  thither,  and 
the  minifters  of  the  allies  at  war  with  France 
took  care  to  fpread  them  throughout  all  Poland. 

Nor  were  thefe  the  only  methods  made  ufe  of 
in  prejudice  to  the  prince  of  Conti.  The  bifhop 
of  Cujavia,  to  take  off  from  the  zeal  of  Abt>c 
Polignac,  wrote  to  that  ambaffador^  to  dcfire  he 

would 
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would  defiil  from  any  fruitleis  attempta,  and  fare 
the  king  his  mafter  Uie  difcredit  of  not  fucceed- 
ing  in  fuch  an  affair  as  this. 

Poli^nac  publiihed  the  anfwer  he  gave  to  the 
prelates  letter.  After  having  confuted  hia  oi^ 
jedtions,  he  drew  the  charadler  of  fuch  a  king  as 
Poland  required ;  delcribed  the  prince  of  O^ti, 
compared  the  two  pi^ures,  and  fhewed  their  ex« 
a£l  refemblance.  He  di^layed  in  flrong  terms 
the  luivantages  the  republic  would  find  in  the 
ele<flion  of  a  prince  of  France^  whofe  country 
was  divided  from  Poland  by  the  interpofition  of 
vafl  ieas  and  immehfe  territories ;  advantages 
which  could  not  occur  in  any  princes  who,  frou^ 
their  neighbourhood  to  the  kingdom^  niigl^t  makA 
them  tremble  for  their  liberty.  He  then  mad^ 
large  pronufes  to  the  nobility,  and  concluded  with 
deuring  the  bifhop  of  Cujavia  to  embrace  the 
party  which,  as  he  afferted,  was  mofl  favpurablc 
to  the  interefl  of  the  republic. 

This  anfwer  did  not  go  without  a  reply.  The 
author  of  the  reply  rallied  the  Poles  for  biting  at 
the  golden  hook  which  France  had  c%&  out  for 
them.  He  then  difculfcd  the  reafons  and  prpmtfe$ 
of  the  French  ambaffador,  and  concluded  with 
faying,  that  Poland  wanted  a  king  to  make  wat 
upon  the  Turks,  and  not  upon  Chriftian  princes^ 
which  could  not  morally  be  expected  from  the 
prince  of  Conti.  There  were  likewiie  fent  abroad 
Ibme  other  remarks  upon  ?hc  French  minifler*a 
letter.  But  what  concerned  him  fno&  in  this  af- 
&ir  was,  the  anger  the  queen  expreifed  ags^infl 
him,  who  charged  him  with  having  fpok^n  dif« 
refpe<5lfuUy  of  her,  upon  the  bilhop  of  Cujavia'^ 
faying  in  his  lett^,  thftt  the  example  qf  the  qoee^, 
who  was  a  French  woman,  diverted  Polana  fron* 
any  thoughts  of  ndvanqng  a  Fr^n^h  j>riof^^  Sha 

fit  3  com- 
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complained  of  it  to  the  Abbe  de  Polignac  in  a 
very  angry  letter.  The  minifter  wrote  te»  her 
majeily,  by  way  of  excufe,  in  hopes  to  pacify 
Ker :  Dut  this  ftep  produced  a  reply  more  foil  of 
refentment  even  than  the  former. 

.But  thefe  were  not  the  only  contradi<5Hons  Po- 
lignac had  to  ftruggle  with  from  the  enemies  of 
Frande.  After  having  alarmed  the  powers  of 
Europe,  upon  the  ele<!:l:ion  of  the  prince  of  Conti, 
and^ attempted  to  divert  the  ambaffador  from  the 
purfuit  of  his  fcheme,  they  fent  word  to  the 
court  of  France,  that  they  fufFered  themfelves  to 
be  mifled  by  the  enemies  of  the  houfe  of  Sobiefr 
ki ;  that  the  great  hopes,  which  made  fuch  a  fhew 
in  the  prince  of  ContVs  eyes  in  France,  were  but 
fklfe  lights  in  Poland;  and  that,  laftly,  it  was  a 
mere  chimaera  to  imagine  that  Poland  would 
ever  fet  a  Frenchman  upon  the  throne  of  the  re- 
public. The  miniftry  of  France,  without  giving 
car  too  much  to  thefe  inlinuations,  thought  it 
yet  prudent  not  to  pafs  them  over  abfolutely  with 
negleft.  Abbe  de  Caflagneres  de  Chateauneuf 
was  therefore  fccretly  difpatched  in  February  un-- 
der  the  character  of  envoy  extraordinary.  Upon 
his  arrival  in  Poland  in  the  month  of  April,  he 
confirmed  the  hopes  of  the  court  of  France,  and 
fent  word,  that  two  things  only  were  wanting  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  ambaffador's  negotiations, 
which  were,  the  mal^ng  good  his  promifes,  and 
the  prince's  prefence. 

while  one  part  of  the  Polifh  nobility  was  fell- 
ing the  crown  to  -the  prince  of  Conti,  the  palati- 
nates pf  Qracow,  Siradia,  and  Leopold,  propofed 
a  new  Candidate  ;  and  this  candidate  was  Livio 
Odcfcalchi,  the  nephew  of  Pope  Innocent  XL 
This  prince  made  mighty  offers  to  the  diet ;  |jis 
l^calth  was  fet  forth  with  ofientation ;  and  tijia 

wa?. 


-was  te  be  given  to  the  republic  as  an  hofiagc  for 
the  performance  of  his  promifcs. 

The  Poles,  who  are  naturally  fond  of  raillery, 
repaid  the  Italian's  good-will  with  a  pafquinade, 
and  the  confiflorial  advocate  Monti-Caflini  his  en- 
voy had  the  vexation  to  fee  himfelf  traduced  as  the 
folicitor  of  a  caufe,  which,  they  faid,  his  mafter 
was  profecuting  in  Poland.  To  thefe  railleries 
tliey  added,  that  Odefcalchi,  to  gain  his  point, 
was  fending  over  into  Poland  all  the  curiofities  of 
Italy,  fuch  as  the  drawings  of  great  mafters,  and 
antique  llatues,  which  were  valued  at  confider- 
aible  fums  in  the  catalogue  of  them  which  he 
eaufed  to  be  fent  abroad.  They  faid  farther, 
that  he  defigned  a  medal  of  Otho  in  brafs,  for 
the  payment  of  two  quarters  of  the  army  ;  and. 
fliat,  laftly,  he  would  engage  to  grace  Poland  with 
the  ftatucs  of  Pafquin  and  Morfbrio,  as  foon  as 
he  fhould  be  crowned. 

The  prince  of  Newburg  alfo  appeared  among 
the  pretenders,  but  without  money,  and  far  from 
being  the  dupe  of  the  ele6\or's  avarice. 

The  prince  of  Baden  likewifc,  one  of  the  great* 
eft  generals  of  his  age,  offered  himfclt'  in  the 
Humber  of  the  competitors.  His  valour  had  Se- 
cured the  throne  of  the  empire,  faved  Tranfilva- 
nia,  and  triumphed  over  the  Turks  at  Salamke- 
men.  Germany  owed  to  him  the  lafety  of  the 
confederate  army  upon  the  Rhine,  and  he  was 
befide  the  lord  of  a  country  rich  enough  to  fup- 
port  its  prince  without  injuring  his  eledive  do- 
minions, and  a  country,  too,  fo  fituate  as  to 
give  no  umbrage  to  the  Polifh  liberty.  The  elec- 
tor of  Brandenbourg,  who  ferved  him  upon  this 
occafion,  made  him  pay  for  his  Intcreft,  by  en- 
gaging him  to  promife  the  ceffion  of  the  fove- 
reignty  of  Royal  Pruflia,  and  the  difcharge  of  the 
Q4  fealty 
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fealty  and  homage  which  that  prince  ot^ed  to 
Poland  for  Ducal  Pniflisi* 

The  diike  of  Lon^in^s  mother  wrote  to  the 
diet  in  favour  of  her  foo ;  but  he  wad  only  eigh- 
teen years  old,  and  ftripped  of  his  dominions^ 
a  iituation  by  no  means  favourable  to  the  pur-^ 
chafing  of  a  crown.  It  is  not  now  known  for  what 
reafons  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  might  have 
obtained  iufirages,  on  a  fudden  forbore  to  folicit 
them.  Some  have  fkid,  that  he  followed  the 
views  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  Ijdd  a  mihd 
Jdill  to  continue  him  at  the  head  of  their  troops 
in  the  Low  Countries,  in  oppofition  to  France ; 
bnt  the  interefi  of  another  does  not  feem  to  be  a 
mptive  powerful  enough  to  make  4ny  man  de- 
cline the  acceptance  of  a  crown. 

Tlie  grand  marfhal  of  the  crown,  Ojialinius 
the  rich  flarofl  of  Nowemicyfki,  and  the  grand 
general  count  Jablonowfki,  the  firfl  fecular  fe-r 
iiator  in  the  kingdom,  likewife  entered  the  lifls. 
It  was  thought  the  queen,  defpairing  of  the  ad« 
vanc^njent  of  her  own  family,  employed  the  fee- 
ble repiains  of  her  party  in  fevour  of  Jablonow- 
fki, upon  condition  that  by  marrying  her,  he 
fhould  give  back  to  her  one  half  of  the  crown, 
which  he  would  owe  wholly  to  her  interef):. 

The  prince  of  Conti,  born  brave,  as  were  ?tll 
the  Bourbons,  was  beloved  by  the  people  for  his 
affability.  He  was  trained  up  to  the  art  of  war 
under  the  diredlion  of  his  uncle  the  prince  of 
Condc,  and  had  given  glorious  proofs,  not  only 
of  his  fkill  in  the  theory  of  that  fcience,  but  of 
his  prudence  in  the  pradlice,  and  a  thoufand  other 
excellent  qualifications,  Such  was  the  king 
whom  Abbe  Polignac  offered  to  Polapd.  And 
the  competitors  of  this  prince  had  indeed  feveral 
adherents^  bi^t  there  wer?  ^nit^d  in  hhn  alone 
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more  valuable  properties  than  all  the  reft  coful4 
toother  toaft  of. 

The  ambafladof  of  France  began  to  Ihink^ 
with  all  Poland,  that  the  prince  of  Conti  would 
prevail  over  his  competitors^  when  a  jftill  more 
tbrmidable  rival  rofe  up  to  fiaggo:  his  hopes*,. 
Frederic  Auguftus,  eleclor  of  Saxony,  having 
had  a  conference  at  Drefden  with  John  Przeben- 
dowiki  daftcUan  of  Culm,  who  had  married  the 
daughter  of  general  Fleming  the'  favourite  of 
AuguAus,  and  lince  his  firfl  miniAer^  followed 
the  infiruAions  of  that  Poliih  gentleman.  This 
caftellan,  at  iirft,  embraced  the  intereft  of  the 
prince  of  Conti ;  but  defigning  to  raife  his  for- 
tune by  his  fufFrage,  and  connderiag  that  there 
were  a  great  number  in  that  party,  who  by  their 
rank  and  merit  would  naturally  be  preferred  be- 
fore him  when  the  prince  came  to  reward  tfaoie 
who  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne,  he  refolved  to 
apply  himfelf  to  a  candidate  who  ihould  owe  .his 
advancement  only  to  him.  He  was  a  bold  man, 
and  formed  for  political  intrigue ;  but  is  ^id  to 
have  been  not  fo  brave  in  the  field,  as  wife  ii^  a 
diet.  His  alliance  with  Fleming  was  the  origin 
of  the  rife  of  Augullus. 

Przebendowlki  having  written  to  this  general^ 
to  fumifh  him  with  the  fentiments  of  Germany 
on  the  ele^ion  of  a  king  of  Poland,  Fleming 
made  anfwer,  tliat  the  eleiSlor  of  Saxony  was 
delirous  of  being  ranked  in  the  number  of  the 
pretenders  to  the  crown.  Upon  this  the  cailellan 
privately  took  a  jounie^  to  Drefden,  and  con- 
ferred with  the  eledtor  upon  the  means  of  fuc- 
ceeding  in  his  defign.  He  declared  to  him,  that 
the  ambaffador  of  France  was  not  able  to  get 
any  nK>re  money  from  the  bankers,  fince  he.  had 
taken  up  600^000  livres,  which  were  already  dif- 
tiributed  ^mon^  the  Poles;   that  it  was  hardly 

probable 
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probable  the  king  of  France  would  hazard  the' 
,  lending  of  money  in  fpecie^  efpecially  at  a  time 
when  it  would  be  difficult  to  hinder  his  enemies 
from  feizing  upon  the  fupply,  of  which  they 
very  much  flood  in  need  toward  carrj^ing  on  the 
war ;  that  the  ele6tor  need  only  make  his  offers, 
and  he  muft  gain  the  crown  ;  that  the  nobility 
concerned  would  be  always  more  flrongly  influ- 
enced by  ready  money,  than  the  fums  they  had 
either  already  rceeived,  or  were  only  in  hope  of 
having  hereafter ;  and  that  laftty,  among  people 
who  fought  for  nothing  but  money,  the  lalt  giver 
had  always  more  intereft  than  thofe  who  had  aU 
ready  fpent  their  fubftance  upon  them. 

The  elector,  purfuant  to  thefe  infbnftions,  laid 
up  the  funds  that  were  necefTary;  and  having 
taken  his  meafures  with  the  court  of  Rome  to- 
warcj  removing  the  obflaclc  of  religion,  he  pri- 
vately fent  cojonel  Fleming  -to  Warfaw.  This 
minifter  prefented  the  ambaflador  with  a  letter 
from  the  eledlor.  Abbe  Polignac  was  furprized, 
when  they  afked  him,  if  he  had  received  no  or- 
der* from  the  king,  with  whom  the  elector  infi- 
n\iated  that  he  had  treated  by  the  mediation  of 
cardinal  Janfon.  He  very  civilly  anfwered,  that 
he  had  no  orders;  that,  belide,  he  did  not  know 
what  foundation  the  elc6lor  had  for  the  incjairj' ; 
that  the  hopes  of  the  prince  of  Conti  were  never 
in  a  better  lituation  than  at  prefent ;  that  his 
eleiloral  highnefs  was  perhaps  prevailed  on  by' 
themifreports  that  were  fpread  abroad,  and  whicn 
were  merely  an  artifice  of  the  queen's ;  and  that, 
laftly,  France  would  fupply  him  abundantly  with 
all  the  fums  of  money  that  fliould  be  rcquifitc  upon 
any  occafion. 

The  court  of  Drefden,  not  fatisfied  with  the 
ambaflfador's  anfwer,  purfued  brilkly  their  fcheme, 
which  was  loon  put  in  pradtice, 


>., 
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Meanwhile  the  day  fixed  for  the  diet  of  clee^ 
tion  drew  nigh.  They  hailcncd  to  finiflithc 
fort  and  bridge  which  arc  uliially  built  over  the 
Viftula  upon  the  cleftion  of  a  king;  on  the 
1 5th  of  May,  the  primate  opened  the  diet  with 
the  ufiial  ceremonies,  and  the  bifhop  of  Plotfko 
made  a  speech,  to  exhort  the  Poles  to  hiy  afide 
cabaUing,  and  confer  tlic  crown  upon  the  mofii 
deferving  candidate. 

The  diet  however  could  come  to  no  conclu-r 
lion  before  the  cleAion  of  a  diredlor  or  marihal, 
whom  the  Greater  Poland  was  to  fupply.  But 
tliey  could  not  agree  about  the  choice  of  this  of- 
ficer. The  queen's  party,  and  the  faftioQ  of 
France,  were  defirous  that  the  election  Ihould 
fell  upon  a  perfon  devoted  to  their  particular  in-t 
terefts.  After  great  difficulties,  it  was  determined 
at  laft  to  put  an  end  to  them,  by  referring  the 
eledlion  of  the  marfhal  to  the  votes  of  the  pof- 
polite.  Humiecki  marfhal  of  the  preliminary 
diet,  who  for  that  very  reafon  was  excluded  from 
all  claim  to  this  dignity,  coUedled  the  voices, 
and  the  majority  inclined  to  .count  Bieltniki.  Of 
all  the  pretenders  this  lord  was  the  moft  agreeable 
to  France.  He  had  married  the  daughter  of 
count  Morilein,  who  had  a  great  eftate  in  that* 
kingdom ;  and  this  lady,  who  had  a  heart  entirely 
French,  had  great  intereft  among  the  two  orders 
of  the  nobility,  and  a  great  afcendancy  over  her 
hufband. 

-  1 698.  A  month  was  fpent  in  debates  before  Bic- 
linlki  was  ele6ted  marfhal  of  the  diet.  It  was  in 
this  great  aflembly  on  the  15th  ojf  January  16985 
that  the  crown  was  adtually  cxpofed  to  fale.   The 

fretenders  bid  for  it  to  a  degree  of  extravagance; 
ut  the  avarice  of  the  nobility  was  too  great  to 
l)e  iatisfied. 

The 
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The  agent  of  the  cleftor  of  Saxony  very  pro- 
perly dillributed  large  fums  among  the  nobility, 
and  omitted  nothing  that  might  ruin  the  oppo- 
lite  parties.  He  very  artfully  oppoied  the  ckeds 
of  Saxony  to  the  promifes  of  France ;  and  no 
day  pafled,  but  he  found  means  to  draw  over 
fome  voices  from  the  rivals  of  his  mailer.  An 
affair  fo  well  conftrufted,  and  fupported  by  furfi 
a6iual  performances,  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
prince's  greatnefs.  He  ^vas  not  ignorant  that  the 
contending  parties  would  each  keep  firm  to  their 
reipedlive  candidate;  but  he  at  the  fame  time 
fbrefaw  that  to  avoid  a  rupture,  they  would  be  at 
lafl  obliged  to  caft  their  eyes  upon  a  third  per- 
fon,  who  would  pay  them  liberally  for  uieir 
voices,  which  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  coming  to 
^kn  agreement  mufl:  eventually  procure  for  him. 

Nor  was  he  miflaken  in  his  expectations.  As 
the  promifes  of  France  were  not  performed,  the 
friends  of  the  prince  of  Conti,  meeting  at  the 
cardinal  primate's,  tlie  palatine  of  Wiba  com- 
plained heavily  of  the  delays  of  France.  Hiey 
thought,  however,  that  the  prince's  arrival  would 
haflen  the  fulfilment  of  the  ambafTador's  pro-^ 
mifes;  and  therefore  they  diipatched  letters, 
which  were  already  draMrn  up,  to  preis  the  prince 
to  haflen  into  Poland. 

After  many  debates,  the  diet  gave  audience  to 
the  ambafTadors  of  foreign  powers.  Davia,  the 
pope's  nuncio,  was  heard  on  the  20th  day  of  the 
month,  and  the  bifhop  of  Paffau,  his  imperial 
majefly's  ambaiTador,  was  admitted  on  the  day 
following.  The  fuperfcription  of  the  letter,  which 
that  minifler  prefented  from  his  mailer,  gaive 
great  ofitence.  The  addrefs  was,  Incht^  Riifmt^ 
iiC4r.  They  would  have  had  him  have  added 
iferenijimit;  but  he  excuied  himfelf,  hy  &}ingf 
That  he  could  change  nothing  of  his  own  autho« 

rity. 
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Yity.  ^his  incident,  jc^ned  to  his  n^'kiog  ufe  pf 
the  W(Mfd  Vqs^  itiftead  af  the  tenns  of  honour  due 
to  a  crowned  Kpublic,  difobliged  the  afliflants  to 
lb  hi^  a  do^ee,  that  they  viokntly  abqfed  him: 
notwitbiUnding  this  he  continued  his  difcoprfe^ 
but  with  fo  much  fpite  and  ftary,  that  the  blood 
ftarted  from  his  face,  jind  he  was  obliged  to  retire. 

Abbe  Polignac,  inforeied  that  prince  James's 
.  frj)bnds  were  refolved  to  revenge  upon  him  Ac 
affront  offered  to  the  emperor's  minifter,  inftead 
of  appearing  at  the  diet,  printed  his  oiFers,  and 
difhributed  them  «figned  with  his  hand,  apd  ^led 
with  his  arms.  By  thi^  precaution  he  avoided 
expoiing  his  dignity,  and  diiappointed  the  ill  in- 
tentions of  his  enemies* 

Difficulties  however  rofe  one  upon  another, 
and  the  minifter  of  France  flood  in  need  of  all 
his  ability  to  furmount  them*  The  bifhop  of 
Plotfko,  Dzialihlki,  and  Wapowiki,  came  to  him 
from  the  council,  and  told  him,  tlmt  as  he  had 
not  yet  been  able  to  make  good  his  promi&s,  it 
lecmed  impoffible  to  avoid  the  rupture  of  which 
they  were  apprehenfive;  and  laftly,  that  there  was 
but  one  way  of  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of  the  re- 
public, and  fupporting  the  honour  of  France;  this 
expedient  was,  to  confent  to  the  choite  of  the 
dciftor  of  Saxony,  who  would  indemnify  hi* 
moft  chriftian  majefty  for  all  the  expences  he  had 
been  at  in  Poland,  and  acknowledge  that  he  owf  d 
his  crown  to  the  ambaflador  of  France, 

But  this  remonftrance  made  no  hnprefiian. 
The  caftellan  of  Kalifch,  the  ambaffador's  inti- 
mate friend,  had  been  with  him  the  night  before, 
and  they  had  agreed  upon  an  anfwer  to  be  gjiven 
10  tlie  deputies.  Abbe  Polignac  waited  upon 
them  to  the  council,  and  there  anitnadyerted 
with  great  eloquence  on  the  many  dangers  to 
which  both  the  religion  and  tlie  liberty  of  Po- 
I  land 
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land  riiuft  be  cxpofed  undet  a  Lutheran  ihd  a  Gef> 
man  king*  *'  Are  you  no  longer"  (faid  he)  "  a|f-i 
•*  prehenfive  of  a  nation  which  you  have  fo  oftcW 
•*  excluded  from  tht  throne  ?  Can  Gtermaaiy  hojie' 
•*  for  mote  favourable  circumftances  of  revenging 
'  '^  upon  Poland  the  many  abulive,  thougli  juft, 
**  refufals  Ihe  has  received,  or  of  preventing  the 
•^  like  affronts  for  the  future,  than  by  introducing 
«*  flavery  and  Lutheranifm  ?"  The  ambafTaddr, 
not  obferving  the  aflfembly  to  be  moved,  found 
he  muft  fet  other  engines  at  work  to  make  the 
impreilion  he  defigned.  *•  Well  then,"  conti- 
nued he  in  a  vehement  tone,  *^  fince  you  fuffcr 
^^  yourlclves  to  be  caft  down  upon  the  flightcft 
"  occalion,  and  force  me  to  wilh  you  had  more 
**  refolution,  we  will  finilh  without  you  the  work 
^*  you  have  helped  us  tb  begin,  I  fhall  not  have 
"  relied  in  vain  upon  a  brave  nobility ;  if  all 
**  their  efforts  prove  ineffedliual,  prince  JameSr 
•*  fhall  be  the  better  for  your  weaknefs.  It  is  to 
"  him  we  will  give  the  crown.  'Tis  he  fhall  af- 
**  cend  the  throne,  which  religion,  the  intereft, 
*^  liberty^  and  honour  of  France,  will  not  fuffer 
**  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  eledlor  of  Saxony." 

This  difcourfe  made  an  impreflion  upon  the 
afTembly.  The  council  repeated  their  promife  of 
ferving  the  prince  of  Conti,  without  any  difTen- 
tients,  except  the  palatme  of  Vitepfk  and  the 
caflellan  of  Czerfke,  who  were  gained  over  by 
two  thoufand  crowns  given  to  them  by  the  caf- 
tellan  of  Culm. 

If  the  ambalfador  of  France  had  now  been  fur- 
nifhed  with  the  neccffary  fupplics  of  money,  the 
prince  pf  Conti  had  certainly  been  king.  Potoflci 
palatine  of  Cracow  had  informed  the  cardinal  that 
if  they  would  conlign  over  to  him  50,000  crowns,, 
whereof  one  half  fhould  be  paid  down,  he  would 
pals  ov^  to  the  fide  of  France  with  all  his  pa^^t}^ 
3  '  The 
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The  want  of  money  not  allowing  the  ambaifador 
to  purchaie  his  fupply  of  voices,  he  had  th€ 
vexation  to  fee  the  eledor  of  Saxony  buy  them 
out  of  his  hands.  Tliis  example  carried  off  Jab- 
lonowfki,  the  grand  general  of  the  crown,  and 
ibme  other  lords,  whofe  defertion  neverthelefs  did 
not  fo  much  weaken  thfe  French  faction,  but  that 
it  would  have  prevailed,  had  it  not  been  for  other 
accidents  which  intervened, 
•  The  members  of  this  fa<Slion  were  guided  by 
very  different  motives.  A  fmall  number  ferved 
the  prince  of  Conti  through  an  admiration  of 
his  great  virtues,  and  the  reft  from  the  hatred 
they  bore  to  the  late  king's  family.  Prince 
James,  not  finding  his  party  fbrong  enough  to 
lupport  his  claim,  abfolutely  renounced  all  pre- 
tentions to  tlie  crown.  This  ftep  took  off  from 
the  warmth  of  fome  palatinates  for  the  prince  of 
Conti,  wh(Mn  they  recommended  indeed  in  the 
iirft  place ;  but  they  afterwards  did  as  much  fot 
the  eledlor  of  Saxony. 

The  term  fixed  by  the  diet  for  the  ele6iion  now 
drew  nigh.  The  palatinates,  confifting  of  more 
tliaa  loo^ooo  noblemen,  came  into  the  field  of 
ele6lion  m  the  plains  of  Warfaw,  on  the  2^iii 
of  June.  The  palatinates  were  divided  into 
companies,  which  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  They  were  all  on  horfeback,  except  a  few 
gentlemen,  whom  poverty  compelled  to  walk  c^ 
foot.  Armed  with  old  rufty  fcythes,  they  were 
to  appearance  a  company  of  reapers,  not  an  af- 
iembled  nobility :  but  rank  and  confequence 
might  be  difcemed  by  the  fiercenefs  of  their 
countenances,  and  the  right  of  difpofing  of  the 
crown  feemcd  written  on  their  foreheads. 

As  foon-  as  the  fenators  had  harangued  their 
palatinates  to  found  the  fentiments  of  the  nobi- 
lity, the.  palatinate  of  Flgtiko  cried^   Long  live 

Conti, 
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.  C^nti^  and  immediately  ndfed  dieir  fabres.  Si- 
nd]%  Reva^  and  the  three  palatinates  of  Prufiia 
anfwered,  l/mg  live  Conti :  the  name  of  Conii 
was  carried  from  rank  to  rank.  Przebendow&i^ 
the  foul  of  the  ele<ftor*8  party,  not  enjoying  tbcfe 
acclamations,  and  faying  to  the  Pruifians,  that 
Saxony  was  as  good  as  Conti,  narrowly  eibaped 
being  fliot  through  the  head  by  the  chamberlain 
of  Mariemburg,  a  prieft  changing  the  dire6^ioii 
of  the  piflol  with  a  iiroke  of  his  cane.  The 
friends  of  Saxony,  in  a  confternation,  protefted 
againft  whatever  fhould  be  done  in  too  haAy  an 
eled^ion,  and  procured  the  nomination  to  be  put 
off  till  the  next  day,  purfuant  to  a  law,  which 
requires  that  all  the  candidates  be  propofed  before 
the  election  is  finiihed. 

In  the  mean  time  the  minifters  of  the  federal 
competitors  laboured  earneftly  to  bring  about 
their  defigi\s.  The  French  did  all  they  could  to 
perfiiade  the  nobility,  that  the  elc6lor*6  conver- 
fion  was  a  mere  fable.  The  Saxons,  on  the 
^ther  hand,  ufed  their  utmoiJ:  endeavours  to  efia* 
blifh  its  fincerity.  They  applied  to  the  nuncio 
to  confirm  the  certificate,  which  the  bifliop  of 
Raab,  a  kinfinan  of  the  ele<9:or*s,  had  given  con- 
cerning his  converfion.  But  the  nuncio  kept  his 
word  with  the  minifters  of  France,  and  held  cn»f 
till  {tie  next  morriing,  when  circumftances  Ihcwed 
much  more  clearlv  his  real  purpofe. 

On  the  26th,  the  cardinal  primate,  according 
to  the  cuftom,  faid  mafs  in  the  church  of  St. 
John ;  the  bifhop  of  Flotflco  nlade  a  fpeech  to 
the  affembly,  in  which  he  ingenuoufly  gave  them 
to  underAand  for  what  candidate  he  was  inclined ; 
and  they  all  went  thence  into  the  field  of  elec- 
tion. The  fenalors  being  come  ink)  the  kolr, 
the  cardinal  primate  fpokc  with  gi^at  force  and 
eloquence :  *<  The  thi^one  of  the  #^public*'  (faid 

this 
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^  this  prelate)  requires  a  king  that  is  generous,- 
**  mild,  and  afiable ;  a  king^  who  is  a  foldieaf, 
^f  and  an  officer."  He  then,  named  the  compe- 
titors for  the  crown,  and  praifed  every  one  of 
them  in  particular,  with  reference  either  to  their 
.perfonal  qualifications,  or  the  dignity  of  their 
families.  He  did  not  mention  the  eledlor  of 
Saxony,  till  he  had  fpoken  of  all  the  reft  ;  and 
then  he  (aid^  it  was  but  good  manners  not  to  for- 
get that  prince,  whom  otherwife  his  zeal  fox 
Lutheranifm  would  exclude  firom  the  choice  of 
the  nobility.  After  this  difcourfe,  he  bent  one 
knee  to  the  ground,  and  lifting  up  his  eyes  and 
hands  to  Heaven,  "I  fwear"  (feid  he  with  a  loud, 
voice)  "  that  I  will  not  proclaim  any  candidata- 
"  to  be  king,  who  has  not  the  unanimous  fuf- 
**  frages  of  the  nobility;  but  I  likcwife  conjure 
*^  you  not  to  turn  your  eyes  upon  any  fubjedls, 
'^  but  fuch  as  deferve  to  oe  choien."  He  was 
ftill  fpeaking,  when  the  fenators  left  their  places 
to  put  tiiemfelves  at  the  head  of  their  palatinates. 
There  were  left  in  the  kola  none  but  the  cardi- 
nal and  the  raarfhal  of  the  diet,  who  had  infor- 
mation brought  them  of  what  was  doing  froni 
time  to  time,  according  to  which  they  iftued  out 
their  orders. 

At  laft,  the  palatinates  being  ranged  iu  order 
to  give  their  fuffrages,  three  companies  of  the 
palatinate  of  Cracow,  which  has  the  right  of 
proclaiming  firft,  at  the  folicitation  of  their  pala- 
tme  and  caftellan,  cried  out.  Long  live  James  the 
king^sfon.  One  company  of  the  palatinate  of 
Pofnania,  whofe  privilege  is  to  fpeak  next,  fol- 
lowed their  example,  but  faintly.  The  other 
companies  of  other  palatinates  raifed  their  voices 
to  the  ikies  with  pronouncing  the  name  of  Conti. 
Wilna  returned    the    acclamations  with    zeal, 

Jl  and 


24^  ttrstdRlr  OF  tohxsni* 

and  was  jcdned  by  the  reA  of  the  palatinate^. 
Whrle  the  name  of  Conti  refounded  in  erery 
rank,  tlie  word  Saxony  was  heard  with  furprizet 
to  intcmqjt  the  unanimity  of  voices.     Two  com- 

Sxkits  df  Samogitia,  which  give  their  votes  after 
e  eight  former  palatinates,  ventured  to  nominate 
the  eleftor.  The  name  of  a  Lutheran  prince  had 
nearly  drawn  upon  them  the  whole  body  of  thd 
nobility^  but  they  maintained  with  fo  much  af- 
furance,  that  the  eleftor  had  two  years  before 
abjured  his  errors  at  Rome  (a  faft  which  they  faid 
was  attefted  by  the  nuncio  himfelf ),  that  they 
gained  over  certain  Mafovite  gentlemen,  whomf 
Przebendowfki,  for  a  little  brandy  and  a  crown 
a-head,  had  difpofed  to  believe  every  thing. 

During  thefe  traniadVions,  a  gentleman  of  the 
palatinate  of  Plotfko,  dclirous  to  ihew  his  zeal 
for  the  late  king's  family,  preiiimed  to  nominate' 
prince  James,  liut  he  was  immediately  ihot 
through  ihc  head  with  a  piftol  bullet,  and  ihfi 
prince  was  no  more  Ipoken  of.  This  unjuA  and 
viol^it  action  did  not  fiifd  one  lingle  avenger 
iunong  all  that  body  of  nobility,  who  we^  eye- 
witneffes  of  the  faA. 

In  the  mean  while  the  party  df  the  prince  of 
Conti  Ihewed  themfelves  every  infiant.  The 
friends  of  the  eledbor,  apprehending  the  triumph 
of  France,  di&otched  mefiengers  to  the  empe- 
ror's ambaflador,  prefling  him  to  procure  the' 
nuncio's  atteftation  to  the  bifhop  of  Raab's  cer- 
tificate, and  adding,  that  if  that  could  not  be 
done,  all  was  loil:^  and  Conti  would  be  chofen. 
The  mmcio  readily  complied  with  whaft  was  de- 
lired  of  him.  And  Przebendowfki  ran  to  the 
aflembly  with  a  certificate  in  form,  ^nd  bis  fol- 
lowers cried  out  by  his  orders,  that  the  elo^lor 

was. 
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was  a  good  Catholic,  and  it  wa$  his  *hoIind8*ri 
requefl  that  he  Ihould  be  crowned. 

Great  numbers^  giving  credit  to  theie  dedara^ 
tions,  no\^  took  part  with  Saxony,  and  before 
jioon  hi«  fadlion  was  fuperior  to  the  parties  of 
Newburg,  Lorrain,  and  Baden.  The  cardinal 
primate,  not  being  able  to  diftinguifli  on  which 
lide  the  majority  lay,  by  reafon  of  the  noife  and 
tumult  which  confounded  their  voices,  ordi^red, 
that  the  nobility  who  favoured  Conti  ihould 
iland  on  one  fide,  while  the  firiends  of  the  other 
candidates  Ihould  range  themfelves  on  the  other. 
Of  two  hundred  and  fifty  companies  there  were 
but  thirty-fix  who  declared  for  the  rivals  of 
Conti;  and  the  prince  muft  have  been  king,  if 
the  cardinal  had  not  wanted  courage.  The  pre^ 
late  gave  greater  figns  of  irrelblution  ibme  £ew 
moments  after.  The  bifliops  of  Cujavia^  Ponia^ 
nia,  and  Livonia,  who  were  in  the  intereft  of  the 
ck6lor  of  Saxony,  retirdd  to  Warfaw,  fritted 
at  the  number  of  the  Contiftes,  and  Ac  fierce 
countenance  of  the  caftellan  of  Kalifch,  who^ 
mounted  upon  a  war^horie,  encouraged  the  no^ 
bility  to  take  up  anna,  and  cut  to  pieces  the  finaU 
number  of  opponents,  if  they  ftill  perfiiled  in 
their  obftinacy.  Under  thefe  circumftanees  the 
primate  might  have  nominated  without  oppofi*- 
tion ;  but  the  fear  of  ihedding  Polifli  blood  kiH>t 
him  unrefoH^ed,  and  he  coniented  to  put  off  the 
eledlion  till  t)^^ next  day,  under  a  pretence,  that 
it  was  then  too  lilte  to  conclude  it. 

The  principal  adherents  to-  the  elcfltor  of 
Saxony,  having  recovered  them&lves  from  the 
fright  into  which  the  party  of  Fnuace  had  thrown 
them,  met  at  the  emperor's  ambaiiador's ;  thi-^ 
ther  alfo  came  the  miinifters  of  all  the.  other  pre*- 
tendorSf  except  tlie  an^M&dor  of  France ;  aad 
R  a  ^    there 
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ihcftt  all  joined  againft  the  prince  of  Conti,  agreed 
to  fupport  the  moft  powerftil  party,  or  rather 
to  make  but  one,  in  favour  of  the  elector  of 
Saxony. 

Piirfuanf  to  thefe  refolutions,  every  one  fiir- 
tiifhed  what  money  they  had  by  them.  Thefe 
fum^,  with  the  bills  of  exchange  paid  upon  fight 
by  the  Jews,  amounted  to  eighteen  hundred  thou- 
fand  livres,  which  were  diftributed  in  the  camp 
that  uight.  The  eloquence  of  the  Icnators,  and 
the  engagements  of  the  nobility,  could  not  hold 
againit  luch  prevailing  motives.  All  the  com- 
panies which  had  before  fupported  the  claims  of 
the  difierent  candidates,  went  over  to  the  party  of 
Saxony. .  Eleven  companies  of  the  Frendi  faAion 
embraced  the  caufe  of  the  eledor ;  but  this  de- 
fertion  was  in  part  repaired  by  the  acquifition  of 
ieven  of  their  companies,  who  ranged  themfelves 
under  the  flandard  of  Conti. 

Aiier  many  negotiations,  the  time  came  at  lad 
for  concluding  the  ele6):ion.  The  bifliops  of  Cu- 
javia,  Pofiiania,  and  Livonia,  were  fo  terrified 
the  night  before,  that  they  durfi  not  attempt  any 
thing,  and  all  feemed  to  fsLvour  the  prince  of 
Conn,  when  the  palatine  of  Wiclun,  who  waH 
even  more  irrelblute  than  the  cardinal,  went  and 
poiled  himfelf,  in  fign  of  neutrality,  betwixt 
Saxony  and  Conti,  at  the  head  of  the  palatinate 
of  Vplhinia,  the  diflrid):  of  Wilna,  and  fomc  li- 
ihuanian  companies.  The  primate,  furprized  at 
this  a6kion,  knew  not  wliat  to  think  of  it,  but 
could  not  imagine  that  Sapieha  was  going  to  oiFer 
himfelf,  after  fo  many  Piafis  had  born  excluded. 
This  palatine  floated,  all  the  morning  between 
certain  views  of  ambition  or  interefi:,  and  the  (b- 
licitations  of  Jiis  friends  and  the  lords  of  his 
ftmily^  who  intceated  him  not  to.occafion  anv 
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frefli  trouble  by  a  change  fo  little  expelled.  At 
laft,  the  fame  caprice  which  had  divided  hira 
from  the  party  of  Conti  brought  him  back  to  it, 
rather  than  any  of  the  iblicitations  to  vvhich  he 
feemed  to  yidd 

Sapieha's  return  having  taken  away  all  hope 
from  the  Saxons  of  making  any  advantage  of  the 
irrefolution  and  cowardice  of  that  palatine,  they 
ibught  fliU  to  put  off  the  elcAion.  Gorowlki, 
caflellan  of  Gnefna,  advanced  between  the  two 
parties,  and  made  a  fign  that  he  had  fomething 
tp  communicate  to  the  French  fadlion.  The 
bifhop  of  Kiow,  who  was  deputed  to  hear  him, 
brought  back  word,  that  his  party  demanded  a 
conference  in  the  midfl  of  the  kola,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  primate  and  the  marfhal. 

This  being  confented  to,  the  deputies  of 
Saxony  propofed  to  give  up  Saxony,  Newburg, 
Lorrain,  Bavaria,  and  the  royal  family,  provided 
the  oppofite  party  would  abandon  Conti.  This 
was  only  an  artifice  to  gain  time;  and  therefore 
they  made  no  difficulty  of  fecming  to  accept  of 
their  propofition.  When  the  time  came  for 
founding  them,  and  making  them  throw  off  the 
mafk,  they  offered  the  prince  of  Baden.  Jablo- 
nowfki  rejedled  him,  becaufe  he  was  propofed  by 
Lubormifti.  The  bifhop  of  Plotfko,  returning 
from  Warfaw,  whither  he  had  been  to  talk  over 
this  matter  with  Abbe  Polignac,  to  confound 
Jablonow:fkithe  more,  declared  in  favour  of  the 
prince  of  Baden.  The  palatines  were  highly  dif- 
pleafed  at  thefe  new  propofals,  but  pains  were 
taken  to  make  them  comprehend,  that  they  were  . 
offered  with  no  other  view,  than  to  expofe  the 
oppofite  party ;  thefe  excufes,  however,  were  not 
ifatisfadlory  to  them,  and  they  called  out  loudly 
vpon  the  primate  to  put  an  end  to  the  eledlion. 

R  3  This 
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This  prelate  was  upon  the  point  of  giving  the 
benedidlion,  when  a  letter  was  put  into  his  hands 
from  the  bifhop  of  Cujavia.  He  read  it  loud 
enough  to  be  heard  by  thofe  who  ftood  near  him. 
In  this  letter  the  bifhop  of  Cujavia  threatened  a 
ibceflion  of  forty  companies  in  favour  of  Saxony, 
in  cafe  they  nominated  the  prince  of  Conti,  af- 
furing  the  cardinal  notwithftanding,  that  he 
would  in  no  wife  have  encroached  upon  the 
rights  of  his  primacy,  if  he  had  not  been  com- 
pelled to  it  by  force. 

The  nobility,  enraged  at  the  inflexibility  of  a 
handful  of  obllinate  people,  redoubled  their  im- 
portunities to  have  this  great  affair  brought  to  a 
conclufion.  And  the  primate  at  laft,  being  no 
longer  able  to  refifl  their  preffing  inflances,  de- 
clared on  the  a  7th  of  June,  that  the  republic  made 
choice  of  Francis  Lewis  de  Bourbon,  prince  of 
Conti,  to  be  king  of  Poland  and  grand  duke 
of  Lithqania. 

The  oppofite  party  not  daring  to  flir,  for  fear 
of  being  cut  to  pieces  by  the  greater  number, 
waited  till  the  multitude  had  difperfed;  and  then 
the  bifhop  of  Cujavia  with  forty  companies,  be- 
ing under  no  farther  apprehenfion,  nominated 
Frederic  Auguflus,  eledlor  of  Saxony,  king  of 
Poland,  and  grand  duke  of  Lithuania.  This 
news  was  brought  to  the  cardinal  as  he  was  re-' 
turning  to  his  palace  after  having  fung  7>  Deum 
in  the  church  of  St.  John  at  Warfaw.  He  was 
advifed  to  ufe  violent  methods  againfl  the  mu- 
tineers; but  his  natural  mildnefs  diverted  him 
-  from  it. 

The  bifhop  of  Cujavia,  having  fung  Te  Deum 
upon  the  place  of  eleAion,  came  to  Warfaw, 
where  he  repeated  that  ceremony  in  the  church 
of  St.  John;  and  being  dcfirous  to  obfcrve,   in 

ihew 


ftew  at  kaii:^  all  the  rales  that  were  nfual  in  am 
skAioTk  of  that  cpniequeiice^  he  took  great  care  ta 
xoakc  reparation  for  a  £;iult  whieh  he  had  eo^i-' 
mitted  through  over-much  hafle^  in  nominatiog 
the  eledor  out  of  the  ele^ral  camp.  He  x^t 
turned  thither  earl^  the  next  moroin^  and  re-, 
peated  the  nomination^  as  if  that  Urn  ooiild  have 
iet  all  right.  And  laftly,  to  give  the  finifhing 
iboke  to  what  he  was  about^  m  admbijftaped  thi^ 
f)ath  for  obierving  the  Pa8a  Com>ewH  to  the  cheva^ 
lier  Fleming  by  fix  o'clock,  who  took  u|k»ii  himfelf 
the  diaradter  of  envoy  extraordinarsr. 

The  day  after  the  eleven  fome  conferenoea 
pafled  between  the  two  parties.  In  theie  it  was . 
propofed  to  obierve  the  laws  of  the  kingdonij 
which  require  that  none  of  the  competitors  no-r 
minated  fliould  iet  foot  in  the  kingdom  till  afief 
the  diet  of  confirmation;  but  the  firiends  of 
Saj;pny  depending  upon  the  proximity  of  the 
eled:or,  and  iecure  ofthe  difiance  of  his  rivals 
^bfolutely  refufed  to  cpmply  with  thofe  pr^^pofir 
tions. 

During  the  courfe  of  thefe  debates,  Abbe  Vi^ 
lignac  had  difpatched  a  courier  into  France,  tp 
prefs  for  the  departure  of  the  prince,  and  fuch 
fupplies  of  money  as  were  neceflary  to  keep  the 
lords  firm  in  his  party.  This  courier,  wJio  was 
the  ambafiador's  fecretary,  to  make  a  merit  of 
the  good  news  he  brought,  diigui&d  the  truth, 
and  reprefented  the  party  oppofite  to  the  prince 
of  Conti,  as  an  infignificant  handful  of  people, 
adding,  that  the  new  king  Ihould  wait  for  the 
embaffy  of ,  the  republic.  A  fecond  courier, 
however,  who  arrived  within  two  days  after,  fct 
matters  in  a  true  light,  and  the  prince  prepared 
for  his  journey,  hut  did  not  fct  put  till  the  cardi- 
nal had  given  him  notice  of  hia  ^le^ion  under 
R  4  his 
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his  hand*  The  prelate's  letter  was  to  have  been 
brought  by  the  preceding  courier;  but  the  per-, 
fbn  who  was  to  have  given  it  him,  being  to  fet 
Out  within  two  days  after;  kept  it  to  carry  him-, 
felf:  and  to  thefe  trivial  circumftances,  which 
delayed  the  prince's  departure,  might  with  Ibme 
probability  be  attributed  the  ill-fuccefs  of  Conti. 
*  Meanwhile  the  profolion  of  the  ele^lor  of 
Saxony  daily  increafed  the  number  of  his  fol- 
lowers ;  he  was  befide  upon  the  frontiers  of  Po- 
land. The  prince  of  Conti's  friends,  affrighted 
to  fee  him  fo  near  them,  told  the  French  ambaf- 
(ador,  that  the  inftrument  of  eleftion  fhould  not 
be  given  into  his  hands,  till  he  had  paid  off  the 
four  quarters  of  the  army ;  and  if  thofe  claufea 
could  not  be  filled,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
^countermand  the  prince. 

A  declaration  fo  little  expelled  threw  the  am- 
baflador '  into  the  utmoft  confufion,  and  he, 
determined  to  inform  the  court  of  France  of  the 
refolution  of  the  lords.  This  news  again  put 
off  the  prince's  journey.  Preparations  howevec 
were  making  for  his  departure,  and  he  embarked 
at  laft  at  Dunkirk,  on  board  the  little  fquadron 
of  chevalier  Bart,  attended  by  the  chevaliers 
d'Angoulemc,  Sillery,  Lanzun,  and  twenty  gen- 
tlemen. The  prince  carried  with  him  100,000 
louis  d'ors,  bills  of  exchange  payable  upon  light 
for  the  like  fum,  and  a  great  number  of  jewels. 
He  anchored  before  Oliva  on  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  was  faluted  with  three  difcharges  of 
cannon  from  the  fort  of  Weychelmunde.  Thefe 
were  all  the  honours  which  Dantzick  paid  the 
prince.  The  magiftrate  of  the  city  had  difpofed 
the  inhabitants  to  favour  the  ele6tor.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  citizens  declared  for  him,  and  evea 

ii\fulted  the  officers  of  the  French  fquadroa. 
....  ^        ^^ 
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To  revenge  the  affront,  they  laid  hold  upoi^ 
five  merchant  (hips  which  lay  in  the  road ;  and 
ihe  magiftrates,  by  way  of  reprifal,  feizcd  upon 
all  the  efie6ls  of  the  French,  and  carried  theip 
refentments  fo  far  as  to  fell  the  horfes  of  the 
ambaffador  of  France  to  the  highcft  bidder. 

During  thefe  tranfadtions,  tjie  ajnbaffador  was 
ufing  all  his  endeavours  to  open  a  way  for  the 
prince  of  Conti's  entrance  into  Poland,      The 
lords  of  the  houfe  of  Sapieha  had  engaged  for 
the  fum  of  400,000  livres,  to  fend  the  prince  a 
guard  of  twelve  companies  under  the  command 
of  the  grand  treafurer's  fon ;  and  then  the  grand 
general  of  Lithuania,  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
army,  were  to  take  the  oath,  and  march  with 
their  troops  to  the  place  which  Ihould  be  ap- 
pointed.    But  the  prince  was  previoufly  obliged 
to  pay  them  four  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
livres. 

The  ambaflador,  having  thus  taken  all  neteCr 
fary  ^neafures,  went  on  board  the  French  fquadron 
on  the  id  of  OAober.      The  prince's   friends-, 
who  came  to  fee  him,  advifed  him  to  go  to  Ma- 
riemburg  or  Lowitz,  but  he  chofe  ratlier  to  wait 
for  the  coming  up  of  the  Sapieha's.      Couriers 
were  continually  paffing,  which  brought  word, 
that  they  were  jufl:  at  hand  with  fome  Lithuania^ 
fenators,  who,   in  conjundlion  with  the  f^olifh 
1  embaffy,  were  to  prefent  the  crown  to  the  prince 
'    <rf  Conti. 

The  eleAor  of  Saxony,  before  the  arrival  of 
his  competitor,  had  received  an  embaffy  from  his^ 
party  at  Tarnowitz,  upon  the  frontiers  of  Silefia; 
and  marching  from  thence  to  Pickari,  he  there 
repeated  the  abjuration  of  his  errors  before  Crif- 
pin  biihop  of  Samogitia.  He  there  fwore  to  the 
pbfervance  of  the  PaSla  Qmv^nta,  and  there  alfo 

received 
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received  the  compliments  of  the  pobiKiy,  whanl 
he  aifured  of  his  paternal  teodernefs  for  his  new 
^bjfedls.  Thence,  advancing  as  iar  as  Cracow, 
he  purchafed  the  delivery  ^  of  the  caftle  of 
count  Wielopollki  for  five  tfaouiand  crowns, 
and  a  necklace,  which  he  prefeated  to  the  count's 
lady. 

The  cardinal  primate,  on  his  part,  w^t  on 
the  26th  of  Auguft  with  the  nobility  of  the 
French  party  into  the  electoral  camp,  and  theie 
held  the  diet  of  confirmation.  They  there  fe- 
£)lvcd  upon  a  confederation  againft  the  e)e6tor 
of  Saxony ;  and  then  breaking  up  the  inclo;(iire 
of  the  camp,  to  prevent  the  m<eetings  of  the  op- 
pofite  party  in  a  place  of  authority,  the  primate 
returned  to  Warfaw,  where  he  caufed  the  confe- 
deration to  be  figned  by  prince  Sapieha,  the  fe- 
Dators,  deputies,  and  nobility  of  his  party.  The^ 
had  likewife  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the 
cleflor^  though  without  any  effect,  to  pat  off  his 
coronation,  which  was  performed  on  the  15  th  of 
September.  The  diet,  after  this  ceremony,  had 
been  quietly  clofcd  on  the  ift  of  October,  the 
new  king  nad  already  filled  feveral  poft«,  and 
his  party  had  taken  a  refolution  to  meet  at  War- 
few  within  fix  weeks. 

It  may  perhaps  be  permitted  here  to  notice  a  eir- 
cumftance  that  may  let  us  into  the  knowledge  of 
the  genius  of  the  roles,  who  are  fometimes  fatif- 
fied  with  revenging  by  a  jeft  injuries  offered  tp 
the  liberties  of  the  nation.  As  loon  as  the  elec- 
tor was  crowned,  a  pafquinade  was  ient  abroad 
under  the  title  of  the  Comedy  of  Cracow^  in  fir© 
a<5ls,  with  the  arguments  of  each  aA.  The  firft 
was  a  king  without  a  diploma ;  the  fecond  a  fu^ 
neral  folcmnity  without  a  corpfe ;  the  third  a  co- 
ronation without  a  primate;    the  fourth  a  diet 

without 
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without  deputies;  and  the  fifth  protcftations  with- 
out efFeflt.  The  eleilor  was  not  much  diipleafed 
with  fuch  a  revenge  as  this,  and  would  have  re- 
Jpiced  if  the  Poles  had  oppofed  no  other  arms 
againft  his  growing  power. 

The  cardinal  took  all  pofRble  meaiures  to  pre- 
vent his  afcending  the  throne^  which  had  already 
coft  too  dear  for  him  to  part  with  it  without  fome 
concern.  This  prelate  therefore,  having  aflem- 
bled  the  confederates,  recalled  the  Univerfalia  if- 
fued  out  for  the  general  aflcmbly  aj^ointed ,  to 
meet  upon  the  26th  of  September,  and  called  to- 
gether three  particular  meetings  upon  the  loth  of 
Ocftober  in  three  different  places,  in  order  to  di- 
vide the  forces  of  the  enemy,  in  cafe  they  fliould 
attempt  to  diilurb  the  aflemblies. 

In  the  mean  time  the  prince  of  Conti  waited 
for  the.  execution  of  the  promifes  of  Sapieha. 
The  ele(5tor,  informed  that  his  rivql  was  deter- 
mined not  to  land  before  the  arrival  of  regular 
troops,  took  all  poffible  care  to  prevent  his  de* 
fccnt.  Galecki,  palatine  of  Inowloclaw,  marched 
into  Pruffia  by  his  orders,  at  the  head  of  3000 
horfe*  This  precaution  fuccceded  as  Auguftus 
jdefired ;  for  the  princes  Sapieha,  fearing  to  en- 
counter with  this  body  of  horfe,  let  the  primate 
know  they  had  taken  a  refolution  not  to  fet  for- 
ward, fearing,  as  they  faid,  to  cxpofe  their  troops 
to  flaughter. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  difappointments,  the 
prince  of  Conti  prepared  to  quit  his  vefTels,  and 
to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  1500  horfe,  which 
the  ftaroft  of  Sondek  had  aflured  him  were  upon 
their  march.  But  this  refolution  was  deferred  by 
the  arrival  of  the  Saxons,  who  were  divided  into 
two  bodies,  and  n[iarched  dire<ftly  to  Oliva  and 
Alariembiirg.    Their  arrival  kept  the  prince  on 

board. 
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board*  He  had  already  told  the  Poles,  that  he 
^ould  return  to  France,  if  his  party  did  not  make 
hafte  to  perform  their  promifes.  At  laft,  tired 
out  with  the  Polifh  delays,  arifing  from  delibera- 
tions, and  increaied  by  fuch  perpetual  counfels  as 
are  fpent  in  preliminaries,  he  weighed  anchor 
pn  the  9th  of  November,  and  fet  faU  for  France. 
But  this  refplution  was  not  taken  till  he  was  re- 
duced to  the  lafl:  extremity ;  for  he  had  the  vexa- 
tion to  fee  the  abbey  of  Oliva  plundered,  and 
forty  of  his  domeftics  loft^  who  were  taken  pri- 
foners  by  the  Saxons* 

Befqre  his  departure,  he  wrote  two  letters,  one 
to  tlje  primate,  and  the  other  to  the  republic.  In 
the  former  he  returned  thapks  to  the  prelate  for 
the  warmth  wherewith  he  had  eipoufed  his  caufej^ 
and  expreffed  hjs  concern,  that  his  eminence, 
and  fo  many  oth^r  worthy  men,  Ihould  fuffcB 
ypon  his  account.  But  thougli  his  rival  was  pre- 
ferred before  him,  he  comforted  himiclf  in  this,^ 
that  being  a  prince  of  the  Wood  of  France,  he  did 
not  Hand  in  need  of  t^ie  fplendor  o.f  a  crown- 
He  added,  that  he  gave  up  Poland  to  the  elector 
much  againft  his  inclination,  and  forced  to  it  by 
the  failure  of  their  promifes  who  had  engaged  to, 
feud  forces  to  his  affiftance.  ^ut  in  his  letter  to. 
the  republic  he  wrote  in  another  tone.  He  there 
accufed  the  great  men  witlr  breach  of  faith,  after 
earneft  folicitations  on  their  part,  and  charge^ 
them  with  inviting  him  into  Poland  on  purpofe 
to  affront  him. 

1699.  Auguftus,  finding  hinifclf  freed  from  the 
apprehenfions  of  his  rival,  began  at  laft  to  take 
breath,  and  turned  his  thoughts  toward  the  con-> 
j&rmation  of  his  autliority  by  all  thofe  ceremoniea 
which  impofe  upon  the  people.  For  this  reafoA 
he  made  his  entry  into  Warlaw,   January   icj, 

1699^ 


fllSTORY  OP   POLAND.  ^5 j 

^699.  When  this  was  over,  he  ftrove  by  all 
poflible  means  to  gain  the  cardinal  who  fecmcd 
difpofcd  to  acknowledge  him/  The  prelate  went 
to  far  as  to  promife^  that  he  would  promote  'hli 
intereil:  in  the  rokofz,  or  aflembly  of  the  confe- 
derates he  had  tailed  together.  Auguftus  was 
happy  in  having  to  do  with  a  man,  who  vrzsi  go- 
verned by  circumftances;  and  he  Hood  in  need  of 
the  cardinal ;  for  in  the  diet  of  pacification  which 
♦hat  prince  had  called  together  at  Warfaw,  of  the 
twenty  perfons  who  came  thither,  including  both 
fenators  and  deputies,  twelve  had  proteftcd  againfl: 
liim  the  firft  day,  which  had  broke  up  the  diet, 
.  and  given  a  convincing  proof  that  he  had  but  a 
fmall  number  of  followers,  and  was  by  no  means 
xhofen  by  the  almcjfft  unanimous  confent  of  all 
the  Poles,  as  fome  libels  ventured  to  aflert. 

The  rokofz,  which  was  then  held  at  Lowitz 
on  the  1 8th  of  February,  was  as  foil  as  the  diet 
of  pacification  had  been  empty.     The  king's  de- 
puties were  obliged  to  afk  for  otlicr  letters  and 
other  powers,  becaufe  the  title  of  conmiiffioners 
which  they  bore,  and  fome  other  terms  in  them, 
gave  offence  to  that  haughty  body  of  nobility, 
who  look  upon  themfelves,  in  fome  meafiire,  as 
in  a  condition  to  impofe  laws  upon  the  prince 
who  calls  himfelf  their  king.      At  laft  they  re- 
ceived the  letters  of  Auguftus,  and  offered  to 
acknowledge  his  authority  upon  the  conditions 
that  were  then  drawn  up.    They  contained  twenty 
articles,  and  abfolutely  tied  up  his  majefty's  hands. 
His  deputies,  not  caring  to  fubje<ft  their  mafter 
to  fuch  hard  terms,  did  all  they  could  to  engage 
the  affembly  to  make  ibme  abatements  in  the  ri- 
gour of  the  conditions.    But  all  they  could  obtain 
was  to  Icffen  their  number;  and  thus  they  were* 
obliged    to    expedl    from     time,     what    they 
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tould  hot  obtain  from  the  inflexibility  of  iiae 
rokofz. 

The  pope,  ddirous  upon  Home  account  oc* 
Other,  to  intermeddle  with  the  affair  of  Poland^ 
had  on  the  26th  of  February  difpatched  a  nuncio 
extraordinary,  who  prefented  a  letter  to  the  car- 
dinal from  his  holinefs.  The  JJontifF  offered  by 
his  minifter^  to  be  the  mediator  between  the  king 
and  the  republic.  The  primate  made  anfvver^ 
that  though  he  was  fubjedl  to  the  pope  in  matters 
i^iritual,  he  befought  him  not  to  concern  him- 
ielf  in  points  relating  to  the  republic;  for  he 
ihould  diink  he  dcferved  the  reproaches  of  the 
nobility,  and  fliould  become  a  traitor  to  his  coun- 
try, if  ever  he  gave  up  its  intereft. 

Auguftus  was  very  defirous  to  put  an  end  to 
the  divilions  which  kept  him  ftill  in  fuipenfei 
With  thefe  views  he  called  a  diet  of  pacification 
to  meet  on  the  i6th  of  April.  His  circular  let- 
ters, which  were  fent  abroad  upon  this  occafion^ 
were  full  of  mighty  fchemes  and  fine  promifes ; 
but  the  Poles  were  as  yet  too  wary  to  be  caught 
by  fuch  baits,  which  iifually  catch  thofe  only  wh<l 
are  difpofed  to  be  fo  caught.  The  diet  aflembled 
at  the  time  appointed ;  but  of  the  two  hundred, 
who  ought  to  have  been  prefent,  there  came  thi- 
ther onfy  thirty  deputies  of  certain  palatinates  in 
Poland  and  Lithuania.  It  was  no  fboner  opened, 
than  the  greater  part  of  them  rofe  up,  and  do^ 
mended  the  convocation. of  a  general  aflembly  in 
the  open  field,  and  threatened  to  retire  in  cafe  of 
ircfufal.  They  foon  after  did  as  they  faid,  and 
there  w^  no  poftibility  of  getting  them  togeUier 
again. 

In  the  mean  while  AuguAus  exercifed  as  many 
kingly  a<51:s  as  he  had  opportvmity  of  doing ;  as 
particularly  appeat^^d  in  the  cafe  of  Ogijifki  grand 
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cnfign  of  Lttbuania,  and  Sapieha  the  ^nd  ge- 
neral of  that  duchy,  whom  he  forbad  to  decxd^ 
Ttheir  quarrel  by  force  of  axms,  and  advifcd  ra- 
ther to  make  up  their  difierences  in  an  amicable 
manner. 

This  prince,  who  had  already  given  a  public 
audience  to  the  pope's  nuncio  ^extraordinary,  en- 
gaged him  to  intercede  with  the  cardinal,  andl 
diQ)ofe  him  to  peaces     The  cardinal,   \Vho  was 
an  enemy  to  troubles  through  his  tiatoral  timi- , 
dity,  promifed  to  do  all  ^at  lay  in  his  pibwer  td 
Ratify  them,     in  ifhoit,  iie  oailed  together  a  nevr 
^flembly  of  the  confederates  aft  Lowitz,  who  met 
on  the  5th  of  May,  th^  4ay  appointed  by  the 
Univerfalia  which  were  publilhed  on  this  occafion  \ 
and  the  primate  <b  artfully  introduced  into  the  afi 
fembly  the  favourable  fentiments  he  had  £or  Au«^ 
guftus,  thai  at  length  a  treaty  was  cGmdkided 
with  him,  by  whicfe  he  engaged  to  giw  authentic 
proofs  of  bis  Catholidfm ;    to  difpatch  the  Lu- 
theran minifterSj  and  to  reftore  by  a  fol^toii  aA 
the  liberty  of  votes  in  all  fuftare  eiediions.      ¥iA 
fiulher  promifod,  aevt^  to  demand  back,  from  tfad 
i*epublic  the  fums  he  had  bellowed  upon  his  par- 
ty ;  to  pay  what  was  4iie  to  the  army,  and  ta 
recover  the  conquered  places  which  had  been  tak^n 
from  Poland.    This  treaty  iikew^fe  obliged  hini 
to  fend  back  his  Saxons,  and  to  repair  the  da- 
mages they  had  done*    It  farther  oontamed  fem^r 
6ther  articles  fw  the  advaritage  of  Pola?nd.    One 
iingle  deputy  of  the  palatinate  of  Sendomir  in- 
de^  withdrew  fi?om  tiie  afiemfUy ;  but  no  regard 
Was  paid  to  his  proteftsttions,  as  the  alTembly  was 
tiot  a  diet,  \^\xt  a  ft6t  roke^z,  which  could  not 
be  brokemip  by  the  tt^oat  -df  any  diffentientSi 
The  cardinal  wfHiifl  not  have  teen  fo  eafy,  but 
^  the 
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the  court  of  France  advifed  him  to  come  td  aii 
accommodation  with  Auguilus^  and  befide  hxt 
had  no  alternatiye  left. 
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tt  was  on  the  i6th  of  May  that  this  important 
^kfiair  was  concluded^  which  fupplied  whatevef 
had  been  wanting  in  the  ele6lioii  of  Auguftus^ 
who  can  be  looked  upon  only  from  that  time  as 
the  lawful  king ;  the  nomination  of  "the  biihop 
of  Cujavia,  and  all  the  fteps  which  followed, 
being  manifeftly  contrary  to  the  laws  of  die 
kingdom. 

It  inight  reafonably  have  been  cxpeAed,  that 
after  this  treaty  the  king  fliould  have  been  fecure 
againft  the  reftleffnefs  of  the  nobility  who  had 
figned  it)  and  that  as  foon  as  he  had  recovered 
Kaminieck  and  Podolia,  he  Ihould  have  fent  back 
his  Saxons  into  their  own  country ;  but  through, 
a  perpetual  diftnift  of  a  people  whom  he  found 
to  comply  only  with  the  time,  he  fought  for  pre- 
tences to  retain  his  army  in  Poland,  notwith- 
ftandiug  the  animoiity  of  the  Poles  againft  the 
Saxons. 

A  long  and  ruinous  war  with  Sweden  now^ 
approached,    of  which  the  origin    was    briefly 
tills : 

The  Mufcovites  and  Poles  were  by  no  means 
iatisfied  at  feeing  Livonia  fubje6t  to  the  Swediih 
yoke.  This  province,  which  had  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  knights  of  the  Teutonic  order,  had 
been  the  caufe  of  a  long  war  between  three  na- 
tions. The  peace  of  Oliva  bad  at  laA  decided 
3  ll« 
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tiie  quarrel  in  fevour  of  Sweden,  which  had  long 
been  in  poffeffion  of  that  fertile  country.  A 
young  king  had  juft  at  this  time  afcended  the 
throne  of  Sweden;  and  the  firft  impreflions 
which  foreign  miniftejcs  had  taken  of  that  mo- 
narch, had  produced  a  fovereign  contempt  for 
him  in  the  courts  of  Europe.  Thefe  circum- 
fiances  induced  the  czar  Peter  the  Great  of  Muf- 
covy,  and  the  king  of  Poland,  to  violate  the 
treaty  of  Oliva. 

Thefe  two  monarchs  then  held  an  interview  at 
Riga  on  the  loth  of  Augufl,  and  concluded  an 
alliance,  which  had  for  its  objedt  to  wreft  from 
the  young  Charles  XII.  all  the  territories  that  lie 
between  the  gulph  of  Finland,  the  Baltic  Sea, 
Poland,  and  Mufcovy. 

Auguftus  indeed  flood  in  need  of  this  pretence 
to  keep  a  Saxon  army  in  Poland.  The  treaty 
•which  had  been  then  lately  concluded  at  Carlowitx 
would  have  obliged  him  to  fend  back  his  tropps. 
By  that  alfo  the  grand  fignior  confented  to  the  ref^ 
titution  of  Kaminiec,  Podolia,  and  all  the  other 
places  which  had  been  taken  ftom  the  Poles. 

1700.  Before  the  execution  of  this  treaty  a 
.  general  diet  was  held  at  Warfaw  Januaiy  i6th, 
at  which  the  king  attended  regularly  in  perfon  : 
and  he  had  the  fatisfa6lion  of  feeing  what  he  had 
long  waited  for,  the  acSt  of  his  eledion  figned  by 
the  cardinal  primate  and  the  grand  chancellor  Bi- 
elinfki. 

Having  then  diQ)ofed  of .  feveral  confiderable . 

S)fts,  he  made  a  vifit,  March  a4th,  to  his  here- 
tary  Saxon  dominions,  where  he  fettled  the  af- 
fairs which  required  his  prefence,  and  returned  to 
Warfaw.  The  day  after  his  return  he  afTembled 
the  fenators,  who  were  then  in  the  town,  and 
laid  before  them  the  advantage  which  would  re-* 
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iTuTt  irom  the  conqucfl  of  Riga,  the  capital  cify  of 
Livonia,  jlnd  the  neceffity  of  affifting  in  that  cn- 
ferpri7A\ 

Whik  Aujjuftus  was  amufing  the  Poles  with 
fpecious  pret<:nces,  Charles  XII.  forced  the  king 
of  I^enrtiark,  who  had  privately  confpired  bis  ruiri 
tvith  tht  Pole  and  Mufcovife,  to  do  juftice  to  his 
brother-in-law  the  duke  of  Holltein.  The  young 
l:irig  then  leahied  tikt  the  king  of  Poland,  de- 
fpairing  fo  conquer  the  indefatigable  experience  of 
totint  d' Alterg  tlie  governor  o(  Rigat,  an  6fficct 
who  had  all  the  fire  afid  a6tivity  of  youth  at  the 
age  bf  fouifcOre,  had  raifcfl  fhe  fiege  of  that  places 
Augiiftus,  it  is  tnie,  eagerfy  laid  hold  of  an  op- 
portunity which  prefented  Jtfelf  of  withdrawing . 
with  honour  from  the  ftep  wherein  he  had  prema^ 
<urelv  engaged.    The  ftates  general  defiring  him, 
hy  trieir  afnbafladors,  ib  ibare  a  place  wherein  thfe 
Dutch  had  contiderable  effecls,  lie  made  a  merit 
of  dciifting  from  ani  ehterprife  which  he  had  by 
this  tinie  great  fcaufe  to  fear  ivould  mifcaity. 

Pfetcr  Al.exiov/itz  czar  of  Mufcovy  now  ravagetl 
Ingria  with  an  army  of  100,000  men,  ^nd  on  the 
I  ft  of  OSibhcv  laid  liege  to  Narva,  in  the  tnidft  of 
the  ice  and  ihow  which  at  that  time  co^ne^  thofe 
cltmates. 

Ujjon  the  hews  of  this  liege,  Charles  XII.  whofe' 
Jt)fu^erable  courage  and  relblution,  the  fource  o^ 
all  hjs^sfortuncs,  were  increafed  by  his  late  fuc« 
cefs,  crofled  the  fea  with  two  hundred  trahfportSy 
•  marched  dlrcc  tly  to  Narva  at  the  head  of  4,000 
horfe  ind  a  like  number  of  foot,  routed  ah  ad- 
vanced guard  of  5,000  Mufcovites  polled  In  J^isr 
way,  and  put  all  to  flight  before  him.  A  bddy  df 
20,000  men  dirrft  not  wait  his  coming  up,  ahd 
30,000  Mufcorites,  placed  within  a  league  of  tfce 
'camp,  were  carried  away  with  the  torrctit  of  tlie 
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^ying  foldlers,  and  retired  t6  the  intrenehtnent^. 
Charles  XII.  appeared  within  view  of  the  camp, 
made  a  breach  in  the  intrenchment^,  entered  with 
his  8,000  Swedes,  and  took  almoft  all -the  Mus- 
covites of  the  right  wing  prifoners ;  the  reft  ran  to 
bury  theinfelves  under  the  ruins  of  the  bridge  of 
the  river  of  Nafva, .  which  broke  down  with  them. 
The  generals  of  the  enemy  laid  their  arms  at  the 
cQnqUeror's  feet,  who  kept  them  alone  prifoners, 
while  the  foldicrs  were  difmiffed  to  terrify  theii^ 
fellow-countrymen  with  an  account  of  the  battle. 
•The  enemy's  left  win^,  which  was  ftill  fubfifting, 
tame  and  furrendered  the  next  morning  to  the 
tiombcr  of  30,0.00  men,  alid  thefe  Charles  lik^- 
wife  permitted  to  return  into  Mufcoyy. 

1 701 .  This  great  vidtory  difturbed  the  meafures 
of  the  czar  and  of  Auguftus.  The  latter  foon  ex- 
pected to  fee  the  king  of  Sweden  in  Poland  repay, 
with  fire  and  fword,  the  ravages  of  Livonia  and 
Ingria.  It  was  therefore  neceflary  to  raife  up 
banks  to  oppofe  the  torrent ;  and  this  was  the  oc- 
eafionof  an  interview  of  the  two  allies  at  Birzen, 
a  fmall  town  in  Lithuania.  Auguftus  here  pro- 
mifed  the  ozar  50,000  German  troops,  v/hich  he 
undertook  to  hire  of  the  princes  of  the  em])ire,  and 
the  czar  was  to  pay  them.  The  czar,  on  his  fide, 
agreed  to  fend  a  like  number  of  Mufcovites  into 
Poland,  to  be  trained  up  there  in  military  difci- 
pline  ;  and  farther  engaged,  in  two  years  time,  to 
fupply  Attguftus  with  nine  millions  of  livres. 

Tliis  treaty,  which  was  concluded  without  the 
copfent  of  the  repftbUc,  was  by  no  means  appro- 
-wd  of  by  the  Pofifli  nobility.  The  general  diet, 
which  was  opened  at  Warfaw  on  the  30th  of  May, 
defitod  Augaftus  io  fend  back  the  Saxon  troops, 
and  make  peace  with  Sweden ;  to  remove  the 
Germans  from  ,the  council  board,  4nd  appeafe  the 
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troubles  of  Lithuania.  The  king's  anfw^  could 
xiot  cahn  the  uncafinefs  of  the  nobility,  who  were 
jealous  of  their  liberty ;  and  the  diet  divided  into 
feveral  little  provincial  aflemblies,  where  none  but 
Poles  were  prefent,  with  a  view  of  providing  a 
more  fecure  remedy  for  the  ills  of  which  they 
were  too  juftly  apprehenfive.  All  the  deputies 
joined  in  demanding  the  convocation  of  a  new 
general  diet  at  fuch  time  as  the  kingpleaied^  wh# 
iixed  it  for  the  22d  of  December. 

Charles  XII.  informed  of  the  defigns  of  the 
czar  and  the  king  of  Poland,  haftened  into  Livo- 
»ia,  that  he  might  be  beforehand  with  his  ene- 
mies. He  arrived  near  Riga,  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Duna,  over  againft  the  Saxon  army,  which 
lay  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river.  His 
troops  croffed  it  on  boats  of  the  king's  invention, 
whofe  fides  were  moveable,  and  might  be  lifted 
up,  or  lot  down,  like  draw-bridges,  and  fo  be  of 
life  to  cover  the  troops  in  their  pafTage,  and  fa- 
vour theit  defcent  when  they  came  to  land.  A 
thick  fmokc  fi-om  a  large  heap  of  wet  ftraw,  which 
the  king  caufed  to  be  fct  on  fire,  fo  blinded  the 
enemy,  that  they  could  not  difcern  the  paiTage  of 
his  troops. 

The  Saxon  army  was  commanded  by  the  duke 
of  Courland  and  marfhal  Stenau.  That  brave 
officer  fell  upon  the  Swedilh  battalions  with  his 
liorfe  before  they  were  quite  drawn  up,  and  drove 
them  into  the  river ;  but  being  foon  rallied  by  the 
king,  they  advanced  with  fuch  fury  againfi:  the 
marfhal,  that  they  obliged  him  in  his  turn  to  re- 
treat. The  Saxon  army  retired  to  an  ad^van-* 
tageous  ground,  where  it  was  attacked  and  beaten 
by  the  enemy.  After  an  obilinate  and  bloody 
combat  on  both  fides,  the  conquerors  took  Mit- 
tau,  the  capital  city  of  Courland ;  and  th<e  re^  of 
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the  towns  in  that  duchy  opened  their  gates 
\f  ithout  any  refillance.  Xhe  king  did  no  more  to 
gain  all  Lithuania  ;  and  it  was  at  fiirzen  in  that 
duchy,  where  the  fatal  alliance  had  been  con- 
cluded between  the  czar  and  the  king  of  Poland, 
that  the  impljicable  Charles  laid  a  fcheme  for  de- 
throning Auguflus. 

Auguftus's  misfortune  roufed  up  his  fecret  ene- 
mies :   they  fought  to  take  advantage  of  his  cir- 
cumftances,  to  prejudice  him  with  his  fubje<StSc 
The  king,  who  liood  more  in  need  of  an  army 
than  councils   and  deliberations,  was   notwith- 
landing  forced  to  hold  the  diet  which  was  ap- 
pointed to  meet  on  the  226.  of  December.  In  this 
aflembly  that  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  generally 
pi;evails  in  Poland,  broke  out  before  the  king  in 
a  language  never  heard  by  other  princes.  He  faw 
his  fubjedls  openly  working  againft  him  under 
a  pretence  of  the  public  good,  and  was  obliged  to 
beat  with  the  pride  and  haughtinefs  of  that  free 
people,  who  make  choice  of  a  mafter*  lefs  with  a 
view  of  being  governed,  than  of  governing  them- 
lelves,  and  of  increaling  their  own  authority  ; 
borrowing  his  name  to  execute  their  own  private 
quarrels  ;  and  making  themfelves  confiderable  iu 
the  ftate,   by  taking  part  with  him  or  againft 
him. 

1702.  The  conduftpf  Auguftus,  indeed,  had 
not  a  little  contributed  to  take  off  from  the  affec- 
tion of  his  friends,  and  to  exafperate  his  enemies, 
who  were  greatly  increafed  in  number.  Some 
palatinates,  however,  ftill  expreffed  zeal  enough 
for  him  to  make  him  believe  that  he  might  arm 
the  Polilh  nobility  againft  the  Swedes^  and  thus 
he  founded  his  hopes  upon  the. army  of  the  re^ 
public;  but  thefe  hopes  were  foon  diffipated,  an4 
|)e  grew  perfe6Uy  fenfible  that  his  authority  in  thp 
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diet  was  of  IHtle  confequence,  the  moft  conlt- 
dcrable  part  of  the  members  making  no  fcruple  to- 
own  that  they  were  in  the  intereft  of  the  king 
of  Sweden,  and  that  not  fo  much  out  of  fricnd- 
fhip  to  him,,  as  hatred  to  Auguflus,  whom 
they  fufpetSled  of  ibme  defign  upon  their  liberties. 
They  even  went  fo  far  as  to  charge  him  with  the 
troubles  of  Lithuania,  and  accufe  him  as  the  au- 
thor of  all  the  ills  which  had  fallen  upon  the  ftate. 
Among  other  debates,  they  talked  of  fending  an 
cmbaffy  to  the  king  of  Sweden  in  the  jiame  of 
the  republic ;  but  before  this  point  was  carried, 
the  diet  was  broken  up  by  thie  retreat  of  a  c^pputy. 
This  event  occurred  February  yfh,  i-yoa.* 

In  the  mean  time  Auguftus  had  preffing  need 
pf  fuccours.  He  was  not  ignorant  that  the  diets, 
councils,  and  in  fhort  all  the  affemblies  of  the 
Poles,  fought  to  degrade  his  authority,  or  rather 
to  annihilate  it:  but,  upon  fome  occafions,  it 
is  policy  in  a  prince  to  connive  at  an  incroacb- 
jnent  upon  his  rights,  that  he  may  one  day  have 
it  in  his  power  to  reftore  them.  With  thefe  views 
Auguflus  called  together  a  council  of  the  fenate. 
The  menlbers  of  this  aflembly  were  better  cour- 
tiers than  that  vaft  tribe  of  nobility  which  had  fo 
openly  declared  their  animofity  againft  the  king^ 
and,  under  the  pretence  of  reconciling  his  intercft 
with  the  fecurity  of  the  republic,  gave  a  more 
certain  wound  to  his  authority.  They  at  laft  con- 
cluded upon  the  embaffy  debited  in  the  diet,  and 
refolved  to  arm  the  nobility,  that  they  might  be 
ready  upon  occafion- 

When  Auguflus  was  afTured  of  the  fenate's  re- 
folutiort,  he  determined  to  be  beforehand  with 
the  embafTy  of  the  republic.     He  had  too  much 

*  See  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  in  a  general  diet  in  Sefb 
XXV.  of  the  introduflory  part  of  this  volume,  p.  6st  66. 

»  caufe 
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caufe  to  fear  that  his  iiiterefl:  woulcl  be  (lightly 
regarded,  if  not  wholly  overlooked,  or,  too  pro- 
bably, be  mentioned  only  to  be  entirely  r  .iinc4. 
A  captive  himfclf  to  the  wit  and  beauty  of  the 
countefs  of  Koningfinarc,  a  Swedifh  young  lady 
of  great  family,  he  made  choice  of  lier  to  be  his 
mediator  with  Charles  XII.  and  thought  that  a 
young  conqueror  could  deny  her  nothing.  Ha- 
ving received  her  inflrudtions  from  Auguftus,  Ihc 
went  to  tlie  Swedilh  camp  in  Lithuania ;  but 
Charles  XII.  refufing  obftinately  to  fee  her^  (he 
returned  to  Auguftus,  who  however  was  not  dif- 
heartened  by  this  rigid  inflexibility  of  his  eiiemv. 
He  difpatchcd  his  chamberlain  Wiczdum  with 
fre(h  inltrudions  to  the  king  of  Sweden;  but 
when  he  came  within  view  of  the  camp,  he  was 
feized,  as  coming  from  an  enemy ;  and  having  no 
ptherpaflTport,  this  fecond  attempt  proved  fruitlefs. 

The  king  of  Poland  was  therefore  obliged  now 
to  have  recour(e  to  the  fenate,  though  his  profciTgd 
enemy  ;  but  he  foon  experienced  that  he  had 
nothing  confolatory  to  expeft  from  them :  for 
having  offered  to  call  in  12,000  Saxons,  and  to 
put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the  republic, 
upon  the  conditions  of  paying  two  quarters  before- 
hand out  of  his  own  private  purfe,  all  the  anfwer 
he  received  was,  that  the  republic  would  fend  an 
enxbajay  to  the  king  of  Sweden  to  procure  peace  ; 
and  as  for  the  Saxons,  his  majefty  could  not  in- 
troduce them  into  Poland  without  entirely  difo- 
bliging  the  whole  nation. 

'jThe  embafly  of  the  republic  however  was  not 
jnore  favourably  treated  by  Charles  XII.  who 
was, by  no  means' pleafed  that  they  had  frill  any 
connedion  v/ith  Auguftus,  He  anfwcred,  that 
he  would  let  the  fenate  know  when  he  came  to 
W^rfaw  what  he  thought  of  their  propofals  ;  and 
^e  {fifl^ic  day  fet  .forward  on  his  march  tQWar^ 
'      "       S^  that 
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that  city,  preceded  by  a  manifefto,  in  which  he 
declared  himfelf  the  friend  and  protedlor  of  the 
republic. 

Upon  the  approach  of  the  kiqg  of  Sweden, 
the  friends  of  Auguftus  deferted  him  through 
weaknefs  ;  his  enemies,  that  they  might  withdraw 
from  his  reproaches,  and  raife  him  up  more  adver- 
faries  at  a  diftance ;  and  all,  through  a  jealoufy  of 
the  royal  authority,  which  the  Poles  look  upon  as 
a  monfter  ever  ready  to  devour  their  liberty. 

Before  heleftWarfaw,  Auguftus  obtained  leave 
from  the  few  fenators  who  were  left  about  him, 
to  introduce  6,000  Saxons,  and  dilpofe  of  the 
troops  of  the  repubhc.  He  likewife  gave  orders 
for  the  nobility  to  take  the  field,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  The  hatred  they  bore  him,  and  the  terror 
of  the  Swedilh  arms,  kept  the  Poles  upon  their 
eflates,  where  they  waited  for  the  iffue  of  this 
great  affair.  Thus  deferted  by  his  fubjedls,  he 
had  recourfe  to  other  meafures.  Twenty  thoufand 
Saxons  entered  Poland  by  his  order  i  and  he  gave 
himfelf  little  concern  about  exafperating  a  nation 
which  betrayed  him,  offending  enemies  who 
fought  his  ruin,  or  raifing  the  murmurs  of  fome 
weak  and  fearful  friends,  who  gave  him  no  other 
proof  of  their  afFedlion  than  that  they  were  not 
his  enemies. 

The  king  of  Sweden,  on  his  fide,  prepared  to 
give  his  enemy  a  good  reception.  He  let  the  car- 
dinal primate  into  his  intentions  at  Warfaw,  whq 
was  the  fecret  enemy  of  Auguftus,  and  forced  to 
fubmit  to  him  againft.  his  inclination,  but  ftill 
more  a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  his  country,  which 
he  thought  in  danger  under  the  adpiiniftration  of 
a  prince  who,  contrary  to  his  engagements,  had 
over-run  Poland  with  foreign  troops.  This  pre- 
late was  come  to  Warfaw,  with  the  leave  of  An- 
guftus  himfelf,  who  indeed  could  not  deny  it  him. 

He 
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He  went  thither,  it  is  true,  under*  a  pretence  of 
difpofing  the  king  of  Sweden  to  an  accommo- 
dation ;  but,  in  reality,  perhaps,  to  ftrike  the 
laft  blow,  and  deprive  a  prince  of  the  crown,  who 
had  tranfgreffed  the  laws  of  the  nation.  Being 
admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
he  had  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  private  conference 
with  his  majcfty,  who  faid  aloud,  that  he  would 
give  no  peace  to  Poland,  till  they  had  made 
choice  of  another  king.  Whether  the  cardinal  was 
jftruck  with  this  declaration,  upon  feeing  matters 
{o  nigh,  or  that  he  had  a  mind  to  conceal  the  joy 
which  might  arife  from  a  refolution  that  fecured 
the  liberty  of  his  country,  certain  it  is,  that  he 
feemed  to  be  very  much  troubled  at  it.  He  gave 
notice  of  it  however  to  the  palatinates,  by  which 
means  he  difcovered,  in  fome  meafure,  his  real 
fentiments. 

Auguftus  found  it  was  now  no  longer  time  to 
deliberate,  and  that  his  crown  depended  upon  the 
fate  of  a  battle.  The  two  armies  met  near  Cliflbw, 
between  Warfaw  and  Cracow.  The  vidloiy  was 
obtained  by  Charles,  who,  purfiiing  his  enemy  as 
far  as  Cracow,  entered  the  city,  and  the  ca.lllc 
furrendered  at  difcretion. 

An  accident,  which  at  this  time  happened  to 
the  king  of  Sweden,  had  nearly  changed  the  face 
of  affairs.  By  a  fall  of  his  horfe  he  broke  his  thigh 
as  he  was  marching  out  of  Cracow,  which  obliged 
him  to  keep  his  bed  fix  weeks.  It  was  Ipread  over 
all  Europe,  that  he  was  trampled  to  death  under 
his  horfe's  feet.  This  fajfe  report  gave  life  to  thc^ 
followers  of  Auguftus,  confirmed  his  doubtful 
friends,  fhocked  his  private  adverfaries,  and  threw 
his  open  enemies  into  defpair. 

But  that  rumour  was  foon  difperfed.  AuguftusT 
flying  before  the  conqueror,  got  together  fome 

palatines 
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palatines  at  Sendomir,  who  were  zealous  in  his 
fervice.  They  were  rcfolved  upon  fending  an  em- 
baffy  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  to  offer  him  the 
mediation  of  the  repubhc  betwixt  himfelf  and^tlie 
king  of  Poland.  Auguftus  then  came  to  Warlaw, 
with  a  train  of  negotiations  conftantly  at  liis  heels. 
Another  afTembiy,  called  together  in  that  city, 
confinned  the  embafly  refolvedupon  at  Sendomir. 
Mortzin,  the  chief  ambalfador,  wrote  to  the  king 
pf  Sweden,  to  know  at  what  "time  his  majetty 
would  be  pleafcd  to  give  them  audience.  The 
Jeing  made  anfwer,  that  he  was  furprized  the  re,- 
j3ublic  Ihould  offer  him  their  mediation  in  an  af- 
fair wherein  themfelves  were  become  a  party,  as 
the  army  of  Poland  had  engaged  with  him  at 
Cliflbw,  and  the  Poles  ftill  daily  exercifcd  hofti- 
lities  upon  the  Swedes  ;  but  if,  notwithfianding, 
the  republic  difowned  thcfe  a6lions,  and  were 
willing  to  clear  themfelves  of  the  fufpicions  they 
had  raifcd,  their  firfl  flep  Ihould  be,  to  remoye 
the  aftors,  and  punilh  them  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  as  a  proof  of  the  finrere  affection  they 
profeifcd  to  bear  towards  Sweden  ;  after  this  juf-r 
tification,  he  added,  he  fliould  be  read}  to  talk 
>vith  them. 

While  the  king  of  Sweden  aflTumed  the  lan- 
guage of  a  conqueror,  Auguftus  returning  fron^ 
|iis  hereditary  dominions,  whither  he  had  taken 
a  journey,  came  to  Thorn,  and  prcftded  in  the 
great  council  he  had  called  together  in  that  city* 
The  afTembiy  accepted  of  the  emperor's  mediation 
^n  behalf  of  the  republic,  and  relblved  to  dedara 
war  upon  the  king  of  Sweden  in  cafe  he  refufed 
the  mediators  which  they  ofF«ed  him. 

1703.  The  cardinal  primate,  who  had  already 
dethroned  Auguftus  in  his  gwn  mind,  willing  to. 
oppofc  councils  to  councils,  called  an  afTembiy  at 

Warlawji 
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Warfaw,  Febmaiy  15  th  ;  but  the  fmall  number 
of  ienators  who  came  thilher,  and  the  profcncc  qf 
ii\G  Swedes  who  had  got  pofleflion  of  the  caftle, 
obliged  hira  to  put  it  off  to  another  time.  Au- 
gufius  was  then  at  Marieubourg  with  fome  of 
bis  party,  whom  he  laid  under  tlic  obligation  of 
aiew  oaths. 

In  the  mean  time  the  king  of  Sweden  gave 
audience  to  the  deputies  of  the  council,  and  thea 
conferring  with  the  cardinal,  he  let  him  know 
his  intentions  by  a  di^claration  to  this  purpofe ; 
that  the  king  of  Poland  offered  peace,  or  madq 
war,  as  he  was  more  or  leis  preffed  by  the  Swediftj. 
arms :  that  the  king  of  Sweden,  defiring  that  a 
free  affembly  might  be  called  of  all  the  members 
of  the  republic,  to  rellore  tranquillity  in  Poland, 
king  Auguftus,  feconded  by  his  followers  at  Ma- 
rieubourg, had  treated  that  affembly,   called  to- 
gether at  Warfaw  by  the  primate,  as  an  unla\v;ful 
meeting,   whereas  it  was  his  council  at  Marieu- 
bourg which  more  juftly  dcferved  the  name  of  a 
conventicle:  that  they  had  there  made  fuch  open 
and  repeated  menaces  of  war  and  rupture  between 
the  republic  and  Sweden.,    that  he  was  fatisfied 
the  aflembly  was  not  guided  by  a  fpirit  of  peace 
apd  Tcconciliation,  but  rather  influenced  by  the 
author  of  the  troubles,  whofe  fcntiments  and  de- 
figns  they  folely  expreffcd  :  that  this  conduit  had 
too  much  opened  the  eyes  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
\o  futfer  himfelf  to  be  any  longer  amufcd  by  the 
delays  of  negotiations  :  that,  however,  his  majefty 
did  not  refufe  to  make  a  proper  peace  with  there- 
public,  for  which  he  had  given  lignal  proofs  of 
his  affedlion  by  refilling  the  advantages  of  private 
treaties    offered    to   his    majefty,    but  injurious 
^o  the  liberties  of  Poland  :  that  they  would  do 
irell  not  tq  refufe  the  pffeys  of  affiftance  and 

confirmation 
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confirmation  of  the  alliance  made  by  his  majcfty 
to  the  republic,  of  which,  if  they  did,  they  might 
have  caufe  to  repent  :  that  laftly,  he  had  pointed 
out  the  fureft  means  of  procuring  peace,  and  was 
ready  to  hearken  to  the  propofitions  which  Ihould 
be  made  to  him  on  that  fubjecft,  in  an  aflcmbly 
wherein  the  primate  of  the  kingdom  Ihould  pre- 
fide,  whom  his  prudence  and  love  for  jufticc 
ought  to  render  agreeable  to  both  parties. 

Charles  XII.  who  did  not  love  long  treaties,  and 
grew  tired  of  ina6livity,  left  Prague  to  fall  upon 
the  Saxons  at  Pultufch.  As  he  was  upon  his 
march,  he  received  the  primate's  anfwer  to  the 
forcgoing  declaration.  The  king,  who  defired  a 
politive  anfwer,  was  dilpleafed  with  the  obfcurity 
of  the  primate's  letter.  The  only  point  in  it  that 
was  plainly  exprefled  was,  a  proteftation  never  to 
dethrone  Auguftus. 

In  the  mean  time  Charles  paffed  the  rivers^ 
marched  again  ft  the  Saxons  at  Pultufch,  anddrovef 
them  before  him.  His  prefcnce  was  fufficient  to 
procure  a  victory.  After  this  late  fuccefs,  he  ad- 
vanced under  tlic  walls  of  Thorn,  which  wag 
blockaded  by  eight  thoufand  Swedes  on  the  i6th 
of  May.  The  place  was  fortified  with  a  garrifon 
of  fix  thoufimd  Saxons;  but  large  as  the  garrifon 
was,  it  was  far  inferior  to  the  iJooo  Swedes  who 
bcficgcd  it. 

Auguftus,  yielding  on  all  fides  to  the  victorious 
arms  of  his  enemy,  at  laft  calledhis  friends  together 
to  repair  his  loflcs.  He  opened  a  diet  at  Lublin 
June  19th,  whither  the  cardinal  had  theaffurance 
to  come.  The  prelate  feemcd  to  promife  fair,  paid 
his  duty  to  the  king,  took  the  r>aths  with  the  reft„ 
never  to  confent  to  the  dethroning  of  Auguftus, 
and  to  do  all  he  could  for  the  prefervation  of  his 
^rown.     By  this  means  he  prevented  tlie  violent 

yclblutioftSi 


HISTORY   OF    POLA17D.  069 

tefolutions  which  were  then  talked  of,  of  abo* 
lilhing  his  dignity,  and  declaring  him  a  traitor  \o 
bis  country,  and  unfaithful  to  his  prince.  The 
affembly  gave  Auguilus  leave  to  raife  taxes  for 
tlie  fupport  of  the  war,  and  to  make  what  alli- 
ances he  judged  proper  with  foreign  powers.  He 
repeated  the  oaths  he  had  before  taken  at  Sen- 
domir,  to  affure  the  Poles  that  he  had  no  defiga 
upon  the  liberty  of  their  country. 

The  aflembly  which  was  held  afterwards,  and 
is  called  Poft-comitial,  as  it  conftantly  follows  the 
diets  or  comitia,  empowered  the  cardinal  and  the 
commiffioners  of  the  republic  to  let  the  king  of 
Sweden  know,  that  the  refolutions  taken  at  Lublin 
did  in  no  wife  derogate  from  the  power  already 
given  the  commiffioners  to  conclude  a  peace; 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  they  had  augmented  thofe 
powers  to  treat  with  his  Swedilh  raajefly,  from 
whofe  equity  they  had  caufe  to  expedl  fuch  con- 
ditions as  fhould  be  agreeable  to  reafon.  Purfuant 
to  thefe  refolutions,  the  cardinal  came  to  Warfaw, 
and  informing  the  commiffioners  of  what  was 
done,  he  wrote  to  the  king  of  Sweden  upon  this 
fubjeft,  who  made  anfwcr,  that  he  Ihould  do 
nothing  to  hinder  a  reafonable  peace. 

His  majefty  meant  nothing  by  thefe  general 
terms,  but  a  peace  that  was  agreeable  to  his  own 
intentions.  To  bring  the  Poles  fomoyhat  nearer 
to  his  deligns,  he  changed  the  blockade  of  Thorn 
to  a  liege  in  form  ;  and  the  garrifon,  obliged  to 
furrender  at  difcretion,  found  more  favourable 
conditions  from  the  king's  generofity,  than  they 
could  have  hoped  for  from  a  treaty. 

1 704.  Auguflus  feeing  that  his  forces  daily  came 
to  nothing,  fent  an  embafly  to  the  czar  of  Muf- 
covy,  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  alliance  offenlive  and 
defenlivc;  notwithftanding  it  was  oppofed  by  fomc 

of 
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bf  the  fenators.. .  Thefe  proceedings  againft  the 
inclinations  of  the  Poles  fiill  farther  alienated  theif 
feffe^lions  from  him,  dnd  favoured  the  affembly  o{' 
the  confederates  which  the  primate  held  at  War- 
ihw.  The  prelate  talked  of  nothing  but  quieting 
the  troubles  of  the  kingdom ;  and  even  went  fo 
far  as  to  give  the  king  notice,  that  it  had  been 
propofed  to  dethrone  him.  But,  thinking  he  had 
clone  cJnough  to  give  a  colour  to  his  a6lions,  he 
loon  after  entered  into  all  the  views  of  the  confe- 
deration. 

As  fqoli  as  the  cardinal  had  thrown  off  the 
maflc,  tljc  interregnum  was  refolved  on  by  the 
confederates.  Some  of  them,  ftruck  with  the  con- 
fccjuenccs  of  fuch  a  rcfolution,  and  affeded  bjr 
the  menace?  of  the  czar  and  king  Augufttis,  de- 
clared tlicy  came  not  to  the  aflembly  to  dethrone 
the  king,  but  only  to  heal  the  maladies  of  the  re- 
public. Their  zeal  funk  or  rofe  in  proportion  to 
the  circumflanccs  that  *  intervened.  Auguftus, 
then  at  Cracow  with  his  followers,  declared  the 
nobility  alicrnblcd  at  Warfaw  to  be  rebels  an.d 
traitors.  This  news  exafperated  them  ftill  more^ 
and  fome  of-  the  deputies  broke  out  into  furious 
inve61ivcs  againft  the  king  :  "  Which  of  our  privi- 
**  leges  (faid  they),  however  facred,  has  nof  Au- 
"  gnftus  violated  ?  The  people  are  impoverilhed, 
*'  the  principal  tamilics  of  the  ftate  oppreffed,  all 
*^  Poland  enflavcd  by  Saxon  garrifons,  the  lire  of 
'^  war  kindled  to  confume  the  little  remains  of 
"  our  expiring  liberty  •  and  are  not  thefe  fub- 
"  ftantial  proofs  tliat  Auguftus  tramples  his  oaths, 
"  and  our  moll  lacred  laws,  under  his  feet  ?^* 

Thefe  j)old  atid  free  difcourfes  cemented  the 
refolutions  of  the  aflembly,  and  encouraged  fuch 
of  the  deputies  as  had  fuffercd  their  relblution  to 
cooL     A  new  incident  revitcd  their  firlt  warmth, 

and 
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*hd  difpcUed  all  their  doubts  about  dethroning 
Auguilus.  They  learned  by  a  letter  from  prince 
Alexander  Sobiefki,  that  his  two  brothers  James 
and  Conflantinewere  carried  off  near  Breflaw  in 
Silefia  by  the  orders  of  the  king  of  Poland.  This 
violence  loofened  the  tongues  of  the  whole  aflem-» 
Ibly,  and  they  made  no  hefitation  to  refolve  upon 
the  interregnum. 

Auguftus  was  no  fooner  informed  of  what  had 
pafled  in  the  aflembly  at  Warfaw,  than  he  gave 
tiotice  of  it  to  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  and  likewife 
to  the  pope,  who  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to 
prevent  fo  ftrange  a  revolution.  The  pontiff  wrote 
to  the  primate  in  prefiing  terms,  not  to  give  fo 
great  a  fcandal  to  Europe  ;  but  the  blow  was 
already  flruck.     The  cardinal,  in  his  anfwer  to 
the  pope,  defcribed  the  injury  offered  to  the  two 
princes  in  the  moil  lively  colours ;  he  repeated 
the  feveral  attempts  of  king  Auguftus  upon  the 
liberty  of  Poland ;  the  Saxons  introduced  into  the 
heart   of  the  kingdom  ;  a.  war  entered  into  tc^ 
drain  the  republic  and  ruin  great  families  ;   the 
defeats  of  Auguftus  ;  the  ravage  of  Poland  ;  the 
abfolilte  contempt  of  executing  the  Pa6la  Con- 
Venta,  a  facred  contract  broken  and  trampled  under' 
foot  by  Auguftus.     He  added  in  his  letter,  thdt 
the  cries  and  groans  of  their  opprcffcd  country  had 
at  laft  entered  the  hearts  of  the  good  Poles,  who* 
had  no  other  way  left  of  relieving  their  common 
mother,  than  by  refcuing  her  from  the  hands  o^ 
the  oppreffpr.     Laftly,  he  juftified  his  aflbciatioa 
with   Sweden,    and  concluded  \vith  calling   in 
doubt  the  fincerity  of  Auguftus's  converfion. 

This  letter,  keen  as  it  was,  made  no  alteration  m 

the  pO|)e*s  refolution ;  he  wrote  back  to  the  car- 

diiid,  adviflng  him  to  temper,  and  not  to  make 

the  evil  worfe  by  dethroning  the  king.    T*ii^ 
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pope^s  fblicitations  had  no  effedl  upon  the  cardi- 
nal, and  the  interregnum^  already  rcfolved  iipon, 
was  publifhed  in  the  beginning  of  May.  The 
heat  of  their  paffions  had  hindered  feveral  pala- 
tines from  feeing  the  confequences  of  fuch  dan- 
gerous proceedings ;  but  when  they  came  to  con- 
fider  of  them  more  coolly,  they  were  fhocked  at 
what  they  had  done,  and  went  off  from  the  refl: 
of  the  confederates.  They  faid  they  came  to 
Warfaw  with  no  other  view  than  to  labour  for 
peace,  and  not  to  prolong  the  troubles  by  fuch 
violent  methods  as  could  only  end  in  the  abfolute 
ruin  of  the  commonwealth. 

No  regard  was  paid  to  their  feparation ;  on  the 
other  hand,  it  was  refolved  to  finifti  what  was 
already  begun.  General  Home,  the  king  of 
Sweden's  minifter  in  this  affair,  came  to  the  af- 
fembly  with  the  palatine  of  Ppfnania,  and  the 
marflial  of  the  confederation,  who  had  been  to 
make  him  a  vifit.  The  bifhop  of  Pofnania,  and 
the  palatines  of  Pofnania  and  Siradia  were  ap- 
pointed the  commiffioners  of  the  republic  to  treat 
with  this  general. 

Auguftus,  enraged  at  the  condu6l  of  the  c6n- 
federates,  broke  into  a  fevere  invedlive  againil 
them  in  the  general  diet  which  he  had  called  to 
meet  at  Scndomir.  But  neither  his  menaces  nor 
his  complaints  were  capable  of  putting  a  ftop  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  confederates,  who  foon 
opened  a  diet  at  Warfaw  for  the  eledlion  of  a  new 
king.  The  candidates  named  were.  Prince  Alex- 
ander Sobiefki.  the  prince  of  Conti,  and  fomc 
ethers ;  but  the  eyes  of  all  were  fixed  upon  the 
fcrmer  two.  Prince  Alexander  was  favoured  by 
the  king  of  Sweden,  whofe  proteflion  was  of 
great  weight  with  moft  part  of  the  eledlors,  who 
were  no  other  than  the  inilrumcnts  of  his  will. 
'^  S  Th0 
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The  prince  of  Conti  was  fupported  by  the  cardi- 
nal, who  was  almoft  the  only  one  of  his  party. 
Alexander,  however,  whep  prefled  by  Charles  XII. 
to  accept  the  crown,  protefted  that  he  would 
never  afcend  the  throne  which  fortune  had  de- 
nied to  his  elder  brother.  This  moderation  of 
young  Sobielki,  and  the  few  friends  of  the 
prince  of  Conti,  caufed  all  mention  of  them  to  be 
dropped  in  the  diet.  The  other  candidates  divi- 
ded the  voices  in  the  aflembly,  who  finding  they 
were  not  likely  to  agree  about  them,  refufed 
them  all. 

A  new  candidate,  who  had  almoft  every  voice 
on  his  fide,  contributed  not  a  little  to  make  them 
entirely  forgotten.  This  was  Staniflaus  Lec:^inlki, 
palatine  of  Pofnania,  a  young  lord,  brave,  libe- 
ral, and  indefatigable^  and  of  a  difpofition  likely 
to  put  an  end  to  all  their  divifions.  The  king 
of  Sweden,  who  at  firft  warmly  declared  in  be- 
half of  prince  Alexander,  not  finding  him  diipofed 
to  comply  witli  his  intentions,  afterwards  left  the 
liberty  of  choofing  to  the  nobility;  but  when  he 
heard  they  had  owned  the  merit  of  Stanifiaus,  he 
defired  that  he  might  be  proclaimed  king  without 
any  regard  to  the  ufual  formalities,  which  took 
up  more  time  than  was  confiftent  with  his  viva- 
city. Staniflaus  was  then  declared  king  of  Po- 
land and  grand  duke  of  Lithuania  July  the  1 2th, 
at  nine  in  the  evening,  by  the  biihop  of  Pofna- 
nia. 

Augufins  having  heard  at  Kamin  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  palatine  of  Pofnania,  aflembled  in  that 
city  the  great  council  he  had  called  together  at 
/Sendomir.  Staniflaus  was  there  declared  a  rebel 
and  traitor  to  his  country,  and  the  great  zeal  of 
Auguftus's  party  might  have  kept  hum  in  heart, 
if  his  arms  had  been  lef§  unfucccfsftd ;  but  while 
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he  was  engaging  with  -his  rival  by  vain  dectara« 
tions^  the  Swedes  were  routing  the  Saxon  troops^ 
upon  which  he  fUU  founded  fome  fmall  degree 
of  hope. 

Count  Leewenhaupt,  a  Swedifli  general,  with 
an  army  of  7000  men,  fell  upon  1 2,000  Saxons^ 
commanded  by  prince  Wiefnowifki,  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Duna,  cut  off  3000  of  them,  put  the 
reft  to  flight,  and  feized  upon  their  baggage  and 
artillery.  This  lofs  was  followed  by  another, 
\vhich  was  lefs  confiderable  indeed  as' to  the  num-' 
ber  of  the  flain,  but  of  much  greater  confequence 
as  to  the  officers  involved  in  it.  The  Saxons 
thinking  to  furprize  3000  Swedifli  dragoons,  who 
Were  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pofen, 
inarched  to  attack  them  by  night ;  but  the  Swedes 
received  them  fo  brifltly,  that  they  drove  them 
back,  and  eAirely  defeated  them. 

The  king  of  Sweden  allowed  Auguftus  no 
longer  intermiflion,  than  the  Swedifli  generals 
did  the  generals  of  the  Saxons.  He  advanced 
towards  Solock,  where  that  prince  lay  encamped ; 
but  Auguftus,  deceiving  his  enemy  by  an  extra- 
ordinaiy  march,  appeared  before  Watfaw,  which 
he  forced  to  open  her  gates  to  him ;  the  caflle, 
into  which  general  Home  retired,  was  obliged  to 
furrender,  and  the  garrifon  were  made  prifoners 
of  war,  after  having  obtained  Ibme  conditions 
which  alleviated  their  fate.  Charles  XII.  not 
having  time  enough  to  hinder  the  entrance  of 
Auguftus,  was  unwilling  to  lofe  the  benefit  of 
his  march,  and  therefore  laid  fiege  to  Leopold, 
which  he  carried  the  next  day  by  aflault,  though 
the  garrifon  made  a  ftout  refiftance. 

After  this  laft  fucccis,  the  Swedifli  army,  which 
was  joined  before  Leopold  by  king  Staniflaus  and 
his  followers,  decamped  to  fall  upon  the  troops 
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of  Auguftus,  which  lay  within  a  few  leagues  of 
Warfaw  upon  the  Viftula.  Auguftus^  fearing  his 
ill  fortune,  divided  his  army,  which  confift^i  of 
45,000  men,  into  three  bodies,  that  the  king  of 
Sweden  might  not  crulh  him  to  pieces  by  a  fingle 
blow. 

1705.  While  he  was  endeavouring  to  fave  his 
forces,  his  rival's  party  was  increafing  daily.  The 
palatine  of  Kiow,  who  had  formed  a  party  under 
the  name  of  the  Indifferents,  fooa  went  over  to 
Staniflaus.  The  cardinal  himfelf,  who  had  not 
as  yet  abfolutely  declared  himfelf,  embraced  his 
caufe ;  and  to  give  him  a  proof  of  the  lincerity 
of  his  intentions,  he  called  a  general  diet  to  meet 
at  Warfaw,  July  i  ith,  to  confirm  his  election, 
and  fix  the  day  of  his  coronation.  The  affembly 
joined  with  the  primate,  and  Staniflaus  was 
crowned  in  the  church  of  St.  John,  having  fwom 
tb  the  obfervation  of  the  PaSla  Conventa  the  day 
before.  Charles  XII.  was  prefent  at  the  ceremony 
incognitOj  and  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  king 
confirmed^  who  owed  his  crown  to  him. 


SECT.     XIIL 


STANISLAUS    LECZINSKI. 


The  cardinal  did  not  long  ferve  the  new  king,' 
dying  at  Dantzick  on  the  13th  of  06tober.  This 
gentleman,  whofe  characSter  has  been  fo  diffe- 
rently drawn  by  different  parties,  was  the  fon  of 
Jerome  Radzieiowflci  flaroft  of  Lomza,  and  af- 
terwards vice-chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  The 
young  Radzieiowfki  was  left  an  orphan  at  nine 
years  old,  and  queen  Louifa,  affected  with  his 
misfortune^  gave  him  an  education  foitable  to  his 
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birth.  When  grown  up,  he  followed  the  fbfA 
tunes  of  Sobielki,  who  in  1679  nominated  him 
to  the  bilhopric  of  Warmerlandt,  and  made  him 
vice-chancellor  of  the  kingdom.  Pope  Inno- 
eent  XL  honoured  him  with  the  Roman  purple 
in  1683  ;  and  the  king  foon  after  gave  him  the 
primacy  of  Poland^ 

He  is  rdprefented  on  one  fide  as  a  crafty  vil-» 
lain,  and  on  the  other  as  a  man  of  ability  and  pe- 
lictration ;  but,  in  reality,  he  was  only  timorou^ 
and  wavering.  We  may  venture  to  aver,  that 
his  conduft  at  Lublin  was  wholly  owing  to  this 
difpofition  ;  thither  he  went  to  fwear  that  he 
would  preferve  the  crown  to  Auguftus,  and  im- 
mediately returned  to  Warfaw  to  abjure  the  oath 
he  had  taken ;  in  the  firft  place,  flruck  with  tlie 
apprehenfion  of  feeing  a  blow  given  to  his  dig- 
nity, and  then  returning  to  his  fears,  and  fancy- 
ing that  Auguftus  had  ftill  fome  evil  defign  againft 
the  liberty  of  his  country.  Befide,  he  was,  like 
all  the  Poles,  an  enemy  to  a  king  whom  he  did 
not  make,  and  unfaithful  to  the  head  of  a  repub- 
lic which  was  ever  jealous  of  the  condudl  of  its 
fovereigh. 

1706.  The  treat)'',  already  begun  betweeri 
Staniflaus  and  the  king  of  Sweden,  was  at  laft 
ligned  and  ratified  by  the  two  monarchs.  The 
principal  aim  of  this  treaty  was  to  fUpport  Stanif- 
laus upon  the  throne,  and  the  two  cftates  in  a 
iirm  and  durable  alliance.  But  Charles  XXL 
ferved  Staniflaus  better  by  deeds  than  by  promifes. 
His  valiant  Swedes,  difFufed  throughout  all  Po- 
land, cleared  it  of  its  enemies.  A  hundred  thou- 
land  Mufcovites,  which  made  up  feveral  bodies 
of  troops^  were  this  year  either  flain  or  routed 
in  the  kingdom.  But  the  moft  fatal  blow  to  Au- 
guftus's  party  was  the  defeat  of  his  troops  at 
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Frauwenftadt.  Reinfchildt,  at  the  head  of  10,000 
brave  foldiers,  fell  upon  the  enemies  army,  which 
amounted  to  20,000  men.  The  two  wings  of 
the  enemy  gave  way  to  the  impetuofity  of  the 
Swedes  upon  the  firft  onfet,  and  what  followed 
was  rather  a  flaughter  than  an  engagement.  The 
conquerors  broke  the  foot  with  their  ufual  fury 
notwithflanding  all  their  efforts,  and  the  field  of 
battle  was  foon  covered  with  the  flain.  Seven 
thoufand  of  the  enemy  were  left  upon  the  place^ 
and  8000  taken  prifoners ;  yet  fo  complete  a  vic- 
tory did  not  coft  the  Swedes  above  300  of  their 
men,  among  whom  were  fome  officers  of  diftinc- 
tion.  This  brave  a6lion  did  not  lall  more  than 
three  hours.  Bcfide  the  advantage  of  numbers, 
the  Saxons  were  commanded  that  day  by  the  fa- 
mous general  Schulembourg,  who  but  a  fhort 
•  time  before  ha4  gained  the  commendations  of 
Charles  and  Staniilaus  for  a  ikilful  retreat. 

As  foon  as  this  bad  news  had  reached  the  ear 
of  Auguflus,  he  had  recourfe  to  his  ufual  remedies. 
A  great  council  was  called  at  Warfaw,  where  his 
majefly  then  was.  He  foon  after  marched  thence 
to  Cracow,  which  he  ftrengthened  with  new  for- 
tifications, defigning  to  make  it  the  repofitory  of 
Jiis  artillery.  It  was  from  this  city  that  he  ob- 
served the  motions  of  the  Swedes,  and  faw  the 
Lithuanians,  to  his  great  vexation,  pafs  over  to  the 
ilandards  pf  his  rival.  But  nothing  afFe<5led  him 
more  than  the  deftrudlion  of  the  Mufcovites  his 
allies,  who  perifhed  moft  of  them  by  hunger  or 
cold.  They  were  reduced  to  fo  great  diftrefs, 
that  they  were  forced  to  quit  Grodno,  tg  the 
number  of  15,000  foot,  and  near  5000  horfe, 
which  the  king  of  Sweden  harafled  fo  brifkly 
in  their  retreat,  that  very  few  of  tliem  were  lefl, 
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But  Auguftus  had  ftill  fome  hopes  left  of  re- 
pairing his  misfortunes  by  affiftance  from  Saxony ; 
and  Charles  XIL  underftood,  that  he  muft  take 
from  him  all  his  hopes  from  thence,  before  he 
could  reduce  him  to  quit  the  field  to  Staniflaus. 
He  had  no  fooner  formed  this  refolution,  but  he 
entered  Saxony.  This  Angular  conqueror  would 
not  fufFer  the  arrival  of  an  enemy's  army  to  be 
attended  with  any  difturbance  in  the  ftate.  The 
fevere  difcipline  of  his  foldiers  guarded  the  coun- 
try from  all  infiilt ;  but  the  Saxons  could  hardly 
be  brought  to  believe  it,  and  fled  from  town  to 
town  upon  the  approach  of  the  Swedes. 

To  remove  all  their  fears,  Charles  publifhed  a 
declaration,  which  was  a  kind  of  general  fafe- 
guard,  forbidding  all  perfons  whatfoever  to  quit 
their  goods  or  convey  them  away,  under  fevere 
penalties ;  and  then  marching  farther  into  the  * 
eledlorale,  he  gave  orders  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
tradefmcn  at  the  fair  of  Leipfic,  which  was  kept 
as  ufual.  In  the  mean  time  he  did  not  lofe  view 
of  his  defign  to  withdraw  from  Auguftus  all  the 
fuccour  he  could  hope  for  from  Saxony,  which 
he  did  by  impofing  immenfe  contributions  upon 
the  towns. 

Auguftus,  feeing  at  laft  his  aflairs  in  the  con- 
dition he  had  long  dreaded,  grew  fenfible  of  his 
weaknefs  in  Poland,  and  the  neceffity  of  remo^^ 
ving  Charles  XII.  from  his  hereditary  dominions. 
He  found  he  muft  yield  to  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture, and  fubmit  to  the  conqueror.  He  deter- 
mined therefore  to  offer  fome  propofals  to  his 
enemy,  and  difpatched  barons  d'lmhoff^  and  Fin- 
ften  to  the  king  of  Sweden.  Thefe  two  miniftcrs 
came  to  the  Swedifh  camp  at  Alt-Ranftadt,  but 
privately,  for  fear  the  Mufcovites  Ihould  know 
that  their  mafter  was    inclined    to    treat   with 
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Charles  XII.  He  gave  them  full  powers  and  a 
blank  ligned.  Charles  receiving  the  letter  they 
brought  him  from  Atiguftus,  opened  and  read  it. 
He  bade  them  wait  one  moment,  and  he  would 
give  them  an  anfwer ;  then  going  into  his  clofet, 
he  foon  returned  with  a  paper  which  he  had  writ- 
ten, and  wtiich  he  gave  baron  d'ImhofF  to  read, 
The  contents  of  it  were  as  follow : 


(( 


u 


I  CONSENT  to  give  peace  upon  the  foUow- 
'*  ing  conditions,  in  which  it  mufl  not  be 
*^  expefted  that  I  ftiall  make  the  leaft  alte- 
"  ration. 
^^  I.  That  king  Auguftus  renounce  for  ever  the 
crown  of  Poland ;  that  he  acknowledge  Stanif- 
'^  laus  as  lawful  king,  and  that  he  promiie  ne* 
*^  ver  to  remount  the  throne,  even  after  the  death 
"  of  Staniflaus. 

"  II.  That  he  renounce  all  other  treaties,  and 

*^  particularly  thofe  he  has  made  with  Mufcovy. 

^^  III.  That  he  fend  back   with    honour  the 

**  princes  Sobielki  into  my  camp,^  and  all  the  pri- 

"  foners  he  has  taken. 

"  IV.  That  he  deliver  into  my  hands  all  the 
*^  deferters  which  have  entered  into  his  fervice, 
**  particularly  John  Patkul,  and  that  all  proceed- 
^^  ings  be  flopped  againft  fuch  as  have  pafled 
*^  from  his  fervice  into  mine.'* 

The  plenipotentiaries  of  Auguftus  could  qever 
obtain  from  Charles  the  leaft  abatement  of  the 
rigour  of  thefe  conditions,  and  were  therefore 
forced  to  comply  with  his  imperious  inflexibility. 

Charles  cxcrcifed  then  in  Saxony  an  abfolute 
power ;  he  defired  to  know  the  flrength  of  the 
electorate,  and  the  flate  of  the  finances,  and  im- 
mediately his  orders  were  obeyed.  The  regiflers 
were  laid  before  him,  and  by  that  means  he 
T  4  kpew 
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knew  how  much  he  could  demand  of  the  eftatcs, 
from  which  he  diredlly  exaAed  625,000  crowns 
a  month,  which  he  afterwards  reduced  to 
5005O00. 

While  he  was  thus  draining  Saxony,  prince 
MehzikofT,  the  czar's  generaliffimo,  at  the  head 
of  30,000  men  joined  Auguftuswith  his  little 
^,rmy  of  about  6000  Poles  and  Saxons.  The  ar- 
rival qf  the  Mufcovites  threw  his  Polifh  majefty 
into  a  ftrange  confufion.  He  was  under  the 
moft  dreadful  apprehenfions  from  them  in  cafe 
his  negociation  with  Sweden  fhould  be  difco- 
vered  ;  but  what  threw  him  into  a  much  greater 
perplexity  was,  the  prefence,  at  this  time,  of 
10,000  Swedes  commanded  by  general  Meyer- 
feldt.  He  would  have  been  glad  to  decline  an 
engagement,  for  fear  he  Ihould  irritate  the  con- 
queror, who  was  already  too  much  incenfed.  He 
is  faid  to  have  given  notice  to  the  Swedifh  general, 
that  there  was  a  negociatjon  on  foot  between  him 
and  Charles  XII.  but  this  circumftance  only  added 
to  the  ardour  of  the  Swedes.  Compelled  at  laft 
to  yield  to  the  inftances  of  prince  Men^ikofF,  and 
provoked  by  the  confidence  of  Meyerfeldt,  he  con- 
lented  to  a  battle,  which,  whetlier  loft  or  won^ 
would  prove  alike  fatal  to  him.  It  feemed  as  if 
fortune,  till  then  pbftinately  bent  to  purfue  him, 
declared  at  laft  in  his  favour,  only  to  advance  his 
ruin  by  a  kindnefs  fliewn  too  late.  The  Swedes 
were  conquered  at  Califh  ;  but  the  vicSlory  of 
Auguftus  ferved  only  to  make  the  ypke  more 
heavy  which  Charles  XII.  laid  upon  him. 

Auguftus  was  entering  Warfaw  in  triumph, 
when  Finft:er,  one  of  his  plenipotentiaries,  pre- 
fented  him  with  the  treaty  of  peace  which  depri- 
ved him  of  the  crown.  In  the  firft  emotions  of 
his  heart,  upon  the  light  of  the  fatal  iq^lrum^nt 

of 
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of  his  fhame,  he  doubted  whether  he  Ihould  not 
march  at  the  head  of  his  viiftorious  troops  to  f^U 
upon  the  king  of  Swedep  in  Saxony  ;  but  fearing 
to  be  overwhelmed  in  an  abyfs,  in  which  he  was 
already  funk  too  deep,  he  at  laft  confented  to  fign 
his  abdication,  and  went  into  Saxony,  hoping  to 
difarm  his  inflexible  enemy  by  his  prefence. 

The  two  kings  met  at  Gunterfdorf  in  count 
Piper's  quarters,  were  feveral  times  together,  ^od 
Charles  Ihewed  great  external  reipedl  to  Auguf- 
tus ;  y^t  thefevain  appearances  brought  but  little 
confolation  for  the  feverity  of  Charles,  who  made 
him  pay  ,dear  for  the  vidlory  at  Califh,  which 
he  gained  over  general  Meyerfeldt,  This  feverity 
Charles  carried  fo  far,  as  to  oblige  him  to  fend 
the  jewels  j^nd  archives  of  the  crown  to  his 
fucceflTor  Staniflaus.  But  what  completed  the 
degradation  of  Auguffais  was,  his  being  obliged 
to  congratulate  on  hiS  acceflion  to  the  throne  the 
man  who  was  going  to  ufurp  his  place,  and  that 
in  the  following  terms  didtated  by  the  Swedifh 
monarch : 

^^  Sir  and  Brother, 

^^  We  little  imagined  it  would  have  been  neceflary 
to  enter  into  a  literary  correfpondence  with  your 
majefty :  neverthelefs,  in  order  to  pleafe  his  ma- 
jefty  of  Sweden,  and  to  avoid  the  ii^fpicion  of  our 
being  unwilling  to  gratify  his  defire,  we  hereby 
congratulate  you  on  your  acceflion  to  the  throne, 
and  wifti  you  may  find  in  your  native  country 
more  faithful  fubjefts  than  we  have  left  there. 
AH  the  world  will  do  us  the  jufl:ice  to  believe, 
that  we  have  received  nothing  but  the  moft  uur 
fateful  returns  for  our  good  offices,  and  that  the 
greater  part  of  oui  fubjeds  feemed  to  have  no 
other  aim  th^n  to  haften  our  ruin. — ^Wifliing 
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that  you  may  never  be  expofed  to  the  like  misfor-« 
tunes,  we  commit  you  to  the  prote6lion  of  God. 

"  Your  brother  and  neighbour, 

"  Augustus,  King.'' 
Drefden, 
April  8,  1707. 

Auguftus  underwent  this  mortification  with  the 
policy  of  a  man  that  was  accuilomed  to  fad  revo- 
lutions ;  but  he  knew  not  how  to  digeft  the  af- 
front of  being  compelled  to  give  up  Patkul  to  the 
vengeance  of  the  king  of  Sweden. 

John  Rcjmold  Patkul,  a  gentleman  of  Livonia, 
had  done  great  fervices  for  Auguftus.  He  was 
the  czar's  ambaflador,  and  was  demanded  back 
by  the  Ruffian  emperor  in  very  high  terms.  On 
the  other  hand,  Charles  Xli.  would  grant  no 
peace  to  Auguftus  on  any  other  Condition,  than 
the  giving  up  of  Patkul  into  Ws  hands.  Thefe 
circun^ftanceSy  and  the  dread  of  being  reproached 
with  1  igratitucU:,  lay  heavy  upon  Auguftus.  At 
laft  he  thought  to  fave  his  reputation,  and  fattsfy 
the  king  of  '.%^edcn,  by  contriving  the  prifoner's 
cfcape  before  the  Swedes  could  feize  upon  his 
perfon ;  but  Patkul's  ill  fortune  difappointed  the 
kiiij^'s  difcretion.  The  governor  of  the  caftlc 
where  he  lay  imprifoned  demanded  a  large  fum  of 
money  of  him  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  which  Patkul 
(aware  of  the  king's  intention)  refuted  to  give  him. 
While  they  were  difputing,  the  Swedes  came  up, 
and  the  vilftim  was  forced  to  be  delivered  into 
their  hands. 

The  unfortunate  Patkul  was  condemned  to  be 
broken  alive  upon  the  wheel,  and  bore  that  pu- 
nifliment  with  conflancy  which  in  its  very  appa- 
ratus is  capable  of  ftaggering  the  firmeft  refolu- 
tion.  His  crimes  were,  his  oppofing  the  will  of 
I  Charles 
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Charles  XL  father  to  Charles  XII.  in  maintaining 
the  liberties  of  Livonia  his  country,  and  fuccef- 
iively  palling  into  the  fervice  of  Auguftus  and  the 
czaXy  the  fwom  enemies  of  Swedeiv  His  cha- 
ratJter  of  ambaffador  ought  to  have  guarded  him 
jigainft  fuch  barbarous  treatment ;  but  Charles, 
who  confidered  him  only  ^s  a  rebel  fubjedl,  put 
him  to  a  cruel  death,  which  was  iij  his  eyes  no 
more  than  an  aft  of  juftice. 

The  czar  was  now  highly  provoked  at  the 
treaty  concluded  at  Alt-Ranftadt,  by  Auguftus 
with  the  king  of  Sweden,  and  fent  his  complaints 
into  all  the  ftates  of  Europe  of  the  treatment  of- 
fered to  his  minifter.  He  omitted  nothing  that 
might  contribute  to  glut  his  revenge.  He  gained 
Qver  to  his  intereft  the  principal  of  the  Poles,  who 
met  at  Leopold  in  great  numbers,  and  engaged 
them  to  a  refolution  of  eleAing  a  new  king,  and 
writing  to  all  foreign  powers,  not  to  acknowledge 
any  other  king  of  Poland  than  the  pcrfon  whom 
they  Ihould  advance  to  the  throne. 

In  the  mean  time  Staniflaus  procured  himfelf 
to  be  acknowledged  by  moft  of  the  princes  in 
Europe,  fome  of  whom  gave  him  that  fetisfadlion 
only  that  they  might  have  it  in  their  power  more 
certainly  to  do  him  a  mifchief. 

There  was  held  in  May  another  aflembly  at 
Lublin,  in  which  the  throne  was  declared  vacant. 
The  diet  was  called  for  a  third  eledlion,  when 
Staniflaus,  leaving  the  king  of  Sweden  in  Saxo- 
ny, came  into  Poland  with  general  Reinfchildt 
at  th^  head  of  fixteen  Swedifti  regiments. 
Charks  followed  them  foon  after  with  the  reft  of 
the  army.  Upon  his  approach,  the  czar  retired 
^eedily  into  his  own  dominions ;  but  neither  the 
ice,  nor  the  difficulty  of  thp  way,  could  put  a 

flop 
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flop  to  his  enemy,  who  marched  inceflantly  in 
order  to  reach  him. 

1708.  After  feveral  engagements,  in  which 
the  Swedes  were  always  conquerors,  the  army, 
which  now  began  to  want  neceflaries,  ieized  upon 
Mohilow,  a  frontier  place  of  Poland,  that  was 
well  fupplied  with  provifions.  This  fuccour  came 
yery  feafonably,  before  the  arrival  of  the  convoy, 
which  general  Leewenhaupt  was  to  bring  up, 
with  a  fupply  of  twelve  thouland  ipen.  The  king 
of  Sweden  for  fome  time  ftill  purfuing  the  Muf- 
covites^  marched  his  troops  toward  the  Ukraine, 
where  he  hoped  to  fubfift  them  by  means  of  Ma- 
zcppa,  the  -prince  of  the  Coflacks  who  inhabit 
that  countr}%  He  had  entered  into  a  private 
treaty  with  this  general,  who  thought  to  revenge 
himielf  of  the  czar  for  the  ill  treatment  he  had 
received  from  him.  The  czar  communicating  to 
him  his  defign  of  bringing  into  greater  fubjeiUon 
the  Coflacks,  a  fort  or  vagabond  people  like  the 
Tartars,  Mazeppa  told  him  it  would  be  impoffi- 
ble  to  execute  his  project ;  which  threw  the  czar 
into  fuch  violence  of  paflion,  that  he  threatened 
to  have  him  impaled  alive.  This  general  had 
engaged  to  join  the  king  qf  Sweden  with  30,000 
men,  who  waited  for  him  with  impatience,  but 
yraited  in  vain.  The  Coira,ck's  defigns  were  dif- 
covered  by  the  Mufcovites,  who  prevented  tho 
execution  of  them,  cut  his  troops  in  pieces,  and 
obliged  him  to  fly  for  fhelteif  to  the  king  of  Swe- 
den with  6000  men,  the  feeble  remains  of  his  ar- 
my. His  towns  were  takeii,  his  provifiona  plun- 
dered, the  enemy  in  the  heart  ol  his  dominions, 
dcftroying  with  fire  and  fvvord,  and  himfelf  with- 
out any  other  confolation  than  the  afFediion  of 
jjicCoHacks. 

Mean- 
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Meanwhile  Leewenhaupt  was  bringing  up  the 
ammunition  and  fupplies  which  the  king  of  Swe- 
den expeAed,  the  czar,  informed  of  his  march,, 
tefolved  to  prevent  his  joining  with  the  king  of 
Sweden^     In  Ihort,  it  was  a  decifive  blow ;  if 
this  convoy  could  be  canied  off,  the  Swedes  muft 
be  reduced  to  extremities  ;  and  therefore  he  made 
tio  hefitation  to  march   againft   Leewenhaupt^ 
whom  he  encountered  near  Lefno.     He  had  with 
him  50,000  men,  and  the  general  of  the  enemy 
but  16,000.     Yet,  notwithftanding  the  inequality 
of  numbers,  the  brave  Swedes  flood  five  obftinate 
engagements  in  three  days ;  but  at  laft  Leewen- 
haupt was  overpowered,  and  obliged  to  retreat 
with  the  lofs  of  10,000  of  his  men.   He  fet  fire  to 
the  waggons  loaden  with  provifions,  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  enemies  hands;    but  the 
Mufcovites  came  up  time  enough  to  extinguifli  the 
fire,  and  faved  the  beft  part  of  the  ammunition. 

Leewenhaupt  arrived  at  the  king's  camp 
crowned  with  glory,  but  without  the  fuccours, 
which  were  now  become^  abfolutely  neceffary. 
The  5000  men  he  had  favcd  from  flaughter,  far 
from  being  a  recruit,  feemed  to  be  come  only  to 
increafo  their  diftrcfs. 

So  many  misfortunes  would  have  fubdued  the 
courage  of  any  other  man  than  Charles  XIL 
Trained  up  as  he  was  in  a  courfe  of  profperity, 
it  might  liave  been  thought  that  his  lolFes  would 
have  hung  the  heavier  on  him  when  he  fell  into 
adverfity ;  but,  loling  nothing  of  his  natural  refo- 
lution,  he  taught  his  foldiers  to  bear  the  fevereft 
hunger  and  fatigue  with  refignation.  At  the  dif- 
tance  he  was  from  all  places  whence  he  might 
have  expefted  relief,  he  had  no  hope  but  in  Sta- 
niflaus ;  who,  however,  h^  already  too  much 
bufineis  upon  his  hands  from  general  Siniawfki, 

and 
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and  belides  would  have  run  too  great  a  hazard  by 
inarching  into  the  Ukraine,  where  the  Mufco- 
Vites  could  eafily  have  impeded  his  paffage. 

Every  thiilg  now  conlpired  to  ruin  the  king  of 
Sweden's  army.     The  winter  was  fo  feVere,  that 
aooo  of  his  foldiers  perifhed  by  cold.     Thofe 
troops,  hitherto  fo  well  maintained,  had  not  then 
wherewithal  to  guard  them  from  the  injuries  of 
the  weathef  •  The  greater  part  of  them  were  with-* 
out  boots,  without  Ihoes,  without  cloaths,  and 
all  wanted  bread.     This  army,  farther  weakened 
by  continual  Ikirmilhes^  was  at  the  point  of  pe- 
rifliilig  entirely,  when   Charles  XII.   fetting  at 
nought  all  obftacles,  laid  fiege  to  Pultowa,  a  town 
fituated  on  the  eaftern  borders  of  the  Ukraine^ 
He  flattered  himfelf  that  he  Ihould  put  an  end  to 
the  miferies  of  his  army  by  the  conqueft  of  this 
place,  where  the  czar  had  laid  up  abundance  of 
provilions.     But  neither  the  valour  of  the  Swedes, 
nor  the  intelligence  Mazeppa  had  in  the  place, 
were  able  to  give  fuccefs  to  the  king  of  Sweden's 
defign.     He  could  not  even  prevent  the  enemy 
from  throwing  fuccours  into  the  town,  and  the 
lie'ge  began  to  be  drawn  out  into  length.  Charles, 
Whofe  courage  incrcafed  by  difficulties,  warmly 
preflcd  the  beficged.     The  curtain  was  already 
taken,  when  he  received  a  wound  in  his  heel. 
This    accident   was    followed    by   news    which 
would  have  fl^ggered  any  other  man  of  lefs  cou- 
rage than  himfelf. 

He  learned  that  the  czar  was  come  up  with  an 
army  twice  as  large  as  his  own,  which  confifted 
but  of  r  8,000  Swedes,  and  a  like  number  of  Cof- 
facks,  half  dead  with  cold  and  want.  The  Muf- 
covite  army,  befide  die  advantage  of  numbers, 
wanted  for  nothing,  and  oonlifted  of  frelh  troops 
well  experienced  by  fevcral  engagements. 

Under 
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Under  thefe  extremities,  Charles  made  a  lafl 
effort  to  fave  his  army.  His  wound  put  him  out 
of  condition  to  a6l  with  his  wonted  vigour.  In- 
clofed,  however,  between  the  Boryfthenes  and 
the  river  Pultowa,  and  farther  hemmed  in  by  a 
numerous  army,  he  was  under  a  neceility  of  ma- 
king  his  way  through  the  enemy,  or  of  perilhing 
with  hunger.  He  did  not  hefitate  a  momenta 
He  fent  for  the  field-marflial  Reinifchildt  into  his 
tent  by  night,  and  gave  him  orders  to  prepare  to 
march  againft  the  Mufcovites  next  mornings 
which  he  received  with  a  furprife  mixed  with  ad- 
miration.. He  withdrew  to  execute  his  mailer's 
commands,  who  flept  foundly  till  break  of  day. 

On  the  two  monarchs  vvhofe  fortunes  were  to  be 
decided  by  the  event  of  that  great  day  were  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  fixed.  They  were  both  ani- 
mated with  an  eager  defire  of  Conquering  an  irre-* 
concileable  enemy.  Thirty  vidlories  did  not  allow 
Charles  to  doubt  of  fuccefs  ;  and  Alexiowit2S^ 
equally  flattered  himfelf  firom  his  thirty  defeats^ 
which  had  taught  him  how  to  conquer ;  both  of 
them  fond  of  ^ory,  Charles  for  its  own  fake,  and 
Alexiowitz  for  the  happinefs  and  intereft  of  Iiis 
empire.  The  Swede  had  made  kings,  and  the 
Mufcovite  had  made  dominions  and  fubjedts* 
Charles  rifqued  his  whole  reputation  ;  and  Alexi- 
owitz, to  the  title  of  .founder  of  a  people  and  an 
empire,  fought  to  give  the  addition  of  the  con- 
queror of  the  greateft  general  of  his  age. 

The  aftion  began  by  break  of  day  between  the 
two  armies.  The  Swedes,  to  the  number  of 
25,000,  came  out  of  their  trenches,  and  marched 
diredlly  againft  the  enemy,  who  were  beginning 
to  form  their  camp*  The  Swedifh  horfe  fell  upon 
the  enemies  fquadrons  with  their  ufual  fury.;  and 
the  Mufcovites  fell  back  in  diforden  Succefs  al- 
ready 
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ready  deckled  for  their  enemies,  and  Charles  madd 
no  doubt  of  gaining  the  day,  when  the  czarftopt 
the  fugitives,  raUied  his  horfe,  made  head  againft 
the  conquerors,  broke  them,  and  drove  them 
befbrei  him  with  all  the  fury  that  the  fhame  of 
having  turned  their  backs,  and  vengeance,  could 
infpire.  Charles  expc6led,  with  impatiencel,  that 
general  Creuts,  whom  he  had  detached  with  500a 
horfe,  Ihould  fall  upon  the  enemy  in  flank ;  but 
Creuts  was  tharched  off.  This  circumftance  fe- 
cured  the  Mufcovites,  and  was  the  ruin  of  the 
Swedes. 

All  however  was  not  yet  defperate.  The  king 
of  Sweden  difpofed  the  troops  he  had  left  in  two 
lines.  The  foot  were  polled  in  the  center,  and 
fupported  on  each  fide  by  the  horfe,  which  made 
up  the  two  wings.  The  czar  difpofed  his  army 
in  the  fame  order,  and  advanced  his  foot  againft 
the  foot  of  the  enemy.  In  the  mean  time  feverity- 
two  cannons  played  upon  the  SwcdeSj  whofe  whole 
artillery  was  only  four  bad  pieces  of  mortar  ill 
iervpd. 

Alexiowitz,  moiinted  upon  a  Tufkifh  horfe^ 
flew  firoth  rank  to  rank,  while  Charles  was  forced 
to  be  candied  in  a  litter  becaufe  of  his  wound. 
In  the  beginning  of  this  adliouj  the  king's  litter 
was  Ihattered  to  pieces  by  a  cannon  ball,  and  his 
majcfty  overturned.  Tne  Swedifh  army,  upon 
feeing  the  king  fall,  immediately  gave  way ;  all 
were  put  to  the  fword  or  taken  prifoners,  and 
the  king  himfelf  was  obliged  to  fly.  He  retired 
to  the  Turks,  whom  he  attempted  in  vain  to  arm 
:lgainfl  the  conqueror, 

Europe  heard  with  aftontfh/hent  the  defeat  of 
Charles,  and  the  ele6tor  king  Auguflus  foon 
IheXvfed  that  he  thought  treaties  but  temporary 
laws.    He  wa3  no  foouer  fure  of  the  vicftory 

gained 
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^gained  by  the  Mufcovites,  than  he  c'aft  the  xiii- 
tiiliers  into  prifon  who  had  ligned  tlie  peace  of 
Alt-Raniladt.  He  publiftied  a  manifcfto  to  retradl 
the  engagements^  which  he  faid  they  went  beyond 
their  powers  in  making,  and  declared  his  refolu- 
iion  t6  recover  the  throne,  whence  he  had  been 
driven  by  violence.  He  fet  the  bed  interpretation 
he  could  upon  his  own  conduft,  and  feverely  cefi- 
fured  the  proceedings  6(  Stanillaus's  party,  upon 
whom,  and  his  adherents,  he  liberally  beftowed 
the  odious  names  of  traitors  to  their  king  and 
country. 

This  nianifefto  was  ill  fonie  meafure  fef  viceable 
to  Auguftus,  and  might  be  of  ufe  to  miflead  the 

>  |>eople,  but  in  reality  produced  nothing  in  his  fa-* 
Vour.  The  Poles  were  at  liberty  to  eledl  a  king 
in  his  Head,  as  he  had  fubmittedto  the  la\V  which 
declares  the  crown  forfeited  upon  the  violation  of 
ttle  Pada  Conventa.  And  how  could  Auguftus 
dear  himfelf  of  tlie  manifeft  breach  of  his  oath  ? 
he  had  kept  the  Saxons  in  Poland  againft  his  en- 
gagements, and  hadnotconfulted  the  republic  in  the 
bale  of  a  war  which  nioft  nearly  concerned  them. 
Accuftomed  to  abfolute  power  in  Saxony,  he  gave 
himfelf  no  trouble  about  following  a  different  plan 
in  Poland.  This  arbitrary  difpofition  dxafperated 
his  fubje6te  j  who,  perhaps^  would  not  have  been 
pleafedat  a  good  agreement  between  the  king  and 
the  republic  j  as  this  circUmftance  niight  have  dif- 
kppointed  thAn  of  the  fatisfaAion  of  revenging 
themfelves  upon  Auguftus,  for  obliging  them  to 
own  his  authority  in  oppofition  to  the  other  can- 
didates, whofe  intereft  they  had  embraced. 

Staniflaus,  therefore,  was  the  lawful  kin^.    Be- 

fide,  Auguftus  had  renounced  his  right,  if  he  had 

any  then  remaining,  when  he  ligned  the  treaty  of 

abdication ;  but  Kmgs  are  not  always  governed 

U  ^by 
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by  ftriA  equity.  Augu(his  rather  entered  Poland 
in  triumph,  than  as  d.  J^ing  iijript  of  his  dominiopd 
and  trying  to  recover  them.  A  large  body  of  the 
nobility  and  great  men  joined  him  in  his  march^ 
The  principal  perfons,  whom  the  king  of  Sweden'^ 
fortune  gained  over  to  Staniilaus,  foon  deferted 
him  to  follow  the  conqueror's  ally. 

StaniAaus  had  no  hope  left  but  in  general  Craf-' 
iaw,  who  was  the  only  obftade  Auguilus  had  to^ 
encounter ;  and  he  therefoi'e  took  all  neceflary 
meafures  to  prevent  the  general  frond  doing  him 
any  mltchief  in  Poland.  His  caution  went  even 
farther :  he  wrote  to  the  council  of  Saxony  to  arm 
the  miflitia  at  all  events^  and  to  fei2e  upon  the  pai^ 
feges,  for  fear  the  Swedes  ihould  a  fecond  time 
march  into  Saxony.  The  cottneil  diligently 
obeyed  the  commands  of  Auguftus^  who  ordered 
all  the  country  people  that  could  carry  guns  t*  be 
readv  to  mardi^  and  ga^  arms  to  about  8o>oocf 
peaiants. 

Grcneral  Craflaw  was  too  weak  to  keep  the 
field  againft  Auguftus>  whofe  troops  were  liiperiot 
in  number,  and  not  inferior  in  courage  to  the 
Swedes,  iincc  their  king's  misfortunes^  And  thu» 
the  only  part  tlie  general  had  to  take,  wad  to  retire 
out  of  Poland,  that  he  might  not  expofe  his  fol- 
diers  to  certain  ruin  ;  he  tlkrefore  refolvcd  to  pa6 
into  Swedilh  Ponierania,'  whither  Staniflaus  was 
obliged  to  follow  him,  having  no  dependence  left 
in  Poland  ;  befide,  he  found  it  necefiary  to  pre- 
ilbrve  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  for  occafions  of^ 
moment,  the  few  troops  that  were  left  with  him. 

After  tlie  vidtory  of  Pultowa,  the  czar  came  into 
Poland,  where  he  had  an  interview  with  Auguftus 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thorn.  The  two  mo- 
narchs  agreed  together  in  what  manner  to  be.  re-^ 
yenged  o(  Sweden,  and  to  prevent,  for  the  future^ 

the 
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tKe  mdCchiefs  which  had  occafioned  thefiiiri  of  the 
'oiie,  and  Brought  tjje  other  to  the  brink  of  a  pte* 
dpice. 

1709-  In  th^  mean  time,  the  feriators  were  d% 
fembled  it  Thorn  to  acknowledge.  Auguftils  to 
\>e  the  lawful  king  of  Poland ;  .and  to  make  this 
ilep  the.niore  folenin  and  authentic,  they  pub* 
liihed  a  declaration  upon  this  fubjeci^.  The  pope, 
'ever  careful  to  eftablifh  his  authority,  fent  a,  bull 
to  Auguftus  to  difcharge  him  frdm  the  treaty  of 
Alt-Rahftadt.  And  thiis  it  wis  that  he  re-afccndcd 
the  throne. 


iSJECTi    klV. 

AUGUSTUS  n.   RBST0kED4 

.  Augustus  earneftty  deJited  to  have  the  ti*eaty  he 
had  concluded  with  the  fczar  approved  by  the  re-^ 
|)ubHc.  He  Hherfefore  propofed  this  affair  to  tlie 
great  council  then  afleihbled  at  Warfaw.  The  fe^ 
nators  were  all  at. the  king's  devotion,  but  the  no- 
bility were  riot  fo  eafily  gained,  and  every  day' 
brought  frefli  impediments.  At  laft,  after  great 
difputeS)  the  treaty  was  ratified  to  the  king's  fa-* 
tis&6lion.  His  majefty,  to  gain  the  love  of  hi^ 
fubjedte,  made  an   a6l  of  indemnity,  and  took 

geat  care  to  fee  it  fully  and  exadtly  executed, 
sfide  this,  he  did  an  a6t  of  juftice,  to  let  the  no- 
bility lee  what  a  real  value  he  had  for  them  :  a 
colonel,  who  had  affaulted  a  deputy  of  Czera  with 
his  fabre,  was  feverely  punilhed  by  his  orders. 
His  affability  engaged  their  affedlions,  and  the  no^ 
bility^  at  laft,  was  again  prevailed  on,  by  this  con- 
duct, tp  acknowledge  him  as  lawful  king  of  Po- 
ll 2  land| 
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land,  in   the  general  diet  which  was  held  if 
Warfaw. 

1 7 1 2.  The  weak  remains  of  Staniflaus's  party  iit 
Poland,  however,  ftiU  caufed  Ibme  comniotions,  . 
The  palatine  of  Kiow,  one  of  the  king  of  Swe-* 
deri's  followers,  over-ran  Poland  with  fix  thou- 
land  men,  made  hirafelf  maflrer  of  Sniatin,  and 
kept  the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war.  Till  then  Sta- 
ftiflads  could  flill  rely  upon  fome  of  the  Polifll 
lords.  The  hopes  of  the  party  were  not  quite  ex- 
tinc!:!: ;  they  were  eveAfomewhat  revived  by  the" 
victory  of  the  Swedes  over  the  Saxons.  The  Muf*- 
covites  and  Danes,  routed  together  at  Gadebufch, 
arid  the  burning  the  town  of  Altena  to  alhes  by 
general  Steinbock^  infpired  ftill  fome  terror  of  the 
Swedifh  army  ;  but  an  unforefeen  event  changed 
the  face  of  affairs,  and  deprived  king  Staniflaus  of 
the  few  followers  he  had  left  in  Poland. 

17 1  J.  Charles  XII.  who,  as  we  hare  alr^dy 
'  obferved,  repaired  to  the  Turks  at  Bender,  had 
laid  a  fcheme  for  ttirning  the  Ottoma^n  arms  upon 
his  rival,  and  not  leaving  Turkey  but  at  the  head 
of  an  hundred  thonfend  men.  He  long  hoped  to 
fiicceed  in  this  projedt ;  but  at  laft,  feeing  all  his 
intrignes  fail^  and  the  czar  to  have  the  afcendancy 
over  him  in  the  divan,  he  took  a  refohition  to  fix 
his  abode  among  the"  Turks,  whether  they  Ihould 
appr(5Ve'  it  or  not.  He  would  never  yield  to  tl>c 
inftances  of  the  lords  who  had  attended  him  in 
his  flight,  a/id  pofitrvely  maintained,  that  an  order 
to  fend  hint  aw^y,  which  the  bafha  of  Bender  faid 
he  had,  mull  he  a  forgery.  It  was  to  no  pwRpofe 
to  tell  him,  the  order  was  tofeize  upon  his  perfon 
m  cafe  of  rcfifl:ance  ;  he  was  fl:ill  refplute.  With 
three  hundred  ttien  in  his  houfe,  which  he  had 
barricaded  and  intrenched,  he  calmly  waited  the 
.  coming  up  of  an  army  of  25,000  Turks  and  Tar- 
tars^ 
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tars,  who  cafily  broke  through  thofe  feeWe  in- 
trenchments,  and  took  the  three  hundred  Swedes 
priibners.  The  king  himfelf,  after  fome  refiftance, 
was  taken  by  the  janifaries.  The  news  of  this 
flrange  a<Stion  was  foon  fpread  throughout  all  Eu- 
rope, and  particularly  in  Poland.  The  king  of* 
Sweden  was  fuppofed  to  be  loft  beyond  all  remedy^ 
and  fevcral  of  the  Poles  fpeedily  returned  to  their 
obedience  to  Auguftus. 

Staniflaus,  finding  he  was  deferted  by  the  Poles, 
entertained  thoughts  of  quitting  a  throjie  he  knew 
not  how  to  keep.  He  imagined  that  Fleming,  the 
minifter  of  king  Auguftus,.  would  procure  him 
advantageous  conditions  in  gratitude  for  the  lignal 
fervices  he  had  done  him.  He  had  prevailed 
upon  the  king  of  Sweden  to  lay  alide  the  profc- 
cution  of  that  general,  whom  in  all  probability  he 
would  have  treated  like  Patkul,  as  he  looked  upon 
him  to  be  a  rebellious  fubjedl  who  ferved  againft 
his  country.  He  therefore  had  an  interview  with 
this  minifter,  who  made  ufe  of  the  confidence  of 
his  benefa6tor  to  abufe  him  the  more  efFedlually. 

The  king  of  Sweden  was  at  Bender  when  Sta- 
niflaus wrote  to  defire  he  would  confent  to  his  ab- 
dication and  allow  him  to  facrifice  himfelf  for  the 
public  peace,  and  had  not  yet  fhewn  Turkey  the 
ftrange  fpe6tacle  we  have  been  defcribing.  After 
reading  the  letter  of  Staniflaus,  he  abfolutely  re-, 
fufed  his  confent  to  a  ftep  which  he  thought  would 
affeA  his  glory.  In  the  mean  time,  Staniflaus, 
finding  it  necieflary  to  comply  with  the  time,  took 
a  refolution  to  go  to  the  king  of  Sweden  himfdfj 
thinking  he  might  gain  his  approbation.  He  had 
entered  upon  the  Turkifli  territories,  and,,  not' 
knowing  the  cataflrophe  of  Bender,  pafled  ^r  a 
gwede  who  was  going  to  the  king.  Upon  faying 
tliat  he  was  a  Swede,  he  waa  fci^jed  and.caiTied 
V3  xmki 
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under,  ^  guard  to  Bender,  whither  the  kS»g.  of^ 
Sweden  was  led  priforier  himfelf  in  a  chariot. 
Charles^  ujDon  information  that  Staniflaus  was  not 
far  offy  exckimed,  ^^  Run,  and  tell  him  to  make  na 
*^  treaty  with  Augufhis,  for  we  fhall  foon  have  a^ 
*^  cha^nge  of  affairs." 

Charles,  hotvever,  at  ladS:  convinced  that  hci, 
ihpuld  never  be  able  to  turn  the  arms  of  the  Turks; 
again(t  Muicovy,  repaired  into  his  dominions^ 
wl^iere-he  alligned  a  retreat  to  Staniflaus  in  th^ 
duchy  of  Deux  Fonts,  and  allowed  him  the  re- 
venues of  that  province,  which  amounted  to  fe- 
vcpty  thoufand  crowns. 

Charles  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  fliould  ftill 
reftore  the  terror  of  his  name.  The  fine  provinces 
conquered  by  his  anceftors,  and  then  ravaged  or 
poflefled  by  his  enemies,  could  not  in  the  leaft 
abate  his  courage.  Though  threatened  that  ho 
ihould  foon  fee  the  Danes,  the  Mufcovites,  the 
Saxons,  the  Pruflians,  and  the  Englifh,  in  the 
heart  of  his  dominions,  like  another  Hannibal,  he 
fought  to  carry  the  war  into  the  domains  of  his 
enemies* 

1 7 16.  The  ftorm  grew  black  over  Norway^ 
Charles,  at  the  head  of  20,000  men,  marched  into 
this  kingdom  without  any  obftacle.  All  Europe 
was  furprized  at  the  ina6Hvity  of  the  czar,  who  had 
agreed  with  his  allies  to  make  a  defccnt  into 
Sweden ;  but  fome  fecret  motives  had  diverted  his 
views  another  way.  He,  who  had  been  the  king 
of  Poland's  ally,  was  now  become  his  cruel  enemy, 
and  the  hand  which  had  given  the  crown  to  Au- 
guftus,  was  now  going  to  wreft  it  from  him  in 
favour  of  Staniflaus.  In  few  words  we  fliall  de* 
velope  the  caufe  of  this  fiirprizing  refolution. 

Baron  Gortzwas  then  the  confident  of  th^ 
king  of  Sweden^  who  had  before  been  miniflertp 

the 
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the  duke  of  Holftein.     This  man,  who  was  by 
nature  bold,  enterpria^ing,  and  ini^nuating,  and 
had  long  been  a  projector  of  great  deligns,  was^ 
born  to  be  the  minLfter  of  fuch  a  king  as  Charles 
the  twelfth ;  ^nd  feeing  this  prinoej  in  the  prefent^ 
circumfiances,  ready  to  be  oppreffed  by  a  number 
of  enemies  whom  his  glory  and  misfortunes  had 
jaiied,  he  Ventured  to  lay  a  fcheme  for  changing*, 
the  face  of  Europe. 

Obtaining  early  notice  of  the  fecret  difcontent 
of  the  czar,  who  was  paffionately  bent  upon  get*' 
ting  fpme  footing  iQ  Germany,  Gortz  propofed 
to  the  cjjar  to  enter  into  a  league  with  Sweden ; 
to  reftore  StaqiflauS  to  the  throne ;  to  take  thQ 
crown  of  England  from  the  elc6lor  of  Hanover, 
gnd  giye  it  to  the  heir  of  the  Stuslrts  ;  and  to  re- 
inflate  the  duke  of  Holflein  in  his  dominions, 
He  made  the  glory  and  interoft  of  the  czar  ta 
confift  in*thefe  revolutions,  and  offered  in  the 
name  pf  his  n^afler,  to  give  up  to  Mufcovy  the 
^wedifh  province^  he  had  conquered,  and  to  pre- 
vail upon  the  duke  of  H<;]dflein  to  fell  him  his  do-^ 
ininions. 

The  cz^  approved  thefe  propofitions  of 
Chirles*8  minifler,  and  prepared  to  iet  all  Europe 
in  a  flame,  while  Qprtz  talked  of  nothing  but 
peace  in  Holland,  where  he  then  was.  Hd 
fought  his  deligns  bad  been  covered  with  a^n  im^. 
Jienetrable.  fecrecy  :  but  the  duke  of  Orleans,  re- 
gent pf  France,  had  an  infight  into  his  intrigucsi, 
by  means  of  ipies  which  h.e  bad  in  all  the  courts 
of  Eui^ope.  Tbe  king  of  England,  informed  of 
what  was  contriving  againfl  him,  took  up  count 
Gyllembpurg,  the  King  of  Sweden's  ambaffador 
tptt  his  eourt,and  the  States-general  liKewiiii;:  jbized 
VpojQ  Qifrt,%  at  the  Hague. 
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Gortz,  who  was  foon  fet  at  liberty  as  well  a^ 
Gyllembourf:,  was  only  the  more  incenfed  to  pur- 
fue  his  proje6l.  By  his  advice,  the  czar,  whq* 
took  a  journey  into  France  for  his  own  inftruc- 
tion,  propofed  to  the  duke  of  Orleans  to  be  the 
mediator  of  peace  between  Sweden  and  Mufcovy, 
and  to  make  an  alliance  offenlive  and  defeniive 
witli  thofe  two  crowns  and  Spain. 

The  regent  of  France  could  by  no  means  be 
brought  to  engage  in  fuch  a  fcheme.  He  hated 
pardinal  Alberoni,  who  was  then  the  firft  mini- 
fter  in  Spain,  and  joined  with  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  the  emperor  to  oppofe  iiis  ambition. 

In  this  interval,  Gortz  fettled  the  affair*  of  the 
treafury  in  Sweden,  which  he  had  found  in  th© 
loweft  condition ;  and  having  taken  the  heU  care 
of  them  which  circumftances  would  then  admit 
of,  he  fpeedily  fet  about  executing  the  plan  which 
he  had  projedled. 

1 7 1 8.  While  this  miniftcr  of  Charles  XII.  was 
thus  difpofing  of  the  eftates  of  Europe  with  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  czar,  his  mailer's  arms  made  Norway 
tremble.  He  had  laid  fiege,  on  the  loth  of  Oc- 
tober 1718,  to  Fredericklhall,  a  ftrong  town  fitu- 
ated  on  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tiftendall.  The 
conquefl:  of  this  place  would  have  opened  to  him. 
the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  and  he  preffed  the  liege 
with  all  his  vigour.  The  <;ngineers  had  aflurod 
him  the  place  could  uot  hold  out  ten  days,  when 
*  Charles  was  killed  by  a  cannon-ball,  which  ihot 
him  through  the  head  as  he  was  viewing  the 
•trenches. 

The  death  of  this  monarch  broke  all  the  deiigns 
of  the  czar,  delivered  the  king  of  Polancl  from 
the  fears  of  a  revolution,  which  his  minifier  Plf -r 
xning«  a  man  of  great  depth  and  penetration,  had 
fprelccn>  and  left  the  Swedes  at  liberty  to  cxe* 

'  c\ftc 
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^ute  upon  baron  Gortz  the  hatred  which  the  na-t 
tion  bore  him. 

Auguilus  now  began  tq  be  lecure  from  any  apt 
prehenlions  from  abroad ;  but  he  was  ilill  kept 
in  uneafinefs  by  commotions  at  home.  The  eterr 
nal  diet§  of  the  Poles  gave  him  exceljive  trouble- 
New  fufpicions  were  raifed  every  day ;  and  it 
feemed  as  if  he  had  been  c^ll<!d  again  to  the 
throne,  only  to  be  perpetually  tormented.  Hcf 
could  not  difpofe  of  any  offices  to  the  ftranger^ 
who  had  done  him  fervice,  but  the  Poles  mur- 
mured at  bis  gratityde.  They  exprefled  their 
ill-will  toward  him  upon  many  occaiions,  but 
more  efpecially  in  the  affair  of  Courland, 

The  inclinations  of  the  Courlanders  had  raifed 
count  Maurice  of  Saxony,  t^e  natural  fon  of 
king  Auguilus  by  the  countefs  of  Kqningfmarc, 
to  the  fovereignty  of  that  duchy.  All  Poland  in 
general  accufed  the  king  of  favoviring  the  elec- 
tion of  his  fon,  and  he  was  obliged  to  make  him 
lay  afide  the  thoughts  of  his  advancement.  Nor 
was  this  all  the  mortification  which  Augyfhis  ex- 
perienced from  a  people,  who  were  jealous  of  the 
leaft  IJiadow  of  their  liberty  ;  but  further  parti- 
culars on  that  head  do  not  fall  within  the  compafs 
of  our  defign. 

1733.  This  prince,  the  moft  illuftrious  ex- 
ample of  the  different  extremes  of  fortune,  died 
on. the  I  ft  of  February  1733,  at  about  fixty-thrce 
years  of  age.  He  was  the  fon  of  John  George  III. 
^IciStor  of  Saxony,  of  the  Albertine  branch ;  and 
Anna  Sophia,  the  d^ughte?- of  Frederick  III.  king 
of  Denmark.  He  poiarried  Chriftina  Eyerhar- 
dina  of  Brandenbourg-Bareith,  and  fucceeded,  in 
1697,  his  brother  John  George  IV.  who  died 
without  iffue.  Three  years  after,  being  chofea 
l^ing  of  Ppland,  he  iaw  himfelf  forced  to  give  up 
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the  crown  to  Staniflaus,   who  was  afterwards 
obliged  to  return  it  back  intq  his  hands. 

Dreaded  in  Poland^  and  adored  in  Saxony, 
Auguflus  was  like  the  Roman  emperor  whofe 
^ame  he  bore^  pol^te^  ^fiahle,  and  obliging,  an4 
loved  and  protedled  the  arts  and  iciences.  fiut^^ 
like  Auguftus,  he  was  better  qualified  to  make 
his  people  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  peacei  than  iQ 
procure  them  glor}'  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  armsl 
Cautious,  and  even  fearful  in  prosperity,  he  bore 
the  greateft  ihocks  of  adverfity  with  refolution^ 
Full  of  clemency  and  moderation,  he  regained 
(he  throne  Qn^y  to  pardon  his  moft  mortal  ene- 
mies. Inllru6led  by  misfortunes,  after  his  fecon4 
coming  to  the  crown,  he  fo  far  complied  with  the 
temper  of  a  jealous  republic,  as  to  remove  his 
deateft  friends  from  the  preferments  he  had  given 
them.  He  deiervcd  the  love  of  the  Polea,  and 
had  onjy  their  indifference  or  hatred. 

The  death  of  Auguftus  opened  a  new  an^ 
dreadful  fcene  of  war  in  Europe,  the  neighbour-, 
ing  princes  interefliug  thcmfelves  flrongly  in  the 
choice  of  a  new  fovereign.  The  eleftor  of 
Saxony,  fon  of  the  late  monarcli,  and  Staniflaus, 
whofe  daughter  was  married  to  the  French  king, 
declared  themielv^  candidates.  The  emperor, 
the  czarina,  and  the  king  of  Pruflia  elpoufed  the 
caufe  of  the  Saxon  ;  the  King  of  France, 
Louis  XV.  very  naturally  fupported  the  preten- 
fionS  of  his  father-in-law  ;  and  no  fooner  was  he 
informed  that  the  emperor  had  alfembled  a  body 
of  forces  in  Silclia,  than  he  ordered  the  duke  of 
Berwick  to  advance  to  the  Rhine  with  a  nume- 
rous army,  and  to  take  meafures  for  entering 
Germany,  in  cafe  the  ImpefialiAs  fhould  attempt 
to  penetrate  into  Poland,  on  the  frontiers  of 
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^bieh  they  agad  a  large  body  of  Rufflaa  troop*' 
yrere  pofted* 

In  the  txiiean  tiine  jStaniflaus^  who  wa^  ftill  at 
the  court  of  France,  found  means  to  trai]ifport 
himfelf  privately  intq  Wariaw,  where  he  con- 
^nued  undifcovercd  till  hp  found  it  his  intereft  to. 
appear  in  public. 

As  the  day  of  elediop  drc^w  nigh  the  R^flian 
and  Pruflian  minifiers  delivered  their  feveral  de^ 
clarations,  by  ws^y  pf  prc^teft,  againft  the  eventual 
cleftion  of  Staniflaus,  as  d,  pspicnhed  peffbn,  - 
aiid  one  rendered  for  ever  incapable  of  weariug  4 
pown. 

About  the  middle  of  Auguft  the  Ruffian  gene** 
ral  Lafci  entered  Poland  at  the  head  of  50,000 
rmn ;  and  the  diet  of  election  was  opened  with 
the  ufual  ceremony.     Prince  Winozawilki,  chief 
of  the  Saxon  intereft,  retired  to  the  other  fide  of 
thcViftuia  with  3000  men,  including  fome  of 
the  nobility  who  adl^cred  to  the  caufe  of  Auguf- 
tus.     The  primate  of  Poland,  who,  as  we  have 
before  had  occafion  to  obferve,  always  adts  as  re- 
gent during  an  interregnum,  endeavoured  to  re- 
concile all  differences  among  the  grandees   in 
order  to  proceed  peaceably  to  the  new  election. 
Staniflaus  was  unanimouily  cholen  king,    and 
appeared  in  the  cle<5toral  field,  where  he  was  re- 
ceived with  loud  acclamations.    Augufius's  party 
proteifted  againft  the  eleAion,  and  being  by  this 
time  increafed  to  10,000  men,  they  joined  the 
Ruffian  army,   which  had  advanced  by  forced 
marches.     Staniilaus,  fenfible  of  his  inability  to 
withftand  fuch  powerful  enemies,  retired  with  the 
primate  and  the  French  ambaflador  to  Denmark^ 
kaving  the  palatine  of  Kipw  at  Warlaw.    This 
general   attacked  the  Saxon  palace,  which  was 
inflantly  furrendered^  and  the  foldiers  and  inha* 

bitants 
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bitants  plundered  the  houfes  of  fuch  of  the  nob^ 
lity  as  had  declared  for  Auguftus,  ^ud  the  hpt^ 
pf  the  Ruflian  ^mbafTaclor, 
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While  thefe  tranfaftions  were  paffing,  thu 
J?oJes,  who  had  joined  the  Mufcovites,  finding 
it  impoflibie  to  pafs  the  Viflula  before  the  expifa-i 
tion  of  the  tiirje  fixed  for  the  feffion  of  the  diet, 
credled  a  kola  at  Cracow,  where  th$  eleAor  of 
$axony  was  chofen,  ^nd  proclaimed  by  the  bi- 
fliop  of  that  place  king  of  Poland  by  the  name  of 
Auguftus  ill.  on  the  6th  day  of  October  1733. 
The  two  armies  then  crofled  the  river,  and  the 
palatine  of  Kiow  retiring  towards  Cracow,  they 
took  poflcflion  of  Warfaw,  where  in  their  turn 
they  plundered  the  palaces  and  houfes  belong-* 
ing  to  the  oppofite  party. 

Meanwhile  the  French  king,  incenfed  at  the 

J)^  the  emperor  had  a6ted  againft  his  fathcr-in- 
aw,  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  courts  of  Ma- 
drid and  Turin,  by  which  they  agreed  jointly  to 
declare  war  againft  the  emperor.  Thefe  three- 
powers  had  their  relpedlivc  iriterefts,  but  they  all 
>  concurred  in  one  vifew,  namely,  the  weakening 
pf  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

It  is  not  our  purpofe  to  trace  any  farther  the 
events  of  this  difputei  which  would  lead  us  too 
for  from  the  object  of  the  prefent  hiftory  :  it  will 
only  be  neceflary  to  fey,  that  in  the  end  the  empcr 
ror  Charles  VI.  loft  almoft  all  Italy  by  giving  a 
king  to  Poland ;  and  a  fon  of  the  king  of  Spain 
pbtained,  in  two  cfunpaigns,  the  two  Sic^ies,  which 
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had  been  ib  often  before  taken  and  retaken,  andl 
had  been  the  conftant  objedts  of  the  attention  o( 
the  houfe  of  Auflria  for  above  two  centuries. 

The  ebdion  of  Auguftus  as  king  was.  recog-- 
nifed  by  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  and  Stani- 
ilaus,  after  fufFering  the  greateft  mifery,  in  efFe<St* 
ing  a  memorable  and  almoft  miraculous  efcap^ 
tinder  the  difguife  of  a  peafant,  had  the  revenues 
and  government  of  B^ar  and  Lorrain  fettled  upon 
him  by  Louis  his  fon-in-law. 

In  the  year  1745,  the  king  of  Pfuffia,  under 
the  pretence  that  the  king  of  Poland  and  the  em- 
prefs  queen  were  about  to  invade  his  dominions 
at  three  different  quarters,  and  that  they  were  to 
be  affifted  by  the  czarina,  all  at  once  broke  into 
Lufatia^  entered  Leipfic,  and  kid  Saxony  under' 
contribution.  The  king  of  Poland  fled  to  Prague. 
His  troops  and  thofe  of  the  Auftrians  were  defeat- 
ed at  Pima  on  the  15th  of  December,  the  king 
of  Pruflia  entered  the  capital  of  Saxony  as  a  con- 
queror^ and  obliged  its  fovereign  to  accept  of 
tsrhatever  terms  he  pleafed  to  prefcribe. 

Thus  did  Auguftus  in  Saxony  (for  the  war  did 
not  reach  his  Poliih  dominions)  experience  thtf 
fame  fate  from  the  king  of  Prullia  as  his  father 
had  met  with  from  Charles  XIL  By  an  extraor- 
dinary reverfe  of  fentiments,  however,  when  he' 
.  was  driven  out  of  Saxony  he  was  received  with 
kindnefs  and  affedtion  by  the  Poles. 

His  Pruffian  majefly  was  now  become  abfolute' 
fnafter  of  Saxony  and  of  Drefden,  tvherc  the' 
queen  of  Poland  ilill  remained,  and  a€ied  with  al 
flririt  that  well  became  her  high  birth.  The  king 
of  Pnlffia  had  often  mentioned  to  the  public  the 
confederacy  that  had  been  formed  againft  him, 
but  had  now  received  intelligence  that  the  original 
l^jiem.  lay  in  the  archives  of  Drefden^-  and  he 
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feave  drdcrs  for  feizing  them.  This  was  done; 
and  not  without  fome  imputation  upon  his  po-^ 
litenefs,  ds  the  qiieen  of,  Poland  oppoled  in  peifoii 
the  officer  who  executed  the  brder.  His  Pruffian 
hiajefty,  howevw^,  made  rio  delay  in  publifliing 
ihoie  drigirials^  as  they  ferved  in  foixie  meafure  td 
juitify  his  imiptidn,  and  the  prodigious  contribu^ 
tion  he  had  levied  Oh  tke  Saxon^. 

iThe  public  commiferated  the  ifate  ttf  Augufttisi 
dnd  that  of  his  excellent  cjueeq,  who  is  thought 
to  have  died  of  grief  and  indignatioti  at*  the  bar- 
barous treatment  which  Ihe  receiv!d4  ^t  Drefderi 
by  order  of  the  Pruffian  monarch.  .  Augitfius  re-^ 
tnained  an  illuftrious  ^ile  in  Poland^  till  the 
J)eace  of  Hubertfburff,  February  15,  1763,  which 
teftored  hiih  to  his  cfominions;  and  hfa  died  pf  a 
tethatgic  difof der  bn  the  jth  Of  Odldbef  follow^ 


As  tile 
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^eicended  in  bne  faihily^  it  was  thougnt  not 
impradllcablc  to  procure  it  for  bis  foni  who  ac- 
cordingly declared  hlmielf  a  candidate ;  t>ut  he 
dying  on  the  17th  of  September  following,  the 
Ruffians  favoured  the  eledion  of  a  Piaft  in  the 
perfon  of  cdunt  PbniatoA^'lki,  Ibn  of  tount  Ponia4 
towikl  the  friend  and  companion  of  Cliarle^  Xlt; 
This  candidate,  notvvithftanding  the  oppdfitioit 
bf  the  great  hbufe  of  Radzivil,  and  count  Bia- 
hitlkj,  \vho  pretended  that  the  elecarori  wad  over- 
awed by  thfe  neighbourhood  of  the  Ruffian  army, 
was  thdCen  king  on  the  7th  of  September  1 764  by 
the  naitte  and  titled  of  Stanislaus  Auosustus^ 
kihg  of  Poland  and  great  duke  of  Lithuania^  and 
iiras  recognifed  as  fuch  by  all  the  great  potentates 
of  Europe* 
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STANISLAUS    AUGUStUs!. 

1764*  Stanislaus  was  in  the  32A  yedr  of  hUt 
ttge  when  hd  afcended  the  throne,  add  fectoiqd 
calculated  by  his  virtues  and  abilities  to  raife  Po- 
land from  its  deplorable  ftate ;  if  the  defeiSls  of' 
the  conftitution  had  not  fetterdd  his  exertions  for 
.  the  public  good.  The  fairefi  hopes  were  con- 
ceived of  his  future  rei^';  but  thefe  flattering 
prefages,  at  firft  realized,  were  foon  difappointea 
by  the  fkdlions  of  a  turbulent  people,  fdnienteci 

*  by  the  intrigues  of  the  neighbouring  powers:  thud 
the  reign  of  the  moft  amiable  among  the  Polifh 
foVereigns  was  doomed  to  experience  the  dreadfiii 
cfFefts  of  that  exoiflive  libdrty,  which  is  inton^ 
iiflent  with  the  exiftence  of  government. 

Ffom  the  time  of  the  death  of  John  Sabieffci,^ 

•  during  a  fpace  of  feventy  years,  the  Polllh  na- 
tion^  from  cauifes  very  generally  kndwn,  had  been 
fo  little  in  the  habit  of  paying  an  uninfluenced 
attention  to  its  own  affairs,  that  it  appears  to  have* 
ftlmoll  forgotten  its  political  exiftence.  For  the 
iaft  thirty  years  of  this  period  no  didt  had  been 
Keld,  and  the  legiflative  power  appeared  fo  tho- 

'  toughly  benumbed,  that  it  hardly  feemed  to  exift; 
the  neceffary  confequence  was,  that  no  one,  either 
from  education  or  experience,  had  attained  the 
qualifications  requifite  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
funftions  of  a  ftatefinan  and  politician.  iSo 
little,  indeed,  were  the  political'  interefts  of  this 
coutitry  known,  as  far  as  they  related  to  ftrangers^ 
that  when  at  length  it  became  ihdifpenfably  necef-^ 
iary  to  write  ocx:afionally  to  countries  bevond  the 
frontiers,  foreigners  were  employed  m  tni$  bufi-* 
nds,  as  no  attention  had  been  paid  to  render  the 
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natives  capable  of  undertaking  it ;  and  except  td 
thofe,  whom  the  fpirit  of  adventure  had  throysrij 
into  the  miHtary  fervice  of  other  nations,  the  fci- 
fcnce  of  war  was  totally  unknown.  It  became 
thenalmatter  of  importance,  to  train  perfons  td 
the  public  fervice  in  each  of  thcfe  departments. 
*rhis  confideration  gave  occafion  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  a  corps  of  cadets,  for  which  purpofe  the 
king  enlployed  in  the  two  firfl:  yeirs  of  his  reigrt; 
the  {uni  of  1205O00  ducats,  as  ajJpejtfs  by  the  de- 
.  daration  of  the  conftitution  in  1766,  in  which 
ihis  donation  of  the  king  to  his  couritry  i^  regif- 
tered. 

.  ^  ITie  tefadericy  of  thefe  excellent  regiilatidns  td 
inci'eafe  the  power  and  confequence  of  Poland  by 
introducing  order  and  regularity  iritd  the  interioif 
admiiiiilration,  and  t6  refcue  the  country  frotrt 
its  abjeft  dependence  iipdri  foreigfi  po^ctSy  gave? 
wmbrage  to  the  adjacent  ftates,  and  were  likcwhe 
yigoroufly  oppofed  by  a  ftrohg  party  \('hhin  the 
kingdom  :  at  this  crifis  too,,  religious  dllpufes 
blending  themfclves  with  pdliticial  cabals,  the 
flame  of  civil  difcord  burft  forth  with  a  violence 

.  ^'hich  had  not  hitherto  raged  even  irt  Poland. 
The  body  of  Polirfi  religionifts,  termed  Difli- 
dents,  make  a  principal  figure  in  the  fubfcqtient 
commotions;    their  concerns  being  the  real  bx 

.    pretended  object  of  attentibn  in  every  materiat 
tranfadtiqh.     The  hiftofy  of  this  party  is  tiini 

.    Sketched  by  the  Polifh  hiftoriahs. 

The  reformation  made  its  way  into  Poland  \in- 

.  der  Sigifmund  I.  who  perlccuted  its  folldwers ; 
their  number  however  gaining  ground,  his  fon 
.  Sigifmond  AuguflUs  not  only  mdulged  them  ini 
the  moft  liberal  exercitc  of  their  worlhip ;  but 
admitted  them,  together  with  the  Greeks,  and 
all  other  (ccts  then  fublifting  in  Poland,  to  fl  feat 

*  in 


irt  the  diet,  and  to  all  the  honours  and  privileges 
before  exclufively  confiilcd  to  the  catholics. 
Thefe  maxims  of  unlimited  toleration  were  fo  ge- 
herally  adopted  by  the  nation  at  large,  that  the 
members  of  the  diet  which  affembled  upon  th6 
deceafe  of  Sigifinond  Auguftus,  being  of  difFerent 
perfuafions,  determined  on  a  reciprocal  induU 
gencc  of  their  refpeiftiVe  tenets.  In  order  to  avoid 
any  hateful  diftindHons,  they  called  themfelvels  ih^ 
difcriminatcly  "  Diffidents  in  religion,"  a  phrafe 
intimating,  hot,  according  to  our  notions,  fepa* 
ratifts  from  an  eftabliftied  church,  but  limply 
perfons  holding  a  diverfity  of  opinions  in  religlouik 
matters.  It  was  at  the  fame  time  ena6ted>  that 
this  difference  of  religious  fentiments  fhould  cre- 
^it  no  difference  in  civil  rights ;  and  accordingly 
in  the  Paifa  Convtnta  formed  by  the  diet,  the  fol- 
lowing claufe  was  inferted  as  part  of  the  coro- 
nation oath  to  be  tendered  to  the  new  fovcreignJ: 
**  I  will  keep  peace  among  the  diffidents/'  Hcnr)% 
who  objerted  to  this  univerfal  toleration,,  tried  to 
withhold  his  confent;  upon  which  orte  of  the 
Polifti  envoys  cried  out,  "  Unlefs  your  majefly 
^*  confirms  this  article,  you  cannot  be  king  Of 
**  Poland  ;'*  and  he  accordingly  took  an  oath  to 
obferve  this  claufe,  before  he  was  peihaiitfcd  to 
afr^nd  the  throne. 

In  procefs  of  time,  however,  the  Roman  catho- 
lics, having,  under  the  prote<ftion  and  influence 
of  fucceffive  fovereigns,  acquired  a  confiderable 
afcendancy,  ventured  to  appropriate  the  exprcC* 
lion  of  diffidents  to  all  thofc  who  diffentcd  from 
the  catholic  religion.  This  reflti6lion  of  the  ori- 
^ginal  meaning  -of  the  title  was  attended  at  firft 
with  no  inciroachments  on  the  privileges  of  the 
other  fedls ;  and  the  term  diffidents,  though  now 
conveying  the  idea  of  a  feparation  frdm  the  efta- 
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fcliihed  wbriliip,  was  not  yet  regarded  in  an  ot^ 
noxious  light.  The  diflidents  indeed  ftill  conti- 
nued in  fuch  unqueftioned  poffeflion  of  all  rights 
civil  and  religious,  that  when  it  was  agreed  by 
both  catholics  and  protefrants  to  perfccute  the 
Arians,  it  was  thought  previoufly  neccflary  to  ex- 
jiel  them  from  the  body  of  diffidcnts.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  exclufion,  the  Arians,.  in  tlic  rdgn 
of  John  Cafimir,  were  firft  rendered  iocapablc 
of  being  eleded  nuntios,  afterwards  deprived  o£ 
their  places  of  worlhip^  and  finally  baniihcd  froni, 
Poland. 

This  perfccution  of  the  Arian^,  inadvertently 
aflented  to  by  the  protdtants  and  Greeks,  was^ 
only  a  prelude  to  tlmt  which  they  in  their  turn 
lUftered  from  the  catholics ;  for,  as  the  catholic 
jiarty  beeanic  the  moft  powerful,  the  term  diffi- 
dcnts;- ilow  confined  only  fo  perfons  profcffing 
the  protdftant  and  Greek  religions,  began  to  grow 
#f  a  lefs  inofFenfive  import,  and  to  convey  an 
ifea  of  non-conformity.  The  Ibctarics  diftin- 
guiflied  by  that  aj^peilation,  perceiving  the  inten-^ 
lion  of  the  catholics  to  undermine  theii-  privileges, 
fiipulated  and  obtained,  that  they  fbotild  not  be 
Jdlended  with  the  Arians,  or  fall  under  the  penal 
laws  enadlcd  againft  that  fe6l.  But  thefe  promifea 
were  infcnfibly  eluded,  their  privileges  were  gradu-. 
ally  diminiflied ;  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  they 
were  fubjeded  to  a  variety  of  diiqualifications, 
and  at  length,  in  17339  formally  incapacitateci 
from  fitting  in  the  diet.  An  old  law  of  Ladit- 
iaus  IL  againft  heretics^  as  well  as  the  penalties 
levied  againft  the  Arians,  were  revived,  and  occ^- 
lionally  put  in  force  againft  the  diftidents. 

Thefe  continual  perfecutious  greatly  diniinilhe^ 
ttieir  number,  and  coijfequently  rendered  their  re- 
moaluaoce3  inciFcctual.  Tha  «atIiolics^  who  xxq\^ 
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took  the  lead  in  the  diet,  e^^en  declared  it  high, 
treafon  in  the  diffidents  to  leek  the  reftoration  of 
their  immunities  by  the  interceffion  of  foreign 
powers ;  although  many  of  ihefe  foreign  powers 
were  guarantees  to  the  treatj^  of  Oliva,  in  which 
it  was  flipulated,  that  the  rights  of  the  diffidents 
ihould  be  maintained  in  theif  full  latitude. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  diffidents  at  the 
acceffion  of  his  prefcnt  mjijefty ;  who,  though 
himfclf  ftrongly  inclined  to  toleration,  was  yet 
obliged  to  concur  with  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
diet,  and  to  confirm  in  their  full  extent  all  the 
laws  which  had  been  promulgated  againft  them. 
The  diffidents  applied  to  the  courts  of  London,  Pe- 
terfburgli,  Berlin,  arid  Copenhagen,  as  the  media- 
ting powers  in  the  treaty  of  Oliva ;  who  warmly 
fupported  their  caufe,  and  prefented  memorials  to 
the  enfuing  diet,  demanding  a  reftoration  not, 
only  of  their  religious  eftablilhments,  but  alfo  of 
all  their  ancient  privileges  fecured  to  them  by 
tfie  above-mentioned  treaty.  T^e  diet  of  1766, 
however,  was  not  of  a  temper  td  accede  to  tnefe 
propofals. 

The  enemies  of  toleration  contended,  that  the 
privileges  alluded  to  were  become  obfolete,  having 
been  repeatedly  abolilhed  in  var?oirs  diets ;  and  that 
•the  diffidents  had  no  well-founded  claim  either  to* 
the  reftitution  of  their  civil  immurfities,  or  to  the 
toleration  of  their  worfhip:  the  biflK>p  of  Cracow, 
the  moft  bigoted  of  the  catholics,  6ven  propofed 
a  law  againft  all  who  ffiould  abet  the  oppofite 
party.  Violent  altercations  arofe  in  the  affemblyy 
when  the  Pruffian  and  Ruffiin  memorials  were 
read;  and* as  an  immediate  tumult  was'  appre- 
hended, the  king  retired  from  the  diet  without 
proroguing  it,  as  ufual,  to  the  following  day; 
The  prixxKite  Kkcwife  refufed  to  continue  me  fit- 
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ting,  and  the  members  feparated  in  gr«at  difor-* 
dcr.  On  the  iubfequcnt  day,  th«  fpirit  of  into- 
lerance was  ill  no  degree  abated  ;  the  moderate 
party  was  over-riikd,  and  the  a6ts  againft  th« 
diffidents  were  confirmed  without  referve.  But, 
iu  order  to  conciliate  the  mediating  powers,  the 
bench  of  bilhops,  by  command  of  tlie  diet,  drew 
np  nine  articles  in  favour  of  the  diffidents,  rela- 
tive to  the  free  exercile  of  their  vvorlliip.  Thelc 
conccffions  not  being  thought  fufficiently  favour- 
able, while  the  exceptionable  laws  remained  un- 
itpealed,  the  emprefe  of  Ruffia  remonftratcd 
agafrnft  the  proceeding  of  the  diet ;  and  the  diffi* 
dents  began  to  form  confederacies  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  They  were  joined  by 
many  difcontented  catholics,  and  aflifled  by  a- 
large  body  of  Ruilian  troops,  who  entered  Thori>, 
where  the  lirft  and  principal  confederacy  took  it» 
rife.  All  the  mediating  powers.  Great  Britain^ 
Denmark,  Pruflia,  and  Sweden,  teftified  theii? 
approbation  of  f hefe  confederacies.  The  dif[)ute» 
foon  began  to  embrace  other  objeds  belide  reli- 
gion ;  political  grievances  were  likewife  brought 
forward :  and  feveral  confederacies  ftarted  up  iii 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom  among  the  catholic 
nobles  ;  all  of  whom  affe^led  to  be  advocates  for 
toleration,  and  declared  their  intentions  of  fup^ 
porting  tlie  caufe  of  the  diffidtnits..  Prince  Rad* 
zivil,  who  had  iignali^ed  himfelf  in  oppofing  i\ye 
king's  eleftioil,  was  appointed  marfhal  to  all  th^ 
catholic  confederacies,  united  in  one  fonuidable 
alibciation  under  the  appellation  of  malcontents.- 
Tlie  coalition  of  the  catholic  confederacy  with  that 
of  the  diflidcntj^,  foon  after  took  place  in  the  pa- 
lace of  prince  Radzivil  at  Warfaw.  Meamvhife 
the  king  convoked  an  extiapvdinary  diet,  as  the 
«>n1y  probable  mcanj5  to  prevent  a  civil  war,  and 
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tt>  appeaTe  the  cmprefs  of  Ruflia,  whofe  troops 
were  advanced  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  War- 
faw.  The  diet,  however,  which  was  fununoned 
for  the  purpofc  of  reconciling  the  oppolite  parties, 
felled  in  producing  the  intended  efiedt ;  the  bifhop 
of  Cracow  and  his  partifans  inveighed  with  fuch 
bitterncfs  againft  the  pretenfions  of  the  diflidents, 
and  againft  the  interference  of  foreign  powers, 
that  he,  together  with  the  bifhop  of  Kiow,  and  a 
few  others,  the  moft  violent  of  their  party,  were 
arretted  in  the  night  of  the  1 5th  of  October  1 767, 
by  a  corps  of  Ruffian  troops,  and  fcnt,  without 
trial,  to  Ruffia,  where  they  experienced  a  rigo- 
rous imprifonment  of  more  than  five  years. 

The  diet,  intimidated  by  the  fate  of  tlieir  lead- 
ing members,  and  being  no  longer  inflamed  by 
their  eloquence,  appointed,  though  not  without 
fome  altercation  and  tumult,  a  grand  committee 
to  adjuft  the  affairs  of  the  diffidcnts  in  conjurtc- 
tion  with  the  mediating  powers,  and  then  broke 
npj  This  grand  committee  expreffed  the  moft 
favourable  difpofition  towards  the  diffidents,  and 
propofed  that  all  the  laws  ena6ted  againft  them 
ihould  be  repealed,  and  their  ancient  privileges 
reftored.  Thefe  refolutions  being  laid  before  the 
cxtraordinaiy  diet  which  was  convened  the  begin- 
ning of  the  following  year,  1768,  were  ratified 
almoft  without  oppofitioru  This  ready  and  una- 
nimous acquiefcencc  of  the  diet  in  regulations 
totally  repugnant  to  the  ientiments  of  the  majo- 
rity, can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  dread  of 
the  Ruffian  troops  quartered  in  Warfaw,  and  the 
influence  of  bribes  judicioufly  diflributcd  by  the 
Ruffian  minifler.  The  operation  of  the  fame 
caufes  renderfed  the  diet  equally  compliant  in 
other  particulars  ;  and  induced  them  to  eftabliih 
^vcral  civil  regulations,   tending  to  perpetuate 
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the  dcfe6ls  of  the  conftitution,  and  which  had  no 
other  recommendation  except  their  fubferviency 
to  the  Ruflian  defigns  upon  Poland. 

The  natipi^  at  large  feemed  at  this  junfture  to 
have  caught  the  fubmiffive  fpirit  of  the  diet,  and 
received  the  new  edi6ls  with  every  fymptom  of 
•cordiality.  Poland  feemed  to  enjoy  for  a  moment 
^n  univerftl  tranquillity;  but  it  was  that  fulleq 
tranquillity  which  precedes  a  tempeft,  and  an- 
nounces tp  the  intelligent  obferyer  the  moll  vio- 
lent compfiotions. 

During  thefe  tranfadions;  the  king,  without 
influence,  and  confequently  without  a  fliadow  of 
liuthority,  was  one  moment  hurried  down  the 
popular  current,  and  the  next  forced  by  the  me- 
diating powers  to  accede  to  all  the  conditions 
which  they  laid  before  him  :  a  wretched  lituation 
for  a  prince  of  his  fpirit  and  magnanimity,  and 
below  which  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  ifor  any  fove- 
reign  to  be  reduced.  But  more  grievous  fcene§ 
yet  awaited  the  unfortunate  monarch :  he  was 
Roomed  to  behold  his  country  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
moA  dreadful  of  all  calamities,  a  religious  \srar ; 
to  be  frequently  deprived  almoft  of  common  ne- 
ceflaries ;  to  be  indebted  for  his  very  lubfiltence 
to  the  voluntary  contributions  qf  his  friends  ;  tq 
be  little  better  than  a  ftate  prifoner  in  his  capital  j 
to  be  carried  off  and  nearly  aflalfinatcd ;  to  fee 
his  faircfl:  provinces  wreftcd  from  him ;  and, 
finally,  to  depend,  for  his  own  fecurity  and  that 
of  his  fubjcdls,  upon  the  protection  of  thpfe  very 
powers  who  had  difmembered  his  empire. 

The  Polilh  malcontents  could  certainly  allcdgc 
fomc  very  plauiible  caufes  of  difTatisfaftion,  The 
laws  paflcd  at  the  laft  diet  bore  a  greater  reiem- 
blance  to  the  abfolute  mandates  of.  a  Ruifiaq 
viceroy^  than  to  |hc  refolutiona  of  a  free  aflfepibly. 
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Tlie  outrage  committed  upon  the  bifhop  of  Cra.- 
cow  and  liis  adherents  entirely  lubveited  all  li- 
berty of  debate ;  while  the  authoritative  manner 
in  which  ii\c  mediating  powers  of  Berlin  and  Pe- 
terfburgh  ftiil  continued  to  interfere  in  the  affairs, 
of  Poland,  threatened  a  more  grievous  fubjecSlion, 
Tilde  ipecious  grounds  of  dilgull,  joined  to  an 
ill-timed  fpirit  of  difcontent  which  had  gone  fort^ 
throughout  the  nation  againft  the  king,  occa- 
iioned  the  inteftine  commotions  that  foon  reduced 
Poland  to  the  moft  dreadful  ftate  of  defolation, 

Tiie  diet  had  not  long  been  difrolved,  before 
the  indulgences  granted  to  the  diflidcnts  excited 
a  general  dilcontent  among  the  Roman  catholic 
party.  Several  confederacies  made  their  appear^ 
ancc  toward  the  frontiers  of  the  Tmkifh  empire 
in  defence  of  the  facrcd  catholic  foith :  they  car- 
ried Itandards  before  them  highly  calculated  to 
inflame  the  zeal  of  the  populace ;  upon  fome  of 
thefe,  -  images  of  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the  infant 
Jefus  were  delineated;  upon  others  the  Spread 
Eagle  of  Poland,  with  the  mottos  ^^  Corqiiclt  or 
*'  Death," — "  For  religion  and  lilierty."  Some 
banners  bore  as  a  device  a  red  crols,  under  which 
was  infcribed  "  The  fymbol  of  viftory."  The' 
private  foldiers  of  the  confederacy,  like  the  crufa- 
ders  of  old,  wore  a  cro<s  interwoven  in  their 
clothes.  One  party  of  thefe  infurgents  fcizcd 
upon  the  fortrefs  of  Bar  in  Podolia,  and  another 
got  pofleflion  pf  Cracow.  Tiie  royal  troops,  who 
marched  againil  them,  were  either  routed  or  pre- 
vailed upon  to  join  them.  In  this,  dreadful  crifis 
pf  affairs,  the  fenate  petitioned  the  ambaflador 
from  the  court  of  Pel^rlburgh  not  to  withdraw  thu 
iluffian  troops  from  the  kingdom,  as  they  af- 
forded the  only  fecurity  againft  the  confederates : 
tjbe  reqjLjeft  was  readily  complied  with,  ancl  this 
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unfortunate  country  became  the  theatre  of  the 
pioft  cruel  and  complicated  of  all  wars;  partly  ci- 
vil, partly  religious,  and  partly  foreign.  The 
confulion,  devaftation,  and  civil  war,  continued 
imPoland  during  the  years  1769,  1770,  and  1771, 
whereby  the  whole  face  of  ihecountrj'was  almoft 
deftroyed  ;  many  of  the  principal  popifli  families 
Jretired  into  foreign  ftatcs  with  their  effedls  ;  and 
had  it  not  beenfor  a  body  of  Ruffian  troops,  which 
a6led  as  guards  to  the  king  at  Warfaw,  that  city 
had  likewife  exhibited  afcene  of  pi  under  and  rnaf- 
fecre.  To  thefe  complicated  evils  were  adSed, 
in  the  year  1770,  that  moft  dreadful  fcourge,  the 
peftilence,  which  fpread  from  the  frontiers  of 
Turkey  to  the  adjoining prov}|;ices  of  Podolia,  Vol- 
hinia,  and  the  Ukraine  ;  and  in  thefe  provinces  it 
is  feid  to  have  fwept  off  250,000  of  the  people. 
Meanwhile  fome  of  the  Polifh /confederates  inter- 
ceded with  the  Turks  to  affift  them  againft  their 
giwcrful  oppreffors  ;  and  a  war  enfued  between 
e  Ruffians  and  the  Turks  on  account  of  Poland. 
The  conduct  of  the  Grand  Signior  and  of  the  Ot^ 
toman  Porte  towards  the  diftrcired  Poles  was 
Juft  and  honourable,  and  the  very  reverfe  of  that 
of  their  Chriftian,  Catholic,  and  Apoftolic  neigh- 
bours. 

Among  the  various  afts  of  cruelty  and  revenge 
which  diftinguifh  and  difgrace  this  part  of  the  Po-t 
lifh  hiftory,  one  event  is  too  conipicuous  to  be 
overlooked,  and  well  defervcs  to  be  recorded  in 
the  mofl  particular  manner.  We  ihall  therefore 
copy  the  account  given  of  it  by  the  irigenious  Mr. 
Wraxall,  whofe  name  is  well  known  in  the  lite- 
rary worldj,  and  who,  during  his  refidence  at 
Warfaw,  obtained  thq  moft  authentic  infprmation 
upon  that  interefting  tranladlion. 
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**  In  the  midft  of  thefe  turbulent  and  difaftrou^ 
fcenes,"  fays  he, "  the  confederates}  (who  ever  conii-? 
dered  the  king  as  unlawfully  eledted,  and  whoim-r 
puted  to  his  fatal  elevation  and  dircftion,  or  approT 
cation,  all  the  various  Ills  under  which  the  king- 
dom groaned  from  the  Ruifian  oppreflion)  planned 
and  executed  one  of  the  moft  daring  enterprifes  of 
which  modern  hiflory  makes  mention.     I  mcai^ 
the  attempt  to  affaffinate  the  king.  It  is  fomewhat 
remarkable,  that  in  an  age  fo  hqmanifcd,  lb  free 
firom  the  enormous  and  flagitious  crimes  common 
in  barbarous  centuries,  ib  culightene4  as  is  the 
torelent,  this  is  tlie  third  attempt  on  a  crowned 
head  in  my  remembrance*.     Louis  XV.  Jofeph  L 
of  Portugal,  and   Staruilaus  Auguftus,  all  nar- 
Towly  efcaped  aflaflination.     As  the  attempt  on 
his  Polifh  majefty  was  perhaps  the  moft  atrocious, 
and  his  efcapc  certainly  the  moft  extraordinary' 
and  incredible  of  the  three,  I  fhall  be  as  minute 
as  poffible  in  the  enumeration  of  all  the  principal 
circumftances  which  led  to,  and  which  attended 
this  remarkable  event. 

**  A  Polifh  nobleman,  named  Pulafki,  a  ge-» 
neral  in  the  army  of  the  confederates,  was  the 
^perfon  who  planned  the  atrocious  enterprife ;  and 
the  confpirators  who  carried  it  into  execution  were 
about  forty  in  number,  and  were  headed  by  three 
chiefe,  named  Lukawflci,  Strawenflvi,  and  Ko* 
linlki.  Thefe  three  chiefs  had  been  engaged  and 
hired  to  that  purpofe  by  Pulalki,  who  in  the  town 
of  Czetfchokow  in  great  Poland  obliged  them  to 
fwcar  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  by  placing 
their  hands  between  bis,  either  to  deliver  the  king 
alive  into  bis  haqds,  pr^  in  cafe  that  was  impollible, 

•  ♦  It  is  unfortunatcljr  in  our  power  to  add  to  this  number  leveral 
recent  indances  of  regicide,  dilated  by  a  dmlblici^l  entluWIafin  for 
which  it  is  difficult  to  account. 
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to  put  him  to  death.  The  three  chiefs  choie 
thirty-feven  pcrfons  to  accompany  them.  On  the 
ad  of  November,  about  a  month  after  they  had 
quitted  Czetfchokow,  they  obtained  admiffion 
into  Warfaw  unfufpecled  or  undifcovered,  by  tlie 
following  flratagem:  They  difguifed  themlelves 
as  peafants  who  came  to  fell  hay,  and  artfully  con- 
cealed their  faddles,  arms,,  and  cloaths  under  the 
loads  of  hay  which  they  brought  in  waggons,  the 
more  efFedlually  to  efcape  detc6lion. 

"  On  Sunday  night,  the  3d  of  September  1771, 
a  few  of  thefe  conipirators  remained  in  the  ikirta 
of  the  town  ;  and  the  others  repaired  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  the  ftreet  of  tlie  capuchins,  where 
his  majefty  was  expeAed  to  pafs  by  about  his 
nfual  hour  of  returning  to  the  palace.  The  king 
^J)ad  been  to  vifit  his  unclejprince  Czartorilki, 
grand  chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  was  on  his  re- 
turn from  thence  to  the  palace  between  nine  and 
ten  o'clock.  He  was  in  a  coach ^  accompanied 
by  at  leaft  fifteen  or  fixteen  attendants,  belide  an 
;iid-de-camp  in  tlie  carriage :  fcarce  was  he  at  the 
jdiftance  of  two  hundred  paces  from  prince  Czar- 
torilki's  palace,  when  he  was  attacked  by  the  coi^- 
ii)irators,  who  commanded  tlie  coachman  to  flop 
pn  pain  of  inflant  death.  They  fired  feveral  fhot 
into  the  qirriage,  one  of  which  paflcd  through  the 
pody  of  a  heyduc,  who  endeavoured  to  defend  his 
mafter  from  the  violence  of  the  afTaflins.  Almoft 
^11  the  other  pcrfons  *  wlio  preceded  and  accora-r 
panied  his  raajefiy  were  difperfcd ;  the  aid-de- 
camp abandoned  l^im,  and  attempted  to  conceal 

f  "  It  is  incredible  that  fuch  a  number  of  perfons  as  were  with 
hiB  Poliih  majefty  on  that  memorable  night  (hould  all  fo  bafely 
abandon  him,  except  the  fingle  heyduc  who  was  killed,  and  who 
fo  bravely  defended  his  malTer.  This  man  was  a  proteflant ;  ho 
fvas  not  killed  on  the  fpot,  but  expired  next  morning  of  his  wounrf^^ ' 
The  king  allows  a  penfipn  to  }^s  widQW  aad  cbUdrcn.'' 
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hlmfelf  by  flight.  Meanwhile  (he  king  had 
opened  the  door  of  his  carriage  with  the  defign  of 
pffedling  his  efcape  under  ihelter  of  the  night, 
which  was  extremely  dirk.  He  had  even  alighted, 
when  the  aflaflins  feized  him  by  the  hair,  exclaim- 
ing with  horrible  execrations,  "  We  have  thee' 
"  now  ;  thy  hour  is  come."  One  of  them  dif- 
charged  a  piftol  at  him  fo  very  near,  that  he  felt 
the  heat  of  the  flafli ;  while  another  cut  him  acrofs 
the  head  with  his  fabre,  which  penetrated  to  the 
bone.  They  then  laid  hold  of  his  majefly  by  the 
collar,  and,  mounting  on  horfeback,  dragge4 
him  along  the  ground  between  their  horfes  at  full 
gallop  for  near  five  hundred  paces  through  the 
iireets  of  Warfaw  *. 

**  All  was  confufion  and  diforder  during  this 
time  at  the  palace,  where  the  attendants  who  had ' 
defcrted  their  mafler  had  fpread  the  alarm.  The 
foot-guards  ran  immediately  to  the  Ipot  from 
whence  'tlie  kjng  had  been  conveyed,  but  they 
found  only  his  hat  all  bloody,  and  his  bag :  this 
increafed  their  apprehenfions  for  his  life.  The 
whole  city  was  in  an  uproar.  The  affaffins  pro- 
fited of  the  univcrfal  confufion,  terror,  and  con- 
ilemation,  to  bear  away  their  prize.  Findings 
however,  that  he  was  incapable  of  following  them 

•  "  It  is  aftonifhingy  that,  in  the  number  of  balls  which  paffed 
through  the  carriage,  not  one  fhould  hurt  or  wound  the  king.  Se- 
veral went  through  his  peliJUe^  or  fur  great  coat.  I  have  feen  this 
cloak,  and  the  holes  made  in  it  by  the  piflol  bullets.  Every  part 
of  the  cloaths  which  his  majefty  wore  on  that  night  are  carefiilly 
preferved.  It  is  no  lefs  wonderful,  that  when  the  aifalTins  ha^ 
feized  on  the  king,  they  fhould  carry  him  through  fuch  a  number 
of  (treets  without  being  topped.  A  Ruffian  ceqtinel  did  hail  them ; 
but,  aft  they  anfiyered  in  Ruffian,  he  allowed  them  to  pafs,  ima-^ 
gining  them  to  be  a  patrole  of  his  nation.  This  happened  at  fomQ 
jiifrance  from  the  place  where  they  had  carried  off  the  king.  The 
night  was  befides  exceedingly  dark,  and  Warfaw  has  no  lamps. 
All  thefe  circi^mflances  coatribute  to  accQunt  for  this  extraoxtli. 
paryev^nt^?' 
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Dii  foot,  and  that  he  had  already  almoft  loft  hiirf 
rclpiration  from  the  violence  with  which  they  had 
ch'agged  him,  they  fet  him  on  horfeback  and 
then  redoubled  their  fpccd  for  fear  of  being  over- 
taken. When  they  came  to  the  ditch  which  fur- 
rounds  Warfaw,  they  obliged  him  to  leap  his 
horfe  oyer.  In  the  attempt  the  hqrfe  fell  twice, 
and  at  the  fccond  fall  broke  its  leg.  They  Ihen 
mounted  his  majeity  upon  another,  all  covered  as 
he  was  with  dirt. 

**  The  conipirators  had  no  fooner  crofled  the 
ditch,  than  they  began  to  rifle  the  king,  tearing 
off  the  Order*  of  the  Black  Eagle  of  Pruliia  whi(  h 
he  wore  round  his  neck,  and  the  diamond  crois 
hanging  to  it.  He  rcquelled  them  to  leave  his 
handkerchief,  which  they  confented  to  :  his  tab- 
lets efcaped  their  rapacity.  A  great  number  t>f  the 
jrffaflins  retired  after  having  thus  plundered  him, 

Srobably  with  intent  to  notify  to  their  reipe(^Hve  lead- 
ers the  fuccefs  of  their  enterprifc,  and  the  king's 
arrival  as  ^  prifoncr.  Only  levcn  remained  with 
Tiim,  of  whom  Kofinfki  was  the  chief  The  ni{.bt 
was  exceedingly  dark  ;  they  were  abfoUitely  igi  o* 
rant  of  the  way ;  and,  as  thehorfcs  could  not  k(  cp 
tiieir  legs,  they  obliged  his  majefty  to  follow  thciu 
on  foot,  with  only  one  Ihoe,  the  other  being  loll 
in  the  dirt. 

^*  They  continued  to  wgnder  through  the  open 
meadows,  without  following  any  certain  path, 
and  without  getting  to  any  difiance  from  Warfaw. 
They  again  mounted  the  king  on  horfeback,  two 

^  **  It  wa$  Lukawfki,  one  uf  the  three  chiefs  of  the  band,  wh# 
tore  off  the  ribbon  of  the  Black  Eagle,  which  his  Prudian  majclly 
J^ud  conferred  on  the  king  when  he  was  Count  Poniatowfki.  One 
of  his  motives  fordoing  this  was,  by  (hewing  the  Order  of  the 
Black  Kagle  tp  Pulaflci  and  the  confederates,  to  prove  to  them  in- 
eonteflably  tfiat  the  king  was  in  their  hands,  ami  on  hi?  way.  hu* 
jM^vflti  was  ^terytardi  eupjutcd^ '» 

of 


to$TOR\    OF   POlANl>*  ^17 

cf  them  holding  liim  on  each  fide  by  the  hand, 
d.nd  a  third  leading  hishorfeby  the  bridle.  In  thia 
manner  they  were  proceeding,  when  his  majefty 
finding  they  had  taken  the  road  which  led  to  aviU 
lage  called  Burakow,  warned  them  not  to  enter 
it,  becaufe  there  were  fomc  Ruffians  flatiuned  ia 
that  place  who  might  probably  attempt  to  relcue 
him  *.  Finding  himlclf,  however,  incapable  of 
accompanying  the  aflkflins  in  the  painful  pofturc 
in  which  they  held  him  kept  down  on  the  faddlc, 
he  requeflcd  theiti,  fincc  iney  were  determined  to 
oblige  him  to  proceed,  at  Icaft  to  give  him  another 
horic  and  a  boot-j*.  This  rcqueflr  they  complied 
with  ;  and  continuing  their  progrcfs  througli  al* 
moft  impalTablc  lands,  without  any  road,  and  ig- 
norant of  their  way,  they  at  lengtli  foimd  thcni- 
felves  in  the  wood  of  Bielany,  only  a  league  dif- 
tant  from  Warfav/.  From  the  time  they  had 
pafled  the  ditch  they  repeatedly  demanded  of  Ko- 
linfki,  their  chief,  if  it  was  not  yet  time  to  put  the 
king  to  death ;  and  thefe  demands  were  reiterated 

•  ••  This  intimatron,  which  the  king  gave  to  liis  affalTins,  niaf 
at  firft  fight  appear  extraordinary  and  unaccountable,  but  was  re- 
ally di6^ated  by  the  greateft  addrefs  and  jadginrnt.  He  iippre- 
hended  with  reafon,  that,  on  the  fight  of  a  Kuflian  onard,  tbe*y 
would  inftantly  put  him  to  death  with  their  fabres,  and  fty ;  whereas 
by  informing  them  of  the  danger  they  inciared,  he  in  fomc  mc»- 
fure  gained  their  confidence  :  in  effect,  this:  bchavionr  of  the  king 
feemcd  to  fofren  them  a  little,  and  ma^e  them  believe  he  did  not 
mean  to  eficaj^e  from  them." 

f  **  The  king  in  his  fpeech  to  the  diet  on  the  trial  of  the  confpi- 
rators,  interceded  ftron;r|y  for  Kolin/ki,  or  John  Kutfma,  to  whom 
lie  gratefully  expreflcs  himfclf  indebted  for  thefe  favours  in  the  fol- 
lowing wo^rds : 

**  As  I  was  in  the  hands  of  the  affaflins,  I  heard  them  repeatedly 
aflcjohn  Kutfma,  if  theyfliould  not  aifaffinate  me,  but  he  always 
prevented  them.  He  was  the  firfl  who  pcrfuaded  them  to  behave 
to  me  with  greater  genrlenefs,  and  obliged  them  to  confer  upon 
iTie  fomc  fcrvices  which  I  then  greatly  wanted )  namely,  one  to 
give  me  a  cap,  and  a  fecond  a  boot,  which  at  that  time  were  no 
trifling  prcfcnts :  for  the  cold  air  greatly  alfcdled  tlie  wound  in  my 
head;  and  my  foot,  which  was  covered  with  bjood,  gave  me  in- 
#xprc(lible  torture,  which  continued  every  moment  isicrealing/' 

in 
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in  proportipn  to  the  obftacles  and  difficulties  they 
encountered 

*'  Meanwhile  the  confufion  and  confternation 
increafed  at  Warfaw.  The  guards  were  afraid  to 
purfue  the  confpirators,  left  terror  of  being  over- 
taken Ihould  prompt  tliem  in  the  darknefs  to  maf- 
facre  the  king  ;  and  on  the  other  haild,  by  not 
purfuing  they  might  give  them  time  to  efcapc 
with  their  prize  beyond  the  poffibility  of  affift- 
ancc.  Several  of  the  firfl  nobiUty  at  length 
mounted  on  horfcback,  and,  following  the  tradl  of 
the  affaffins,  arrived  at  the  place  where  his  ma- 
jefty  had  pafled  the  ditch.  There  they  found  his 
felijfe,  which  he  had  loft  in  the  precipitation  witli 
which  he  was  humed  away :  it  was  bloody,  and 
pierced  with  holes  made  by  the  balls  or  fabres. 
This  convinced  them  that  he  was  no  more. 

"  The  king  w^as  flill  in  the  hands  of  the  Icven 
remaining  aflaffins,  who  advanced  with  him  into 
the  wood  of  Bielany,  wlien  they  were  fuddenly 
alarmed  by  a  Ruffian  patrole  or  detachment.  In- 
ilantly  holding  council,  four  of  them  difappearedy 
leaving  him  with  the  other  three,  who  compelled 
him  to  walk  on.  Scarce  aquarter  of  an  hour  after, 
a  fecond  Ruffian  guard  challenged  them  anew. 
Two  of  the  aflaffins  then  fled,  and  the  k*ing  re- 
mained alone  with  Kofinlki  the  chief,  both  on 
foot.  His  majefty,  exhaufted  with  all  the  fatigue 
which  he  had  undergone,  implored  his  conduSor 
to  ftop,  and  fufler  him  to  take  a  moment^s  repofe. 
Kofinlki  refufed  it,  menacing  him  with  his  naked 
fabre ;  and  at  the  fame  time  informed  him,  that 
beyond  the  wood  they  fliould  find  a  carriage. 
They  continued  their  walk,  till  they  came  to  the 
door  of  the  convent  of  Bielany.  Kofinlki  ap- 
peared loft  in  thought,  and  fo  much  agitated  by 
'  Jbis  refledlions>  that  th«^  king  perceiving  his  diC- 
6  ordsjry 
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order,  and  obferving  that  he  wandered  without 
Inowing  the  road,  faid  to  him,  "  I  fee  you  arc 
•*  at  a  lofe  which  way  to  proceed.  Let  me  en- 
•*  ter  the  convent  of  Bielany,  and  do  you  provide 
•^  for  your  own  faf<?ty/'  **  No,"  , replied  Kofin- 
Iki,  "  I  have  fworn.*** 

^'  They  proceeded  till  they  came  to  Marie- 
mont,  a  fmall  palace  belonging  to  the  houfe  of 
Saxony,  not  above  half  a  league  from  Warfaw : 
here  Kofiniki  l^trayed  fome  fatisfa<5lion  at  finding 
where  he  was,  and  the  king  ftill  demanding  an 
inftant's  repofe,  he  confented  at  length.  They  fat 
down  together  on  the  ground,  and  the  king  em- 
ployed thefe  moifltents  in  endeavouring  to  foften 
his  conductor,  and  induce  him  to  favour  or  per- 
mit his  efcape.  His  majefty  r^Drefented  the  atro- 
city of  the  crime  lie  had  committed  in  attempting 
to  murder  his  Ibvcreign,  and  the  invalidity  of  an 
oath  taken  to  perpetrate  fo  heinous  an  action  r 
Kofiniki  lent  attention  to  this  difcourfe,  and  be^ 
gan  to  betray  fome  marks  of  remorfe.  "  But,"" 
faid  he,  '*  if  I  Ihould  confcnt  and  reconduct  you 
*^  to  Warfaw,  what  will  be  the  coiifequence  ? — 
*^  I  Ihall  be  taken  and  executed  !'* 

^  KoHnflci  afterwards  confeffed^  that  he  was  fent  by  Pukfki, 
with  the  other  confpirators,  to  take  the  king  alive  or  dead  :  and 
^liat  he  engaged  them  to  the  execution  of  their  defign  by  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  before  the  miraculous  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin  : 

**  We>  being  excited  by  a  holy  and  religious  zeal,  have  taken  m. 
firm  and  unHiaken  refolution  to  revenge  the  caufe  of  the  divinity* 
religion,  and  our  country,  -which  has  been  injured  by  the  tyrant. 
Stanidaus  Auguilua,  defpifer  of  laws-divine  and  human,  ufurpcr 
of  tiie  throne  of  Poland,  promoter  of  atheifts  and  heretics,  trai- 
tor to  his  country,  opprelfor  ot  the  nation,  and  a  vile  inftrumenc 
of  foreign  ambition  and  injufllce,  do  fwear  and  promife,  before  the 
facred  and  miraculous  image  of^the  mother  of  God,  to  facrifice  our 
fortunes,  lives,  and  families,  in  order  to  extirpate  from  theeanh 
one  who  difhonours  it,  by  trampling  under  foot  the  refpedt  due  to 
tlie  divinity^  religion^  and  the  privilege^  of  tbe  IV^UQO.  So  help 
u$  God. 

*^  This- 
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'^  This  refleiSlion  plunged  him  into  new  imoef-* 
tainty  and  embarrafTinent.     "  I  give  you  mj 
"  word,"  anfwcred  his  majefty,  "that  you  (hall 
*•  fuffer  no  harm  ;   but  if  you  doubt  my  prOmife^ 
**  efcape  while  there  is  yet  time,   t  can  find  my 
**  way  to  fomc  place  of  fecurity  ;  and  I  will  cer- 
"  tainly  diretfl  your  purfuer$  to  tak^  the  contrary 
**  road  to  that  which  you  have  chofen."     Kofin- 
fki  could  not  any  longer  contaui  himfelf,  but, 
throwing  himielf  at  the  king's  feet,  implored  for- 
givenefe  for  the  crime  he  had  committed;  and 
fworc  to  protect  him  againfl  every  enemy,  relying 
totally  on  his  generolity  for  pardon  and  prcferva- 
tion.   His  majefly  reiterated  to  him  his  aflurances 
offafety.     Judging,  however,  that  it  was  prudent 
to  gain  fome  afylum  without  delay,  and  recolledl- 
ing  that  there  was  a  mill  at  fomc  confiderable  dis- 
tance, he  immediately  made  towards  it.     Kofin- 
Iki  knocked,  but  in  vain  ;  no  anfwer  was  given: 
he  then  broke  a  pane  of  glafs  in  the  window,  and 
entreated  for  Ihelter  to  a  nobleman  who  had  been 
plundered  by  robbers.     The  miller  rcfufcd,  fup- 
poiing  them  to  be  banditti,  and  continued  for 
more  than  half  an  hour  to  perfi/l  in  his  denial.  At 
length  the  king  approached,  and  fpeaking  through 
the  broken  pane,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  him  to 
admit  them  under  his  roof;  adding,  **  if  we  were 
"  robbers,  as  you  fuppofe,  it  would  be  very  eafy 
*^  for  us  to  break  the  whole  window,  inftcad  of 
"  one  pane  of  glafs."     This  argument  prevailed. 
They  at  length  opened  the  door,  and  admitted  his 
niajrily.     He  immediately  wrote  a  note  to  gene- 
ral Coccei,  colonel  of  the  foot-guards.     It  was  li- 
terally as  follows  :  **  Par  un  efpece  Jemiradeje  fuh 
•'  fauve  da  maim  dcs  ajfaffins.    Jefuis  idau  petit  mou^ 
**  /;/.  iU  Maricmont.     Fenez  nu  pbtt&t  me  tirer  d'ici. 

2  «  Je 
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^  Jejfuis  bkjp,  mats  pas  fort  *."  It  was  with  the 
"^eateft  difficulty,  however,  that  the  king  could 
perfuade  any  one  to  carry  this  note  td  Warfaw, 
ks  the  people  df  the  mill,  imagining  that  he  was 
^nobleman  who  had  juft  been  plundered  by  rob- 

'  bers,  were  afraid  of  falling  in  with  the  troop.  Ko- 
finlki  then  offered  to  reftore  every  thing  he  had 
taken-,  but  his  majefty  left  him  all,  except  the 
blue  ribbon  of  the  White  Eagle. 

'*  When  the  meflcngcr  arrived  with  the  notc^ 
the  aftonifhment  and  joy  was  incredible.  Coc- 
tei  inftantly  rode  to  the  mill,  followed  by  a  de- 
tachment of  the  guards.  He  met  Kofinlki  at  the 
door  with  his  fabre  drawn,  who  admitted  him  as 
ibon  as  he  knew  him.  The  king  had  funk  into  a 
fleep  caufed  by  his  fatigue^  and  was  flretched  on 
the  ground,  covered  with  the  miller's  cloak.  Coccei 
immediately  threw  himfelf  at  his  majefty's  feet, 
calling  him  his  fovereign,  and  kiffing  his  hand. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  paint  or  defcribe  the  aftonifhment 
of  the  miller  and  his  family,  who  inftantly  imitated 
Coccei's  example,  by  throwing  themfelves  on  their 
knees  "I".  The  king  returned  to  Warfaw  in  general 
Coccei's  carriage,  and  reached  the  palace  about 
five  in  the  morning.     His  wound  was  found  not 

*  to  be  dangerous;  and  he  .foon  recovered  the 
bruifes  and  injuries  which  he  had  fuffered  during 
this  memorable  night. 

**  So  extraordinary  an  efcape  is  fcarce  to  be  paral- 

♦  "  By  a  kind  of  miracle  1  ajn  efcaped  from  the  hands  of  aflaf- 
fins.  I  am  now  at  the  mill  of  Mariemont.  Come  as  foon  as  pof- 
fiblei  and  take  me  from  hence.  I  am  wounded,  but  not  danger- 
oufly." 

t  "  1  have  been  at  this  mill,  rendered  memorable  by  fo  Angu- 
lar an  event.  It  is  a  wretched  Polilh  hovel,  at  a  diftance  from  any 
houfe.  The  king  lias  rewarded  the  miller  to  tJic  extent  of  his 
wifhes,  in  building  him  a  mill  upon  the  Viftala,  aad  allowing  him 
a  fmall  penliori.'' 

. -^  Y     .  Iclcd 
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Icled  in  hiiloTy,  and  afibrds  ample  matter  of  won- 
der and  furpriie.  Scaroe  could  the  nobility  or 
people  at  Wariaw  credit  the  evidence  of  their  fenfes 
when  they  law  him  return.  Certainly  neither 
the  efeape  of  the  king  of  France  from  Damien,  or 

'  of  the  king  of  Pcnlugal  from  the  conspiracy  of  the 
duke  d*AveirOy  were  equally  amazing  or  impro* 
faable  as  that  of  the  king  of  Poland.  I  have  re- 
lated it  very  minutely,  and  from  authorities  the 
higheft  and  moll  inconteflable. 

^'  It  is  natural  to  inquire  what  is  become  of  Ko- 
iinlki,  the  man  who  laved  his  majefly's  life,  and 
the  other  conlpirators.  He  was  born  in  the  pala- 
tinate of  Cracow,  and  of  mean  extraction :  having 
ailimied  the  name  of  Kofiniki*^  which  is  that  of 
a  noble  fiunily,  to  give  himlelf  credit  He  had 
hoea  created  an  officer  in  the  troops  of  the  con- 
federates under  PkilaikL  It  would  leem  as  if  Ko- 
finiki  b^an  to  entertain  the  idea  of  prelerving  the 
king^s  life  from  the  time  when  Lukawlki  and 
Strawenlki  abandoned  him  ;  yet  he  had  great 
draggles  with  himlelf  before  he  could  refolve  on 
this  condu^  after  the  Iblemn  engagements  into 
whidi  he  had  entered.  Even  after  ne  had  con- 
du<3ed  the  king  back  to  Wariaw,  he  exprelled 

.  more  than  once  his  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  what 
be  had  done,  and  fome  remorfe  for  having  de- 
ceived his  employers. 

^'  Lukawlki  and  Strawenlki  were  both  taken, 
and  leveral  of  the  other  aflalfins.  At  his  ma- 
jefty*s  peculiar  requeft  and  entreaty,  the  diet  re- 
mitted the  capital  punilhment  of  the  inferior  con- 
Ipirators,  and  condemned  them  to  work  for  life  on 
me  fortifications  of  Kaminiec,  where  they  now 

^  ««Hi8  ital  aame  was- John  KutTnuu'^ 
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ftt6.  By  his  interceffion  likcwife  with  the  diet, 
the  horrible  ptiniihment  and  various  modes  of  tor- 
ture, which  the  laws  of  Poland  decree- and  itiflicft 
on  regicides,,  were  mitigated  ;  and  both  Lukaw- 
iki  and  Strawenlki  were  only  limply  beheaded. 
Kofinlki  was  detained  under. a  very  jftrift  confine- 
Inent,  and  obliged  to  give  evidence  againfl:  his  two 
companions.  A  perfon  of  diflin6):ion,  who  faw 
them  both  die,  has  affured  me  that  nothing  could 
be  more  noble  and  manly  than  all  Lukawlki's 
condudl  previotis  to  his  death.  When  he  was 
carried  to  the  place  of  execution,  although  his 
body  was  almoil  extenuated  by  the  feverity  of  his 
confinement,  diet>  and  treatment,  his  ipirit  un- 
fubdued  raifed  him  above  the  terrors  of*  an  infa- 
mous and  public  execution.  He  had  not  been 
permitted  to  Ihave  his  beard  while  in  prifon,  and 
his  drefs  was  fqualid  to  the  greateft  degree  ;  yet 
none  of  thefe  humiliations  could  deprefs  his  mind. 
With  a  grandeur  of  foul  worthy  of  a  better  caufe, 
but  which  it  was  impoflible  not  to  admire,  he  re- 
fufed  to  fee  or  embrace  the  traitor  Kofinlki.  When 
conducted  to  the  Icene  of  execution,  which  was 
about  a  mile  from  Warfaw,  he  betrayed  no  emo- 
tions of  terror  -or  unmanly  fear.  He  made  a 
fliort  harangue  to  the  multitude  aflembled  upon 
the  occafion,  in  which  he  by  no  means  exprefled 
any  forrow  for  his  paft  condudl,  or  contrition  for 
his  attempt  on  the  king,  which  he  probably  re- 
garded as  meritorious  and  patriotic.  His  head  was 
fevered  from  his  body. 

^  *'  Strawenfki  was  beheaded  at  the  fame  time, 
but  he  neither  harangued  the  people,  nor  Ihewed 
any  figns  of  contrition.  Pulalki,  who  commanded 
one  of  the  many  corps  of  confederate  Poles  then 
in  arms,  and  who  was  the  great  agent  and  pro- 
Y  2  moter 
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motet  of  the  aflaffination,  i$  ftill  alive  *,  fhoiig^ 
an  outlaw  and  an  exile.  He  is  faid,  even  by  the 
Ruffians,  his  enemies,  to  poffe^  military  talents 
of  a  very  fuperior  nature;  nor  were  they  ever 
able  to  take  him  prifoner  during  the  civil  war, 

"  To  return  to  Kofiniki,  the  man  who  favcd 
the  king's  life.  About  a  week  after  Lukawfki 
and  Strawenfki's  execution,  he  was  fent  by  his 
majefly  out  of  Poland.  He  now  refides  at  Se- 
migallia,  in  the  papal  territories,  where  he  en- 
joys an  annual  penfion  from  the  king." 

To  the  foregoing  account  by  Mr.  Wraxall, 
Mr.  Coxe  furnilhes  us  with  a  v^ry  interefting  fe- 
quel. 

"  Upon  general  Coccei's  arrival  at  the  n>ill  (fays 
Mr.  Coxe)  the  firft  queltion  which  his  majefty 
afked  was,  wliether  any  of  his  attendants  had 
luiFcred  from  the  aflaifins ;  and,  upon  being  in- 
formed that  one  of  the  heyducs  was  killed  upon 
the  fpot,  and  another  dangeroufly  wounded,  his 
mind,  naturally  feeling,  now  rendered  more  fuf- 
ceptible  by  his  late  danger,  was  greatly  afFeAed; 
and  his  joy  at  his  own  efcape  was  conliderably 
diminilhed. 

'  "  Upon  his  return  toWarfaw,  the  ftrects  through 
which  he  paflcd  were  illuminated  with  torches, 
and  crowded  by  an  immenfe  concourfe  of  peo- 
ple, w^ho  followed  him  to  the  palace,  cr}nng  out 
inceffantly,  "  The  king  is  alive."  Upon  his  en- 
tering the  palace,  the  doors  were  flung  open, 
and  perfons  of  all  ranks  were  admitted  to  ap- 
proach his  pcrlbn,  and  to  felicitate  him  upon 
his  efcape-     Tlie  fcenc,  as  I  have  been  informed 

•  After  the  conclu(Ton  of  thefe  troubles,  Pulafki  efcaped  from 
Poland,  and  repaired  to  America  :  he  diflingnifticd  himfelf  in  the 
American  fervice,  and  was  killed  in  the  attempt  to  force  the  Bri- 
ti/h  lines  at  the  fiegc  of  Savaiuiab  in  1779,— ^Mr.  COXB. 

by 
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by  feveral  of  the  nobility  who  were  prefcnt,  wa3 
affe6ling  beyond  defcription.  Every  one  ftrug- 
gled  to  get  near  him  to  kifs  his  hand,  or  even  to 
touch  his  cloaths:  all  were  lb  tranfported  with 
joy,  that  they  even  loaded  Kolinlki  with  carcflfes, 
and  called  him  the  faviour  of  their  king.  His 
majefty  was  fo  aifeAed  with  thcfe  figns  of  zeal 
and  affedlion,  that  he  exprefled^  in  the  moft 
feeling  manner,  his  ftrong  fenfe  of  thefe  proofs 
of  *  their  attachment,  and  declared  it  was  the 
happieft  hour  of  his  whole  life.  In  this  mo- 
ment of  rapture,  he  forgot  the  dangers  he  had 
avoided  and  the  wounds  he  had  received;  and 
as  every  one  feemed  anxious  to  learn  the  circum- 
flances  of  his  efcape,  he  would  not  fuifer  his 
wounds  to  be  infpefted  and  dreffed  before  he 
had  himfelf  iatisfied  their  impatience,  by  relating 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  he  had  undergone. 
During  the  recital,  a  perfon  unacquainted  with 
the. language  might  have  difcovered  the  various 
events  of  the  ftory  from  the  changes  of  exprcf- 
lion  in  the  countenances  of  the  by-ftandcrs, 
which  displayed  the  moft  fudden  alterations  from 
terror  to  compaffion,  from  compaffion  to  afto- 
niihment,  and  from  aftoniihmcnt  to  rapture; 
while  the  univerfal  lilence  was  only  broken  by 
fighs  and  tears  of  joy. 

"  The  king  having  finiflied  the  account,  again 
repeated  his  affurances  of  gratitude  and  affeftion 
for  the  unfeigned  proofs  they  had  given  of  their 
loyalty;  and  difmifled  them,  by  adding,  that  he 
hoped  he  had  been  thus  miraculoufly  prefcrvcd 
by  Divine  Providence  for  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  purfue  with  additional  zeal  the  good  of  his 
country,  which  bad  ever  been  the  gicsit  objeft  of 
|iis  attention. 

T  3  "  Bein^ 
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"  Being  now  left  alone,  his  raajefty  permitted 
the  furgeoris  to  examine  the  wound  in  his  head. 
Upon  cutting  away  the  fkin,  it  appeared  that  the 
bone  was  hurt,  but  not  dangeroufly:  from  the 
quantity  of  clotted  blood,  the  operation  of  dreA 
fing  was  tedious  and  painful,  and  was  fubmitted 
to  by  the  king  ^ith  great  patience  and  magnani* 
jnity-  The  furgeons  propofed  at  firll  to  bleed 
him  in  the  foot;  but  they  laid  afide  this  inten- 
tion, upon  finding  both  his  feet  fwoUen  con- 
iiderably,  and  covered  with  bliflers  and  bruifes. 

"  The  family  of  the  heyduc,  who  had  faved 
the  king's  life  by  the  lofs  of  his  own,  was  am-r 
ply  provided  for:  his  body  was  buried  with 
great  pomp;  and  his  majefty  erected  an  hand-r 
Ibme  monument  to  his  memory,  with  an  elegant 
infcription  f xpreflive  of  the  man's  fidelity  and 
of  his  own  gratitude." 

The  Engliih  tranflation  of  this  infcription  ia 
as  follows : 

*^  Here  lies  George  Henrj^  Butzau;  who,  on 
^^  the  3d  of  November  1771,  oppoling  his  own 
*^  breall  to  fhield  Staniflaus  Auguflus  from  the 
•*  weapons  of  nefarious  paiTlciclcs,  was  pierced 
*^  with  repeated  wounds,  and  glorioufly  expired. 
*^  The  king,  lamenting  the  death  of  a  feithful 
**  fubje(5l,  eredled  this  monument,  as  a  tribute 
^^  to  him,  and  an  exj^mple  to  others." 

Thus  far  Mr.  Coxc.  The  foreign  Gazettes  of 
the  time  have  recorded,  that  as  foon  as  tlie  king 
was  fufficicntly  recovered,  he  wrote  an  account 
of  his  danger  and  miraculous  efcape  to  the  em- 
prcfs  of  Ruffia  and  to  the  king  of  Pruflia.  The 
^nfwer  of  the  latter  was  as  follows  \ 

f'  Sir 
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'*  Sir  and  Brother, 

*^  Your  majefty  has  caufed  me  to  feel  the  ef- 
fefts  of  my  true  fenfibility,  by  believing  that  I 
Ihoukl  be  touched  to  the  quick  at  the  danger 
you  were  expofed  to  on  the  3d  of  November,  by 
the  horrid  attempt  againft  your  perfon  and  life. 
I  heard  the  news  of  it  with  the  gredteft  emotion. 
A  plot  fo  deferving  of  punifliment,  in  regard  to 
its  atrocioufnefs,  and  fo  feditious,  by  the  un- 
heard-of circumftances  that  accompanied  the 
execution  of  it,  will  for  ever  cover  with  fhame 
the  author  of  it,  as  well  as  his  accomplices. 
This  is  an  affair  in  which  all  fbvcreigns  are  con- 
cerned; and  that  flroke,  as  bafe  a5  inhuman,  on 
tlie  part  of  the  confederates,  deferves  that  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  Ihould  unite  in  taking  a  fig- 
nal  vengeance  for  the  enormous  deed  tliey  have 
rendered  themfelves  guilty  of.  The  only  com- 
fort and  fatisfadtion  we  have  is,  that  your  majef- 
ty's  life  is  out  of  danger,  and  that  you  will  foon 
be  well.  I  am  glad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to. 
congratulate  you  fincerely  on  your  deliverance^ 
and  to  aflure  you  qgain,  on  fo  important  an  oc- 
caiion,  of  the  high  cfteem  and  friendfhip  with 
which  I  am  your  good  brother. 

(Signed) 

"  Frederic" 

The  reader  will  probably  exclaim,  with  us, 
O  /  Jijic  omnia  dixijjet  I 

The  following  year,  1772,  it  appeared  that 
the  fame  king  of  Pruffia,  the  Auftrian  emperor 
and  emprefs  queen,  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia, 
had  entered  into  an  alliance  to  divide  and  dif- 
meml^cr  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  the  fcheme 
was  planned  with  fuch  profoupd  fecrccy,  that  it 
Y  4  was 
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was  fcarcely  fafpedled  before  it  was  carried  intq 
execution.  Poland  had  long  derived  its  princi- 
pal fecurity  from  its  peculiar  lituation  between 
three  great  powers,  each  equally  intercfted  to 
prevent  the  others  from  acquiring  any  increafe 
of  ftrength  or  addition  of  territory:  the  union 
of  thcfe  rival  potentates  was  conlidered  as  a  cir- 
cumftance  nearly  impoffible;  and  (hould  fuch  an 
unexpected  union  take  place,  it  was  thought  in- 
credible  that  the  other  princes  of  Europe  would 
paffively  fubmit  to  a  material  alteration  in  the 
oalance  of  power. 

Treaties  upon  treaties,  and  negociatipns  upon 
negociations,  had  guarantied  to  Poland  the  pof- 
fellion  of  her  territory;  and  the  very  three  pow- 
ers  who  difpiembered  her  provinces  had,  at  the 
prefent  king*s  acceflion,  folemnly  renounced  all 
right  and  title  to  any  part  of  the  Polilh  domi- 
nions *.  But  treaties  arid  guaranties  aye  in  gene- 
ral 

•  In  1764,  the  eraprcfs  of  Ruflia  tnnfmitt^d  ta  the  court  of 
Warfaw  an  a6t  of  renunciation,  figned  with  her  own  hand,  and 
fealed  with  the  feal  of  the  empire;  wherein  (he  declares,  That 
file  did  by  no  means  arrogate  either  to  hcrfclf,  her  heirs  and  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  or  to  her  empire,  any  right  or  claim  to  the  diflrifls  or 
territories  which  were  actually  in  polTeflion,  or  fubje6t  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,' or  great  duchy  of  Lithuania^ 
but  tnat,  on  the  contrary,  her  faid  majefty  would  guarantee  to 
the  faid  kingdom  of  Poland  apd  duchy  of  Lithuania  all  the  imr 
mutiities,  lands,  territories,  and  didnfls,  which  the  faid  king- 
dom and  duchy  ought  by  right  to  pofTefs,  or  did  now  a£lually 
pofTefs ;  and  would  at  all  times,  and  for  ever,  maintain  them  in 
ihe  full  and  free  enj>  yment  thereof,  againft  the  attempts  of  all 
and  every  one  v^ho  (hould  at  any  time,  or  on  apy  pretext,  en- 
deavour to  difpt  (Tefs  them  of  the  fame.  In  the  fame  year  did 
the  kinf{  of  Pruflia  fign,  with  his  own  hand,  an  a^^,  wherein  he 
declared,  1  hat  he  had  no  claims,  formed  no  pretenfions  on  Po- 
land, or  any  part  thereof:  that  he  renounced  all  claims  on  that 
kingdom,  eiiner  as  king  of  Prudia,  elector  of  Brandenburg,  or 
duke  of  Pomerania.  In  the  fame  inftmment  he  guarantees,  in 
the  mo(t  folemn  manner,  the  territories  and  rights  of  Poland 
againft  every  power  whatever.  Th^  emprefs-queen  of  Hun- 
gary, fo  lafe  as  the  month  of  Jafiuafy  1771,  wroic  a  letter  witlji 
^er  own  hand  to  the  king  of  Puland,  in  Which  (he  gave  him  the 

ilrongeit 
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ral  only  adhered  to  until  they  can  be  broken 
vith  fafety :  the  only  etFeftual  method  for  any 
ftate  to  fecure  its  dominions,  is  to  make  itfelf  re-» 
i^pedlable  by  its  iireng^h  and  unanimity,  and  to 
be  prepared  againfl  any  attacks. 

The  natural  ftrength  of  Poland,  if  properly 
xxerted,  would  have  formed  a  more  certain  bul- 
wark againft  the  ambition  of  her  neighbours 
than  the  faith  of  treaties,  or  an  attention  in  the 
other  European  nations  to  the  balance  of  power. 
And  it  is  extremely  worthy  of  remark,  that  pf  the 
three  partitioning  powers,  Pruffia  *  w^  formerly 

ilronj;e(l  aQurances,  That  her  friend(hip  for  him  and  the  republut 
ivas  iirm  and  unalterable :  that  the  motion  of  her  troops  ought 
i»ot  to  alarm  him ;  tha^  flie  had  never  entertained  1  thought  of 
feizing  any  part  of  his  dominions,  nor  would  eiren  fuifer  any 
oth^r  power  to  dq  it.-— From  whiph^  according  to  the  politiol 
4reed  of  princes,  we  may  infer,  that  to  guarantee  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  revenues  qf  a  ft^te,  means  to  annihilate  tho^  \U 
l>erties,  feize  upon  thofe  rights,  and  appropriate  thofe  revenue^ 
to  their  own  ule.  Such  is  the  faith  of  princes,  the  inftability  of 
})uman  politics,  and  qf  human  affairs! 

♦  In  the  13th  century,  all  Pruffia  belonged  to  the  knights  of 
the  Teutonic  order.  In  1454,  that  part,  fince  denominated  Po- 
Kfh  or  Wcftcrn  Pruflia,  revolted  to  Cafimir  IV.  and  was  after- 
wards incorporated  into  the  dominions  of  the  republic;  at  the 
fame  time,  the  knights  were  conArained  to  hold  the  remaining 
part,  called  Eaftern  Pruffia,  as  a  fief  of  the  crown  of  Poland, 
In  1525,  Eaftern  Pruffia  was  eredtrtl  into  an  heredUary  duch)^, 
9nd  given  to  Albert  of  Brandenburg,  as  a  Polifh  fief.  U]:)on  his 
death,  it  fell  to  his  fon  Albert  Frederick,  who  being  impaired  in 
Ms  faculties,  the  adminiftration  was  vefted  firft  in  Joachim  Frede- 
rick eleftor  of  Brandenburg,  and  afterwards  in  Joadhim's  fon 
John  Sigifmond,  who  had  married  Albert's  daughter.  Upon 
the  demife  of  Albert  without  male  heirs,  John  Sigifmond,  v%ho 
fucceeded  to  the  duchy  of  Pruffia,  did  homage  for  that  duchy  a^ 
a  vaflal  of  the  republic.     His  grandfon,  Frederick  William,  the 

f*  rcat  Ele^or,  was  the  firft  duke  of  Pruffia  relcafed  from  thi| 
adge  of  feudal  dependence  by-  John  Cafimir;  Eaftern  Pruffia 
being  declared  a  fovereign,  indepjndent,  and  hereditary  duchv. 
Frc&rick,  fon  of  Frederick  Wilfiam  the  Great,  aifumed  tlic 
title  of  King  of  Pruflia,  which,  however,  the  Poles  never  ac- 
knowledged uhtil  17^,  at  the  acceffion  of  Staniflaus  Auguf- 
tus. 

iu 
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in  a  ftate  of  vaflalage  to  the  rqiublic;  Ruflia*' 
once  faw  its  capital  and  throne  pofleffed  by  the 
Poles;  and  Auftria,  fcarce  a  century  ago,  was. 
indebted  to  a  fovereign^  of  this  country  for  the 
prefervation  of  its  metropoUs,  tind  almofl  fear  its 
very  exiftence. 

A  kingdom,  (b  lately  the  mafter  or  protedlor 
of  its  neighbours,  would  never  have  been  fo  rea- 
dily overwhelmed  by  them,  had  there  not  been 
the  moft  glaring  imperfeftions  in  its  government. 
Poland,  in  truth,  formerly  more  powerful  than 
any  of  the  furrovinding  ilates,  has,  from  the  de- 
fe6ts  of  its  conftitution,  declined  in  the  midft  of 
general  improvements ;  and,  after  giving  law  to 
the  north,  is  become  an  cafy  prey  ta  fvery  ia^ 
vada-. 

The  partition  of  Poland  was  firft  proje<?ted  by 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  Polifh  or  Weftern  Pruiiia 
had  long  been  an  obje6l  of  his  ambition :  exclu- 
iive  of  its  fertility,  commerce,  and  population^ 
its  local  lituation  rendered  it  highly  valuable  to 
that  monarch;  it  lay  between  his  German  domi**^ 
yiions  and  Eaftcrn  Pruffia,  and  while  poffefled 
by  the  Poles,  cut  off,  at  their  will,  all  commu- 
nication between  thehi.  During  the  courfe  of 
the  laft  general  war,  he  had  experienced  the 
moll  fatal  efFeAs  from  this  disjointed  ftate  of  his 
territories,*  By  the  acquifition  of  Weftern  Pruf- 
fia, his  dominions  would  be  rendered  compact, 
and  his  troops  in  time  of  war  be  able  to  march 
from  Berlin  to  Koningfburgh  withouf  interrup- 
tion.    The  period  was  now  arrived,  when  the 

•  Under  Sigifmond  III.  whofe  troops  got  poffelTJoD  of  Mofi 
cowy  and  whofe  fon  Ladidaus  was  chofen  great  dii|^e  oi  Mulcovy 
by  a  party  of  the  RulTian  nobles. 

t  Jolm  Sobicflci,  who  compelled  the  Turks  to  raifc  the  fiege 
ol  Vienna,  and  delivered  the  houfe  of  Aullria  from  the  greatcii 
dangers  it  ever  experienced.    [See  p.  189  &  fcq.] 

4  lituatioa 
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Situation  of  Poland  feemed  to  promife  the  at- 
tainment of  this  favonrite  ohjeft.  He  purfued 
it,  however,  with  all  the  caution  of  an  able  po- 
litician. On  the  commencement  of  the  troubles, 
he  Ihewed  no  eagernefs  to  interfere  in  the  affairs 
of  this  country ;  and  although'  he  had  concurred 
with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia  in  railing  Staniflaus 
Auguftus  to  the  throne  of  Poland,  yet  he  declined 
taking  any  a<5live  part  in  his  favour  againft  the 
confederates.  Afterwards,  in  1769,  when  the 
whole  kingdom  became  convulfcd  throughout 
•  with  civil  commotions,  and  defolated  likewife  by. 
the  plague,  he,  under  pretence  of  forming  lines 
to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the  infedion,  ad- 
vanced his  troops  into  Polifli  Pruflia,  and  occu- 
pied that  whole  diftricft. 

Though  now  completely  mailer  of  the  coun- 
try, and  by  no  means  apprchenfive  of  any  for-, 
midable  reliftance  from  the  difunited  and  dif- 
trafted  Poles,  yet,  as  he  was  well  aware  that  the 
fecurity  of  his  new  acquifition  depended  upon 
the  acquiefcencc  of  Ruffia  and  Auftria,  he  plan- 
ned the  partition  of  Poland.  He  communicated 
the  projc6l  to  the  emperor,  either  during  their 
interview  at  Nieft  in  Silelia,  in  1769,  or  in  that 
of  the  following  year,  at  Neuftadt;  from  whopi 
the  overture  met  with  a  ready  concurrence.  Jo» 
feph,  who  had  before  fecretly  encouraged  the 
confederates,  and  even  commenced  a  negociation 
with  the  P^rte  againft  Ruffia,  now  fuddenly  al- 
tered his  meafures,  and  increafed  his  army  to-.- 
wards  the  Polilh  frontiers.  The  plague  prefent- 
ing  to  him,  as  well  as  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  a 
fpecious  motive  for  ftationing  troops  in  the  do-s 
minions  of  the  republic,  he  gradually  (extended 
his  lines,  and  in  1772  occupied  the  whole  terri- 
tory which  he  has  fmcc  difincmbered.      But, 

notwith- 
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potwkhflanding  this  change  in  bis  fentiments, 
his  real  views  upon  Poland  weYe  at  firft  fo  efFeo 
.  tually  concealed,  that  the  Polifh  rebels  conceived 
that  the  Auftrian  army  was  advancing  to  aft  in 
their  favour;  not  fuppofing  it  pojflible  that  the 
rival  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  could  a<9:  in 
concert* 

Nothing  more  remained  toward  completing 
the  partition  than  the  acceffion  of  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  That  great  princefs  was  too  difcerning  a 
politician  not  to  regard  with  a  jealous  eye  the  in- 
trodaftion  of  foreign  powers  into  Poland.  Pof- 
feffing  an  uncontrouled  afcendancy  over  thq 
whole  country,  Ihe  could  propofe  no  material 
advantage  from  the  formal  acquifition  of  a  part ; 
and  muft  purchafe  a  moderate  addition  to  her 
territory  by  a  conliderable  furrender  of  autho- 
rity. The  king  of  Pruflia,  well  acquainted  with 
the  true  interefts  of  Ruffia  in  regard  to  Poland, 
and  with  the  capacity  of  the  emprefs  to  difcem 
thofe  interefts,  forbore  (it  is  faid)  opening  any 
negociatlon  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  partition,  until 
fhe  was  involved  in  a  Turkifli  war.  At  that  crilis 
he  dilpatched  his  brother  prince  Henry  to  Pe- 
terfbitrgh,  who  fuggeftcd  to  tlie  emprefs  that  the 
houfc  of  Auftria  was  forming  an  alliance  with 
the  Porte,  which,  if  it  took  place,  would  create 
a  moft  formidable  combination  againft  her;  that^ 
neverthelefs,  the  friendlhip  of  that  houfe  was  tp 
be  purchafed  by  acceding  to  the  partition ;  that 
upon  this  condition  the  emperor  was  willing  tp 
renounce  his  connexion  with  the  Grand  Signior, 
and  would  fuffer  the  Ruffians  to  profecutc  the 
war  without  interruption.  Catharine,  anxious 
to  pufli  her  conquefts  againil  the  Turks,  and 
dreading  the  interpolition  of  the  emperor  in  that 
quarter;  perceiving  likewife,  from  tlie  intimate 
^  union 
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tinion  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin, 
tiiat  it  would  not  be  in  her  power,  at  the  pref^nt 
juncture,  to  prevent  the  intended  partition,  clofed 
with  the  propofal,  and  feledlcd  no  inconfiderable 
portion  of  the  Polifh  territories  for  herfelf.  The 
treaty  was  figned  at  Peteriburgh  in  the  beginning 
of  February  1772,  by  the  Ruffian,  Auftrian, 
and  Pruffian  plenipotentiaries  *. 

As  the  troops  of  the  three  courts  were  already 
in  poflcffion  of  the  greateft  part  of  Poland,  the 
confederates,  hemmed  in  on  all  fides,  were  foon 


•  The  oath  which  the  Ruffians  required  the  inhabitants  of 
their  diyiiion  of  Poland  to  take  was  as  follows : 

"  I  do  fwear  to  Almighty  God,  upon  the  Holy  Evangelifts, 
and  I  promife  by  the  prefent  oath  an  inviolable  fidelity,  and 
j>crfe6t  obedience,  to  her  Imperial  Majefty  the  Emprefs  Catha^ 
rine  Alexiowna,  Autocratrix  of  all  the  Ru([ias,*ana  to  her  be- 
loved fon  the  Grand  Duke  Paul  Petrowitz,  prefumptive  heir 
of  all  the  Ruffias.  I  promife  to  be  always  ready  to  facrifice  my 
life,  and  to  (hed  the  laft  drop  of  my  blood  for  their  fervice. 
I  •  kifs  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  Crofs  of  my  Saviour,  to 
render  my  oath  facred  and  inviolable." 

The  Sieur  Kicki,  ftaroll  of  Lemberg,  was  removed  from  hit 
port  for  refufing  to  take  this  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  empiefs- 
queen :  and  the  king  of  Poland,  to  whom  he  wrote  to  inform 
his  majefty  of  the  event,  fent  him  the  following  anfwer : 

<*  I  could  not  read  without  emotion  your  letter  of  the  21ft 
inft.  in  which  you  inform  me  that  a  foreign  power  had  ordered 
you  to  pay  it  homage,  and  that  upon  your  refufal  it  deprived 
you  of  the  ftarofty  of  Lemberg,  with  the  revenues  arifing 
from  it.  I  am  mofl  fcnfibly  affected  to  fee  that  a  Polander,  who 
had  rifcn  to  a  confiderable  poft,  (hould  be  obliged  to  quit  it, 
becaufe  he  would  not  betray  his  country  in  the  name  of  the 
Supreme  Being.  My  concern  is,  however,  mixed  with  a  par- 
ticular fatisfaCtion,  when  I  confider  that  it  is  you,  my  old 
friend,  who  has  given  fuch  an  admirable  example  of  virtue, 
constancy,  and  difintereftednefs.  The  Polanders,  our  cotem- 
poraries,  and  their  pofterity,  will  find  in  your  condu6l  a  model 
for  their  actions,  and  neca  not  have  recourfe  to  the  hiftorics  of 
ancient  republics  for  afts  of  heroifm,  as  incitements  to  virtue. 
I  fet  the  higher  value  upon  your  behaviour,  becaufe  it  was  not 
in  confequence  of  an  oroer  itflied  from  the  throne,  but  the  effefl 
of  y^ur  own  underftanding  and  confcience.  The  honour  you 
have  acquired,  and  which  all  ages  allow  to  virtue,  is  the  firft 
recompence  you  defe rve ;  my  gratitude  and  elleem  have  anothec 
in  rcfcrvc  for  you." 

routed 


I 
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routed  and  difpcrfed;  and  Europe  waited  in  an-* 
xious  expectation  what  would  be  the  iffuc  of  this 
uncxpe6led  union :  yet  fuch  was  the  profound  fe-» 
crecy  with  which  the  partitioning  powers  pro- 
ceeded, that  for  fome  time  after  the  ratificatioil 
of  the  treaty,  only  vague  conjeftures  were  enterr 
tained  even  at  Warfaw  concerning  their  real  in-^ 
lentions ;  and  the  late  lord  Cathcart,  the  Englilh 
minifter  at  Peteriburgh,  was  able  to  obtain  no  au- 
thentic information  of  its  fignature,  until  two^ 
months  after  the  event  ♦. 

^  •  The  king  of  Pruflia'a  condufl  in  Poland  was  the  moft  tyran-' 
nical  that  can  be  conceived.  In  the  year  1771  his  troops  entered 
into  Great  Poland,  and  during  the  |pace  of  that  year  ne  carriea 
oif  from  that  province,  and  its  neighbourhood^  at  a  moderate 
computation,'  12,000  families.  On  the  29th  of  O^ober,  in  the 
fame  year,  he  publiflied  an  edift,  commanding  every  perfon,  un- 
der the  fevcreft  penalties,  and  even  corporal  junilhment,  to  taker 
in  payment  for  forage,  prov^^ons,  corn,  hor/es,  &c.  the  money 
offered  by  his  troops  and  c«;mmiflaries.  This  money  was  either 
iilver  bearing  the  impreflion  of  Poland,  and  exactly  wonh  one- 
third  of  its  nominal  value,  or  dueats  ftnick  in  imitation  of  Dutch- 
ducats,  feventeen  per  cent,  inferior  to  the  real  ducats  oi  Holland. 
"With  this  bafe  money  he  bought  up  corn  and  forage  enough, 
not  only  to  fupply  his  army  for  two  whole  years,  but  to  ftock  ma- 
gazines in  the  country  itfelf,  where  the  inhabitants  were  forced 
to  come  and  re-purchafe  corn  for  their  daily  fubfiltence  at  an  ad^ 
vanced  price,  and  with  good  money,  his  commilfaries  refuHng  to 
take  the  fame  coin  they  nad  paid.  At  the  lowefl  calculation  he 
cpined,  by  this  honed  manoeuvre,  feven  millions  of  dollars. 
Having  ftripped  the  country  of  money  and  provifions,  his  ^ext 
attempt  was  to  thin  it  ftill  more  of  its  inhabitants.  To  people  his 
own  dominions,  at  the  expence  of  Poland,  had  been  his  great 
aim*;  for  this  purpofe  he  hit  upon  a  new  contribution;  every 
town  and  village  was  obliged  to  iurnifii  a  certain  number  ot  mar- 
Tiage^ble  girls ;  the  parents  to  give  as  a  portion,  a  feather-bed* 
four  pillows,  a  cow,  two  bogs,  am!  three  ducats  in  gold.  Some 
were  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  carried  off  as  criminals.  His  ex- 
actions from  the  abbeys,  convents,  cathedrals,  and  nobles,  were 
fo  heavy,  and  exceeded,  at  laft,  their  abilities  fo  much,  that  the 
priefts  abandoned  their  churches,  and  the  nobles  their  lands. 
Thefe  exadlions  continued  with  unabated  rigour,  from  the  year 
1771,  to  the  time  the  treaty  of  partition  was  declared,  and  pof- 
feflion  taken  of  the  provinces  ufarped.  From  thefe  proceedings 
it  would  appear  that  his  Prufli^n  majefly  knew  of  no  rights  but  hit 
own  ;  no  pretenfions  but  thofe  of  the  houfe^of  Brandenburg ;  no 
ether  rule  of  judlce  but  his  own  pride  and  ambition. 

The 
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The  firft  formal  notification  of  any  prd:eniions 
to  the  PoUfli  territory  was  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember 177a,  announced  to  the  king  and  fenate 
alTemUed  at  Warfaw,  by  the  Imperial  ambaffa-* 
dor ;  which  was  foon  followed  by  the  memorials 
of  the  Ruffian  and  Pruffian  courts,  fpecifying 
their  refpe6live  claims.  It  would  be  tedious  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  the  pleas  urged  by  the  thuee 
powers  in  favour  of  their  feveral  demands;  it 
would  be  no  lefs  uninterefiing  to  lay  before  the 
reader,  the  anfwers  and  remonArances  of  tlw 
king  and  fenate,  as  well  as  the  appeals  to  the 
€>ther  ftates  which  had  guarantied  the  poffeiTions 
of  Poland  *.  The  courts  of  London,  Paris, 
Stockholm,  and  Copenhagen,  remonffarated  againfl: 

« 

*  The  note  which  the  minidnr  fcnt  the  aid  of  September  1771^ 
to  the  foreign  Amballadors  at  Warfaw,  was  as  follows : 

*  The  underwritten  jninifters  o(  his  majefty,  and  the  repHbrtc 
•f  Polaad,  having  fent  the  aotes  of  the  sSth  of  May«  the  19th 
of  June,  aad  iSthof  July*  of  this  year,  regarding  the  en terprAes 
of  the  oe^bouriog  powers  on  Poland  to  ,  cannot  help,  at 
they  tocreafe,  conimunicatiiig  likewife  the  declarations  of  the 
courts  of  Peterfbur^h  and  Berlin,  ient  to  the  underwritten  by 
their  refpe^tive  miniAcrs. 

*  The  king  is  perfuaded  that  are  well  acquainted  with  tfio 
ancient  and  peaceful  poflelfion  Poland  had  of  the  donuins  which 
the  neighbouring  powers  have  appropriated  to  themfelv^s,  and 
the  treaty  of  tills  republic  with  her  neighbours  being  inviolably 
obfcrved  on  her  part ;  it  may  be  remarked  in  thefe  very  dcclara« 
tions,  that  the  true  motive  for  the  difmembering  of  Poland  wat 
the  force  of  theie  powers,  and  that  the  confequences  to  the  other 
courts  which  might  be  forefeen,  would  refult  from  it  if  they  dif- 
fembled  any  longer  what  was  going  forward  in  Poland :  That 
thetvfore  his  majeffy  has  ordered  the  underwritten  to  communi- 
cate thr  aboveraentioned  declaration  to  them,  and  to  requeft  them 
infiantly  to  obtain  the  j^ood  offices  of  their  courts  to  hinder  the 
^ifmenibering  of  thtt  kingdom. 

<  Warikw. 

^  MroDsiEjowsKr, 
*  Bilhop  of  Pofnama,  Grand  Chancellor  of  Poland 
'The  Prince  Czartoryski, 
*  Grand  Chancellor  of  Lithuania. 

*  Jean  de  Borch, 

•  Chancellor  of  the  kingdom/ 

the 
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the  ufurpations ;  but  remonftrances  without,  al^ 
fiftance  could  be  of  no  efFedt.  Poland  fubmit-i 
ted  to  the  difmemberment,  not  without  the  moft 
violent  ftruggles  ;  aiid  now,  for  the  firft  time, 
felt  and  lamented  the  fatal  efFetls  o^  fadion  and 
difcord. 

A  diet  being  demanded  by  the  partitioning 
pbwers,  in  order  to  ratify  the  ceflion  of  the  pro- 
vinces, the  miniAry  of  Warfaw  delivered  to  the 
miniften^  of  thofe  powers  an  anfwer,  in  which 
they  faid ;  "  The  principles  of  condcfcenfion,  on 
vhich  the  king  of  Poland  and  his  fenate  find 
themfelves  obliged  to  regulate  their  condu6l  to- 
wards the  three  courts,  being  fufficiently  known 
by  a  minirterial  note  on  the  24th  of  December 
1772^  given  in  anfwer  to  *the  uniform  declara- 
tions of  the  three  courts  of  the  4th  of  the  fame 
.  month,  and  by  the  fadls  analagous,  which  have 
followed/ the  declarations  of  thefe  difpolitions,  the 
under  figncd  refer  to  it,  confining  themfelves  in 
the  prefent : 

*^  I  ft,  To  obfcrve  to  the  minifters  of  the  three 
courts,  that  the  harfhnefs  and  rigour  of  their 
.proceedings,  aggravated  ftill  more  by  the  ftyle  of 
the  cxpreffions,  and  the  tone  of  inculpation  and 
reproach  affected  in  the  abovementioncd  declara- 
tions, have  juflly  afliicled  the  fenfibility  of  the 
king  and  the  fcnatc,  are  equally  remote  from  the 
regard  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  king  and  the  re^ 
public,  and  the  refpeft  which  the  circumlpeft 
condudl  of  the  king  merited  on  their  part. 

"  2d,    The  undcr-ligncd  are  to  inform    the 
abovcmentioned   minifters,  that  the  king,  with, 
the  advice  of  the  fenate,  after  having  taken  inta 
confideration  the  fcrious  menaces  and  imminent 
dangers  which  have  been  announced  to  him  in 

caic 
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cafe  of  refufalj  has  yielded  to  the  defire  of  the 
three  courts,  and  has  appointed  in  confequence 
the  19th  of  April  for  the  epocha  of  the  diet 

*^  3d  and  laltly,  The  under-ligned  have  orders 
to  addrefe  to  the  fame  minifters  the  folemn  requi- 
iitions  that  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  his  fe- 
nate,  makes  to  the  three  allied  courts,  to  procure 
the  evacuation  of  their  troops  out  of  the  domains 
of  the  republic  before  the  holding  of  the  dietines 
ante  comitiales,  in  order  that  the  latter  and  the  diet 
may  proceed  with  full  liberty,  and  that  the  fenfo 
of  the  nation  may  explain  itfelf  without  con- 
ftraint  or  danger. 

^*  t)one  at  Watfaw,  Feb.  19^   ^7J2* 
(Signed) 

MiODZIEJOWSKI,  » 

fofhop  of  Pofnania,  Gre^t  Chancellor  of 
the  Crown, 

Michael  Prince  CiARxoRYSKi, 
Great  Chancellor  of  Lithuania, 
John  Borck, 
Chancellor  of  the 'Kingdom." 
The  diet  was  then,  after  fbme  delay,  convoked 
fcy  the  king  in  the  following  fummons  :  "  Since 
there  are  no  hopes  from  any  quarter,  and  any 
further  delays  will  only  tend  to  draw. down  the 
tooft  dreadful  calamities  upon  the  remainder  of 
tlie  dominions  which  are  left  to  the  republic  ;  the 
diet  is  convened  for  the  ipth  of  April  1773,  ac- 
cording to  tlfe  will  of  tne  three  courts :  never- 
thelefs,  in  order  to  avoid  all  caufe  of  reproach, 
the  king,  with  the  advice  of  the  fenate,  again  ap- 
peals to  the  guaranties  of  the  treaty  of  Oliva." 

The  diet  met  at  the  appointed  time ;  and  fuch 

was   the  fpirit   of  the  members,  that,    notwith- 

ftanding  the  deplorable  lituation  of  their  country, 

and  the  threats  and  bribes  of  the  three  powers,  the 

Z  partition* 
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partition-treaty  was  not  carried  through  withouf 
much  difRculty.  For  fome  time  the  majority  of 
the  nuntios  appeared  determined  to  oppofe  the 
difmcmbcrment ;  and  the  king  firmly  perfifted  in 
the  fame  refolution.  The  ambafladors  of  the 
three  courts  enforced  their  requifitions  by  the 
moll  alarming  menaces  ;  and  threatened  the  king 
with  dcpofition  and  imprifonment.  They  alfo 
gave  out  by  their  emiflaries,  that  in  cafe  the 
diet  continued  refractory  Warfaw  fhould  be  pil- 
laged. This  report  was  induftrioufly  circulated, 
and  made  a  fenfible  impreflion  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants. By  menaces  of  this  fort,  by  corrupting  the 
marfhal  of  the  diet,  who  was  accompanied  with 
a  Ruffian  guard ;  in  a  word,  by  bribes,  promifes,, 
and  threats,  the  members  of  the  diet  were  at 
length  prevailed  on  to  ratify  the  difmemberment. 
In  the  fenatc,  however,  of  upper  houfe,  there 
w^s  a  majority  of  only  fix ;  in  the  lower  houfe, 
or  alfembly  of  the  nuntios,  of  but  one  fingle 
vote  in  favour  of  the  meafure  *•  An  aft  was 
then  pafll'd  to  limit  the  feffions  to  the  term  of  a 
few  days,  and  delegates  were  appointed,  with  full 
powers  to  adjufl:,  in  concert  with  the  ambafla- 
dors, all  the  terms  of  the  difmemberment;.  The 
commiffioners,  or  delegates,  on  the  breaking  up 
of  the  diet  in  May,  immediately  entered  upon 
their  office ;  and,  by  the  month  of  September^ 
finally  concluded  the  treaty  of  partition  in  con- 
formity to  the  didtates  of  the  three  courts.  At 
this  juncture,  feveral  nobles  were  bold  enough 
to  ifl^ue  manifeftocs  and  remonftrances  in  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  againft  the  ceffion  of  the 
provinces,  and  to  reprobate  the  conduft  of  the 
partitioning   powers;    but   fuch    remonftrances 

•  By  54  againft  s> 

were 
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'wfere  totally  difregarded,  and  may  be  confidered 
'only  as  the  laft  convulfions  of  an  expiring  na- 
'ti6n. 

Of  the  difinembered  countries,  the  Ruffian 
province  is  the  largeft*,  the  Auftrian  the  moft 
populous  -|-,  and  the  Pruffian  the  moft  commer- 
tial :}:.  The  population  of  the  whole  amounts  to 
near  5,000,000  of  fouls;  the  firft  containing 
1,600^000,  the  fecond  2,500^000,  and  the  third 
860,000.  Weftcrn  Pruffia  was  the  greateft  lofs 
to  Poland,  as  by  the  difmembernient  of  that  pro- 
vince, the  navigation  of  the  Viflula  entirely  de- 
pends upon  the  king  of  Pruffia :  by  the  lofs  con- 
fequently  of  this  diflridV,  a  fatal  blow  was  given 
to  the  tirade  of  Poland ;  for  hi^  Pruffian  majefty 
has  laid  fuch  heavy  duties  upon  the  merchandife 

.  *  The  province  allotted  to  Ruflil  comprlTes  Polifti  Livonia  j 
that  part  of  the  palatinate  of  Polotik  which  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the 
Duna ;  the  palatinates  of  Vitepik,  Miciflaw  ;  and  two  fmall  por- 
tit)n8  to  the  norrh-caft  and  fouth-eaft  of  the  palatinate  of  Minfk : 
this  tni6t  of  land  (Polifh  Livonia  excepted^  i)  fituated  in  White 
Ruffia,  and  includes  at  lead  one  third  ot  Litnuania. 

The  Ruilian  limits  of  the  new  province  are  formed  by  the 
Duna,  from  its  mouth  to  above  Vitepflc;  frbiii  thence  by  a 
flraight  line  running  directly  fouth  to  the  iburceof  fhe  Drug  near 
ToUtzin ;  by  »be  Drug  to  its  junction  with  the  Dnieper  j  and 
laAty,  by  the  Dniepeir  to  the  ^joint  where  it  receives  the  Sotz. 
This  territory  is  now  divided  into  the  two  governments  of  ^lorfk 
and  Mohilof ;  its  population  amounts  to  about  1,600,000  fouU; 
its  productions  are  chiefly  grain  in  large  quanthics,  hemp,  flax^ 
and  paliure;  its  fureiis  furnifli  Kreattibundance  of  malts,  planks^ 
alfo  oak  for  (hip  building,  pitch  and  tar,  &c.  which  are  chiefly 
fent  down  the  Duna  to  Riea. 

t  The  diftrift  claimed  by  the  cmprefs  of  Gerftiany  in  her  ma- 
hifefto,  is  thus  defcribed  :  «<  Ail  that  traft  of  land  lying  on  the 
right  fide  of  the  Viftula  from  Silefia  above  Sandomir  to  the  mouth 
t>r  the  San,  and  from  thence  by  Franepole,  Zamoifc,  and  Rubief- 
fow,  to  the  Bog.  From  the  Bog  the  limits  are  carri^.  along  the 
frontiers  of  Red  RuiTia  to  Zabras  upon  the  borders  of  Volhynii 
and  Podolia  ;  and  from  Zabras  in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  Dnieper^ 
Where  it  receives  the  rivulet  Podhorts,  taking  in  a  fmall  flip  of 
Podolia  ;  and  laflly,  along  the  boundaries  feparating  Podolia  from 
Moldavia.** 

t  Polifh  or  Weftern  Prullia  and  fome  difttii^  bordering  upoA 
Brandenburgh. 

Z  a  pafling 
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paffing  to  Dantzic,  as  greatly  to  diminifh  tlie^ 
commerce  of  that  town,  and  to  transfer  a  confix 
derable  portion  of  it  to  Memel  and  KoningC- 
burgh. 

^though  the  limits  of  Poland  were  fettled  by 
fhe  treaty  of  partition,  yet  the  Auftriana  and 
Pruffians  continually  extended  their  frontiers: 
the  emperor  fcized  upon  Cafimir,  and  even  avow- 
ed an  intention  of  taking  poffeflion  of  Cracow' 
and  Kaminiec;  while  Frederick  alledged  thefe 
tifurpations  as  a  juflification  forlimilar  encroach- 
ments on  his  part ;  urging,  that  he  could  not, 
confiftent  with  his  gwq  fecurity,  fee  the  emperor 
ihcreafing  his  dominions  without  following  his 
example,  and  afluming  an  equivalent. 

Catharine  was  forced  for  a  time  to  connive  at 
thefe  encroachments;  but  no  fooner  was  peace 
eftablifhed  with  the  Turks,  and  the  rebellion  of 
iVigatcheiFcrufhed,  than  flie  immediately  turned 
her  whole  attention  to  Poland ;  and  it  was  owing 
to  her  fpirited  remonfirances,  that  both  Auftrians 
and  Prufiians  relinquifhed  their  ufurpations,  and 
confined  themfelves  to  the  limits  marked  by  the 
treaty  of  partition. 

The  partitioning  powers,  however,  did  lefs  in- 
jury to  the  republic  by  difmembering  its  faireft' 
provinces,  than  by  perpetuating  the  principles  of 
anarchy  and  cbnfuflon,  and  efiablifhing  on  a 
permanent  footing,  that  exorbitant  liberty  which 
is  the  parent  of  fadlion,  and  has  proved  the  de- 
cline of  the  republic.  Under  pretence  of  amend- 
ing the  conftitution,  they  confirmed  all  its  de- 
feats, and  took  effeAual  precautions  to  render 
this  unhappy  country  incapable  of  emerging  from 
its  deplorable  flate. 

The  delegates  who  ratified  the  treaty  of  par- 
tition, being  alfo  epipowered  by  the  diet  to  con- 
cert 
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.  cert  with  the  three  courts  any  alteration^  in  the 
conftitution  which  might  appear  beneficial  to  the 
kingdom,  continued  fitting  firom  May  1773  ^^ 
March  1775,  during  which  period  the  convoca^ 
tion  of  the  ordinary  diet  was  pofl:poned  until  the 
members  of  the  delegation  had  agreed  to  all  the 
innovations  propofcd  by  the  ambafladors,  and 
until  every  part  of  the  government  wiis  finally  ar- 
ranged. Notwithftanding  the  wretched  condition 
of  Poland,  and  the  refiftlefs  power  of  the  three 
courts,  yet  the  king  and  the  majority  of  the  de- 
legates long  with-held  their  confent  to  the  pro- 
pofed  alterations. 

Some  idea  of  theit"  ipirit  may  be  formed  from 
the  following  account  o£  one  of  the  meetings^ 
when  the  propofitions  relating  to  the  change  of 
government  were  firft  produced  in  September 
1773,  PrioP  to  the  appearance  of  the  three  am- 
bafiadors  in  the  aflembly,  much  was  faid,  and 
with  great  vehemence,  againft  the  projeftcd  inno- 
vations ;  many  reproaches  were  thrown  out 
againft  the  authors  of  that  plan,  for  facrificing 
the  public  advantage  to  their  private  ambition, 
rcfentment,  and  intercfts.  At  the  entrance  of  the 
three  ambafladors,  a  profound  filence  took  place 
for  fome  minutes,  until  the  fecretary  of  the  Ruf- 
fian embafly  began  to  read  the  plan  for  new-mo- 
delling the  conftitution ;  upon  which  a  general 
murmur  Ipread  thrpugh  the  whole  aflembly,  in- 
creafing,  as  he  proceeded,  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
almoft  to  drown  his  voice :  nor  was  it  without 
frequent  interruptions,  that  he  was  permitted  to 
ifinifli  its  recital.  He  had  fcarcely  concluded, 
when  the  whole  body  of  delegates  loudly  demandr- 
jbd  the  treaties  of  partition  and  alliance ;  the  am- 
J>affadors  anfwering,  that  many  points  could  not 
Z  3  be 
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be  adjufted  without  farther  inftru6lions  from  their 
tefpedlive  courts  ;  it  was  replied,  that  in  the  mean 
tiipe  they  might  introduce  the  treaty  of  commerce, 
which  they  were  authorifed  to  conclude.  At  all 
evexiis,  it  was  urged,  the  propofal  concerning 
the  change  of  government  was  premature;  arevo-. 
Jution  of  fuch  extreme  importance  dc  manded  the 
rnoA  deliberate  examination,  and  ought  not  to  be 
hurried  through,  as  if  it  was  a  circumftance  of 
no  concern  to  the  nation.  One  of  the  delegates, 
who  was  moft  violent  in  his  oppofitipn,  delivered 
his  fentiments  with  a  freedom  which  ailonifhed 
the  affembly  ;  and  when  the  ambaffadors,  who 
did  not  undcrftand  the  Polifh  idiom,  applied  to 
^  Caftellan  for  an  explanation  of  what  was  faid, 
tlie  latter  qxculed  himfelf,  under  pretence  of  npt 
being  qualified  for  the  office  of  interpreter,  as 
having  but  animperfedl  knowledge  of  the  French 
language.  When,  at  laft,  one  of  the  palatipes, 
who  was  of  the  ambaflador's  party,  acquainted 
them  with  the  contents  of  the  fpeech  ;  the  orator 
ventured  to  thank  him  for  explaining  the  purport 
of  his  harangue  in  fo  able  a  manner  ;  while  the 
praifes  which,  in  a^fine  tone  of  irony,  he  afFeded 
to  beftow  upon  the  palatine  for  his  readinefs  to 
oblige,  as  well  as  for  his  independent  fpirit,  oc-^ 
cafioned  much  mirth  in  the  affembly.  The  unr 
difguifed  approbation  given  by  the  greateft  part 
of  the  members  to  this  orator,  convinced  the  am- 
baffadors tliat  this  was  no  time  to  obtrude  their 
refolutions  upon  the  delegates :  Jthey  accordingly 
broke  up  the  meeting,  and  poftponed  the  bufincfs 
to  a  future  opportunity.  The  next  feffion,  how- 
ever, was  not  more  favourable  to  their  wiflies, 
nor  did  the  patriotic  zeal  of  the  delegates  feem  tq 
abate.    Their  oppofition  indeed  to  this  meafure 
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continued  fo  violent,  that  more  than  a  year  elap- 
fed  before  the  airibaffadors  were  able,  by  the  in- 
fluence of  threats,  briber}',  and  promifes,  to  ob- 
tain a  majority ;  and  before  the  delegates,  terri- 
fied or  feduced  into  compliance,  formally  acceded 
to  the  change  of  government.  This  irtaportant 
•  point  being  obtained,  the  delegation  was  diflblv- 
ed  on  the  13th  of  April  1775,  and  all  the  articles 
were  confirmed  by  the  general  diet. 
*  The  following  note,  delivered  by  the  three  am- 
baffadors  to  the  delegates  on' the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber 1773,  will  give  the  beft  general  idea  of  the 
changes  made*in  the  confiitution  :  "  The  courts 
are  fo  interefted  in  the  pacification  of  Poland, 
that,  while  the  treaties  are  getting  ready  to  be 
figned  and  ratified,  the  minifters  cannot  lofe  any 
of  that  valuable  time,  fo  neceflary  for  the  re-r 
eftablifhment  of  order,  and  the  tranquillity  of  this 
kingdom.  We  now,  therefore,  deliver  to  the 
delegation  a  part  of  thofe  cardinal  laws,  to  the 
ratification  of  which  our  courts  will  not  fufFer 
any  contradiftion. 

I.  "  The  crown  of  Poland  Ihall  be  for  ever 
cleftive,  and  all  order  of  fucceffion  profcribed : 
any  perfon  who  Ihall  endeavour  to  break  this. 
law,  (hall  be  declared  an  enemy  to  his  country, 
and  liable  to  be  punifhed  accordingly. 

II.  *^  Foreign  candidates  to  the  throne,  being 
the  frequent  caufe  of  troubles  and  divifions,  fliall 
be  excluded ;  and  it  fhall  be  enabled,  that,  for  • 
the  future,  no  perfon  can  be  chofen  king  of  Po- 
land, and  great  duke  of  Lithuania,  excepting  a 
native  Pole,  of  noble'  *  origin,  and  pofleffing 
land  within  the  kingdom.     The  fon,  or  grandfon, 

*  That  is,  any  gentleman. 
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of  a  king  of  Poland,  cannot  be  elefted  imme- 
diately upon  the  death  of  their  father  or  grand- 
father ;  nor  fliall  he  be  eligible,  tilfafter  an  interval 
of  two  reigns. 

III.  ^^  The  government  of  Poland  fhall  be  for 
ever  free,  independent,  and  of  a  republican  form. 

IV.  "  The  true  principle  of  the  faid  govern- 
ment conlifting  in  the  ftri61:  execution  of  its  laws, 
and  the  equilibrium  of  the  three  cftates,  namely, 
the  king,  the  fenate,  and  the  cqueilriai)  order;  a 
permanent  council  lliall  be  eftablifhed,  in  which 
the  executive  power  fliall  be  vefted.  In  this 
council  the  equcilrian  order,  hitherto  excluded 
from  the  adminiftration  of  affairs  in  the  intervals 
of  the  diets,  fliall  be  admitted  ;  as  fliall  be  more 
clearly  laid  down  in  the  future  arrangements." 

By  the  firil  of  thefe  arrangements  the  houfe  of 
Saxony,  and  all  foreign  princes  who  might  be 
likely  to  give  weight  to  Poland  by  their  heredi- 
tary dominions,  were  rendered  Incapable  of  fill- 
ing the  throne.  By  the  fecond, '  the  exclufion  of 
a  king's  fon  or  grandfon,  excepting  after  an  inter- 
val of  two  reigns,  removed  the.  fainteft  profpeft 
of  an  hereditary  fovereignty  ;  and  entailed  upon 
the  kingdom  all  the  evils  infcparable  from  that 
moft  wretched  form  of  government,  an  eledlive 
monarchy.  By  the  third  article,  the  liberum  veto^ 
and  all  the  exorbitant  privileges  of  the  equcftrian 
order,  were  confirmed  in  their  utmofl:  latitude; 
and  by  the  laft,  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
before  too  greatly  reduced,  were  fl:ill  farther  di- 
miniflied. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  mention  the  fate  of 
the  diflidents.  Their  pretenfions  were  finally 
fettled  between  the  republic  and  the  mediating 
powers,  at  the  laft  n^ecting  of  the  delegates.    The 
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catholic  party  oppofed  in  fo  violent  a  manner  the 
reftoration  of  their  ancient  privileges,  that,  by 
tlie  confcnt  of  the  foreign  courts,  they  continue* 
excluded  from  the  diet,  the  fenate,  and  the  per- 
manent council.  In  return,  however,  the  difli- 
dents  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion ;  are 
permitted  to  have  churches  without  bells ;  fchools 
and  ferainaries  of  their  own ;  they  are  capable  of 
fitting  in  the  inferior  courts  of  juftice  ;  and  in 
the  tribunal  appointed  to  receive  appeals  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  three  of  their  communion  are 
admitted  as  affeflbrs.  In  confequencc  of  this  to- 
leration, the  diffidents  have  conftrudteji  churches 
in  different  parts  of  tlie  kingdom. 

A  kind  of  pacification  now  took  place  in  Po- 
land, which  continued  with  little  interruption  till 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1788,  when  a  concert  be- 
tween Ruflia  and  Auflria,  prejudicial  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  this  unhappy  kingdom,  was  betrayed  by 
the  following  letter,  which  was  delivered  by  M. 
de  Cachet,  charge  des  affaires  from  the  emperor  at 
the  court  of  Poland,  prefented  and  read  to  the 
permanent  council  at  Warfaw,  the  i6th  of  Janu- 
ary. 

'^  As  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  may  poflibly 
render  neceflary,  in  a  fhort  time,  a  paflTage  to  the 
troops  of  his  imperial  majefty  through  tlie  territory 
of  the  republic  of  Poland,  in  order  to  open  a  com- 
munication with  thofc  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia 
which  are  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  underligned 
has  received  orders  from  his  court  to  acquaint  his 
majefly  the  king  of  Poland,  and  his  council,  in- 
^rrning  them,  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  royal 
and  imperial  mafler,  confiding  in  the  fricndfhip 
find  harmony  which  reign  between  the  two  flates, 
has  po  doubt  but  his  majefty  and  his  permanent 
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council  will  confent  to  the  paflage  demanded, 
efpccially  when  they  are  informed  that  no  violence  ^ 
or  infult  will  be  offered  to  the  inhabitants  ;  that 
they  will  receive  no  injury  whatever;  and  that 
whatever  they  may  furnifh  to  the  imperial  troops, 
'will  be  paid  for  in  ready  money. 

"  The  underfigned  has  the  honour  to  requeft  the 
grand  chancellor,  as  prefident  of  the  department 
for  foreign  affairs,  to  communicate  this  requifition 
to  the  council  permanent  without  delay,  and  to 
Require  an  immediate  anfwer. 

(Signed)         -  De  Cachet.'* 
Warfaw, 
Jan,  12,  1788. 

Th.e  anfwer  to  this  letter  ftated  in  fubffanre, 

**  That  the  king  had  not  the  power  to  confent 
to  the  pj^flage  demanded  for  the  irnperial  troops ; 
that  it  was  a  queftiqn  on  which  the  diet  alone 
could  decide  ; — and  as  to  the  conclufion  of  the 
note  of  Monf.  de  Cachet,  he  was  informed,  that 
Poland  could  furnifh  neither  corn  nor  forage ;  and 
it  was  hoped,  that  the  emperor  would  find  another 
paflage/' 

It  is  ftrange  to  relate  that  no  injurious  confe- 
quences  immediately  refulted  from  this  application 
and  refufal ;  but  that  on  the  contrary  the  emprefe 
and  the  Pruflian  monarch  feemed  to  have  fepa- 
rately  taken  an  extraordinary  intereft  in  the  wel- 
fare of  Poland.  The  following  declaration  was  in 
Oftober  of  the  fame  year  delivered  to  the  ftates  of  . 
Poland  by  M.  Buckholz,  the  Pruffian  minifler  at 
W^rfaw : 

"It  was  towards  the  end  of  AugufV  that  the 
Ipount  de  Stackelberg,  ambafTador  from  Ruffia, 
^eclated  officially  to  the  underfigned, '  that  her 
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piajefty  the  emprefs  had  refolved  to  make  an  alli- 
ance with  the  king  and  the  republic  of  Poland  at 
the  next  diet ;  the  fole  defign  of  which  was,  for 
the  prefervation  of  Poland  entire,  and  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  ftate  againfl  the  common  enemy. 

"  After  the  underfigned  had  informed  the  king 
his  mailer  thereof,  he  declared,  in  confequence  of  his 
orders,  to  the  Count  dc  Stackclberg,  that  although 
his  majcfty  was  llrongly  fenfible  of  this  open  inti- 
mation, he  \vould  not  however  diflemble,  that  he 
could  not  fee  any  necefRty  for  making  fuch  an  al- 
liance, in  addition  to  the  treaties  which  were  al- 
ready fubfifling  on  all  fides ;  that  if,  however, 
they  judged  a  new  alliance  neceflary  to  Poland, 
his  majefty  at  the  fame  time  propofed  to  renew  the 
treaties  which  have  for  a  long  time  fubfifled 
between  Pruffia  and  Poland,  as  his  majefty  did 
pot  take  a  lefs  part  in  the  prefervation  of  this 
neighbouring  ftate  than  any  other  power. 

"  The  underfigned  accompanied  this anfwer  with 
many  Qthcr  reafons,  which  Ihewcd  the  inutility, 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  dangerous  confequences 
that  would  refult  from  fuch  an  alliance,  conclu- 
ded, according  to  the  double  defign  mentioned, 
between  Ruflia  and  Poland- 

**  The  Baron  de  Keller,  minifter  from  the  king 
to  PetcrflDurgh,  was  ordered  immediately  to  make 
to  the  imperial  court  the  fame  declaration  and  re- 
prefentations.  However,  as  the  king  has  learnt  with 
iurprife  that  the  plan  of  this  alliance  had  been  al- 
ready communicated  and  negociated  in  Poland, 
and  as  it  is  polfible  i\  may  be  taken  up  i)y  the  diet, 
Jiis  majefty  thinks  it  a  duty  to  make  known  his 
intentions  in  regard  to  an  bbjett  fo  important,  as 
well  for  him  as  for  Poland,  by  the  following  decla- 
fation: 

*'If 
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*^  If  the  projected  alliance  between  Riiflia  and 
Poland  has  for  its  firfl  object  the  confervation  of  the 
flates  of  Poland,  the  king  does  not  fee  the  necef- 
lity  or  utility  of  it,  becaufe  the  fafety  of  PoTand  is 
fuificiently  guaranteed  by  the  laft  treaties.  It' 
cannot  be  fuppofed  that  her  majefly  the  emprcfe 
of  Ruflia,  or  her  ally  the  emperor  of  Germany, 
would  infringe  theirs.  It  mull  then  be  fuppofocl 
the  king  has  fuch  a  defign;  and,  in  confequencc, 
this  alliance  is  diredled  againft  him. 

**  Thus  the  king  cannot  but  obje6l  and  protefl 
folemnly  againft  the  faid  alliance,  as  tending  to 
break  the  good  harmony  cftablirtied  between 
Pruflia  and  Poland  by  the  moft  folemn  treaties, 

"  If,  in  the  fecond  place,  this  alliance  is  directed 
againft  the  common  enemy,  and  if  under  lliis  qua- 
lification is  included  the  Ottoman  Porte ;  the  king, 
out  of  friendlhip  for  the  republic  of  Poland,  can-f 
not  but  reprefent  that  the  Porte  having  always  re- 
ligioufly  obfervcil  the  peace  of  Carlo witz,  anci 
'  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  prcfcnt  war 
carefully  avoided  the  ftates  af  the  republic, 
there  will  infallibly  refult  the  moft  dangcroXis 
confequences,  as  well  for  the  ftates  of  the  re- 
public, as  for  thofe  of  his  Pruifian  majefty  which 
nre  neighbouring,  if  Poland  contracts  alliances 
that  authorife  the  Porte  to  lee  an  enemy  in  Po- 
land. Every  loyal  and  enlightened  citizen  of  Po- 
land will  fee  at  once  how  difficult  and  impoffible 
it  will  be  to  defend  his  country  againft  an  enemy 
fo  near,  fo  formidable,  and  lb  unruly. 

"  The  khig cannot  then  be  indifferent  to  tlie  proT 
je6t  of  an  alliance,  whicli  menaces  not  only  the 
greatcft  danger  towards  the  republic,  but  to  his 
own  ftates,  and  which  will  infallibly  extend  fur- 
ther tlie  flames  of  war,  already  too  general* 

4  "  The 
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*^  The  king  finds  nothing  to  ohjedt  againft  the  re- 
public of  Poland's  augmenting  its  army,  and  put-^ 
ting  its  forces  in  arefpeftable  Itatc.  But  he  leaves 
to  the  conlideration  of  the  good  citizens  of  Poland, 
if,  in  each  augrhentation  of  the  army  of  Poland^ 
a  power  is  not  given  to  engage  the  republic  in  a 
war  which  is  abfolutely  foreign  to  it,  and  confe- 
quently  leading  to  grievous  confcqucnces.  The 
king  is  flattered,  that  his  majefly  the  king  of  Po- 
land, and  the  llatcs  of  the  ferene  tepublic  aflem- 
bled  in  the  prefcnt  diet,  will  take  into  mature  de- 
liberation all  that  4iis  majefly  now  reprefents,  in 
the  way  and  through  motives  of  the  mod  fincere 
friendfhip,  and  for  the  true  welfare  and  common 
intereft  of  the  two  flates,  fo  clofely  united  by 
the  indifToluble  ties  of  a  perpetual  alliance. 

'^  His  majefly  alfo  hopes  that  her  majelly  the 
emprefs  of  Ruma  wdll  not  refufc  her  approbation 
to  motives  fo  jufl,  and  fo  conformable  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Polifh  nation;  and  he  expedls 
alfo  with  confidence  from  one  part  and  the  other 
that  they  defifl  from  the  projeft  of  an  alliance 
fo  little  ncceffary,  but  always  fo  dangerous  for 
Poland.  It  is  in  this  hope  that  his  majefly  in- 
vites all  the  true  patriots  and  good  citizens  of 
Poland  to  unite  with  him,  to  prevent,  by  their 
«nion  and  wife  mcafures,  the  imminent  danger 
with  which  their  country  is  menaced  :  and  they 
may  depend  that  his  majefly  will  grant  them 
the  nccefTary  afliftance,  and  the  moft  powerful 
fuccours,  for  maintaining  the  independence,  li- 
berty, and  fecurity  of  Poland. 

Given  at  Warfaw,  the  12th  of  Oclober  1788. 
Louis  de  Bvckholz.'* 
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Jnfwerofthe  Ditt  at  JVarfatv  to  the  KingofFruffiak 
Declaration. 

"  Thcj  underfigned,  by  the  exprefs  orders  of  thd 
King  and  the  confederated  States  of  the  dietj 
have  the  honour  to  tranflnit  to  M.  de  Buckholz 
the  following  anfwer :        ^ 

"  The  reading  of  the  faid  declaration  of  hk 
Pruffian  majefty,  in  a  full  council  on  the  13th, 
has  impreffed  the  States  afleinbled  with  a  lively 
fenfe  of  the  generous  manner  in  which  the  king 
has  adled  as  a  friend  and  neighbour,  ^in  afluring 
to  Poland  the  fafety  of  its  poffeflions. 

"  The  projeft  of  an  alliance  between  Rufliaand 
Poland,  not  having  been  pfopofed  either  to  the 
permanent  council,  or  to  the  diet  when,  free, 
and  afterwards  confederated,  is  not  therefore  an 
object  of  the  a6l  of  Union,  which  leads  the  bu- 
fincfs  of  the  Diet,  conformable  to  the  general 
tvill  of  the  nilion;  and  the  propofitions  coming 
from  the  throne  refpedHng  the  augmentation  of' 
impofis,  and  the  military  of  the  republic,  are 
not  in  the  fyftem  of  an  ofFenlive  force,  but 
folely  "for  defending  and  preferring  its  poflef- 
fions  and  its  free  government. 

"  If,  in  the  already-determined  proceedings,  the 
States  aflcmbled  receive  a  propolition  and  a  pro-* 
je6l  of  an  alliance,  the  republic,  being  held 
by  the  fame  nature  of  a  diet,  in  fo  public  a  ftep 
will  never  veil  its  proceedings,  but  a<5t  confor** 
mable  to  the  independence  of  its  fovercignty,  to 
the  rules  of  prudence,  to  the  facred  principled 
of  public  faith,  and  to  the  deference  due  to  the 
friendlv  fentimeats  of  his  majefty  the  king  o£ 
Pruffia". 

•'  The 
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«  The  GENERAL  Will,  ever  right  and  ever  pub- 
lic, forming  the  fpirit  of  the  deliberations  of 
the  prefent  diet,  the  States  affembled  unani- 
moufly  feek  to  fix  in  the  opinion  of  his  Pruffian 
majefty  an  advantageous  idea  of  their  under- 
ilandings  and  their  patriotiibi. 

(Signed) 

Stanislaus  Nalzez  Malachowskt, 
Referendary  of  the  Crown,  Marfhal  of  the 
Diet,  and  of  the  Confederation  of   the 
Crown. 

(Signed) 

Casimir  Prince  Sapieha, 
General  of  Artillery  of  Lithuania,  Marfhal 
of  the  Confederation  of  the  Grand  Duchy 
of  Lithuania." 
Warfaw, 
Odober  20,  1788. 

Thefe  declarations  were  Immediately  followed 
by  another  from  the  Ruffian  ambalTador,  in 
thefe  words : 

^^  The  ambaffador  extraordinary  of  her  ma* 
jefty  the  eraprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  has  hitherto 
obferved  the  moft  profound  filence,  and  has  not 
made  the  leafl:  rcprefentation  againft  any  of  the 
refolutions  of  the  Illuftrious  States  aflembled, 
although  they  have  already  infringed  the  confti- 
tution  agreed  on  between  the  three  courts  in 
177b,  without,  however,  offering  any  dire  A  aty- 
tack  on  the  z&  of  guarantee  of  1775.  The  or- 
ders of  the  empreis  ha^ang  always  contained  evi- 
dent proofs  of  her  amicable  intentions  towards 
the  Polilh  nation,  the  underfigned  wifhed  never 
to  fee  himfelf  reduced  to  the  dilkgfecitblc  nccef- 
2,  iity 
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fity  of  protefting  againft  any  attempt  to  alter 'the 
form  of  government  folemnly  confirmed  by  the 
treaty  of  the  a6t  of  guarantee  in  1775-  Yet, 
neverthelefs,  an  attempt  of  this  nature  being 
contained  in  many  of  the  projects,  which  have  a 
defign  to  eftabliih  a  permanent  diet,  and  to  fub- 
vert  alfo  all  the  form  of  government,  the  un- 
derligned  is  under  the  neCeffity  of  declaring,  in 
the  name  of  her  Imperial  Majefty,  that,  al- 
though it  will  not  be  without  regret  that  Ihe 
withdraws  from  the  king  and  the  illuftrious  re- 
pubHc  the  friendlhip  which  Ihe  has  avowed,  Ihe 
will  be  forced  to  confider  as  an  infraAion  of  the 
treaty  the  leaft  change  in  the  conflitvition  of 

^775- 

Stackelberg." 

Warlaw, 
Nov.  5,   1788. 

It  was  propofed  in  the  diet,  aifter  reading  the 
above,  to  draw  out  a  declaration  to  fend  to  the 
Ruffian  ambaflador,  demanding  that  all  the  Ruf- 
jSan  troops  flipuld  immediately,  without  delky, 
evacuate  Poland,  and  that  none  Ihould  after-' 
^  wards  be  permitted  to  enter  there.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  cc^y  of  the  note  which  the  States  orderecf 
the  marlhals  of  the  confederation  to  prefent  to- 
his  excellency  count  Stackelberg : 

''  The  underwritten,  by  order  of  the  Serene 
States  aflembled,  have  the  honour  to  remit  the 
prefent  note  to  his  excellency  count  Stackelberg, 
ambaflador  from  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  all 
the  Ruffias,  and  to  befeech  her  to  give  a  frefh 
proof  of  the  regard  Ihe  has  always  expreflbd 
for  the  welfare  of  this  country,  by  ordering  her 
troops  to  evacuate  it. 

*<  The  faid  Serene  States  flatter  themfclves  that 
kcr  Imperial  Majefty  will^  with  her  ufual  good- 

neis,' 
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nefs,  agree  with  them,  and  think  that  fo  great 
an  army,  however  well  diicipUned  it  may  be, 
muft  be  burdenfome  to  the  country,  and  that 
its  flay  may  befidc  furnifli  the  Ottoman  court 
with  a  plaufible  pretext  for  cauUng  their  troop» 
to  enter  likewife,  and  even  for  making  this 
country  the  theatre  of  war,  which  muft  inevita- 
bly be  the  ruin  of  it. 

"  The  well-known  magnanimity  of  her  Im^ . 
periai  Majefty  will  make  her  with  pleafure  feize 
this  opportunity  of  proving  to  the  Poliih  nation, 
that  thofe  who  have  retourfe  to  her  juftice  are 
fure  to  be  fuccefsful.  She  will  thereby  be  fure  to 
acquire  the  gratitude  of  all  the  nation,  whofe 
fentimcnts  of  venefatiOB^-are  already  known  to 
her." 

The.  meeting  of  the  5th  was  opened  by  the 
inarflial  of  the  diet  for  tlic  crown  returning  hig 
majefty  thanks  for  the  fatigues  he  had  borne  in 
the  lafl  fedions  ;  and  he  afterwards  propofed 
fettling  what  powers  the  commiffion  of  war  were 
to  have. 

The  prince  Ciartorifki  demanded  of  the  mar- 
(hal  what  anfwer  the  Ruffian  ambaffador  had 
made  to  the  requifition  of  the  diet  for  the  troops 
evacuating  Poland;  as  well  as  on  the  fubjedl  of 
their  being  refuled  winter  quarters  on  its  territory. 
The  marfhal  replicdi  that  he  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived any  a,nfwer. 

The  note  prefented  to  the  diet  by  the  Ruf- 
liail  ambaifador,  and  the  king's  fpeech  upon 
the  occaiion,  created  fuch  a  leniation  in  the  minds 
of  the  public,  that  foon  after  the  king  had  put 
an  end  to  the  fedions,  which  he  did  vvith  two 
words,  he  received  a  deputation  from  the  mem- 
bers, with  the  following  queftion — ^Whether  his 
majefly  would  adliere  to  them,  or  remain  united 

A  a  -to 
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to  the  Ruffian  party?  in  which  laft  cafe  they 
were  tcfolvcd  to  give  him  up  entirely.  The 
king  replied — That  he  would  anfwer  this  pro- 
pofti  between  the  8th  and  loth  of  November, 
but  requefted  them,  at  the  fame  time^  to  reflcft 
well  upon  what  they  were  about. 

By  his  majefty's  anfwer  to  a  fccond  deputation 
fent  to  him,  he  allayed  the  ferment  that  was  be- 
ginning to  agitate  the  diet.  In  a  conciliatory 
lj)eech,  he  gave  hopes  that,  if  every  one  went 
hatiid  in  hand,  the  king  with  the  nation,  and  the 
nation  with  the  king,  every  thing  would  have  a 
Ilappy  termination. 

The  affairs  of  Poland  now  hecamt  a  promi- 
nent objedl  in  the  ftate  of  Europe,  and  fore- 
boded a  conliderable  change  in  the  Ivflem  of 
northern  politics.  The  inflexibility  of  his  Pruf- 
fian  majefty  was  declared  by  a  note  delivered' 
by  his  ambsrflador  to  the  diet  at  Warfaw,  and 
Head  at  their  20th  meeting,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy : 

^'  The  underfigned  envoy  extraordinary  of  hi^ 
Pifuflian  majefty,  having  fent  the  king,  his  maf- 
ter,  the  anfwer  which  his  majcfty  the  king  of 
Poland,  and  ^the  confederated  Hates  of  the  diet, 
conununicated  on  the  20th  of  Oftober,  in  the 
declaration  of  the  i  ath  of  the  lame  month,  he 
has  given  hkn  exprefs  orders  to  teftify  to  the  illuf- 
triou»  ftates  of  the  diet  of  Poland  the  ftrong 
fatisfaciion  which  his  majcfty  feels  in  obferving 
by  this  anfwer,  that  they  fccond  his  favourable 
ientiments  for  maintaining  the  privileges  of  the 
republic,  and  which  alfo  aflures  him  that  the 
project  of  an  alliance  between  Ruflia  and  Po* 
land  (which  his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  and 
his  minifier  at  the  court,  had  made  a  propofition 
of)  had  not  bfccn  in  any  manner  an  a6t  of  the 
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prcfeiit  Confederated  dietj  who  were  iblely  ot- 
cupied  In  the  augmentation  of  the  army  and  re^ 
venues  of  the  flate. 

^^  At  the  fame  time  that  tlic  king  finds  in  this 
anfwer  an  agreeable  and  convincing  proof  of  the 
wifilom  which  diredls  all  the  refolutions  of  the 
prefent  diet^  he  learns  with  an  cc|ual  fatisfadHoh^ 
that  the  illuArious  ftates,  faithful  to  their  confli* 
tution,  have,  by  a  public  fandlion^  and  invefted 
with  all  conflitutional  formalities^  regulated  the 
command  of  their  military  force  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner  as  to  affure  to  the  republic  its  independence^ 
and  remove  from  it  the  poffibility  of  abufe  of 
power,  of  dcfpotifm^  and  of  all  foreign  influ- 
ence, which  every  other  regulation  made  it  fuf- 
ceptible  of. 

"  His  majefty  thought  Wttifelf  feciirc  ifl  the 
known  prudence  and  firmnefs  of  the  ftates  of 
the  diet,  who  would  never  permit  any  thing  to 
{ireveni  a  regulation  which  does  {6  much  honour 
to  their  wife  foreiight;  by  the  conlideration  of  ti 
particular  guarantee  to  the  former  conilitution^ 
as  if  the  rroublic  Ihould  not  have  po^er  to 
amend  the  toifm  of  its  government  in  the  ilew 
lituation  of  its  circumflanceis  in  which  it  abfo<» 
lutely  is  at  prefent^  a  guarantee  which  is  not 
conformable  to  the  treaty  of  1773,  on. which 
only  the  guarantees  are  founded,  and  which  wad 
figned  in  the  diet  of  1775  by  one  power  only, 
who  co^itradidled  it  foon  after. 

"  The  king  continues  firmly  refolved  to  fdfiil  hi* 
promifcs  towards  the  illuftrious  republic,  of  an 
alliance  and  general  guarantee,  e^^iaUy  to  fe* 
cure  its  independence,  without  ever  intermed- 
dling in  its  interior  affairs,  of  wifhing  to  trouble 
the  freedom  of  its  deliberatioxii  and  refelutions, 
A  a  a  which 
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which  on  the  contrary  he  will  fupport  with  all  hit 
efforts. 

"  His  majefly  is  flattered  that  the  illuftrious 
Aates  of  tlie  prelent  diet  are  convinced  of  the 
uprightnefs  and  purity  of  thefe  affurances,  and 
of  his  friendly  fentiments  for  the  republic,  with- 
out fufFcring  any  finifVcr  infinuations  to  prevail 
ijpon  them,  by  thofe  who  only  feek  fo  propagatcr 
a  fpirit  of  party  under  the  cloak  of  patriotiim,. 
and  who,  in  reality,  have  na  other  defign  than 
to  take  off  the  republic  from  the  court  of  Pruf- 
fia,  its  moA  ancient  ally. 

•*  The  king,  by  his  declaration  of  the  lath  of 
Odobcr,  and  by  the  prefen*,  which  has  been 
tranfinitted  to  the  Ruffian  minifier  at  Berlin ,. 
eould  not  think  of  expreffing  in  an  equivocal 
manner  his  ientiiaents  for  the  &fety  and  welfare 
of  the  republic,  from  which  no  canfidearation: 
whatever  Ihall  divert  him, 

*^  His  ms^efiy  hopes  alfo  Aat  the  confederated 
fiates  of  the  republic  will  give  to  this  new  de- 
claration ali  the  attention  ancf  coniideratio» 
which  it  merits,  from  the  pureft  and  moil  fin-' 
cere  fentiments  ef  friendihip  and  good  neigh- 
fiourhood,  and  from  their  unequivocal  wifhes  for 
the  profperity  of  the  repubfic. 

'    LotJIS  PB  BuGKHaLZ." 

Warfiiw, 
Nov.  191,  1788*. 

Afler  reading  the  above,  die  debate  grew  mofe; 
violent  than  ever;  but  in  the  end  tiie  Pniffian* 
party  ^evailed,  and  the  flales,  in  reply  to  the 
king's  laft  declaration,  declared,  "  That  if  their 
paft  refolutions  ^n*  deciding  for  a  fepaxate  com* 
nuilion  of  the  wet  departinent,  had  met  with 
the  g«od  wishes  of  the  kkig  of  Prufl[ia,  they 
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hoped  their  fubfequent  deliberations  on  the  {ame 
fubjedl  would  infure  them  in  future.  It  was  by 
luch  a  conduit  that  the  republic  wifliqd  to  affure 
the  king  how  much  they  cfteemed  his  good  wiilies 
and  approbation^  as  wellas  to  eftablilh  the  (afety  of 
the  republic,  which,  his  majefty  fo  kindly  faid, 
was  fuperior  to  other  important  confiderations. 
The  king  of  Pruffia  having  declared  himfelf 
ready  to  fulfil  his  engagements  of  alliance  and 
guarantee  with  the  flates,  the  nation  accepted  it 
with  a  reciprocal  defire  and  gratitude.  His  ma- 
jefty, in  offering  fuch  generous  and  friendly 
terms,  had  efiablifhed  for  ever  that  high  opinion 
which  the  Polifh  nation  entertained  of  his  mag^ 
nanimity  and  character." 

From  this  anfwer,  which  was  dated  at  War- 
faw,  Dec.  8,  1788,  it  appears  how  dependent 
the  ftates  of  Poland  were  become  on  the  plealure 
of  the  king  of  Pruffia. 

The  fuccefs,  indeed^  at  this  timWbf  the  Imperial. 
army  of  Rviffia  and  Auftriaagainfl  theTurksmade 
the  Poles  feel  more  fenfibly  than  ever  the  weak- 
nefs  of  her  government,  and  forefeeing  the  dan- 
ger of  her  fituation,  from  the  conquefts  of  RuC- 
*  lia  on  tljc  one  fide,  and  tlie  increafing  power  of 
Auilria  on  the  other,  fhe  wifely  threw  herfelf 
into  the  arms  of  Pruffia,  as  the  only  power  ca- 
pable of  affording  her  protection. 

His  Pruffian  majefty,  fenfible  of  the  value  of 
fuch  an  acceffion  of  ftrength  thrown  into  the 
■  oppofite  feale-,  received  the  republic  with  open 
arms;  and  endeavoured,  by  every  poffible  means, 
to  re-animate  that  once  brave  people,  and  to  in- 
fpire  them,  not  with  the  love  of  conqueft,  but 
with  the  pride  of  felf-defepce. 

When  the  count  de  Woyna,  envoy  from  the 

king  and  republic  of  Poland  at  Vienna,  officially 
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ratified  to  the  Imperial  court  the  alliance  conr 
eluded  between  Pruffia  and  Poland,  and  cx-^ 
preffed  his  hope  that  the  emperor,  as  a  good 
neighbour,  would  view  the  mcafure  in  a  friendly 
light ;  he  at  the  lame  time  obferved,  that  the  rcr 
public  faw  with  concern  that,  notwithflanding 
the  tranquillity  which  reigned  in  the  two  rcfpec- 
tfve  ftates,  the  Imperial  court  was  aflembling  a 
very  conlidcrable  force  in  Gallicia ;  and  that  he 
was  inftru(ftcd  to  rcqviire  fome  explanation  on 
that  head. 

The  anfwer  given  fome  time  after  by  th^ 
PrinoB  de  Kaunitz  was,  ^^  that  the  emperor  felt 
as  a  friend  and  good  neighbour  ought  to  feel,  in 
hearing  of  the  accomplifhment  of  the  wifh^s  of 
the  republic;  and  that  he  mqfi  certainly  would  not 
be  the  firji  to  take  any  Jiep  that  might  difturb  or  im- 
fair  the  friendpip  that  fubjifted  between  him  and  the 
republic  \  that  with  regard  to  the  troops  which  he 
was  aflembling  on  the  frontier  of  Poland,  his 
majefty  had  given  the  moft  pofitive  orders  that 
they  Ihould  fcrupuloufly  refpedk  the  territory  of' 
the  republic  j  but  that  he  had,  at  the  fame  time, 
given  them  no  lefs  pofitive  orders  to  cover  tlie 
frontiers  of  Gallicia,  and  guard  it  againfl  any 
unexpefted  attack,'- 

The  aflurancc  thus  given  by  the  wary  and  ve- 
nerable Kaunitz,  it  was  thought,  might  with  the 
greater  confidence  be  relied  on,  as  tlie  emperor 
was  in  no  condition  to  encounter  with  the  united 
force  of  Pruffia  and  Poland,  in  addition  to  the 
whole  force  of  the  Otton^an  empire,  though  fup- 
ported  by  her  Imperial  majefly  of  Rulfia,  whofe 
finances  mull  likewife  have  been  greatly  ex- 
haufied  by  the  armies  Ihe  had  been  obliged  to 
maintain  at  an  expencc  ncveir  hefor^  known, 
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provifionB  of  oXl  k'uads  having  been  at  9n  enoTi# 
mous  price  during  the  greateft  part  of  the 
war. 

Early  in  the  year  1790  a  plan  was  jr^vvn  up  by 
the  count  Potocki,  for  effodking  a  reform  of  thq 
Polifh  conflitution^  the  moft  firiking  feature  of 
which  was,  that  the  throne  ihouI4  be  elecftive^ 
.kut  that  mcftfures  fhould  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom^  or  of  Europe^  being  dif- 
turbed  by  any  future  eledlion.  On  the  fame 
fubjedl  the  bilhop  of  Kaminiec  prefcnted  eiglit 
articles,  which  here  follow : 

Art,  I.  Determined  the  rights  of  Ibvereignty, 
which  belonged  to  the  n^tion^  particularly  that  of 
^ledling  a  king. 

Axt.  11.  All  landholders  Ihould  have  the  right 
of  giving  their  iUffirages  in  the  ^edtion  of  repre#- 
fentatives. 

Art.  III.  Fixed  the  terms  of  each  diejt  to  twp 
years,  at  the  .expiration  of  which  tjiey  Ihould 
render  an  account  pf  their  condufl  to  their  cour 
Itituents. 

Art.  IV.  Required  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
diet  in  the  formation  of  all  fundamental  kwsi, 
three  fourths  .of  the  votes  for  all  political  lawjs, 
two  thirds  for  taxes  and  impolts,  and  the  iimple 
plurality  of  votes  for  all  civil  and  criminal 
laws. 

Art  V.  A  plurality  of  throe  fourths  of  the 
votes  of  the  diet,  Ihail  be  ncceflkry  in  all  quef- 
tions  concerning  foreign  alliances  and  treaties  of 
peace. 

Art.  VI.  The  preferv^ion  of  the  laws,  and 
the  whole  power  of  the  executive  government, 
Ih^ll  reft  with  the  king  and  his  council,  the 
members  of  which  ihall  be  reiponfible  to  the 
diet  for  their  condud. 

Aa4  Art 
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•  Art.  Vir.  The  tribamls  of'thedietfliaUprc- 
fcrve  their- jiirifd'Kftton,  but  the  limits  of  it  fhall 
bq  more  ftnftly  defiped. 

Art.  VIII.  ITiecxttiftitufion  being  eftabliflied 
.on  thefe  principles,  it  lb  all  be  guarantied  that  the 
confederate  diet  Ihall  no  longer  exifl,  and  that  all 
laws  againll  the  principles  of  the  above  articles 
iball  be  declared  null  and  void. 

Thcfc  were  foon  followed  by  a  number  of  re* 
clamations  addrclltd  by  the  towns,  boroughs, 
and  provinces  to  the  diet  of  Poland,  viz. 

I.  That  all  the  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by 
.  tlie  comintnis  before  the  diet  of  union,  Ihall  be  re- 
tlored,  in  their  primitive  vigour,  by  the  dccifion 
of  the  prefent  diet. 

•  IL  That  fecurity  of  perfon  fhall  be  guarantied, 
both  to  all  natives  of  the  order  of  the  common^, 
and  to  Itrangers  refiding  with  their  property  and 
cffc6ts  in  Poland. 

in.  That  the  commons  fhall  be  free  to  poffcis 
landed  property  in  Poland,  in  the  fame  manner  2fl 
they  already  enjoy  this  right  in  Lithuania. 

IV.  Thai  the  order  of  the  nobility  fhall  no 
longer  regard  that  of  ihe  eommons  with  con- 
tempt ;  that  a  noble  fhall  not  derogate  from  the 
rights  of  lus  birth,  when,  either  to  obtain  an  ho- 
ncfl  fgbfiftcnce,  qt  for  the  lake  of  being  ufefuUy 
employed,  he  fjiall  embrace  any  profeffion  hither- 
to confidcred  as  fit  only  to  be  exercifed  by  a  com* 
moncr ;  but  that  thefe  rights  fhall  avail  him  in  all 
%efpe6ls  as  before,  and  that  he  may  alfo  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  fucceeding*to  the  families  of  com-r 
moners,  as  they  in  return  may  inherit  of  nobles, 
when  any  portion  of  inheritance  fhall  belong  to 
them  by  contradt  of  marriage. 

Art.  V.  That  the  invidious  conftituttons,  which 
exclude  tlie  commons  from  all  ecclefiaflical  and 

militafy 
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iiiiiitairy  employments,  (hall  be  annulled;  and. 
that  not  only  the  ancient  privileges,  in  virtue  6f 
which  the  cofnnK>n$  \yerc  admiffible  to  all  eccle- 
iiaftical  benefices  without  exception,  fliall  be  re- 
newed"; but  that  tliey  Ihall  moreover  be  capable 
of  rifing  in  civil  and  military  employments. 

VI.  That  all  cities  fhall  be  not  only  enfinanchifed 
from  the  JurifdiElions  des  Starqfties,  but  alfo  from 
all  others,  and  that  the  citizens  fhall  be  fubjeft 
only' to  the  jurifdi6tion  of  their  own  magiflrates, 
0s  the  magiilrates  to  the  aflefforial  courts  of  the 
king- 

VIL  That  the  commons  fhall  be  at  liberty  to 
communicate  tncir  ideas  refpe6ting  commerce 
and  the  magazines  in  the  cities,  to  the  commiflion- 
crs  of  the  treafury,  and  the  chambers  for  foreign 
affairs ;  and  that  what  the(e  fhall  declare  jufl  an4 
reafonable  fhall  be  made  law, 

VIII.  That  not  only  fome  cities,  hxA  all,  each 
in  its  relpeftive  palatinate,  fhall  have  the  right  of 
fending  deputies  to  the  diet,   and  of  charging 

.  tliehi  with  proper  inflruftions :  that  the  ancient 
privilege  of  the  cities,  which  fecure  to  them  a 
certain  influence  in  the  govenmient,  when  they 
fliall  be  renewed,  fhall  be  no  more  impeached  or 

*  diminifhed  ;  but  that,  on  the  conti^ry,  they  fhall 
be  increafed,  particularly  in  all  refpe<9:s  that  may 
tend  to  render  the  form  of  government  flill  more 
perfeft. 

IX.  That  in  all  commif&on^  of  treafury  and 
palatinates,  where  objeAs  of  commerce,  requiring 
mercantile  knowledge,  fhall  prefent  themfelves, 
commoners  fhall  be  ele6^ed  as  well  as  libbles. 

X.  That  fuppofing  the  affeflbrial  tribunals  to 
be  the  fupreme  courts  for  the  cities,  the  affeffof^ 
fhall  confift  of  nobles  and  commons^  diofen  iti 
(equal  numbers. 

OVL 
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On  the  a9th  of  March  1790,  a  trieaty  of  dc* 
fence  and  aUtancc  between  Fruflia  and  Poland 
wasfealed,  ratified,  and  exchanged. 

As  foon  as  the  articles  of  which  it  was  com^ 
pofed  had  been  agreed  to  in  the  diet^  and  feme 
days  before  the  ratification  of  them,  Staniflaus 
wrote  in  the  following  terms  to  the  king  of  Prul^ 
jQa: 

*^  Monficur  my  Brother, 

**  It  is  already  certainly  known  to  your  majefty, 
lliat  the  diet  of  Poland  has  unan]^>ouflY  decided 
to  ally  our  republic  to  your  majefly  without  de-r 
.lay,  and  without  pretending  to  regulate  before- 
^hand  the  points  of  commerce,  which  are  at  pre^ 
fent  in  difcuffion  between  your  majefly  and  us^ 
The  more  thele  points  of  commerce  are  eflential 
to  us,  the  n)o)rc  highly  will  your  majefly  appre^ 
elate  the  eagernefs  of  a  free  and  generous  nation^ 
to  unite  with,  you  in  repofing  entirely  on  the  per- 
fonal  equity  of  the  known  chara<fter  of  your  puii- 
jefly. 

'^  With  a  king  inch  as  you,  the  furefl  way  is  ta 
addrefs  him  direftly,  by  intrcating  him  to  weigh, 
in  the  balance  of  his  juit  mind,  the  claims  of  a 
nation  who  give  him  all  their  friendlhip,  while 
they  depend  on  the  clear  letter  of  treaties,  and 
on  the  fuiferance  of  feventeen  years.  The  idea 
which  the  nation  has  formed  of  the  reigning  Fre- 
derick William  is,  that,  formed  to  equal  his  an*- 
•ceHors  in  every  other  fi)rt  of  glory,  there  is  one 
•which  he  wiihes  to  render  peculiarly  his  owi), 
by  fetting  his  grandeur  above  this  fatal  maxim, 
Tbat  the  profperity  of  our  ewn  Jiate  can  only  be  promotr 
^d  by  the  misfortunes  of  our  neighbours. 

**  You  cannot,  Sire,  be  ignorant  of  the  great 
difficulties  which  ought  to  have  oppofed,  or  at 
kafl  retarded,  the  refolution  which  the  diet  of  Pa- 
land 
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land  formed  on  the  15th  current;  neverthekfs, 
thofe  difficulties  yielded  to  the  fentiment^  that  it 
was  with  you,  Sire,  wc  had  to  deal,  I  told  my 
nation^  that  I  would  perfonally  addreis  myfelf  to 
your  majefty ;  that  I  would  lay  before  you  the 
rights^  complaints^  and  demands  of  my  nation ; 
^nd  the  whole  diet,  without  coming  to  a 
vote,  faid,  '  J^et  us  proceed  to  become  the  allies 
pf  this  king,  too  loyal,  doubtlels  top  truly  great, 
to  wilh  to  take  advantage  of  the  confidence 
which  we  Ihall  put  in  him.  He  will  order,  with- 
out doubt,  his  miniftcrs  to  remedy  the  juA  com^ 
plaints  of  the  Polifh  nation.  He  will  lay,  I  wilh 
that  the  Pples  Ihould  henceforth  be  free  from  'in- 
juftice  and  vexation.  I  wiih  they  Ihould  be  fatis* 
^ed,  becaufe  they  have  declared  themfelves  my 
friends.^ 

"  If  in  fpeaking  to  my  nation,  I  have  prefumed 
my  letter  would  be  attended  with  fuccefs;  in  do- 
ing (b,  I  did  homage  to  your  virtues.  It  is  with 
fuch  fentiments  that  I  ihall  always  do  myfelf  thp 
Jionour  to  fubfcribe  myfelf^ 

Sire, 
Of  your  ipajelly  the  good  Brother  and  Ally, 

Stanislaus  Augustus.'* 
Warfaw,  March  17,  1790. 

To  this  his  Pruffian  majefty  returned  as  fol- 
lows : 

^*  Monficur  ray  Brother, 
^'  The  prince  Jablonowlky  has  delivered  me  a 
letter  which  your  majefty  wrote  me,  dated  17th 
^arch,  ^(i  which  claims  my  perfonal  interfer- 
ence to  put  an  end  to  the  commercial  grievances 
with  which  the  Poltfti  nation  thinks  itfelf  op- 
prefled  in  its  intercourfe  with  Pniffia.  I  am  flat- 
t^fcd  by  your  confidence,  ai^d  will  endeavour 

to 
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lo  juftify  it ;  but  I  intreat  of  your  majeftjr  and  the 
nation,  to  obferve,  likcwife,  the  fame  jufticc  and 
impartiaKty.  which  it  demands  of  me,  towards 
me  and  my  ftate,  and  to  weigh,  in  an  exaft  ba* 
lance,  the  real  circumftances  of  the  important 
objeft  in  queftion.  ' 

"  If  your  majefty  wiflics  to  rccal  every  thing 
whicli  has  pafled  lince  the  ceffion  of  Weftern 
Pruflia,  you  cannot  forget  that  the  charges  ani 
inconveniences  to  which  the  commerce  of  the  Pa- 
lifli  nation  upon  the  Viftula,  and  towards  the 
Bahic  Sea,  is  perhaps  cxpofcd,  folely  take  their 
origin  and  their  fources  from  the  convention  of 
commerce  in  1775  between  Pruflia  and  Poland, 
by  which  all  the  mcrchandife  which  the  Polifh 
nation  tranf^orts  to  Dantzick,  or  exports,  have 
been  charged  with  the  fame  duties  of  twelve  per 
cent,  which  already  cxifted  from  the  time  of  the 
Polifh  dominion. 

"  If  abufes  have  creptJnto  the  receiving  of  thefe 
duties  by  the  mifconduft  of  the  colle6ior9,  it  is 
what  the  Prviffian  fubjedls  no  Icfs  experience  in 
Poland.  I  have  endeavoured  to  redrcfs  them  as 
much  as  poffiblc,  when  complaints  appeared." 

(The  king  then  enumerates  the  many  inltanccs 
in  which  he  had  favoured  the  trade  of  the  Polilh 
nation ;  but  with  regard  to  Dantzick,  he  fays)  '*  It 
cannot  be  juftly  demanded,  that  I  Ihould  grant 
tlie  fame  advantages  which  my  own  cities  enjoy, 
to  a  city  which  is  on  all  fides  furrounded  by  my 
dominions  without  belonging  to  them,  and 
which  does  them  fo  much  mifchief  by  the  con- 
traband  practices  of  its  inhabitants  and  the  chi- 
canery of  its  magiflrates. 

"  I  perceive  well  that  the  Polilh  nation  fufFers  in 
an  indiredl  manner,  but  it  is  its  own  fault,  and  it 
ought  to  remember,  that  it  has  not  been  lefe  ill- 
treated 
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triated  by  the  monopoly  of  the  commerce  of  the 
Viftula,  which  the  city  of  Dantzick  had  ufurped 
from  the  time  of  the  Polifli  dominion  in  prejudice 
of  the  other  Pruffiah   cities.     This  vice  cannot 
fail  to  remain  inherent  in  the  commerce  which 
the  Pblcs  carry  on  by  the  Viftula  into  Dantzick, 
fo  long  as  the  cities  of  Dantzick  and  of  Thorn  nmain 
feparatefrom  my  territories^  by  which  they  are  com- 
pl^ely  furroundcd,  efpecially  the  firft.     It  is  to 
remedy  this  great  evil  that  I  have  propofed  to  your 
maj^fty,  and  the  illuftrious  diet,  to  make  with  tne 
a  new  treaty^  by  zvhich  IJhall  diminip  the  duties  efta^ 
blift>ed  at  twelve  per  cent,  on  the  Fijlula^  to  a  taxfb 
moderate  that  the  Polijb  nation  Jhali  have  no  reajon  to 
complain ;  and  I  have  demanded,  that  in  compenfa^ 
tion  of  the  great  lofs  which  I  JJjallfuJlain  in  my  finances  j 
they  JJjould  give  up  to  me  the  sovereignty  of 
Dantzick  and  Tborn^  which  by  their  natural  fituatiott 
BELONG  to  the  territory  ofWeflern  Pruffla^  and  which 
at  the  time  of  the  cejfion  of  that  country  was  excepted 
only  for  particular  reafonSj  and  of  little  importance^ 

*^  1  thought  I  might  make  thelepropofals  without 
being  taxed  with  unjuft  views  of  ambition^  be- 
caufe  thcfe  two  cities  arer  fituated  in  the  middle  of 
my  domii>lons,  and  their  fovercignty  belongs  ta 
the  poflR^flbr  of  Weflfem  Pruffia,  and  the  ally  of 
Poland,  to  whom  thfcy  give  an  acceffion  of  force 
e^jually  neceflfary  to  Pruffia  and  Poland.  They 
mre  of  no  importance  to  Poland^  and  rather  ren-^ 
der  their  commerce  difficult  and  troubtefome  by 
the  conventional  duties.*'        * 

(The  king  then  mentions  the  value  of  revenue 
he  tefes  by  the  propoled  reduction  of  dbtics,  viz^ 
200,000  crowns  annually;  andpropofes  to  make 
good  any  loft  which  his  Poliih  majefty  may  fuf-^ 
tain  by  ceding  thefe  towns.  He  cxpreffeshis  fur- 
prife  that  a  propoiiii  fo  fair  and  caiKlid  fhould 

have 
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have  been  oppofed  by  the  Poliih  nation;  atidy 
having  ftated  his  unwillingnefe  to  re-confider 
what  has  been  propofed  by  Poland^  concludes 
thus :) 

*'  I  thought  it  ncceflary  to  enter  into  this  d6- 
tail>  and  lay  before  your  majefty  conllderations ; 
to  whichj  at  Warfawy  they  do  not  appear  to 
have  given  that  attention  which  they  merited. 
I  ftill  promife  myfelf  that  you  will  examine 
theiib  confiderations  with  that  fpirit  of  equity  and 
penetrationf  which  charaAerife  your  majefty,  and 
that  you  will  make  uie  of  them  to  enlighten  ther 
nation^  and  to  dilpel  the  prejudices  which  op- 
pofc  the  true  interefts  of  bom  ftates* 

I  am. 
With  fentiments  of  efteem 
And  perfeft  frieildlhip. 
Your  Majefty*s  faitliful  Brother  and  Ally^ 

Frederic  Guillaume/'    . 
Berlin, 
April  II,  1790, 

In  Auguft  of  this  year  tlic  prince  Poninfkiy 
grand  treafurer  of  the  crown,  exhibited  a  finking 
example  of  the  inftability  of  fortune,  or  rather 
the  certain  reward  of  thofe  who  build  their  own 
aggrandizement  lapon  the  ruin  of  their  country.' 
In  the  famous  diet  of  delegation  of  which  he 
was  marefchal,  and  in  the  p^utition  of  Poland, 
his  condu  A  had  been  evidentW  too  friendly  to 
the  combined  powers.  After  fixteen  years  had 
elapfed,  on  the  8th  of  June  1789,  a^  criminal 
accuiation  was  preferred  againft  him  befcH-e  the 
Pplifti  diet,  by  M.  2kilefki,  nuncio  of  Trokiy' 
for  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  in  having  at 
that  period  betrayed,    from  views  of  perional 

prefer- 
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?referment,  the  deareft  interefts  of  the  ilatc. 
'he  commiffion  chofen  to  try  him  conliftcdof  14 
fenators  and  minifters  of  flate,  and  24  deputies 
from  different  towns.  To  prevent  partiality,  the 
ballot  was  dfawn  by  a  child,  but  it  did  not  ap- 
pear by  the  names  on  the  lift  that  they  wa:Te  very 
favourable  to  the  prifoner,  who  found  means  at 
that  time  to  make  his  efcapc.  He  was,  how- 
ever, retaken,  but  the  affair  feemcd  likely  to  be" 
fnpprefled.  While  the  diet  of  the  loth  of  Au-  • 
guft  1790  fat,  the  charge  againft  Poniniki  fud-^ 
denly  revived,  and  many  members  fpoke  vio- ' 
Icntly'  on  the  fubjeit.  The  grand  treafurer,  fore- 
feemg  the  event,  took  a  fecond  opportunity-  to 
efcape.  Although  he  had  been  releafed  on  fecu- 
rity  and  promifc  that  he  would  not  go  off  clan- 
deftinely,  he  left  Warfaw  privately  on  Sunday 
the  29th;  but,  unhappily  for  him,  he  was  met 
on  the  road  by  the  fame  captain  who  had  guarded 
him  when  he  firft  made  his  efcape,  which  inci- 
dent had  given  very  gteat  difpleafure.  This  offi- 
cer, having  found  him  15  leagues  from  Warlaw, 
carried  him  hsLck.  On  the  ift  of  September  he 
AVas  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  the  diet,  by 
whom  he  was  dectlared  a  'traitor  to  his  country, 
decreed  to  lofe  his  rank,  honours,  functions,  and 
employments ;  condemned  to  be  ftripped  of  the 
order  with  which  he  was  inverted,  ordered  to 
leave  Warfaw  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  the 
country  in  four  weeks;  after  which  time  all 
judges  or  jurifdi^tions  who  Ihould  find  him  within 
the  territories  of  the  republic  were  to  arreft  him 
and  puniih  him  with  death. 

The  prince  Poniniki,  who  heard  the  judg- 
.nxent  at  the  bar  of  the  tribunal,  again  fuffered 
the  mortification  of  aftifting  at  the  publication 
•f  his  difgrace  before  all  .the  people  aUcmbled  in 

the 


369,  HxstoRT  6r  polakd- 

thc  Hotel  de  Villc,  where  the  infignia  of  iht  otf- 
der  was  torn  off,  and  from  whence  he  was  led 
through  the  principal  ifareets,  acoxnpanied  by 
the  common  crier,  who  proclaimed^.  ^^  It  is  thud 
we  puniih  traitors  to  their  country*"  From  princi-» 
l^s  of  humanity,  however^  the  punifhment  was 
declared  to  be  perfonal,  and  not  to  affedl  his 
wife^  children^  brother^  or  any  of  his  family  or 


On  the  30th  of  Auguft  an  a£l  called  The  Uni- 
Terfal  was  palTed  in  the  hall  of  the  diet^  in  which^ 
for  the  firft  time,  ihention  was  made  of  the  fuc-^ 
ceilion  erf  the  elector  of  Saxony  to  the  throne  of 
Poland.  When  this  piojedl  had  obtained  the 
conient  of  the  diet,  the  king'  exprefled  himfelf  in 
thcfe  words:  "  It  never  entered  into  my  thoughts 
to  bring  forward  any  one  as  fucceffor  to  the 

^  throne  during  my  life-time,  nor  will  I  counte-* 
nance  fuch  a  propofal,  unlefs  I  find  it  is  made 
with  the  general  concurrence  of  the  nation."— 
After  avowing  this  principle^  a  propofal  was 
made  on  his  part  to  the  diet,  to  give  public  notice 
for  the  purpofe  of  convoking  the  provincial  af- 
iemblies^  in  order  to  afford  an  opportunity  fortlic 
citizens  to  declare  their  resolution  of  acquieicing 
in  the  nomination  of  a  fucceilbr  to  the  tlirone 
during  the  life  of  the  reigning  prince.  .  As  foon 

,  as  thefe  aHemblies  were  decreed,  many  members 
of  the  diet,  as  well  as  other  inhabitants  of  the 
provinces,  ofTeied  their  fervices  to  the  king,  alid 
concurred  in  the  above  motion,  provided  that 
one  of  his  majefly's  nephews,  and  not  the  elec-^ 
tor  of  Saxony>  fhoiild  be  nominated  to  the  fuc-^ 
ceffion.  To  thefe  propofals  the  king's  uniform 
anfwer  was — "  You  know,  gentlemen,  that  I 
l^fltl  no  fhare  in  the  delign  of  nominating  my 
Kicceflbr  during  my  life;  notwithflanding  which* 
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if  the  nomination  Ihould  fall  on  a  prince  of  my 
own  bloody  it  would  give  rife  to  a  ftrong  fufpi- 
cion  that  I  had  been  olandefiinely  the  author  of 
the  prcje^l:' moreover,  my  opinion  is,  that  iu 
chooiing  a  king  whofe  riches,  rank,  and  .  con* 
nedions  would  give  a  luftre  to  the  choice,  added 
to  the  virtues  and  political  talents  wliich  diflin- 
guiih  the  elector  of  Saxony,  a  fucceflbr  would 
be  nominated  who  would  greatly  contribute  to 
the  dignity,  power,  and  advantage  of  the  repub- 

In  copfequenCe  of  this  invariable  refolution  of 
ilie  king,  all  the  provincial  aflemblies,  except 
that  of  Volhinla,  demanded  the  ele6tor  of  Sax- 
ony .as  fucceflbr  to  the  throne ;  and  though  this 
latter  aflembly  was  leis  poiitive  than  the  others 
in  its  declarations,  yet  eveiy  tcftimony  was  given 
of  itfl  efteem  for  the  perfon  and  qualities  of  the 
cleftor.  In  the  pa3a  couvenfa,  it  is  ftipulated 
that  no  liicceffor  to  the  throne  fhall  be  named 
during  the  life  of  the  reigning  kin^.  The  firft 
and  mod  important  ftep  in  oppofition  to  tliat 
ftipulation  was  made  not  by  his  majcily,  but  by 
the  nation.  The  additional  flrength  given  to  the 
power  of  the  reigning  king,  by  nominating  his 
iucceflbr  from  his  own  family,  had  always  been 
eonfidercd  \yith  juft  and  watchful  jcaloufyby  the 
country.  In  the  prelent  cafe  his  majefly  difcarded 
his  own  relations,  and  received  one  who  was 
not  even  perfonally  known  to  him  as  his  fuc- 
ceflbr from  the  hands  of  the  nation.  The  mo- 
tive which  induced  the  country  to  this  infracftiou 
of  an  ancient  law,  was  a  general  conviction  that 
every  interregnum  was  the  fource  of  a  civil  and  a 
foreign  war;  which  conviftion  had  operated  fp 
iJrongly  on  the  minds  of  many,  that  they  ex- 
tended their  cares  to  future  generations,  and  va- 

B  b  rious 
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rious  inflrudlions  of  the  provincial  aifemblies 
were  fent  to  their  reprefentatives  to  reqiflre  their 
fnpport  of  a  decree  not  confined  to  the  immedi- 
ate cafe,  but  for  the  eftablifliment  of  a  perpetual 
hereditary  fucceffion.  Many  writings  were  ad- 
drelfed  to  the  public,  which  daily  increafed  in 
number  and  energy,  expreffing  the  general  wifh 
of  fo  defirable  q,  decifion.  Thefe  requifitions 
were  made  from  the  nation  tq  the  t.ing,  and  noi 
from  the  king  to  the  nation.  A  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  diet  loudly  declared,  that  the 
dcareft  interefts,  and  even  the  falvation  of  their 
countr}^,  depended  on  his  majefty's  concurrence 
with  th(5  general  wifh. 

In  the  beginning  of  1791  feveral  meetings 
were  held  refpecling  a  reform  in  the  conftitution 
of  Poland.  On  the  3d  of  May  a  number  of 
patriots,  who  had  preconcerted  the  great  objects 
which  they  meant  to  accomplifli  in  the  fitting  of 
the  diet  that  day,  aiTembled  in  the  king*s  cham- 
ber. Tliere,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king,  they 
engaged  to  efFe6luate  the  revolution  that  dayj 
and  they  pledged  themfelves  to  each  other,  by  a 
folemn  engagement,  not  to  fcparate  until  thoy 
had  accomplifhed  their  end. 

The  affgmbly  was  opened  at  the  nfu^l  h6ur, 
The  galleries  were  crowded  with  fpc6lators,  and 
the  houfc  was  furrounded  with  thoufands  whq 
pould  not  gain  admiffion.  Infiead  of  the  mar-, 
fhals,  the  king  himfelf  opened  the  feflion.  Ha 
fai(J,  in  fubftance,  that,  notwithftanding  all  af- 
furances  to  the  contrary,  there  was  an  alarming 
rumour,  confirmed  by  the  advices  daily  received, 
that  the  three  neighbouring  powers  would  make 
up  and  terminate  all  their  jealoufies  and  divifions 
at  the  expence  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  repub-, 
lie;  that  the  only  method  of  afluring  to  Poland 
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the  integrity  of  its  pofleifions,  and  of  preferving 
it  from  the  ruin  which  foreign  politics  were  pre- 
paring for  it,    was,  to  efiablifh  a  conftitution 
which  fhould  iecure  its  idtemtd  independence; 
that,  in  this  view,  there  had  been  prepared  a 
plan  of  a  conftitution,,  founded  principally  on 
thofe  of  England  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, but  avoiding  the  faults  and  errors  of  both, 
and  adapting  it,  as  much  as  pofiible,  to  the  lo^ 
cal  and  particular  cireumftances  of  the  country* 
In  fupport  of  the  information  relative  to  the  fo- 
reign powers,   the  king  communicated  to  the 
diet  fome  diipatches  received  from  the  minifters 
of  the  republic  at  foreign  courts,  flating  how 
eager  they  were  to  oppofe  all  fettlement  of  the 
conftitution,  and  that  every  thing  feemed  to  an* 
nounce  their  hoftile  deligns  on   Poland.     The 
king  defired  that  the  plan  which  he  fubmitted  to 
them  might  be  read,  and  that  they  fhould  pro- 
ceed forthwith  to  enadl  it  into  a  law  if  they  ap- 
proved of  it.     The  plan  was  accordingly  read, 
and  a  very  long  and  important   debate    took 
place ;  but  all  was  condudted  without  force  or 
reftraint.      One  perfon  in   the  aflembly,    who 
feemed  to  challenge  an  application  of  laolence  to 
himfclf,  was  induftrioufly  proteded  from  its  ef- 
fe6ls.     On  his  demanding  the  right  of  fpeaking, 
many  voices  were  raifed  to  refufe  it  him ;  but  the 
king   himfelf   infifted  on    the   privilege    being 
granted  him,  and  he  was  permitted  to  deliver 
his  fentiments  with  the  moft  perfeA  freedom,  nor 
was  the  fmalleft  infult  offered  either  to  him  or  to 
thofe  who  fided  with  his  opinions.    His  majefty 
ncitlicr  on  this  day,  nor  on  any  other,  laid  any 
reftraint  on  the  freedom  of  debate;-  and  though 
called  on  by  many  voices  to  accept  and  fwear  to 
the  new  form  of  government  which  had  been 
Bh  z  read 
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read  in  the  diet,  he  was  fo  far  from  eagerly 
availing  himfelf  of  the  offer,  that,  after  many 
hours  of  difcuffion,  he  fpoke  thus :  "  There  is 
an  obflacle  to  jny  acceptance  of  the  propofed 
plan,  which,  as  f^r  as  depends  pn  myfelf  ex- 
clufively,  I  conceive  canpot  be  overcome.  I 
have  fworn  to  maintain  and  abide  by  the  paSa 
conventa ;  this  oath  I  have  hitherto  relig;ioufly  ob- 
ferved;  I  demand  now,  then,  if,  by  the  general 
will  of  the  ftates  in  diet  affembled,  I  am  freed 
from  the  obligation  of  that  article  which  regu- 
lates the  fucceflion  to  the  throne  ?"  Upon  this 
^  number  of  members  inftantly  exclaimed  — 
^'  Yes,  we  free  you  from  the  obfervance  of  it, 
and  we  likewife  bind  ourfelves  not  to  break  up 
the  fitting  till  the  decifion  has  been  finally 
adopted."  The  king  then  refumed  his  fpeech, 
^nd  required  of  the  marlhal  of  the  diet  that  he 
ihoulU  take  the  opinion  of  the  members  indivi- 
dually, in  order  that  the  fcnfe  of  the  nation  find 
the  will  of  the  afl'emblies  might  be  made  a  matter 
of  general  notoriety.  The  niarfhal,  immediately 
on  this,  direfted  that  thofe  members  who  were 
for  adopting  the  plan  of  fucceflion  fhould  re- 
•  main  filent,  an4  that  thofe  on  the  contrar)'  who 
were  for  rejc(^ting  it  fhould  fignify  their  detenni- 
nation  by  their  voiced,  tp  the  end  that  no  doubt 
might  reipain  to  which  .fide  the  majority  in- 
clined. 

All  the  reprefentalives  pf  the  provinces  of  Vol- 
hinia  and  Podolia  declared  themfelves  againfl  the 
new  form  of  conftitution.  M.  Suchorzewflci, 
who  had  recently  difl:inguifhed  himfelf  as  an 
advocate  for  the  people,  and  who  was  juftly  re- 
garded as  the  principal  author  of  the  movements 
that  brought  about  tlie  revolution,  oppofed  this 
plan  ^itb  great  zeal.     The  patriotifm.  by  whi^h 

'  he 
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he  was  animated  arofe  from  the  crown's  being 
made  hereditary.  He  advanced,  and  threw  him- 
felf  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  fupplicating  and 
conjuring  his  majefty  to  renounce  his  ideas  of  the 
hereditary  fucceffion  to  the  roj^lty;  as  it  would 
be  the  tomb .  of  the  liberty  of  Poland.  OtherS) 
who  were  on  the  fame  fide,  alledged  the  inftruc- 
lions  of  their  provinces,  which  prevented  them 
from  agreeing  to  make  the  throne  hereditary. 
They  infifted  that,  at  leaft,  the  plan  ihculd  be 
taken  ad  deliberandum^  as  every  other  new  law  wstd 
taken ;  but  a  great  majority  of  voices  refufed  to 
agree  to  this.  "  We  muft  pals  the  whole  this 
day ;  we  will  not  depart  from  this  place  until  the 
whole  work  is  accomplifhed."  The  oppoiition 
replied  — "  We  will  not  depart  until  it  is  re- 
nounced."    » 

The  king  liftened  in  filende;  at  length  Zabi- 
ello,  the  nuncio  of  Livonia,  intreatdd  him  no 
longer  to  oppofe  himfelf  to  the  wiflies  of  the 
majority,  which  exceeded  in  the  proportion  of  at 
leaft  ten  to  one  the  number  of  thofe  who  con- 
ftituted  the  oppofition ;  at  the  lame  time,  almoft 
all  the  nuncios,  fenators,  and  minifters,  quitting 
their  feats,  filled  the  middle  of  the  hall,  and, 
furrounding  the  throne,  demanded,  with  loud 
voices,  that  the  king  would  fwear  to  the  obferv- 
ance  of  the  new  conftitution. 

The  king  then  called  to  him  the  bifhop  of  Cra- 
cow, and  took  the  oath  at  Kis  hands ;  and  the 
better  to  be  feen  by  the  aflembly^  he  mounted 
on  the  feat,  and  fwore  aloud.  A  great  migority 
of  the  diet  held  up  their  right-hands^  followed 
his  example,  and  fwore  the  fame*.  "  Every 
B  b  3  man 

•  The  reader  muft  t>e  informed  that  at  the  commeticemeat  of 
this  diet  the  king,  in  conformity  to  the  will  of  the  dates,  had 

figned 
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man  that  lores  his  country,*'  exclaimed  his  ma* 
jefty,  ^"  follow  me  to  the  dxurch,  and,  thanking^ 
God,  let  us  repeat  the  oath  at  the  altar.'*  All 
the  bifhops,  all  the  fecolar  fenators,  with  a  great 
tiumber  of  the  nuncios  or  reprefentatives,  ac- 
companied the  %\tkg  to  churdi/  and  there  again 
Ihey  folemnly  engaged,  hefore  God  and  their 
country,  to  maintain  a  confiitution  whichj  com^ 
bining  bberty  withr  fubordination,  and  fub^e^t^^ 
ing  iht  firft  citizen  as  well  a&  die  laft  to  the  law, 
ieoired  to  all  the  means  of  happinefi,  and  gare 
to  each  citizen  the  trae  enjoyment  of  his  rights. 
It  was  by  this  time  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Te  Deum  was  iiing,  and  the  new  confHtution  was 
announced  to  the  people  by  the  diicharge  of  aoo 
pieces  of  cannon.  There  were  but  between 
thirty  and  forty  noncios  who  did  not  follow  the 
J^sng  to  church.  The  king,  with  his  fuitc,  re- 
tmrned  to  the  aflembty-houfe,  and  adjourned  the 
diet  to  the  5th  of  May,  after  charging  the  marr 
fiials  to  give  the  oalk  to  all  the  departments. 
The  oppoling  nnneios,  ieeing  that  all  refinance 
was  ufelcfs,  refolv^  to  proteft  againft  the  new 
oonftttution  by  the  publication  of  a  manffefto ; 
after  which  they  retired,  without  noile,  to  their 
jrefped^iye  houfesv  Thexe  was  no  attempt  made 
ta  interrupt  them,  nor  was  any  infult  whatever 
efiered  to  their  perfons.  Cries  of  joy  filled  the- 
ftreets;  but  thb  joy  was  the  expreffion  of  a  pure^ 
and  caUn  patrk>ti£ai.  Through  the  whole  day 
there  was  not  the  finalleft  confuiion,  nor  dilor* 
der,  nor  riot.  At  eleven  o^clock  the  ftreets  werer 
ib  perfb£ily  calm,  that  one  could  harcfly  believe 

fi|^nedair  aigt,  by  which  this  free  diet  had  changed  itfdf  into  » 
diet  of  confederation ;  and  m  ddng  this^  it  bad  bound  itfelf  tor 
decide  aU  queftioos  by  a  pluiaUty  •?  roiceai 

that 
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that  it  iiad  been  the  epoch  of  a  new  order  of 
things. 

it  is  pretdnded  that^  on  the  eve  of  this  memo- 
i^ble  day,  a  certain  fbrcigu  miniftcr  had  endea- 
voured, by  the  dextrous  application  of  503O00 
ducats,  to  avert  the  revolution }  but  all  was  forc- 
fecil  attd  prevented.  The  bufinefs.  was  exe-- 
tutcd  in  every  point  with  as  much  addrefs  as  it 
was  framed.  On  the  4th  eighteen  nuncios  pub- 
liihed  their  manifefto  againft  the  proceedings  of 
the  day  before ;  and  M.  Suchorz6wlki  returned 
the  ^^ordoH^bki  with  which  bis  majefiv  had  in- 
vefled  him  fifteen  days  before.  On  tne  3d  the 
poft  had  bedn  flopped,  and  ewn  foreign  minif- 
ters  fubitiitted  to  the  general  order  i  but  on  the 
4lh  eXpreiTes  were  fent  off  in  all  diredlions. 

Ih  the  fitting  of  the  5th  of  May  the  new  form 
of  conftitution  was  again  propofed^  The  mem- 
bers prefent  figned  it  urmnim(mfy\  and  theyfor^ 
mally  paficd^  fentence/  by  fentenee,  the  articles 
of  which  it  is  compo&d,  and  whidi  ar6  as  fol- 
low: 

NEW  CONSTITUTION  of  the  GOVERN* 
MENT  OF  POLAND, 

As  eftablijijed  by  the  R^olution  May  3,  I79i* 

In  the  name  ofOod^  oni  in  the  Holy  Trinity  ! 

Staniflaus  Auguftus,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and 
the  will  of  the  nation,  king  of  Poland,  &c. 
&c*  together  with  the  Confederate  States  af- 
fembled  in  double  number^  to  reprefent  the 
Polifli  nation. 

Convinced,  by  a  long  ttaift  of  experience,  of 

many  de&(5b  in  our  government,  and  willing  to 

profit  by  the  favourable  moment  which  has  re- 

«  B  b  4  ilored 
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ftored  us  to  ourfelves ;  free  frorni  the  diigraiccfot 
fhackles  of  foreign  influence;  prizing  more  than* 
life  the  external  independence  and  internal  li- 
berty of  the  nation ;  in  order  to  exert  our  natural^' 
rights  with  xcal  and  firmneiSj  we  do  folemnly  efia^- 
hlijh  the  prefettt  conftitution,  which  we  declare- 
wholly  inviolable  in  every  part,  till  fiich  period 
as  Ihall  be  prcfcribed  by  law;  when  the  nation, 
if  it  fliould  think  fit,  may  alter  by  its  exprefe  , 
will  fuch  articles  therein  as  ihall  be  found  iiuide- 
quate. 

Art.  I.  The  dominant  national  religion.— 
The  holy  Roman  Catholic  faith,,  with  all  its  pri- 
v^ileges  and  immunities,  ihall  be  the  dominant 
national  relii^on;  but,  as  the  fame  holy  religion 
commands  us  to  love  our  neighbours,  we  there- 
fore owe  to  all  people,  of  whatever  perfuaiion, 
peace  in  matters  of  faith,  and  the  prote<ftion  of 
government;  confequently  we  aifure  to  all  per- 
fuaiions  and  religions  freedom  and  liberty,  ac- 
cc»*ding  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  in  all 
dominians  of  the  republic. 

Art.  11.  Nobility,  or  the  equeiirian  order.— 
Revering  the  memory  of  our  anceilors  with  gra- 
titude^ as  the  firil  founders  of  our  liberties,  it  is 
but  jiift  to  acknowledge,  in,  a  moft  folemn  man- 
ner, that  all  the  pre-eminence  and  prerogatives 
of  liberty  granted  to  this  order  by  Calimir  the 
Great,  &c.  &c.  &c.  are  by  the  prefent  a6t  re« 
newcd,  confirmed,  and  declared  to  be  invio- 
lable. fFe  acknowledge  the  rank  of  the  noble  eauef- 
irtan  order  in  Poland  to  be  equal  to  all  degrees  of  no- 
bility— all  perfons  of  that  order  to  be  equal  among 
themfelveSi  not  only  in  the  eligibility  to  all  pojls  of 
honour  J  truft,  or .  emblument,  but  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  privileges  and  prerogatives ;  perfonal 
liberty,  and  fecurity  of  territorial  and  moveable 

property  i 
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property ;  nor  fhall  we  even  fuffer  the  leaft  in- 
croachment  on  either  by  the  fuprenie  national  ptnver 
(on  ivhich  the  prefent  form  of  government  is 
eftabliihed),  nnder  any  pretext  whatfoever ;  con- 
iequently,  we  regard  the  prefervation  of  perfo- 
nal  fecurity  and  property,  as  by  law  afcertained, 
to  be  a  tie  of  focicty,  and  the  very  effence  of  ci- 
vil liberty,  which  Ought  to  be  conlidered  and  rc- 
ipedled  for  ever. 

Art.  III.  Towns  and  citizens. — The  law  made 
by  the  prefent  diet,  intitled,  *^  Our  royal  free 
towns  within  the  dominions  of  the  republic,"  wc 
mean  to  coniider  as  a  part  of  the  prefent  conlli- 
tution,  and  promife  to  maintain  it  as  a  new, 
additional,  true,  and  effedlual  fupport  ef  our 
common  liberties  and  our  mutual  defence. 

Art.  IV.  Peafants  and  villagers. — ^This  agri- 
cultural cla&  of  people,  the  molt  numerous  in 
the  nation,  confequently  forming  the  moft  conii- 
derable  part  of  its  force,  we  receive  under  the 
protection  of  national  law  and  government; 
enafting,  that  whatever  liberties,  grants,  and 
conventions,  between  the  proprtefa>rs  and  vil- 
lagers, either  individually  or  colledlively,  may  be^ 
entered  authentically  into  in  future :  fuch  agree- 
ments Ihall  import  mutual  and  reciprocal  obliga- 
tions, binding  not  only  the  prefent  contradHng; 
parties,  but  even  their  fucceiTors  by  inheritance 
or  acquifition.  Tims  having  infured  to  the  pro- 
prietors every  advantage  they  have  a  right  to 
from  their  ^  villagers,  and  willing  to  encourage 
moft  efFedtuallylhe  population  of  our  country, 
we  publijh  and  proclaim  a  perfeB  and  entire  liberty  to 
all  people,  either  who  may  be  newly  coming  to 
fettle,  or  thofc  who,  having  emigrated,  would 
return  to  their  native  country:  and  we  declare 
laoft  folemnly,  that  any  pcrfon  coning  into  Po- 
land^ 


land,  from  whatever  part  of  the  wOtld^  ot  i^ 
turning  from  abroad^  as  foon  as  he  fets  his  foot 
on  the  territory  of  the  republic^  becomes  free, 
and  at  liberty  to  exercife  his  indufiry  VfheKvaf 
and  in  whatever  manner  he  pleafes,  to  fettle  ei^ 
ther  in  towns  or  villages,  to  farm  and  rent  lands 
and  houies,  on  tenures  and  contrails,  for  as  long 
a  term  as  may  be  agreed  on ;  with  liberty  to  re^ 
main,  or  to  remove,  aftef  having  fUIiiUed  the  ob- 
ligations be  may  have  voluntarily  entered  into. 

Aft,  V.  Form  of  government — ^All  power  in 
dvil  fociety  ihould  be  derived  from  (he  will  of 
the  people,  its  end  and  object  being  the  preiervai^ 
tion  aiul  integrity  of  the  ilate,  the  civil  liberty, 
and  the  good  order  of  fociety,  on  an  eqtial 
fcale,  and  on  a  lailing  foundation.  Three  dif- 
tindt  powers  fhall  compofe  the  government  of 
the  Poliih  nation^  according  to  the  preient  con<« 
iiitution: 

1.  Legifiative  power  in  the  frates  aflembled. 

2.  Eticutive  power  in  the  king  and  the  council 
of  inipediion.     And, 

3.  Judicial  power  in  jurifdi^ons  exiHtng,  oi 
to  be  eftabliihed. 

Art.  VL  The  diet,  or  the  legtflative  power.-^ 
The  diet,  or  the  aflembly  of  flates,  fliall  be  di- 
tided  into  two  houies,  the  houfe  of  nuncios,  or 
deputies,  and  the  houfe  of  fcnate,  where  the 
king  is  to  prelide.  The  fmmer^  being  the  re- 
presentative and  central  point  of  fupreme  na- 
tional authority,  ihall  pofiefs  the  pre-eminence' 
in  the  legiflature;  therefore  all  bills  arc  to  be  de^ 
cided  firfi  in  this  houfe. 

I.  All  general  lawsy  conflitutional,  civil,  cri- 
minal, and  perpetual  taxes;  concerning  which 
matters,  the  king  is  to  ifTue  his  propoiitions  by 
the  circular  letters  fent  before  the  dietines  to 

every 
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*very  palatinate  and  to  every  ^iihi&  for  delibe- 
ration,  which  coming  before  the  houfe  with  the  , 
opinion  cxpreffed  in  the  inftixicftions  given  to 
their  reprefentatives^  ihall  be  taken  the  firii  for 
decifioD« 

2.  Particular  kws:  temporal  taxes ;  regulationi^ 
of  the  mint^  contea6Hng  public  debts;  creating 
nobles,  and  other  cafual  recompences;  rtpara* 
tion  of  public  expences,  both  ordinary  and  ex- 
traordinary; concerning  war ;  peace;  ratification 
of  treaties,  political  and  commercial ;  all  diplo- 
matic adls  and  conventions  relative  to  the  laws  of 
nations ;  examining  and  acquitting  different  exe* 
cutive  diepartments^  and  iimilar  fubje6Vs  arifin^ 
from  the  accidental  ^exigences  and  drcumfianceS 
of  the  ftate ;  in  which  the  propofitions,  ccManing 
diredly  from  the  throne  into  the  houfe  of  nun^ 
cios^  are  to  have  prdkrence  in  difcuflion  before 
Ifae  private  bills.* 

In  regard  to  the  houfe  of  fenate^  it  is  to  conlifl: 
of  biihops,  palatines^  caAellans,  and  .miniiiers^ 
under  the  prefidency  of  the  king,  wha  ihall 
have  but  one  vote,  and  the  cafting  vote,  Jn  cafe 
of  parity,  which  he-may  give  either  perfonally 
or  by  a  meilage  to  the  houie*  Its  power  and 
duty  fhall  be, 

!•  Every  general  law  that  paffes  formally 
through  the  houfe  (rf  nuncios  is  to  be  fent  ij»- 
mediately  to  this,  which  is  either  accepted^  or 
fufpended  till  farther  national  deliberation.  It 
accepted,  it  becomes  t  law  in  all  its  force ;  if 
fufpended,  "it  Iball  be  refumed  at  the  next  diest ; 
and,  if  it  is  then  agreed  to  again  by*  tlic 
houfe  of  nuncios,  the  feilate  mull  fubmit  to 
it. 

2.    Every  particttlar   laWy    as  foon  as    it  has 

been  determined  by  the  houfe  of  nuncio3>  and 

4  fent 
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fent  up  to  the  fenate,  the  votes  of  both  houfe^ 
Ihall  be  jointly  computed,  and  the  nnajority,  as 
defcribed  by  law,  Ihall  be  confidered  as  a  decree 
and  the  will  of  the  nation* 

Thofe  fenators  and  minifters  who,  from  theii* 
ihare  in  executive  power,  are  accountable  to  the 
republic,  cannot  have  an  active  voice  in  the  diet^ 
but  may  be  prefent  in  order  ^to  give  neceffary  ex- 
planations to  the  fiates. 

Thefe  ordinary  legiflative  diets  Ihall  have  their 
uninterrupted  exiftence,  and  be  always  reatfy  to 
meet;  renewable  everjr  two  years.  The  length 
of  feflions  Ihall  be  determined  by  the  law  con- 
cerning diets.  If  convened  out  of  ordinary  fef- 
fion,  upon  fome  urgent  occafion,  they  Ihall  only 
deliberate  on  the  fubjeft  which  occafioned  fuch  a 
call,  or  on  circumftances  which  may  arife  out  of 
it. 

The  law  concerning  the  dietines,  or  primary 
de6lions,  as  eftablilhed  by  the  prefent  diet,  ihall 
be  regarded  as  a  moft  eflential  foundation  of  ci- 
vil liberty. 

The  majority  of  votes  fhall  decide  every  things 
and  every  where ;  therefore  we  aboliih  and  ut- 
terly annihilate,  all  forts  of  confederacies,  and 
confederate  diets,  as  ruinous  to  fociety. 

Willing  to  prevent,  on  one  hand,  violent  and 
frequent  changes  in  the  national  conftitution, 
yet,  confidering  on  the  other,  the  neceflity  of 
perfeAing  it,  after  experiencing  its  efFe^ls  on 
public  profperity,  we  determine  the  period  of 
every  twenty-five  years  for  an  extraordinary  conJH^ 
tutional  diet,  to  be  held  purpofely  for  the  revifion 
and  fuch  alterations  of  the  conilitution  as  may  ber 
found  requifite. 

Art.  VII.  The  king,  or  executive  power.— 
The  moil  perfect  government  cannot  exifi  with^ 

out 
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out  an  efFe<Slual  executive  power.  Experience 
has  taught  us  that  the  neglecting  this  elfential 
part  of  government  has  overwhelmed  Poland  with 
difafiers. 

Having,  therefore,  fecured  to  the  free  Polifli 
'  nation  the  right  of  ena6ling  laws  for  themfclves, 
the  liipreme  infpe6lion  over  the  executive  power, 
jand  the  choice  of  their  mapiftrates,  we  intrujlto 
fJbe  king  and  his  council  the  higheji  power  of  executing 
the  laws. 

This  council  fhall  be  called ^rjz,  or  the  coun- 
cil of  infpedlion. 

The  duty  of  fuch  executive  power  Ihall  be  to 
watch  over  the  laws,  and  to  fee  them  ftriftly 
executed  according  to  their  import,  even  by  the 
means  of  public  force,  fliould  it  be  neceflary. 

The  executive  power  cannot  afliime  the  right 
of  making  laws,  or  of  their  interpretation.  It 
is  expreflly  forbidden  to  contract  public  debts ; 
to  alter  the  repartition  of  the  national  income, 
^s  fixed  by  the  diet ;  to  declare  war ;  to  con- 
clude definitively  any  treaty,  or  any  diplomatic 
a6i: :  it  is  only  allowed  to  carry  on  negociations 
with  foreign  courts  and  facilitate  temporary  oc- 
currences, always  with  reference  to  the  diet. 

The  crown  of  Poland  we  declare  to  be  elec^ 
tiv€,  in  regard  to  families,  and  it  is  fettled  fo  for 
ever. 

Having  experienced  the  fatal  efFeds  of  inter^ 
regndy  periodically  fubverting  government,  and 
being  defirous  of  preventing  for  ever  all  foreign 
influence,  as  well  as  of  infuring  to  every  citizen 
a  perfe6l  tranquillity,  we  have,  from  prudent 
motives,  refolved  to  adopt  hereditary  fucceffion  to 
our  throne :  therefore  we  ena6l  and  declare,  that, 
jjfter  the  expiration  of  our  life,  according  to  the 

gracious 
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gracious  will  of  the  Almighty,  the  prcfent  elcc-* 
tor  of  Saxony  fliall  reign  over  Poland. 

The  dynafty  of  ftiture  kings  of  Poland  Ihall 
begin  in  the  perfon  of  Frederic  Auguftus,  elc6lor 
of  Saxony,  with  the  right  of  inheritance  to  the 
crown  to  his  male  defcendants.  The  eldefl  fon 
of  the  reigning  King  is  to  fucceed  his  fethcr ; 
and,  in  cafe  the  prefent  eledor  of  Saxony  haa 
no  male  iflue,  a  huflband  chofen  by  him  (with 
the  confcnt  and  approbation  of  the  republic)  for 
liis  daughter,  fhaU  begin  the  faid  dynafty. 
Hence  we  declare  the  Princefs  Mary  Augufta 
Nepomucena,  only  daughter  of  the  eledlor  of 
Saxony,  to  be  infanta  of  Poland.  ' 

W^  refcrve  to  the  nation,  however,  the  right 
of  elefting  to  the  throne  any  other  honfe  or  fa- 
mily, after  tlie  extincftion  of  the  firft. 

Every  king,  on  his  fucceffion  to  the  throne, 
fliall  take  a  folemn  oath  to  God  and  the  nation, 
to  fupport  the  prefent  confiitution,  to  fulfil  the 
paSla  conventa^  which  will  *be  fettled  with  the  pre- 
fent ele<^or  of  Saxony,  as  appointed  to  the 
crown,  and  which  fliall  bind  him  in  the  fame 
manner  as  former  ones. 

The  king's  perfon  is  facred  and  inviolable ;  as 
no  aA  can  proceed  immediately  from  him,  he 
cannot  be  in  any  manner  rcfponiiblc  to  the  na-* 
tion :  he  is  not  an  abfolute  monarch,  but  the  fa-» 
ther  and  the  head  of  the  people ;  his  revenues, 
as  fixed  by  the  paEta  conventa,  fliall  be  facrcdly 
preferved.  All  public  a6ls,  the  a6ls  of  magiftra- 
cieS;,  and  the  coin  of  the  kingdom,  ihall  bear 
his  name. 

The  king,  who  ought  to  pofTcfs  every  power 
of  doing  good,  fliall  have  the  right  of  pardon-^ 
ing  thofe  that  are  condemned  to  death,  except 
the  crimes  be  againft  the  Hate. 

In 
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Ifi  time  of  war  he  ihall  have  the  fupreine 
conymand  of  the  national  forces :  he  may  ap-» 
point  the  commanders  of  the  army,  however^ 
})y  the  will  of  the  ilates.  It  Ihall  be  his  province 
to  patentee  officers  in  the  army,  and  other  dig- 
iiitaries^  confonant  to  the  regulations  hereaf- 
ter to  be  expreifed^  to  appoint  biihops^  fena- 
tors^  and  miniftisrs,  ^s  members  of  the  executive 
power. 

The  king^s  council  pf  infpe6tion  is  to  conlill, 

1.  Of  the  primate,  as  the  head  of  the  clergy, 
and  the  prelidf^nt  of  the  commiflion  of  educa-> 
tion,  pr  the  fiiift  bifhop  in  ordine. 

2.  Of  five  minifters  $  the  minifler  of  police, 
minifler  of  juftice,  minifter  of  war,  minifler 
of  finances,    and  minifter  for  foreign  affairs. 

3.  Of  two  fecretaries,  tp  keep  the  protocols. 
The  hereditary  prince  coming  of  ag?  ra^y  affift 

at,  but  ihall  have  no  vote  therein. 

The  marlhal  of  the  diet,  being  chofen  for 
two  years,  has  alfo  a  right  to  fit;  for  the  end 
only  of  calling  together  the  diet,  always  exift- 
ing,  if  abfolutely  nec€;flary,  and  the  king  rc- 
fufing  to  do  it. 

The  cafes  demanding  fuch  convocation  of  the 
diet  are  the  following : 

I.  In  a  preffing  neceffity  concerning  the  law 
of  nations,  and  particularly  in  cafe  of  a  ncigh-^^ 
bpuring  war. 

}.     In  cafe  ef  an  internal  commotion. 

3.  In  an  evident  danger  of  general  famine. 

4.  In  the  orphan  fi:ate  of  the  country,  or  in 
cafe  of  the  king's  dangerous  illnefs. 

.  All  refolutions  of  the  council  of  infpcdlioa 
are  to  be -examined  by  the  rules  above-men- 
tioned. 

The 
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The  king's  opinipn,  after  that  of  every  mem^ 
ber  in  the  council  has  been  faeard>  ihall  deci- 
fively  prevail. 

Every  refolution  of  this  coancil  Ihall  be  if- 
fued  under  the  king's  lignature,  counterligned 
by  one  of  the  minifters  fitting  therein. 

Should  all  the  members  refufe  their  coun* 
terfign,  the  king  is  obliged  to  forego  his  opi- 
jiion. 

Minifters  compofing  this  council  cannot  be 
employed  at  the  fame  time  in  any  other  de- 
partment. 

If  it  Ihonld  happen  that  two-thirds  of  fe- 
cret  votes  in  both  houfes  demand  th6  changing 
of  any  perfon,  either  in  the  council,  or  any 
executive  department,  the  king  is  bound  to  no- 
minate another.     ^ 

Willing  that  the  council  of  infpedtion  fhould 
be  refponfible  to  the  nation  for  their  a<ftions, 
we  decree  thjjt,  when  accufed  of  any  tranlgrcf- 
fion  of  pofitive  law,  they  are  anfwerable  with 
their  perfons  and  fortunes. 

Such  impeachments  fhall  be  tried  immediately 
by  the  comitial  tribunal,  and  receive  final  judg- 
ment. 

In  order  to  form  a  neceffary  organization  of 
the  executive  power,  we  eftablilh  hereby  fcpa- 
late  commifiions,  conneAed  with  the  above 
councils,  and  fubjedldd  to  obey  its  ordinations. 
Thefe  commiffions  are — 1&.  of  education — 
ad.  of  police — 3d.  of  war — 4th.  of  treafury. 

Art.  VIII.  Judicial  power. — As  judicial  power 
is  incompatible  with  the  legiflative,  nor  can  be 
adminifiiered  by  the  king,  therefore  tribunals  and 
magifiratures  ought  to  be  eftabliftied  and  cleded. 
It  ought  to  have  local  exiHence,  that  every  ci-^ 

tizcn 
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tiz«rt  ihould  know-  where  to  feek  juftice,  and 
every  tranlgreffor  can  difcern  the  hand  of  na- 
tional government.     We  eilablilh^  therefore, 

1.  Primary  courts  for  each  palatinate  and 
diflri<9:,  compoied  of  judges  chofen  at  the  diet- 
ine,  which  are  always  to  be  ready  to  adminiiler 
juflice.  From  thefe  courts  appeals  ar6  allowed 
to  the  high  tribunals,  ere<ftcd  one  for  each  of 
three  provinces,  in  which  the  kingdom  is  di- 
vided. Thofe  courts,  both  primary  and  final, 
Ihall  be  for  the  equefhian  order,  and  all  pro- 
prietors of  landed  property. 

2.  We  determine  fcp»ate  courts  for  the  fi?ee 
royal  towns. 

3.  Each  province  fliall  have  a  court  of  re- 
ferendaries for  the  trial  (^  caufes  relating  to  the 
peafantry,  who  are  all  hereby  declared /r^^. 

4.  Courts,  curial  and  afleflbrial,  tribunals 
for  Courland,  and  relational,  are  hereby  con- 
firmed. 

5.  Executive  commiiCons  fliall  have  judi- 
dal  power  in  matters  relative  to  their  adminif- 
tration. 

6.  Befides  all  thefe,  there  Ihall  be  one  fu- 
preme  general  tribunal  for  all  the  dafles,  called 
a  comitial  tribunal  or  court,  compofed  of  per- 
fons  chofen  at  the  opening  of  every  diet.  This 
tribunal  is  to  try  all  the  perlbns  accufed  of  crimes 
againfl^  the  flate. 

Laftly,  we  ihall  appoint  a  committee  for  the 
forming  a  civil  and  criminal  code  of  laws,  by 
perfons  whom  the  diet  Ihall  eledl  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Art.  IX.  Regency. — The  fame  council  of  in- 
Ipedtion  is  to  compofe  the  regency,  with  the 
queen  at  their  head,   or,  in  her  abfence,  with 

C  c  the 
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the  primate  of  the  kingdom.    The  regency  majr 
take  place  only, 

I*    During  the  king's  minority. 

2.  In  cafe  of  the  king's  fettled  alienation  of 
reafon. 

3.  In  cafe  df  the  king's  bdng  Hiade  a  prifo^ 
tier  of  war. 

Minority  is  to  be  confidered  till  eighteen  years 
are  completed,  and  the  malady  muft  be  declared 
in  the  exifting  diet  by  the  plurality  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  votes  of  both  cpmbined  houfes. 

When  the  king  comes  of  age,  or  recovers  his 
health)  or  returns  from  captivity,  the  regency 
fhall  ceafe^  and  fhall  be  accountable  to  him, 
and  rdponiible  to  the  nation  in  their  perfons 
and  fortunes,  for  their  adlions  during  their  of^ 
fice. 

Art.  X.  Education  of  king's  children. — The 
king's  fons,  being  defigned  fucceflbrs  to  the 
crown,  are  the  firft  children  of  the  country. 
Thence  the  care  of  their  proper  education, 
without  encroaching,  however,  on  the  right  oif 
their  parents,  devolves  naturally  upon  the  nation. 

During  the  king's  Ufe,  the  king  himielf,  with 
the  council,  and  a  tutor  appointed  by  the  flates^ 
ihall  fuperintend  the  education  of  the  princes. 

In  time  of  a  regency,  it  ihall  be  intruded 
with  this  direction  jointly  with  the  above-meur 
tioned  tutor. 

In  both  cafes  this  tutor,  named  by  the  flates, 
is  to  make  his  report  before  each  ordinary  diet  of 
the  education  and  progress  of  the  princes. 

Art.  XI.  National  force,  or  the  army. — The 
nation  is  bound  to  preferve  its  poileiiions  againil 
invaiion ;  therefore,  all  inhabitants  are  natural 
defenders  of  their  country  and  its  liberties. 

The 
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The  army  is  only  an  extract  of  defenfive  re- 
gular force  from  the  general  mafi  of  national 
Stength. 

The  nation  owes  to  the  army  reward  and  re- 
fpe<5t,  becaufe  of  its  devoting  itfelf  wholly  fot 
the  defence  of  the  country. 

The  army  owes  to  the  nation  to  guard  the 
frontiers  againfl:  enemies,  and  to  maintain  public 
tranquillity  within.  This  national  force,  there- 
fore, fliall  be  employed  for  garrifoning  for- 
treffes,  and  affifting  the  civil  power  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law  againfl:  thofe  that  are  refrac- 
tory. 

Declaration  of  the  States  ajfemhkd. 

All  laws  and  fl:atutes,  old  and  new,  contrary 
to  the  prefent  confliitution,  ot  to  any  part  there- 
of, arc  hereby  abolilhed;  and  every  paragraph 
in  the  foregoing  articles  to  be  a  competent 
part  of  the  prefent  conftitution,  is  acknow- 
ledged. We  recommend  to  the  executive 
power  to  fee  the  council  of  infpedtion  imme- 
diately begin  its  office  under  the  eye  of  the 
diet,  and  continue  its  duties  without  the  leall 
interruption. 

We  fwear  before  God  and  the  country  to 
maintain  and  defend,  with  all  poflible  human 
'Jx>wer,  the  prefent  conftitution  ;  and  confidering 
this  oath  as  a  proof  of  real  love  of  our  country, 
we  command  all  magiflrates  ahd  troops  here 
prefent  to  take  it  immediately.  The  commiflion 
of  war  fhall  iffue  orders  to  the  refl  of  the  army 
quartered  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  the  grand 
duchy  of  Lithuania,  to  do  the  fame  within  one 
month  at  farthefl  from  the  date  of  the  prefent 
law. 

C  c  a  We 
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We  recommend  to  our  bifliops  to  appomt  one 
and  the  lame  day  of  public  thankfgiving  to  God 
Almighty  in  all  churches  over  the  kingdom;; 
alfo,  we  appoint  a  day,  N.  N.  for  the  lolema 
celebrating,  by  us  and  our  poflerity,  of  a  com-* 
memoration  anniverfary  for  the  mercies  of  the 
Suprcme  Being  ihewn  to  us  after  fo  many  public 
calamities. 

And  that  future  ages  may  know  and  feel  that 
it  is  by  the  ailiftance  of  the  Supreme  Difpofer  of 
nations  we  have  furmounted  the  greatefl  dif&cul* 
ties  and  obftacles,  and  effedled  this  happy  re- 
volution, we  decree,  that  a.  church  fliall  be: 
credled  and  confecrated  to  Divine  Providence,^ 
ki  memory  of  this  event,  and  at  the  e!q)ence  of 
ihe  ftates. 

Having  thus  iatisfied  our  general  feeling  oa 
ibis  event,  we  turn  our  attention  towards  fecur*-  . 
ing    the   £ime  conftitution,    by  declaring    and 
enabling,  that  whoever  Ihall  dare  to  oppoie  it, 
or  to  difturb  the  public  tranquillity,  cither  by 
exciting  miftruft,  or  by  pervarfe  icferpretation 
of  this  conftitution,  and  much  more,  by  forming 
infurrc<ftions  and  confederacies,  either  openly  or 
fecretly,  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  are  declared  to 
be  enemies  and  traitors  to  their  country^  and  (hall  be 
puniflied  with  the  utmoft  rigour  by  the  comitial. 
tribunal.    For  this  purpofe,  we  order  tiiis  tribu- 
nal to  fit  uninterruptedly  at  Warlaw,  proroguing 
their  feflion  from  day  to  day,  and  to  try  aH  per^ 
fons  fo  accu&d  by  any  citizen  of  property,  with 
the  affiftance  of  the  attornies  general  of  Poland 
and  Lithuania,  feiztng  all  indided  peribns  with 
the  aid  of  the  national  troops,   which  ftiall  be 
ready  to  a<St  on  the  firft  order  from  the  executive 
power,  as  they  ihall  be  directed  and  ocoaiion  may 
require. 

This 
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This  rcftoration  of  liberty  to  th^  nation  filled 
•every  mind  with  inexpreffible.  joy.  Even  thofe 
-who  on  the  3d  had  refolvcd  to  enter  into  a  pro- 
*eft,  and  publifh  their  manifeflo,  witiidrew  tneir 
oppofition.  They  declared,  "  that  by  their  in- 
ftru6lions  they  deemed  themfelves  obligated  to  it : 
but  that  the  revolution  having  been  confummated 
-with  the  apparent  applaufe  of  nearly  the  whole 
nsUion^  fully  perfuaded  of  the  patriotic  intentions 
of  the  king,  an(J  thofe  who  were  the  chief  agents 
in  bringing  about  this  great  change ;  in  fine,  per- 
ceiving, by  the  form  in  which  the  king,  tlic  . 
whole  fenate^  and  nearly  ail  the  chamber  of 
nuncios,  had  already  taken  the  oath,  that  it  did 
not  extend  the  royal  power  beyond  its  juft  bounds, 
but  on  the  contrary  guaranteed  the  fuU  and  en- 
tire liberty  of  every  individual,  by  maintaining 
the  fovereignty  of  the  nation  affemblcd  in  the 
diet ;  they  would  no  longer  impede  or  retard  by 
a  vain  r^fiftance  the  efFe6l  of  a  revolution,  com- 
menced, condu<fted,  and  accomplifhed  with  fo 
much  good  fortune;  that  tlusy  Ihould  heartily 
concur  therein;  tluit  they  fhould  congratulate 
their  country  oh  the  occafion ;  and  fliould  return 
their  moft  fincere  and  unfeigned  thanks  to  thofe 
who  had  contributed  to  the  happy  change,  cfpe- 
cially  to  the  king,  who  had  been  the  chief  author 
and  promoter  of  it/' 

The  memory  of  this  important  event  was  or- 
dered to  be  celebrated  every  year  ;  and  a  church 
to  be  conflrufted  at  the  expence  of  the  public 
treafure,  with  this  infcription,  "  To  Divine  Pro- 
vidence, in  order  to  eternize  the  remembrance  of 
a  revolution  effefted  almoft  unanimoufly,  and 
without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  drop  of  blood !" 

Oh  I  had  this  conftitution,  dictated  by  equity, 
enlightened  by  underAanding,  and  founded  ^n 

Cc3  the 
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the  imprcfcriptible  rights  of  man,  been  fuflfcred  io 
operate  its  benign  influence  unmolefled  by  the 
rutlilefs  arms  of  infatiable  ambition,  the  Polifh 
nation  might,  after  having  vegetated  fo  long  in 
obfcurity,  and  groaned  under  the  yoke  of  oppref- 
iion,  have  become  one  of  the  happieft  nations  of 
the  univerfc ! 

That,  the  king  of  Pruflia  profefled  his  fatisfac- 
tion  with  the  proceedings  of  this  diet  is  on  record 
in  the  two  following  letters : 


*tD 


,Extra£l  from  a  Difpatcb  from  the  King  of  Prussia 
to  Count  GoLTZ,  then  Chargi  des  Affaires  at 
IVarfaw^  officially  communicated  t0  the  Polijh  Diet. 

"  I  received  your  dlfpatch  of  the  3d  of  May 
1791,  with  its  accompaniment;  and  I  have 
learned,  by  the  Iq/l,  the  important  news,  that  the 
diet  of  Poland  has  juft  chofcn  and  proclaimed 
the  ele(9:or  of  Saxony  as  the  eventual  fucceflbr  to 
the  throne  of  Poland  j  and  that  it  has  aflured  the 
fucceffion  to  his  defendants ;  and,  in  default  of 
thefe,  to  the  princefs  his  daughter,  and  fuch  fu- 
ture Imfband  as  the  elector  of  Saxony  and  the 
dates  fhall  fix  upon.  After  the  lively  intcrefl: 
which  I  have  always  taken  in  the  happincfs  of  the 
republic,  and  the  confirmation  of  her  new  conftitution 
(an  intereft,  of  which  I  have  never  ceafed  Xo  give 
fuch  convincing  proofs  as  depended  on  me)  I  per- 
fectly applaud  the  deciftve  ftep  which  the  nation 
has  juft  taken,  and  which  I  regard  as  infinitely 
fuited  to  the  confolidation  of  its  happineft.  The 
news  is  the  more  agreeable  to  me,  as  I  am  at- 
tached by  bonds  of  friendfhip  to  the  virtuous 
prince,  defiined  to  form  the  happinefs  of  Poland ^  as  is 
alfo  the  houfe  of  Saxony  to  my  houfc,  by  thofe  of 
good  neighbourhood,  and  of  the  moft  happy 
union,     I  am  thence  pcrfuaded,  that  the  choice 

ojf. 
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of  the  republic  will  confirm  for  ever  the  happy 
and  clofe  intelligence  which  has  fubfifted  to  the 
prefent  moment  between  the  republic  and  myfelf ; 
and  I  charge  you  to  teftify,  in  the  mojl  exprejfive 
manner^  my  moft  fincere  felicitations  to  the  king^ 
to  the  marlhals  of  the  diet,  and  to  ali  thoje  who 
have  contributed  to  this  great  work^ 

Letter  of  the  King  of  Prussia  to  the  King  of 
Pol  AN  D, 
'*  Sir,  my  Brother, 

*'  I  have  received,  nearly  at  the  fame  moment,, 
the  two  letters,  by  which  your  majefty  is  pleafed 
to  make  known  to  me  the  important  refolution 
juft  taken,  by  the  confederated  diet  of  Poland,  for 
fixing  the  hereditary  fucccffion  of  the  throne  in 
favour  of  the  houfe  of  Saxony.  No  one  has  cer- 
tainly a  better  title  to  communicate  to  me  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  event,  than  general  count  Potocki, 
who  has  adled  in  it  fo  interefting  a  part,  and  who 
merits,  in  every  reipeft,  the  honourable  tcilimo- 
ny  which  your  majefty  bears  in  his  favour. 

**  ^ht  eager nefs  I  have  Ihewn  to  declare  ray  fenti- 
ments  on  thisfubjeS  will  convince  your  majefty, 
and  the  whole  Polifti  nation,  of  the  iptereft  I 
take  in  this  meafure.  I  am  happy  to  have  been 
able  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the  liberty  anH  in- 
dependence of  Poland,  and  one  of  my  moft  pleaf- 
ing  cares  Ihall  be  to  maintain  and  ftrengthen  the 
ties  which  unite  us.  I  cannot  but  in  particular 
applaud  the  choice  made  of  a  prince  whole  vir- 
tues  render  him  fo  worthy  of  the  throne  which 
awaits  him.  I  hope,  however,  that  moment 
is  ftill  diftant^  and  that  your  majefty  will,  for  a 
long  feries  of  years,  conflitute  the  happinefs  of 
your  people.  Thefe  wiihes  are  not  Ids  fincere 
C  c  4  than 
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than  is  the  attachment  which  I  have  profefled^ 
and  with  which  I  ihall  ever  r^otiain^ 
Sir,  my  Brother, 

Your  Majefty's  good  Brother, 
Fredbrick-William." 
Berlin^  May  23,  1791. 

Enemies  to  the  king  of  Poland  have  fcrutinizcd 
his  conduft  in  and  after  this  affair  with  prejudice, 
and  reprobated  it  with  virulence.  A  very  candid 
.inquiry  into  it  has,  however,  been  made  by  the 
anon3rmous  author  of  "  An  Authentic  Narrative 
of  Fa6ls,  relative  to  the  late  Difmemberment  of 
Poland,"  from  which  we  fhall  beg  his  permiffion 
to  extradl  fome  paffages  : 
.  "  His  majefly  did  nothing  on  the  3d  of  May, 
but  what  his  duty  obliged  him  to  do;  and  a 
llronger  proof  cannot  be  adduced  of  the  general 
good  being  his  ultimate  object,  than  his  refufing 
his  confent  to  the  aggrandifcment  of  his  own  fe» 
mily.  In  this  place,  the  following  qiieftions  may 
not  be  inappofite.  Firft,  if,  independent  of  every 
confideration  relative  to  the  fucceffion,  the  form 
of  government  was  good  in  it/elf?  Secondly,  if 
it  met  with  the  general  ap])robation  of  the  Polifh 
republic?  And  laflly,  if  it  contained  any  thing 
in  its  frame  menacing  to  the  caufe  of  liberty  ? 
Thefe  queftions  are  fully'  anfwcrcd  by  the  warm 
cncoraiurtis  that  all  the  nations  and  all  the  courts 
in  Europe  ^ne  only  excepted)  beftowed  on  the 
new  conftitution  ;  and  as  a  proof  that  tlie  Poles 
themfelves  faw  in  it  no  caufe  of  alarm  for  their 
liberties,  it  received  the  praife  and  approbation  of 
all  the  provincial  affemblies  in  the  kingdom, 
without  a  lingle  exception;  and  a  majority  of 
thefe  affemblies  even  bound  themfelves  by  oatlis 

to 
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to  its  obfervance,  uniniluenced  either  by  gifts, 
promifes,  or  folicitations ;  and  all  unanimouily 
enjoined  their  reprcfentatives  to  Ihew  their  grati- 
tude in  the  raoft  folemn  manner  to  the  king,  by 
univerfally  conferring  on  him  the  title  of  the  Be- 
nevolent Fatlier  of  hi«  Country. 

^'  If  it  were  our  obje6l  here,  to  examine  the 
whole  fyftem  of  this  conftitution  article  by  article, 
it  would  evidently  appear,  that  in  the  two  nations 
Univerfally  allowed  to  enjoy  the  freeft  and  mofl: 
.  perfeft  forms  of  government,  I  mean  the  Englilh 
and  the  North  Americans,  the  king  of  England 
and  the  officer  who  without  the  name  difchargcs 
the  fundions  of  a  king  in  America,  both  poflels  an 
executive  power  of  more  force  and  extent  than 
that  which  was  conferred  on  the  king  of  Poland 
by  the  Conftitutional  Aft  of  the  3d  of  May  1 791- 
Nay,  more,  whoever  will  take  the  trouble  of 
comparing  the  power  which  the  permanent  coun- 
cil poffeffed  from  the  year  1766  to  1788',  with 
thofe  which  were  entrufted  to  the  council  of  fu* 
perintcndance    of    1791,    will  obferve  in    how 
many    articles  the  authority  of  the  former  has 
exceeded  that  of  Ihe  latter ;  and  likewife  with  this 
additional  diilindlion,  that  the  nation,  has  referved 
to  itfelf  the  power  Of  altering  or  corrcfting  the 
form  of  government  eftablilhedin  1791  ;  whereas 
that  of  1775  was  fubmitted  to  the  controul  and 
prote6tion  of  a  foreign  power  under  the  charac- 
ter of  a  guarantee.     If  it  Ihould  be  faid,  that  a 
king  endowed  with  forefight  fhould  haveafted 
from  more  extended  views,  and  Ihould  have  re- 
flected, that  remote  advantages,  which  were  the 
objefts  of  the  new  conftitution,  bade  fair  to  be 
'  produftive  of  immediate  calamities  ;  his  majefty 
might  anfwer  this  objedlion  by  referring  to  his 
harangue  of  the  6th  of  Odobcr  1788,  (as  well 

as 
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as  to  many  fubiequent  ones)  in  which  heer- 
prefled  himfelf  as  follows  :  *^  Let  us  retain^  if 

C>ffible,  the  iriendfhip  of  all  our  neighbours; 
t  us  pay  a  due  homage  to  the  peribnal  qualities 
cf  all  the  fovereigns^  that  at  this  time  throw  a 
lufire  on  the  thrones  they  occupy.     Yet  it  rouft 
be  allowed,  that  every  nation  has  an  intered  to 
purfue  peculiar  to  its  lituation  and  circumftances. 
1  loudly  and  unequivocally  affert,  that  there  is  no* 
power  whole  true  interefts  run  left  in  oppoiition 
to  ours,  than  thofc  of  Ruffia.     I  recal  to  the  re- 
membrance of  the  nation,  that  it  is  to  Ruflia  we 
owe  the  recovery,  at  leafl,  of  feveral  diftri6ls  of 
om*  country  of  which  other  powers  had  aflumed 
the  occupancy.     I  remind  them,  that  with  relpeft 
to  commercial  arrangements,  Ruffia  preients  the 
moft  favourable  profpedts.     And  I  can  fay  too, 
that  Ruflia  not  only  makes  no  oppoiition  tq  the 
defign,  but  abfolutcly  applauds  our  intention  of 
augmenting  the  army.     It  will  follow  then,  that 
lb  far  firom  giving  any  caufe  of  provocation  to 
this  power,  by  Ihewing  an  ill  difpolition  towards 
it,  the  acquilition  of   its  friendlhip  ihouid  be 
among  our  moil  delirable   objedts ;  and   I   am 
coiwinced,   that  when  the  emprels  i.<>  iatistied 
of  oar  amicable  difpolition  towards  her,  we  fhall 
be  enabled  to  acx^omplilh  our  interior  ameliora- 
tions with  more  certainty  and  facility;  and  on 
the  contrary,  we  ihall  raife  obftacles  to  our  views 
in  proportion  as  we  may  afford  to  that  magni- 
mous  princefs  any  caufes  for  difTatisfadtion." 

"  If  thefe  predi6Vions  of  the  king  failed  in  pro- 
ducing a  due  effc&j  and  if  to  that  inattention 
may  be  afcribed  many  of  the  preicnt  misfortunes 
of  the  country,  to  whom  is  the  blame  imputable  ? 
To  whom,  but  to  tliofc  who  ftrained  every  nerve 
to  excite  the  public  as  well  againfl  tlie  guarantee 

as 
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as  againft  the  laws  of  1775,  lb  far  as  to  reprefent 
the  king  as  having  views  hoftile  to  his  country, 
and  as  being  a  juft  objeft  of  fulpicion  and  dif- 
truft  ;  to  thofe,  I  repeat,  who  at  that  diet,  under 
the  afFeftation  of  thefe  fufpicions,  deprived  his 
majefty  of  many  of  his  prerogatives ;  and  for  no 
other  reafon,  but  becaule  he  had  the  forefight  to 
refill  their  violence;  and  above  all,  becaufe  he 
exerted  himfelf  to  counteraft  thofe  fallies  of  an- 
ger and  difcontent,  in  which  they  indulged  them- 
felves  againft  that  very  power,  under  whofe  pro- 
teftion  they  now  accufe  the  king  on  two  points, 
of  which  they  themfelves  were  the  moft  ardent 

})romoter8.  One  man  in  particular  *  often  and 
oudly  called  on  the  king  to  undertake  an  ofFeii- 
five  war  againft  Ruflia,  and  pledged  himfelf  to 
hold  his  majefifsftirrup  whenever  he  Jloould  mount  his 
horfe  to  carry  that  war  into  execution.  And  yet  it  is 
under  the  proteAion  of  the  hoftile  armies  of  Ruf- 
fia,  that  this  fame  man  has  returned  again  to  Po- 
land. The  fpeech  above  quoted,  is  a  fufficient 
proof  that  the  king  confidered  a  connedlion  with 
Ruffia  as  moft  beneficial  to  his  country.  His 
difcourfe  on  the  15th  of  March  1790  is  a  clear 
evidence  how  little  he  was  inclined  to  enter  into 
new  engagements,  and  how  much  he  exerted 
himfelf  to  retard  the  determination  of  the  diet. 
It  is  not  then  to  be  afcribed  to  him^  if  the  diet  on 
that  day  unanimoitfly  refolvcd  to  decree  a  new 
alliance ;  but  as  his  majefty  neither  could,  noi^ 
ought  to  put  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  the  univer- 
fal  will  of  the  aflcmbly,  his  regard  for  the  laws, 
and  his  ftridt  attention  to  an  upright  conduft  con- 
vinced him,  that  he  was  bound  not  to  deviate 
from  the  line  which  Irnd  been  traced  out  for  his 

•  Suchorzewflwi, 
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future  courfc.  It  is^  neccflary  to  remark  in  this 
place,  that  the  court  of  Berlin,  in  teftifying  its  de- 
lire  for  an  alliance  with  Poland,  urged,  as  a  pre- 
liminary condition,  that  a  new  form  of  govern- 
ment fliould  be  eftabliflied,  whole  duration  and 
ftabilit^  might  be  relied  on.  The  authentic 
proofs  of  this  intimation,  and  of  the  court  of 
Berlin  s  approving  the  plan,  are  too  well  known 
to  be  here  inlifted  on.  As  foon  as  the  new  fyf- 
tem  took  place,  the  fpirit  which  actuated  it,  be- 
ing that  of  the  fupport  of  peace,  and  of  refirain- 
ihg  itfelf  within  its  own  limits,  without  har- 
bouring the  fmalleft  hoftile  intention  towards  any 
foreign  power,  called  on  'government  to  declare 
in  the  mofl  folemn  and  prompt  manner  to  the 
neighbouring  potentates  (and  particularly  to  thofe 
whofe  alliances  with  Poland  were  of  aiveient 
date)  the  true  objedl  of  the  law  of  the  3d  of 
May.  And  if  this  notification  did  not  take  place, 
the  omiflion  with  great  reafon  might  have  been 
imputed  to  the  king,  if  he  was  not  juftified  by 
the  following  fadt ;  that  identical  «//y,  who  urged 
his  advice  and  his  fervices  with  fo  much  importu- 
nity, by  conftantly  repeating,  that  the  emancipa- 
tion of  Poland  frogi  foreign  dependence  was  due 
only  to  his  interpofition,  that  vety  ally,  I  fay, 
twice  prevented  the  king  from  carrying  thisdefign 
into  execution.  **  This  is  not  the  time/'  faid 
this  ally,  '*  to  notify  your  plan  to  the  neighbour- 
ing powers ;  and  it  was  lefs  neccflary,  as  I  my- 
felf  have  pafled  a  panegyric  on  the  law  of  the  3d 
of  May,  and  have  offered  my  congratulations  on 
it,  both  to  the  Polifh  nation,  and  to  the  eledlor 
of  Saxony ;  and  from  the  benefits  which  I  have 
been  the  means  of  conveying  to  the  kingdom,  I 
have  a  right  to  expedl,  that  my  advice  ihould 
have  its  proper  weight." 

4  ^^  Impartial 
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"  Impartial  judges  muft  determine,  how  far  th€ 
king  of  Poland,  under  thefe  circumftances,  had  it 
in  his  power  to  aft  in  diredl  oppolition  to  the 
mode  of  condu6l  prefcribed  by  this  ally  at  a  time 
when  the  republic  placed  implicit  confidence  in 
him,  intimating  at  the  iame  time  {ome  doubts 
left  his  Polilh  majefty,  from  motives  of  perfonat 
inclination  and  gratitude,   fhould  be  rather  too 
much  biailed  in  favour  of  ancient  conneftions^ 
It  has  been  often  objefted  to  the  king,  that  by  the 
conftitution  of  the  3d  of  May,  he  had  in  con- 
templation to  annihilate  the  pre-eminence  and 
fplendour  of  the  Polilh  nobility^  and  that  from 
this  ^proceeding  he  had  to  expedt  the  general  re- 
fentment  of  this  order ;  but  can  there  be  a  more 
iatisfa6lOTy  anfwer  to  ^his  objeftion  than  that  all 
the  provincial  afTembhes,  (which  are  uniformly 
compofed  of  nobility) .  without  one  exception^ 
cxprefled  their  gratitude  to  the  king  for  the  a<5t  ? 
and  that  this  fame  nobility,  in  Ihewing  a  favour- 
able difpofitton  towards  the  clafe  of  burghers,  have 
lignified  their  conviction  that  confequences  the 
moft  beneficial  tatheftate  at  large,  were  the  natural 
refult  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  this  latter 
order  of  fociety.     It  is  neither  to  be  imputed  to 
the  king  nor  to  the  diet,  that  precifely  at  this  time 
the  French  Revolutionifts  adted  on  principles  di- 
rc6tly  oppofite  to  thofe  attempted  to  be  eftablifh- 
ed  in  Poland.     In  the  latter  country  the  nobility 
in  referving  to  itfelf  the  principal  rank  and  in 
expreflly  confining  to  that  clafs  the  government 
of  the  republic,  at  the  fame  time  that  many  pri- 
vileges were  granted  to  tlie  burghers,  have  done 
nothing  more  in  this,  than  in  fome  degree  lelTen- 
ing  tlie  diftance  and  diftindlion  that  exifted  her- 
tween  themfelves  and  the  order  of  the  third  ef- 
tate ;  in  France,  on  the  contrary,  the  third  eftate 

hafi 
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has  completely  overwhelmed  the  clafe  of  nobility. 
In  Poland  the  Holy  Catholic  Religion,  honoured 
with  every  mark  of  folemnity,  and  acknowledged 
as  fuprcme,  received  a  firm  eftabliihment  by  the 
A61  of  the  54  of  May.  Nothing  more  ftrongly 
diicriminates  the  features  that  chara6leriie  the  two 
conilitutions,  than  the  different  conduA  of  France 
en  the  fubjedl  of  religion.  It  is  in  vain  then  to 
pretend  to  find  a  refemblance  between  the  fyf- 
tems  of  the  two  countries ;  this  reiemblance  has 
no  exiftence  but  in  the  imaginations  of  thofe 
whp  have  views  of  their  own  in  making  the  com- 
parifon.  It  may  likewife  be  obferved,  that  the 
king's  plan  in  favovir  of  the  burghers  was  far 
lefs  comprehenfive  than  that  unanimoufly  adopt- 
ed the  18th  of  April  1 79 1,  the  author  of  which 
was  the  man  who  was  fo  prompt  to  hold  the 
king*s  flirrup  when  he  ihould  mount  his  horie  to 
lead  the  army  of  the  republic  againil  the  Ruffian 
invaders." 

To  return  from  this  digreffion :  the  kingdom 
or  republic  of  Poland,  lately  emancipated  from 
the  tyranny  of  its  nobles,  found,  ere  it  could  en- 
joy the  advantages  of  a  happy  change,  in  its  mofl 
powerful  neighbour,  a  decided  and  mofl  invete- 
rate enemy ;  for  on  the  i8th  of  May,  the  Ruffiaa 
refident  at  Warlaw  delivered  a  hofiile  declara- 
tion to  the  diet,  which  was  immediately  followed 
by  an  invafion  of  the  Polifh  territories : 

Declaration  of  Mr.  Bulgakow,  Rujfian  Ambajfador 
at  fVarfaw. 

"  The  liberty  and  independence  of  the  illuf- 
trious  republic  of  Poland  have  at  all  times  at- 
tracted the  attention  and  concern  of  all  her 
neighbours. 

«f  Her 
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^  Her  majeily  the  cmprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
who,  together  with  this  claim  flill  unites  the 
ri^t  of  her  formal  and  pofitive  engagements 
with  the  republic,  has  endeavoured  in  a  more 
peculiar  manner  to  watch  over  the  inviolable  pre- 
fenration  of  thefe  two  precious  attributes  of  her 
political  exigence. 

"  Thefe  continual  and  generous  endeavours  of 
her  majefly,  being  the  efFeds  of  her  love  for  juf- 
tice  and  order,  as  well  as  her  afFeiSbion  and  good 
wiflxes  towards  a  nation,  whom  the  identity  of 
origin,  language,  and  fo  many  other  natural  re- 
lations with  the  nation  Ihe  reigns  over,  rendered 
dear  to  her,  did  doubtlefs  repreis  the  ambition 
and  avidity  of  thofe  rulers  who,  not  fatisfioi 
with  the  fliare  of  authority  affigned  to  them  by 
the  laws  of  the  iiate,  afpired  at  a  greater  extent 
of  power  at  the  expence  of  thefe  very  laws, 

"  With  this  intent  they  have,  on  one  hand, 
ncgleiSled  nothing  for  tiring  the  adlive  vigilance 
of  the  emprefs  over  the  integrity  of  the  rights  and 
prerogatives  of  the  illuftrious  Poli(h  nation  ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  for  defaming  the  purity  and 
xnunifieence  of  her  intentions,  and  placing  them 
on  every  occaiion  in  the  moil  odious  point  of 
view. 

"  In  this  manner  they  had  the  perfidious  dex- 
terity to  caiifc  to  be  declared,  as  a  cumbcrlbme 
and  humiliating  yoke,  the  adl  by  which  Ruffia 
guarantees  tlie  lawful  conftitution  of  this  nation ; 
whereas  the  greateft  realms,  and  among  the  reft 
the  German  empire,  far  from  rejedling  fuch  like 
guarantees,  have  confidered,  fought,  and  ai> 
cepted  them  as  the  moll  liable  foundation  of  their 
property  and  independence. 

"  Events  of  a  recent  nature  Ihew  better  than* 
all  proo&,    how   indifpenlable    and    efficacimis 
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fuch  a  giidlfantee  might  be ;  and  that  the  republic 
without  them,  after  having  been  involved  by  the 
pradlices  of  her  internal  enemies,  to  recover  her 
conftitution,  could  have  no  other  claim  on  the 
intervention  of  the  emprefs,  than  Iblely  her  friend- 
fliip  and  generofity. 

"  Meanwhile,  thofe  who  very  long  fince  medi- 
tated the  degradation  and  ruin  of  the  ancient  li- . 
berty  of  the  republic,  grew  bolder  and  bolder, 
when  part  of  the  nation  propofed  all  forts  of  per- 
xcrfe  and  erroneous  notions,  and  only  waited  for 
a  favourable  moment  to  executetheir  ruinous  de- 
iigns.  They  thought  they  would  find  it  in  the 
two  wars  by  which  Rulfia  was  attacked  at  once. 
V  About  this  time  the  diet  affembled  at  Warlaw. 
The  inftruftions  which  the  legates  had  received 
from  their  waywodlhips,  fixed  the  fame  as  a  free 
and  ordinary  diet.  All  at  once  it  was  transform* 
'cd  into  a  confederate  diet  without  any  known 
good  reafbns.  The  Aft  of  Confederation,  which 
was  made  public,  announced  the  tranfaftions  of 
the  fame.  Its  chief  objects  were  to  be,  **  The 
*^  maintenance  of  the  free  republican  govern - 
"  ment — the  maintenance  of  the  magiflrates  in 
*^  their  funftions  and  aftual  limits — and  the  pre- 
*^  fervation  of  the  property  of  citizens." 

"It  belongs  to  the  people  of  the  Polilh  nation 
themfelves,  to  judge  from  the  confequenccs  and 
refult  of  the  tranfaftions  of  this  diet,  how  far  it 
has  abufed  public  confidence  by  departing  from 
the  original  objedls  of  its  meeting,  and  adopt- 
ing others^ which  were  entirely  oppolite  to  them. 
Without  entering  upon  an  enumeration  of  all  the 
illegalities  and  violation  of  the  laws  and  immuni- 
ties of  the  republic,  which  this  confederate  diet, 
or  rather  the  faSion  prevailing  in  it,  prefumed  to 
execute,  it  will  fulfice  to 'fey,  that  after  having 
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ufufped,  mingled,  and  concentrated  in  itfelf  all 
branches  of  power,  whofe  union  in  the  hand  of 
one  individual  is  utterly  incbnfiftcnt  with  repub- 
lican principles,  has  moreover  ufurped  in  a  moft 
tyrannical  manner  each  branch  of  this  power; 
it  has  prolonged  its  duration  for  above  three 
years  and  an  half  (a  duration  of  which  tlie  Polilh 
annals  do  not  offer  a  lingle  inflance),  and  finally 
crowned  all  its  ruinous  enterprifcs  by  totally  fub- 
verting,  on  the  3d  of  May  1791,  the  edifice  of  go- 
vernment, under  which  the  republic  was  happy 
for  fo  many  years. 

**  On  that  day  this  edifice  vanifhed,  and  on  its 
ruins  arofe  a  monarchy,  which  in  its  new  laws  by 
which  it  was  thought  to  limit  it,  offers  nothing 
but  contradidlions,  incoherency  with  the  old  laws, 
an  entire  infufficiency  in  every  relpeA,  which 
leaves  not  even  to  the  Polanders  the  fhade  of  that 
liberty  and  thofe  prerogatives  of  which  they,  were 
always  fo  jealous. 

**  The  elective  throne  is  rendered  an  hereditary 
one,  and  this  law,  which  the  wifdom  of  their 
anceftors  had  di<9:ated,  and  which  forbids  to  med- 
dle during  the  life-time  of  the  king  with  the  elec- 
tion of  his  fucceffor,  was  tranfgreffed  in  as  rafh 
a  manner,  as  were  all « thofe  that  guaranteed 
the  perpetual  confiflency  of  the  republic. 

"  The  means  made  ufe  of  for  executing  thefe 
violent  a6lions  were  well  enough  calculated  to 
charadlerifc  them.  On  the  day  of  the  revolution 
the  palace  and  the  diet-hall  were  crowded  with 
the  Warfaw  mob.  Armed  perfons  were  intro- 
duced— Cannons  were  brought  from  the  arfenal, 
in  ordefito  fire  on  fuch  as  might  ehdeavour  to 
prevent  the  fuccefs  of  the  plot.  The  regiment  of 
artillery'  and  the  Lithuanian  guards  were  aflem- 
Wed  for  fupporting  the  mob.-  Their  fury  was  ex- 
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cited  agtiadd:  thofe  whofe  refinance  wafl  dreadedf. 
ISeveval  legates  who  perfevered  in  their  patriotic 
HsmiamtntB  were  tiBreatented  with  death.  When 
the  legate  of  Kalit£:h  humbly  approached  the 
throne  to  remind  the  king  of  his  tiered  oath  con- 
oerning  the  paiht  iooviniaj  that  iacred  and  indi^ 
ibluble  tie  whkh  connedta  him  with  the  nation^ 
he  was  ttxxl  under  loot  in  an  unmerciful  man-^ 
jiev,  in  fpite  of  hiis  inriolable  chara^lar  as  a  rc- 
prefentative  of  the  nation^  to  the  ihame  and  dif* 
gm:e  of  every  Polando:  wh^  ha»  not  loft  all 
fenfe  of  honour  and  liberty,  A  rcvohition  efffec- 
tuated  in  this  manner  was  deemed  by  its  promoters 
to  have  been  the  free  wifh  of  the  nation. 

^'Not  fatisfied  with  the  internal  misfortunes 
tjiey  brought  upon  their  unhappy  mother  country^ 
tiiey  alfo  endeavoored  by  all  poffible  methods  to^ 
hurt  her  abroad,  by  plunging  her  into  dif- 
cords,  which  are  likely  to  degenerate  into  a» 
open  war  with  Pruffia,  the  old  ally,  the  beft  and 
mofi  iblid  friend  of  the  republic,  and  the  Polifli 
nation. 

"  It  required  the  whole  extent  of  the  know» 
generofity  of  the  emprefs,  and  elpecially  thak 
juftice  and  penetration  by  which  flie  knows  how 
to  difcem  the  intentions  of  the  fpirit  of  party 
from  the  general  wifh  of  the  nation,  to  preven* 
her  from  fooner  refenting  the  extreme  abu&s  by 
which  fkc  has  been  continually  provoked. 

^^  A  brief  enumeration  o(  the  firing  of  faBa 
belonging  to  this  matter,  will  fet  the  truth  of  thi» 
afiertion  in  a  proper  light. 

^  At  the  Hme  of  the  declaration  of  war,  ta 
which  Ruflia  was  neeefllitated  by  the  Ottoman 
B^rte,  the  ambaifador  of  the  empreft  delivered  to 
Hkc  miniftry  of  the  rq)ublic,  which  had  then  na 
diet,  a  note,  apfNriiing  themof  the  infiantaneoua 
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ttiaf ckntg  of  tho  Ruffian  froops  thiioilgk  &e  Po- 
liih  ftates,  and  propofing  t<>  appoint  commiilioiH 
ers  in  the  palatinates  that  were  nearell  to  the 
qoarters  of  thefe  troops,  ia  order  Id  agr^e  with 
mtm  concerning  the  furniihii^  ^od  j^yfiient  oi 
the  requiiite  forage* 

'^  All  thiff  was  itsgukted  and  amicaUy  agreed 
upon  with  niutiial  fatisfadton,  though  at  tkiA 
tery  period  aniraofity  and  raacour  ieemed  al-^ 
ready  to  maoifeft  themfelves*  But  as  ibon  as  tho 
diet  waK  formed^  and  the  long  harboured  plan  of 
Subverting  the  republic  had  got  the  bettei'  of  all 
confideration  with  refped  to  th€  prefervation  ol' 
peace  within  and  without  the  kingdom,  it  wad 
iK>t  only  required  immediately  to  withd^w  th0^ 
Roffiai^  troop&  from  the  Polifh  territory,  without 
eren  excepting  the  iinall  number  of  thofe  that 
wefe  to  guard  the  magazines^  but  alfo  the  fur'* 
hilhing  them  with  provifions  wad  rendered  diffir 
cult  l>y  fiksttns  of  feveral  hnpediment^ ;  the  efla^ 
bliihing  of  new  magazine^  for  their  fupport  was 
oppoied,  and  it  was  required  that  even  the  old 
maga^ine^  ikould  be  removtid  beyotkl  the  fron«- 
tiers  of  the  republic.  On  the  fame  occafion>  the 
tiieafnry  board  made  the  unjuft  propofal,  that  on 
croffing  the  river  Dbiefter^  duties  of  exports 
ihould  be  coUed^ed  far  thefe  magazines,  which 
were  procured  at  a  coniidferable  expence,  and 
greatly  to  the  ^vantage  of  the  Polifh  citizens* 

'^  Such  a  proceeding  was,  in  fadl,  contrary  to 
tho  reciprocal  equity  which  two  neighbouring^ 
friendty  and  allied  flates  owe  one  another. 

"  Thcoppreffions  of  all  kinds  pra<Sl:ifed  upon 
the  fubjc£te  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs  were 
carried  to  fuch  a  height,  that  fcnnde  oi  theai> 
whofe  buiinefs  retained  them  011  the  territory  of 
the  republic^  and  who,  fully  pBlying  on  the  fanc*^ 
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Kty  and  inviolability  of  exifting  treaties,  and  the 
taw  of  nations,  though  carrying  their  trade  on  in 
the  quieteft  manner,  were,  notwithftanding,  moft 
malicioufly  impeached  for  having  excited  the  in- 
habitants of  the  places  to  infurredtion,.  and  were 
arrefted  and  throwii  into  prifons.  When  the 
judges^  who  were  commiflioned  to  try  thofe  peo- 
ple found  no  traces  of  the  crime  they  flood  im- 
peached for,  they  had  recourfe  to  the  torture  ta 
extort  a  confeflion ;  and  after  having*in  this  man- 
ner  forced  it  out,  thefe  hard-hearted  judges  con- 
'  demned  them  to  die,  aod  abfolutely  had  the  feri- 
tence  carried  into  execotiom  This  firil  eflay  of 
inhumamtyj  injufiice,  and  cruelty^  opened  a 
vaft  field  for  inquilitions  of  all  kindsy  by  which 
the  provinces  were  chiefly  opprefTed,  whole  inha- 
bitants confefs  the  orthodox  Greek  religion..  Tha 
bifhop  of  Przejaflaw  and  abbot  of  SIuol^  though 
an  imperial  fubjec^,  fell  a  vi6lim  to  this  perfecu* 
tion.  Notwithftanding  his  higk  ecclefiaftic  dig^ 
nity,  purity  of  manners^  and  aaflerity  of  princi'- 
ples,  he  was  accufed  of  crimes,  which  malice, 
and  the  eagernefs  of  increafing  the  once  cfFe6hi- 
ated  fermentation,  invented  upon  every  oceaiion;. 
the  prelate  was  arrefted  and  conducted  to  War- 
faw,  where  he  was  doomed  to  lafting  imprifbn- 
ment.  Even  in  the  center  of  the  metropolis,  and 
towards  the  emprefs*s  miniflers^  the  law  of  na- 
tions was  as  little  refpe6led;  for  their  chapelj^ 
which  is  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  hotel  occu- 
pied by  them  (and  the  Ruffian*  arms-being  fui^ 
pended,  clearly  proves^^  to  every  body  that  it  is  a 
privileged  place),  was  forced  by  Poufh  foldiers, 
who  ieized  upon  the  minifter  of  the  altar,  ^nd 
carried  him  before  an  incompetent  tribunal.  i>he 
£ktisfa6lion  which  the  minifter  has  demanded  6n 
this  iubje<£t>  has  been  refufed  upon  vague  and  in- 
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£gDl£[cant  pretences.  In  fliort,  not  only  the  fo- 
lemn  treaties  which  conne6J:ed  Ruffia  and  Poland 
were  violated  and  tranfgreffed  in  the  moft  impor- 
tant articles,  but  the  animofity  has  been  •carried 
io  far  as  to  fend  an  extraordinary  deputation  to 
Turkey,  then  in  open  war  with  Ruffia,  offering 
to  this  power  an  offcnfive  treaty  aimed  againli 
Ruffia.  A  fadl,  of  which  the  archives  of  the 
minifterial  correipondence  of  the  cabinet  of 
Warfaw  confain  the  documents  and  the  cleareil 
proofs. 

"  The  relpefl  due  to  the  perfon  and  the  exalt- 
ed rank  of  the  emprefs,  /was  not  obferved  in  the 
fpeeches  held  in  public  feffions  in  the  diet,  and 
this  rud'enefs,  inftead  of  being  reprimanded  as  it 
deferved,  was  even  encouraged  and  applauded  by 
the  chiefs  of  the  party  that  fubverted  the  laws 
and  conftitutipn  ot  the  republic. 

*'  The  leafl.  of  thefe  grievances,  without  men- 
tioning thofe  which  are  voluntarily  fuppreffed 
for  the  jfake  of  brevity,  would  already  juftify,  in 
the  face  of  God  and  men,  the  refolution  of  her 
majefty  to  take  lignal  vengeance.  Yet  it  is  not 
with  this  view  that  her  majefty  publifhes  this  de- 
claration of  the  iaid  grievances.  Her  innate 
equity  does  not  fuffer  her  to  confound  all  the  Po- 
lilh  nation  with  one  of  the  parties  which  has  be- 
trayed her  majefty's  confidence.  The  emprefs, 
on  the  contrary,  is  fully  convinced,  that  the 
greateft  number  had  no  Ihare  in  any  of  the  things 
attempted  againft  herfelf  and  the  republic. 

**^  For  this  very  reafon  fhe  is  willing  to  facri  * 
fice  her  juft  refentment  to  a  hope  more  compa- 
tible with  her  generous  and  pacific  fentiments,  of 
feeing  all  thofe  grievances  remedied  by  means 
of  a  new  diet,  which  Ihall  more  ftri6tly  adhere 
to  the  orders  of  their  fuperiors,  and  the  immut* 
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able  fiindamentel  htvfs  of  the  ftate,  than  the  pie* 
fent  exifting  diet,  which  has  tre(pafled  upon  them 
nU  in  the  moft  manifeft  manner,  and  marked  all 
their  traniadliong,  in  opposition  to  thofe  laws, 
with  the  ftamp  of  their  own  illegality. 

'^  But  fhould  her  majefiy  refufe  to  liften  to  the 
voice  of  her  own  refentment,  (he  cannot  be 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  claims  made  to  her  by  a 
great  number  of  Polanders,  among  whom  are 
Several  who  are  as  illuftrious  by  birth  and  rank  in 
the  republic,  as  they  are  by  their  patriotic  virtue! 
and  ability  for  ferving  the  ftate. 

^^  Animated  by  a  pure  and  praife-worthy  £eal 
for  the  wdfare  of  their  country,  and  the  recovery 
of  its  former  liberty  and  independence,  they 
have  united  themfelves  for  the  puqxjfe  of  forming 
a  lawful  confederation,  as  the  only  efFeftual  remedy 
for  the  misfortunes  which  the  illegal  confederation 
and  ufurpations  at  Warfawhavecaufed  to  the  na- 
tion. 

**  With  thefe  fentiments  they  have  claimed  the 
fupportand  ailiflance  of  the  emprefs,  who  did 
not  hefitate  to  aflure  them  of  both,  being  guided 
on  her  part  by  her  friendly  and  amicable  difpofi- 
tions  in  fevour  of  the  republic,  and  her  defire  of 
flricftly  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  her  treaties. 

"  In  order  to  fulfil  her  promife,  the  emprefa 
has  ordered  part  of  her  troops  to  enter  the  territory . 
<ff  the  republic.  They  fhew  thcmlelves  there  as 
friends,  and^or  co-operating  in  tke  re-eflabltjlynient  of 
the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  republic.  All  fuch 
as  (hall  receive  them  under  this  title,  will,  befidcs 
a  perfeA  oblivion  of  what  is  paft,  receive  every 
protedlion  and  fecurity  for  their  pcrfons  and  pro- 
perty. Her  majcfty  hopes,  that  all  good  Poland- 
ers,  who  truly  love  their  native  country,  will 
inow  how  to  value  the  intentions  of  her  impe- 
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benefit  that  they  Inould  co-operate,  with  all  their 
heart  and  foul,  in  the  generous  endeavours  which 
her  majefly.  is  to  employ  in  conjun<9:iori  with  all 
true  patriots,  for  reftoring  to  the  republic  liberty 
and  laws,  of  which  it  has  been  deprived  by  the 
pretended  conftitution  of  the  5d  of  May,  If 
there  ihould  be  any  who  harbour  any  fcruplc 
concerning  the  oath  which  they  have  been  led  to 
take  from  error,  or  which  they  were  compelled 
to  by  force  and .  fedu6Hon,  fuch  may  confider 
that  that  is  die  only  true  and  facred  oath  by 
which  they  engaged  to  maintain  and  defend  the 
free  and  republican  government  under  which  they 
were  bom ;  and  that  the  renewal  of  this  former 
oath  is  the  only  means  of  repairing  the  perjury 
of  which  they  have  been  guilty  in  taking  the 
new  oath.  Yet  if  there  are  any  found  who, 
perfevering  in  a  perverfe  way  of  thinking,  ihould 
oppofe  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  cmprcfs, 
and  the  patriotic  wiflies  of  their  fellow-citifcens, 
they  may  thank  themfelves  if  they  meet  with  tlie 
treatment  they  deferve ;  the  more  fo,  as  they  had 
it  iii  their  power  to  fecure  themfelves  by  a  fincere 
abjuration  of  their  errors, 

"  The  extraordinary  ambaflador  and  minifter 
plenipotentiary  has  orders  to  notify  thefe  refolu- 
tions  of  her  majefty  the  emprefs,  and  alfo  to  pub  • 
lifh  her  juft  motives ;  he  is,  moreover,  to  invite 
the  illujftrious  Polilh  nation  to  place  an  unlimited 
coniSdence  in  the  generofity  and  difintereftedneis 
which  induce  her  to  take  this  ftep,  and  which 
make  her  moft  ardently  defire  that  the  republic, 
by  means  of  a  prudent  balance  of  the  different 
powers,  which  forms  the  fafeft  means  of  fecuring 
both  her  internal  tranquillity  and  her  good  un- 
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derilanding  with  her  neighbours,  fliould  recover 
the  folid  bafis  of  its  true  welfare. 
Given  at  Warfaw,  May  7-18,  1792. 

(Signed) 

D.  Von  Bulgakow.** 

On  the  aift  the  king  of  Poland  laid  this  de- 
claration before  the  diet,  and  as  foon  as  it  was 
read,  this  truly  patriotic  prince  obferved  to  the 
deputies,  that  the  defign  of  the  emprefs  was  evi- 
dently to  annihilate  the  diet  and  overturn  tlie 
conftitution :  he  prefled  the  neceffity  of  employ- 
ing means  for  the  defence"  of  the  country ;  theie 
were  two-fold :  tlie  firlt,  he  faid,  confifted  in  the 
exercife  of  all  that  courage  and  refolution  might 
inipire,  and  that  whatever  in  this  refpecl  the  diet 
Ihould  determine,  he  fhould  not  only  approve, 
but  encounter  every  danger  to  execute :  the  fe- 
cond,  in  negociation.  "  For  this  purpofe,"  con- 
tinued his  majefly,  "  we  fhould  apply  to  our  ally 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  who,  from  the  beginning  of' 
the  prefent  diet,  has  concurred  in  our  delibera- 
tions, efpecially  in  thofe  which  tended  to  libe- 
rate us  from  the  guarantee  of  Ruflia,  in  remov- 
ing the  Ruffian  magazines  and  troops  from  our 
territories,  and  in  our  embafly  to  the  Ottoman 
Porte;  but,  above  all,  in  our  forming  a  govern- 
ment on  whofe  bafis  he  could  build  an  alliance 
with  us,  whereby  he  folemnly  engaged  himfclf  to 
ufe,  firft,  his  own  good  offices,  and,  in  cale  of  their 
failing,  to  affift  us  effiscStually  with  fufficient  forces 
to  maintain  our  independence  and  pofleffious*. 
Both  thefe  objefts  are  effijntially  attacked  by  the 
declaration  before  you,  which  treats  as  crimes 
and  tranfgreffions  thofe  very  acts  that  pafled  in 

*  See  the  note  in  p.  412,  413. 

perfeft 
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perfc<9:  underfianding  with,  and  with  the  unani* 
mous  concurrence  of^  the  king  of  Pruffia/* 

In  this  fpeech  the  king  of  Poland  alfo  recom- 
mended calling  upon  the  afiifiance  of  the  king  of 
Hungary  and  the  cledor  of  Saxony,  and  con- 
cludes with,  exhorting  the  diet  to  vigorous  prepa- 
rations for  defence,  fliould  negociation  £uL 

The  next  day  the  diet  addrefled  the  king  with 
thanks  for  his  paternal  and  patriotic  fpeech,  and, 
by  a  decree,  invefted  him  with  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  armies  of  the  republic;  it  was  alio 
followed  by  another,  fetting  forth,  that  every  de- 
vaftation,  damage,  or  diminution  of  property, 
occafioned  to  individuals  by  the  march  or  inva- 
lion  of  foreign  troops,  Ihould  be  indemnified  by 
a  fraternal  contribution  of  the  whole  nation. 

While  the  king  and  diet  were  thus  confidering 
how  to  deprecate  or  refift  the  calamities  of  war, 
a  body  of  Rullian  troops  penetrated  into  the 
territory  of  the  republic,  near  Mohilow,  in  Po- 
dolia,  under  the  command  of  general  Rochow- 
Iki ;  fome  other  corps,  at  the  &me  time,  palTed 
the  eaftern  frontiers  at  different  places.  To  op- 
pofe  this  formidable  invalion,  prince  Poniatow- 
Iki,  coUefting  haftily  a  fmall  body  of  forces, 
marched  toward  the  enemy,  and  on  the  24th  of 
May  encamped  at  Tyurew. 

The  diet,  after  making  every  practicable  pro- 
vilion  for  the  exigences  of  the  Hate,  and  com- 
mitting the  efitire  condudl  of  the  war  to  the 
king,  was  prorogued  on  the  31ft  of  May:  pre- 
vious to  this,  the  following  addrefs  from  the  king 
to  the  army  was  publilhed  at  Warfaw : 

Mdrefs 


J 
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AMftfi  f>f  the  King  to  the  Artny. 

"  By  virtue  of  the  coniHtution  enadled  aad 
March  17929  the  fapreme  and  general  com* 
mand  of  all  the  forces  of  the  rqiublic  is  entrufied 
to  us.  Thus  the  defence  of  our  dear  country  is 
confided  to  Us  and  to  You.  The  enemy  that 
invades  it  is  well  known  to  every  Polander.  So 
many  injuries,  misfortunes,  and  humiliations, 
heaped  upon  us  by  Ruffia,  call  on  God  and  your 
courage  for  vengeance.  The  war  is  no  fooncr 
dedaml  than  begun,  without  Jhe  leaft  juftifiable 
motive.  Some  degenerate  Poles,  rebels  to  dieir 
country,  have  lent  a  pretext  for  it.  They  wiih, 
with  fordgn  aid,  to  reilois  the  ancient  anarchy, 
fiibje&ion,  and  iniignificance,  which  your  king, 
at  the  h^d  of  a  virtuous  diet^  has  luckily  ba* 
^niflied  from  the  Polifli  territories*  Brave  coun«» 
trymen  1  we  are  now  ^called  upon  to  maintain 
our  pofleffions,  our  honour,  and  our  liberties, 
to  defexul  our  brethren,  to  revenge  fo  many 
wrongs,  which  we  and  our  forefethers  have  fuf-» 
fered,  and  to  prot^  the  honour  of  your  king, 
who  confecrates,  with  pleafure  and  fincerity, 
the  remnant  of  his  old  age  to  his  country.  The 
nation  longed  to  have  a  refpedlable  army,  but 
anarchy  and  foreign  influence  always  oppofed 
it:  at  lafl:,  by  cheerful  offers,  it  is  raifcd  to 
have  in  you  its  defenders,  the  improvement  of 
whofe  condition  was  not  forgotten  by  tlie  pre- 
fent  government.  It  was  proper  to  add  regular 
rity  and  difcipline,  common  and  necelTary  in  all . 
armies,  to  the  courage  of  Poles,  which,  though 
they  may  feem  new  to  you,  are  not  the  lefs  re-r 
quifite  for  the  ftrength,  order,  and  glory  of  the 

army^ 
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Army.  To  execute  thofe  regulations  fliall  be  the 
duty  of  your  Gommander,  and  to  obey  them 
ought  to  be  your  ambition  t  we  all  mufl:  obey 
the  laws,  and  you  thofe  who  execute  them.  The 
army  we  have  oppofed  to  us  owes  its  ftrength  to 
9  blind  obedience  and  fubmiffion  to  orders.  En- 
deavour to  furpafs  it  even  in  this,  and  then  nei- 
ther its  numbers  nor  its  bravery  will  be  able  to 
intimidate  the  Poles.  It  is  true,  Ruffian  troops 
have  been  accuftomed  to  defpife  the  Polifli  foU 
diers,  but  you  have  now  an  open  field  to  de-^ 
fqrve  a  more  honourable  opinion  in  future. 
Your  country,  for  whofe  independence  we  arc 
going  to  fignt ;  your  king,  whofe  Heps  are  di- 
Tci&cd  by  juftice,  Ihall  value  and  reward  your 
merit  and  valour :  you  may  be  fure  of  being  am-t 
ply  repaid  for  the  hazard  of  your  lives,  by  the 
gratitude  of  your  countrymen,  by  the  acqqifition 
of  glory,  and  by  the  hands  of  your  king. 

*^  Therefore,  as  your  king  and  commander, 
we  recommend  to  you  moft  camcftly  to  unite 
good  condudl  to  obedience,  fortitude  to  courage, 
and  love  of  your  country  to  loyalty, 

^^  Wc  recommend  to  the  commanding  officers 
vigilance  and  attention,  exemplary  temperance 
^ml  courage,  vigour  and  juflice,  on  every  oo- 
cafion. 

*^  The  army  of  a  free  nation  thus  qualified, 
with  a  good  caufe  on  their  fide,  cannot  fail  to 
find  their  fupport  in  the  powerfiil  arm  of  the 
Omnipotent.  You  ferve  for  honour — let  it  be 
your  guide :  the  honour  of  a  Polilh  foldier  is  of 
the  highefi:  importance,  becauie  it  is  a  pledge  of 
his  allegiance  to  his  country,  to  which  he  owes 

"  Do  not  fufFer  a  traitor  among  you  (ihould 
gny  unfortunately  be  found),  and  the  &fety  of 

your 
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your  country  will  be  your  own  work.  In  eveiy 
danger  remember  and  think  of  your  dear  coun* 
try ;  our  life  is  the  leaft  thing  we  can  offer  her. 
Your  conunon  fether,  your  king,  and  your  com- 
mander, gives  you  for  ever  this  word  of  com- 
mand— Children!  Let  us  either  live  free  and  re^ 
fpeSledj  or  die  with  honour. 

Given  at  Warfaw,  May  a^th,  the  aSth  year 
of  our  reign. 

(Signed) 

Stanislaus  Augustus,  Rex.'* 

The  degenerate  Poles  alluded  to  in  this  ad- 
drefs  feemed  to  be  as  inconfiderable  in  number  as 
in  ability;  the  names  of  their  leaders,  which 
have  appeared,  aj-e  the  nobles  Potocki,  Rze- 
wulki,  and  Branicki,  to  whofe  party  none  were 
attached  but  their  immediate  dependents,  though 
it  is  probable  they  perfuaded  the  emprefs  of  Ruf- 
lia  that  numbers  would  join  tlieir  rebellious  con- 
federacy. 

While  every  warlike  preparation  that  time  or 
circumftance  permitted  was  going  forward  at 
Warfaw,  and  on  the  eaftem  frontiers,  the  king, 
by  an  official  note,  communicated  to  the  Pruf- 
fian  ambaflador  at  his  court,  the  marquis  de  Luc- 
chefini,  the  declaration  of  the  emprefs,  which 
Bulgakow  her  ambaflador  had  delivered ;  calling 
at  the  fame  time  for  the  afliftance  of  his  ally  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  in  a  prefling  manner,  purluant 
to  the  6th  article  in  the  treaty  of  alliance  be- 
tween them*.    To  this  communication  and  re- 

quifitioii 

♦  This  treaty  was  dated  March  39,  1 790,  The  6th  article 
nms  thus:—"  If  any  foreign  power  whatever  fhall,  by  virtue 
of  any  preceding  a^s  or  stipulations,  or  any  inteq[»retation  of 

themj^ 
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qaifition  his  Pruffian  xns^efiy  anfwered^  in  the 
following  letter : 

Utter  of  the  King  of  Prufia  to  the  King  of 
Poland. 

Berlin,  June  8,  1792. 
"Sir,  my  Brother, 

^^  The  grand, marfhal  of  Lithuania,  the  comte 
de  Potocki,  has'  delivered  to  me  your  majefty's 
letter,  dated  the  31  ft  of  May.  I  there  fee  with 
regret  the  embarraffment  in  which  Poland  find? 
itfelf  now  involved.  But  I  wiH  acknowledge, 
with  equal  franknels,  that,  after  alt  that  has 
pafled  for  the  laft  twelve  months,  thefe  embar- 
raftments  were  to  be  forefeen.  Your  majefly 
will  recoUecft  that,  on  more  than  one  occafion, 
the  marquis  de  Lucchelini  was  charged  to  mani- 
fcft,  not  only  to  you,  but  to  the  preponderat- 
ing members  of  the  government,  my  juft  ap- 
prehenfions  on  this  fubjeft.  From  the  moment 
that  the  general  re-eftablipment  of  tranquillity  in 
Europe  permitted  me  to  explain  tnyfdf^  and  that  the 
emprejs  of  RuJJia  had  flbewn  a  decided  oppofition 
to  the  order  of  things  eftabliihed  on  the  3d  of 
May  1791,  my  way  of  thinking  and  the  lan- 
guage of  my  minillers  tiave  never  varied  \  and  in 
obferving   with  a  tranquil  eye  the  new   confti- 

them,  afTume  the  right  of  interfering  in  the  internal  sFairs  of 
the  republic  of  Poland,  or  its  dependencies,  at  any  time,  or  in 
any  manner ;  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia  will  firlt  employ  his 
moft  efBcacious  good  offices  to  prevent  hollilities  aridng  out  of 
fuch  a  pretenfion  ;--*but  if  all  his  good  offices  Ihould  fail  of 
effect,  and  hofliliiics  againft  Poland  ihould  be  the  confequence, 
Jiis  majefty  the  king  of  Pruflia,  confidcring  ibis  as  a  cafe 
falling  within  the  meaning  of  the  alliance,  will  alfift  the  re- 
public according  to  the  tenor  of  the  4th  article  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

tution. 
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tution,  which  the  republic  ha^^vcn  to  itfelf  wit#* 
OUT  MY  PRIVITY  OR  CONCURRENCE*,  IhaTcneref 
had  the  idea  cither  of  fupporting  or  protecting 
it.  I  have  predi6led,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
threatening  meafures  and  the  warlike  prepara- 
tions which  the  diet  unceafingly  deliberated 
upon  one  aider  another^  would  infallibly  provoker 
the  refentment  of  the  empre&  of  Ruffia,  and 
draw  upon  Poland  the  evils  which  thev  were 
undertaken  to  avoid.  The  event  fully  latisfied 
thofe  appearances,  and  one  cannot  diflemble  in 
the  pretent  moment,  that,  without  the  tuw  form 
of  govtrnment  for  the  republic j  and  without  thi  if^ 
forts  which  they  have  announced  far  fupporting  it^ 
the  court  of  Ruflia  would  not  have  determmed 
on  the  vigorous  proceedings  ihe  has  now  em* 
braced. 

"  Whatever  be  the  friendfliip  that  I  have  fworn 
to  your  majefly,  and  the  intereft  I  take  in  every 
thing  that  concerns  you,  you  will  yourfelf  be- 
lieve that  the  Hate  of  things  being  entirely 
changed  Jince  the  alliance  that  I  contracted  with  the 
republic,  and  the  prefent  conjundturc,  brought 
on  by  the  conftitution  of  the  3d  of  May  1791/ 
pofterior  to  my  treaty,  not  being  applicable  to  fiie 
engagements  therein  ilipulated,  it  does  not  be- 
long to  me  to  refift  the  attack  made  on  your 
majefiy,  if  the  intentions  of  the  patriotic  party 
are  ftill  the  fame,  and  if  they  perfift  in  the  dc-t 
fire  of  maintaining  their  (nvn  work ;  but  if,  re- 
traeing  their  fieps^  they  Ihall  coniider  the  dii5- 
culties  that  are  arifing  upon  all  fides,  I  ihaU  be 
ready  to  cmcert  meafures  with  her  majeHy^  the 
empreis  of  Rufiia,  and  to  explain  myfelf,  at 
the  iame  time,  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  Xq 
Itrive  to  reconcile  the  different  interefis,  and  to* 

*  Compare  thi»  with  his  Letters  in  p.  390,  y^i^ 

agree 
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agree  on  meafiures  capabk  of  refioring  to  Poland 
its  trsHqmllity. 

"  I  fiattef  myfelf  that  your  majeAy  will  find, 
in  thefe  difpolitions  and  in  thefe  afTurances,  the 
ientiments  af  Jbtcere  friendjhip,  and  of  tbt  C6nfidcfa^ 
iian  with  which  I  am 

Your  Majelly's  good  Brother, 

Fredkrick^WiitLiam.'* 

This  anfwer  iwras  naturally  confidered  by  the 
Polifh  diet  as  an  avowed  derelkSlion,  on  the 
part  of  the  Pruffian  monarchy  of  every  exifting 
treaty. 

Hofiilities  had  now  commenced  between  the. 
Poliih  and  Ruffian  armies,  and  a  number  of 
ikirmiihes  took  place ;  the  firit  of  note  was  6a 
the  26th  of  May,  near  prince  Ponmtowiki's 
camp,  at  Winica;  an  advanced  party  of  the 
Ruffian  army  appearing  near  a  pofl  occupied  by 
li^itenant  Golqowlkit,  with  three  hundred  pi- 
quetS)  wa^  attacked  vigoroufly  by  the  Poles, 
and  driven  into  a  wood,  where,  imprudently 
purfuing  the  enemy,  this  finall  body  found  itfelf 
drawn  into  an  ambufcade,  being  immediately 
Unrounded  by  a  body  of  2000  horfe,  two  bat- 
talions of  chajfeurs^  and  fourteen  pieces  of  can- 
non: through  this  body,  however,  the  brave 
Poles  cut  their  paflage,  with  the  lofi  of  loo 
men,  having  killed  a  much  greater  number  of 
the  enemy.  ' 

From  that  date,  to  the  1 7th  of  June,  feveral 
other  ikirmifhes  happened,  with  various  fiiccefe^ 
between  detachments  of  the  armies ;  but  on  this 
day  the  main  army  of  the  Poles,  under  the  com- 
mand of  prince  roniatowlki,  finding  its  poft  at 
Volonna  untenable,,  and  its  num}>er  £stv  inferior 

to 
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to  the  Ruffians^  retreated  towards  Zielime^ 
clofely  followed  by  the  enemy ;  but  at  this  place, 
having  been  reinforced  by  Ibme  troops  ifrom 
Zaflaw,  halted;  a  battle  was  the  conicquence, 
for  the  Ruffians  appearing  with  an  army  of 
9000  infantry  and  8000  horfe,  a  general  en- 
gagement enfued,  which  was  obftinately  conti- 
nued from  feven  in  the  morning  until  five  in 
the  afternoon^  at  which  hour  the  Ruffians  at 
laft  gave  way,  leaving  4000  dead  on  the  field. 
The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Poles  was,  compa- 
ratively, inconfiderable,  being  only  efi:iraatedat 
800  infantry  and  300  horfe. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Ruffian  forces  conti- 
nued to  penetrate  the  kingdom  in  feveral  quar- 
ters ;  and  the  city  of  Wilna,  and  other  places  of 
confequence,  fell  into  their  hands. 

To  oppofe  the  fupcriority  in  number  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  invaders,  Poland  relied  on  the 
patriotic  zeal  of  its  people,  and  the  bravery  of 
its  foldiers;  both  manifefted  themfelves;  the 
peafants  furniihed  forage  in  many  places  without 
payment,  others  fiirnilhed  horfes,  and  in  every 
diftridt  patriotic  contributions  were  made;  the 
foldiers,  determined  to  make  up  by  valour  every 
deficiency  in  ficill,  difiinguifhed  themfelves  in 
every  a6lion ;  and  during  Sie  retreat  of  the  army 
from  Volonna,  500  of  them,  like  the  Greeks  at 
Thermopylae,  to  flop  the  enemy,  devoted  their 
lives,  and  covered  with  their  bodies  the  ground 
they  difputed. 

Aflonifhed  at  the  unprovoked  invafion  of  their 
country  by  the  armies  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia> 
and  not  lefs  at  the  king  of  Prufiia's  abfolute  de- 
relidion  of  the  treaties  of  alliance  fubfifling  be- 
tween him  and  the  republic,  the  fiates  made  to 
the  emperor  of  Germany  a  fimilar  application 

with 
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with  that  addrefled  to  Frederic,  and  received  an 
knfwer  equally  unfavourable. 

The  Polifh^tiatidn,  thus  fruftrated  in  every  hope 
of  fuccour  firoin  its  powerful  neighbours,  faw  no- 
thing but  tlie  melancholy  profpedt  of  the  lingle- 
handed  oppolition  of  a  raw  and  inadequate  army,' 
without  credit  or  refources,  againfl  one  of  the 
mightieft  potentates  of  the  earth,  if  not  openly 
affifted,  at  leaft  fecretly  abetted,  by  all  its  neigh- 
bours, thofe  called  infidels  alone  excepted. 

The  king,  finding  not  only  that  his  ally  the 
king  of  Pruilia  had  deferted  him,  but  that  he  had 
joined  the  emprefs  in  her  ambitious  and  tyranni- 
cal views,  called  a  meeting  of  the  deputies  of  the 
different  provinces  upon  the  23d  of  j'uly,  to 
deliberate  on  the  beft  mealures  to  be  purfued  for 
the  welfare  of  the  country.  Of  two  evils  they 
were  obliged  to  choofe  the  leaft ;  either  to  have 
their  country  entirely  deftroyed  by  the  immenfe 
armies  which  were  over-running  it,  and  perhaps 
to  have  their  exiftence  as  a  ftate  annihilated,  or 
to  agree  to  the  haughty  terms  impofed  upon  them 
by  their  too  powerful  neighbours. 

The  king  was  obliged  not  only  to  annul  the 
conftitution  of  the  3d  of  May  1791,  and  agree 
to  the  re-eilablifhment  of  that  which  exifled  be- 
fore the  revolution,  but  even  to  order  the  army 
under  prince  Poniatowfki  to  be  delivered  up  to 
the  Ruffian  general  Brinicki.  This  was  to  take 
place,  according  to  the  agreement,  on  the  29th 
of  July. 

Many  people,  however,  diffented  from  the 
general  refolution.  Malachowfki,  Potocki,  Sa- 
pieha,  Solticki,  &c.  refufed  to  fign  tjie  re-con- 
federation.  Upwards  of  4000  nobles,  and  feve- 
ral  others,  affembled,  calling  out — **  Tbe  conjti'^ 
tution  without  the  kin^T    They  fought  after  Ma- 

E  c  lachowlki. 
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lachowlki,  prince  Sapieha,  Potocki,  and  Soltic- 
ki,  and  carried  them  round  in  public. 

In  the  grand  dukedom  of  Lithuania,  in  parti- 
cular, a  fpirit  of  refiftance  manifefted  itfelf. 
What  a  difgrace  to  the  policy  of  Europe,  that 
not  one  flate  could  be  found  friendly  to  a  caufe 
fo  honourable  to  humanity !  Not  long  before  thia 
*  period  Europe  was  on  the  eve  of  a  general  war  for  a 
barren  territory  between  the  Bog  and  the  Dneif- 
ter,  to  preferve  the  balance  of  power ;  and  here 
a  whole  kingdom  was  allowed  to  fall  a  victim 
to  the  ambition  of  Ruflia,  without  a  lingle  fuf- 
picion  being  thrown  out  by  any  one  power  that 
the  fame  balance  would  be  thereby  endangered ! 

The  manifefto  or  declaration  of  his  excellency 
count  Malachowlki,  marfhal  of  the  diet,  was  as 
follows : 

"  Staniflaus  Nalecz,  count  Malachowflci,  mar- 
Ihal  of  the  diet,  and  of  the  confederation  of  the 
provinces  of  the  crown,  knight  of  the  Polifli  or- 
ders, &c.  appearing  in  perfon  at  the  territorial 
chancery  of  Warfaw,  has  freely  and  v.oluntarily, 
in  prefence  of  all  tlie  officers  of  the  faid  chan- 
cery, made  a  declaration  of  the  following  te- 
nor : — 

"  In  this  mournful  crilis,  when  diforders  exiii 
which  ought  to  wound  the  heart  of  every  citizen 
faithful  to  his  duty,  in  this  fatal,  moment,  when 
we  fee  with  grief  a  powerful  foreign  force,  au- 
thorized this  day,  by  the  adhefion  of  his  majefty 
to  the  confederation  of  Targowicz,  to  deftroy  the 
work  of  our  regeneration — this  falutary  work, 
undertaken  and  achieved  under  the  aufpices  of 
liberty — this  work  which  the  whole  nation  ap- 
j)lauded  with  tranfport,  and  which  Ihe  had  fwom 
to  maintain  with  all  her  power : 

"  I  yield 
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^*  I  yield  to  the  didlates  of  my  confclence,  and 
conlider  it  a  facred  duty  openly  to  declare  in 
the  face  •  f  Heaven,  of  the  Vv  hole  univerfe,  and 
of  all  pofterity,  that  I  fee,  and  (^ver  fhall  fee,  in 
the  confederation  of  Targowicz,  formed  under 
the  protection  of;  and  fuj/portcd  by  a  foreign 
'  army,  an  ail  of  open  defpotif  /^  contrary  to  the 
wilhes  as  well  as  to  the  interefts  of  the  nation, 
and  infringing  the  facred  rights  of  all  clafTes 
of  citizens ;  an  audacious  enterprizc  which  has 
been  preceded  by  murder  and  dihillcrs,  and  v/hich 
will  infallibly  be  followed  by  anarcliy,  Icrvitudc, 
and  the  total  ruin  of  the  rcpuLlic. 

"  This  proteft  has  not  for  its  ohje6V  to  throw 
out  the  leaft  reproach  againil  any  perfon  what- 
foever. 

"  Infenfible  to  all  perfonal  griefs,  and  not 
knowing  either  refentment  or  hatred,  my  con- 
fcience  bears  me  witncfs  that  I  never  had  any  de- 
lire  but  for  the  glory  and  welfare  of  my  coun- 
try ;  that  I  have  employed  myfelf  faithfully  to 
the  amelioration  of  its  prefent  ftate ;  that  I  have 
never  wronged  any  perfon  intentionally ;  that  I 
never  attempted,  by  the  help  of  a  vile  depen- 
dency, to  fecure  the  protedlion  of  any  foreign 
court,  or  ever  affcfted  to  defy  any  of  them; 
and  that,  alw^ays  faithful  to  the  obligations  my 
lituation  impoled,  I  have  endeavoured  to  fulfil 
my  talk  with  the  moft  icrupulous  exactitude. 
•  "Full  of  this  confidence,  and  fortified  by 
tjic  purity  of  my  intention,  I  fubmit  to  the  Divine 
juftice  the  dcflinies  of  my  country,  and  the  pro- 
.ceedings  of  thofe  whofe  pleafure  it  has  l^een  to 
do  hurt  to  the  republic.  I  declare  further,  •  tliat 
the  prefent  diet  and  the  confederation  fubfift  in 
all  their  vigour — tliat  the  aft  of  fufpehfion  of 
tbe  aflembly  gave  to  his  majefly  tfie  unlimited 
E  e  a  right 
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right  of  convoking  the  diet  whenever  the  necef^ 
iities  of  the  ftate  require  it— 4hat  this  convoca- 
tion has  not  taken  place,  and  that^  inltead  of 
terminating  in  the  ufual  manner  this  firft  legifla- 
tive  aflembly,  they  have,  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
will  of  all  its  members,  acceded  to  a  new  one 
formed  at  Targowicz,  and  which  declares  the 
others  null  and  illegal. 

^^  Seeing,  then,  my  country  threatened  with  the 
greateft  evils,  and  not  being  willing  my  con- 
fcience  ihould  reproach  me  in  any  thing,  I  think 
ihyfeif  obliged  to  inform  my  fellow-citizens  of 
all  the  fatal  ills  with  which  they  have  been 
threatened- 

"  Oh,  nation,  that  I  bear  in  my  bofom !  Oh, 
my  dear  co-patriots  j  I  partake  of  your  misfor- 
tunes, but  I  cannot  foften  them.  Alas!  there 
only  remains  for  me  to  offer  you  tears ;  my  fide- 
lity and  my  inviolable  attachment  are  known 
to  you.  Nothing  can  diminifh  or  deftroy  them ; 
but  I  cannot  give  you  any  more  proof  of  them, 
as  they  have  deprived  me  of  the  means. 

(Signed) 

S.  N-  MalachoWsk^, 

MarfhaloftheDiet. 
And  Underneath 

tlTCHALA, 

Regent  of  the  Qiancery.** 

Another  proteft,  to  the  fame  purport,  was  en- 
tered by  prince  Cafimir  Sapieha,  marfhal  of  the. 
confederation  of  the  grand  duchy  of  Lithuania, 
and  regiftered  in  the  a<fts  of  the  territorial  chan- 
cery of  the  duchy,  a^  the  palace  of  the  king  at 
Wariaw.  / 

Thofe 
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Thofe  who  can  ftill  want  proofs  of  the  dupli* 
city  of  the  Pmilian  monarch  may  compare  the 
tenor,  but  more  particularly  the  firft  paragraph, 
of  the  following  declaration  with  the  two  letters 
of  his  inferted  in  this  Hiftory,  page  390,  391. 

Declaration  of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  PruJJia,  re- 
fpeSling  the  March  of  his  Troops  into  Poland. 

*^  It  is  known  to  all  Europe,  that  the  change  of 
government  which  took  place  in  Poland  on  the 
3d  of  May  1791?  without  the  knowledge  or  parti- 
cipation of  the  neighbouring  friendly  pmvers^  has  ex- 
cited the  difpleafure  and  diflatisfaftion  of  a  great 
part  of  the  nation ;  and  that  thofc  who  remained 
faithful  to  the  ancient  form  of  government,  im- 
plored the  affiflance  of  the  elevated  prhicefs  who 
had  guaranteed  it, 

"  Her  Ruffian  imperial  majefly  liftened  to  the 
call,  and  flew  to  their  affiflance  with  a  confider- 
ablc  body  of  troops,  which  were  fent  by  divi- 
fions  into  thofe  provinces  where  their  prefence* 
appeared  to  be  mofl  ijecefTary.  Under  their  pro- 
tedlion,  the  principal  members  of  nobility  en- 
tered into  a  general  confederation,  whofe  prefent 
labours  are  devoted  to  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
abufes  of  introduced  innovations,  and  tending  to 
reflore  virtue  to  the  conflitution  of  their  CQiin-» 
try. 

^^  From  that  moment  Pnrflia  could  not  but 
feel  a  concern  for  the  fate  of  Poland,  partly  as  a 
neighbour,  partly  on  account  of  the  references 
which  mutually  fubfifl  between  thefe  two  fiates. 
Thofe  great  events  could  not  but  excite  her  at- 
tention; but  the  king  always  cherifhed  hopes 
that  the  troubles  would  foon  be  happily  termi- 
pated;  and  expedlcd,  therefore,  to  be  able  to 
E  c  3  foregQ 
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forego  his  interference,  eljpecially  in  ^  moment 
when  objefts,  momentous  and  worthy  of  his 
folicitude,  occupied  him  in  another  quarter. 

"  His  expectation  was,  however,  difappointed. 
The  (fo-called)  patriotic  party,  inftead  of  yielding 
to  the  falutary  defigns  of  the  court  of  Ruflia, 
had  even  the  temerity  to  make  an  obftinate  feiift- 
ance  againft  the  imperial  troops ;  and,  although 
their  weaknefs  foon  forced  them  to  renounce 
the  chimerical  idea  of  an  open  war,  they  ftill 
continue  to  create  private  combinations,  vifibly 
tending  to  fubvert  order  and  public  tranquillity. 
Even  the  king's  own  dominions  feel  their  confc- 
quences  by  repeated  excefles  and  violations  of 
territory.  But  what  flill  more  requires  the  feri- 
ous  attention  of  the  king  and  all  the  neighbour- 
ing powers,  is  the  propagation  of  French  Demo-: 
pracy,  and  the  principles  of  that  deteftable  fac- 
tion who  feek  to  make  profel}i:es  every  where, 
an,d  who  have  already  been  fo  well  received  in 
Poland,  that  the  enterprizes  of  the  Jacobin  emif- 
faries  are  not  only  moft  powerfully  feconded 
there,  but  even  revolution  focieties  eftablilhed, 
who  make  an  open  profeffion  of  their  prin-r 
ciples. 

*^  Great  Poland  is  chiefly  infc(3:cd  with  that 
dangerous  poifon,  and  contains  the  greatcfl:  num- 
ber of  the  zealous  profeflbrs  of  miraken  patrio- 
tifm.  Their  conucftions  with  the  French  clubs 
mufl:  inlpire  his  majefly  with  a  juft  dillrufl  on 
account  of  the  fafety  of  his  own  dominions,  and 
therefore  put  him  under  the  neceffity  of  taking 
efFe^ive  meafures. 

*^  His  majefly  being  neceflitated,  in  combina- 
tion with  the  allied  courts,  to  continue  the  war, 
and  being  on  the  eve  of  opening  a  campaign^ 

thought 
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thcmght  it  proper  to  concert  meafiires  with  the 
courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterfburgh ;  and  their  im«- 
penal  majellies  could  not  forbear  owning,  that 
from  found  policy  it  Ihould  not  be  allowed  that 
the  fadtious  Ihould  be  fufFered  to  be  free  in  Po- 
land, and  expofe  his  majefty  to  the  danger  of 
having  an  enemy  in  the  rear,  whofe  violent  and 
wild  enterprizes  might  become  a  fource  of  frcfh 
troubles. 

"•His  majefty  has,  therefore,  rcfolved  to  get  the 
ilart  of  them,  by  fending  a  fufficient  body  p£ 
troops,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Mollen* 
dorf,  general  of  infantry,  into  the  territories  of 
the  repubHc,  and  efpecially  into  feveral  diftridls 
of  Great  Poland. 

"  Thefe  meaftires  of  precaution  have  for  their 
aim  to  cover  the  Pruffian  territories ;  to  fiipprefe 
the  ill-diipofed  incendiaries  and  difturbers  of 
tranquillity ;  to  reftore  and  maintain  order  and 
tranquillity;  and  laftly,  to  afford  efficacious 
protedlion  to  the  well-difpofed  inhabitants.  It 
will  only  depend  on  them  to  merit  that  protec- 
tion by  a  tranquil  and  prudent  conduct,  by  giv- 
ing to  the  Pruffian  troops  a  friendly  reception 
and  treatment,  and  by  affifting  them  with  what- 
ever they  may  want,  and  facilitating  their  fuhfift^ 
cnce.  The  commanding  general  Ihall,  oij  his 
own  part,  not  be  wanting  to  maintain  good  and 
fevere  difcipline,  to  dilburthen  the  inhabitants  a^ 
much  as  in  his  power  Ihall  be,  to  redrefs  all  their 
grievances,  and  to  pay  pundlually  for  the  fup- 
plies  which  he  may  have  occafion  for.  The 
king  is  fond  of  cheriihing  the  hope  that,  with 
fentiments  fo  pacific,  he  ^lay  depend  on  the 
good  will  of  a  nation,  whofe  proQ)erity  cahnot 
he  indifferent  to  his  majefty,  and,'  to  whom  his 
E^  4  majefty 


42-4  HISTORY   OP   POJ*ANI). 

majefty  wifhes  to  give  real  propfe  of  his  ^fFe<9ifl?| 
and  good  wiihes." 
Berlin,  Jan.  6,  1793. 

The  Pruffian  troops  entered  Thorn  on  the  %4th 
of  January ;  Dantzic  foon  after  became  com- 
pletely a  Pruffian  town,  and  a  Gazette  of  ^he; 
day  gives  us  the  following  ftatement :  A  garrifon 
of  2700  men  are  quartered  upon  the  inhabitants ; 
a  commiffary  is  arrived  to  regulate  our  imports, 
duties,  excife,  &c. ;  the  old  mimicipal  govern- 
ment ftill  remains  i  but  that  alfo  raiuft  foon  give 
place  to  another  arrangement.  Some  indivi- 
duals among  our  chief  citizens  have  left  the  town, 
and  gone  to  fettle  at  Hamburgh  and  other  places', 
not  choofing  to  live  under  a  military  government. 
The  comfortable  fide  of  our  profpedl  is  an  increafe 
of  trade,  and  of  the  means  of  fubfiftence  to  the 
poor  clafles  of  the  people,  who  have  for  many 
years  paft  fuiFered  grievoufly  from  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  oppreffive  condudl  of  our  neigh- 
bours, and  the  gradual  decay  of  our  trade. 
Dantzic  has  loft  one  fifth  of  its  inhabitants  from 
thefe  caufes  in  the  lafl:  ten  years.  The  prefent 
acquifitions  made  by  Pruffia,  though  vaftly  infe- 
rior to  what  Ruffia  gains,  are  indeed  very  impor- 
tant: they  contain  above  1061  fquare  German 
miles,  above  5000  Englifh  miles  fquare ;  264 
towns  or  cities,  8274  villages,  and  1,136,386 
fouls.  »      •       ^ 

On  the  3d  of  February  1793  was  iifuedthe 
following     •  "•  ... 

Pro;^  of  the  Serene  Confederated  Republic  of  Poland. 
'  againji  the  violent  entrance  of  the  Pruffian  Troops 
into  its  Territories.    '      •     *        '       -      :         - 

"Favourable  events  or  great  misfortunes  have,  in 
turns,  raifcd  Poland  toan     eminent  degree    oif 

* fplendour. 
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iplendour,  or  plunged  it  into  a  ftate  of  vyeak^ 
nefs  and  pppreffion  ;  but  amidft  thefe  changes  of 
pppofite  circumftances,  unlhaken  conftancy  has  • 
always  proved  the  elevation  of  its  national  cha^ 
radten 

"  The  fliort  interval  of  the  four  laft  years  has 
feen  obfcuredthis  afpeft,  honourable  for  the  nation- 
The  diet  of  1788  aiTembled  at  an  epoch  which, 
by  a  fortunate  concurrence  Qf  qircumftances, 
prefented  to  Poland  both  thq  hapes  and  means  (k 
fecuring  the  bafis  of  its  republican  government, 
became  to  it  a  fpurce  of  evils,  aggravated  by  their 
contraft  with  its  vanifhed  hopes.  Sedu6tion  mif- 
fed confident  patriotifiij,  ^nd  diftorted  its  pure 
and  beneficent  views. 

*'The  revolutiqn  of  the  3d  of  May  1791,  plan- 
ned and  eiFedled  without  the  fupport  of  the  na- 
tional will,  without  the  concurrence  of  its  neigh- 
bours, by  transforming  a  republic  into  a  monar- 
chy, made  defpotifm  prevail  within  it,  together 
with  the  dread  of  external  ftorms,  excited  by  the 
difcontent  of  neighbouring  courts. 

"  A  conftitution  which  infnnged  the  antient  pre- 
rogatives of  citizens,  cemented  with  the  blood  of 
their  anceftors,  and  incompatible  with  the  poli- 
tical convenience  of  the  powers  who  luiTound  us, 
was  dellitute  of  the  bafis  ncceflliry  to  give  it  foli- 
fty. 

"  Faithful  to  our  engagements,  her  majefty  the 
emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  that  auguft  ally  of  Po- 
land, and  the  guarantee  of  its  government,  deign- 
ed to  offer  to  the  nation,  in  the  generous  afllft- 
ance  of  her  power,  a  flattei'ing  profped  of  the 
re-eflablifliment  of  its  liberties,  its  independence, 
its  fovereignty,  and  its  integrity. 

*^  Virtuous  citizens,  determinedto  prefer  death  to 
ila-very,  did  not  helitate  to  adhere  to  views  fo 

confoling 
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confoling  to  their  country,  while  others,  retiring 
from  their  homes,  and  jaelding  to  circumftances, 
waited  only  for  that  favourable  moment  which 
every  thing  feemed  to  prefage  to  them.  The  de- 
claration of  the  court  of  Pcterfburgh  fecurcd  to 
the  Poles  their  republic,  a  free  government,  na- 
tional independence,  and  the  integrity  of  their  dp- 
mains.  Peace  and  liberty  preceded  the  banners 
of  the  Ruffian  troops,  who  entered  the  territories 
of  the  republic  as  friends  and  auxiliaries.  The 
abufive  employment,  however,  of  the  national 
forces,  in  oppoiing  an  imprudent  refiftance,  foon 
filled  every  virtuous  citizen  with  grief,  on  feeing 
the  blood  of  his  brethreXi  lavilhed  without  reflec- 
tion. 

^*  The  reign,  however,  of  error  and  di{order  foon 
difeppeared,  fentiments  of  fraternity  brought  to- 
gether every  heart.  The  king,  the  army,  and 
thef  whole  nation  adhered  to  the  band  of  confede- 
ration formed  at  Targowicz  on  the  14th  of  May 
1792.  Trouble  and  conftemation  then  gave 
place  to  emotions  of  hope  and  joy.  The  calm 
re-efl:a])lifhed  at  home  —the  fupport  of  foreign 
affiftaiice — confidence  founded  on  the  jufl:ice  of 
the  caufc,  and  on  the  good  difpofition  of  onr 
neighbours,  all  concurred  to  banilh  uneafinefs. 
The  national  character  excluded  every  idea  of 
perfecution.  The  perfona  and  property,  there- 
fore, of  individuals  moft  diftingiiimed  by  their 
•oppofition  to  the  falutary  views  of  the  confede- 
ration were  refpedted — Ruflian  troops  cantoned 
in  the  different  provinces  every  where  obfervcd 
llriiSt  difciplme ;  and  if  fome  citizens  now  and 
then  experienced  a<fts  of  oppreiTion,  thefc.  fingle 
injuries,  from  which  people  are  not  entirely  free 
on  the  part  of  national  troop,  even  in  the  time 
of  peace,  were  the  work  only  of  fome  fubaltcrn 

com-: 
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commanders,    and    were   rcdrefled  as  fopn  as 
known. 

"  The  confederation  already  imagined  that  it  was 
about  to  accomplilh  its  end  ;  its  labours  tending 
to  regenerate  the  republican  gQvemment,  were 
already  about  to  fecure  the  liberty  of  the  citizen, 
and  to  eftablifli  friendfhip  and  good  undcrftand- 
ing  between  it  and  neighbouring  ilates  ;  already 
had  the  repubUc  arrived  at  the  period  when  it 
was  about  to  enjoy  in  the  bofom  of  peace  the 
fruits  of  the  a6live  zeal  of  citizens,  who  had  the 
courage  to  feize  the  helm  of  affairs  at  fo  difficult 
a  crifis- 

*'Tlie  purity  of  their  intentions  unveiled,  dif- 
perfed  the  clouds  of  prejudice,  and  the  nation 
waited  with  confidence  for  the  refult  of  labours 
undertaken  for  the  public  happinefs. 

'^  Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  in  Poland  when 
the  declaration  of  his  majefly  the  king  of  Pruliia 
froze  every  heart  with  terror  and  furprife.  The 
motives  affigned  for  the  entrance  of  the  Prullian 
troops  into  the  territories  of  the  republic,  could 
not  fail  to  give  rife  to  uneafy  fufpicions  in  the 
minds  of  the  Poles,  whofe  character  is  as  loyal 
as  their  conduft  is  open. 

"  Alarmed  by  the  pretended  progrefs  of  democra- 
cy in  Poland,  and  ftill  more  by  the  rife  of  chibs 
deflined  to  propagate  it,  '  The  king  of  Pruflia,' 
fays  the  declaration,  *  when  about  to  open  a  fe- 
cond  campaign^  thought  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  leave  behind  him  an  enemy  from  whqm  he  had 
every  thing  to  fear.  He  confequently  confidered 
it  as  an  indifpenfable  precaution  to  caufe  a  part 
of  his  troops  to  enter  the  territories  of  the  repub- 
lic/ 

^^  A  continued  correlpondence  between  the  mili- 
tary commanders,  the  palatijial  confederations, 
a  the 
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the  civil  niagiftrates,  and  the  general  confederal 
tion,  having  enabled  the  latter  to  aflure  itfelf^ 
that  perfc61  tranquiUity  prevailed  from  one  end  of 
the  kingdoni  to  the  other,  all  extraordinary  mea- 
fures  of  precaution  have  hitherto  appeared  to  it 
fuperfiuous.     On   feeing   the  declaration,  of  his 
Pruffian    majpfty,     the    general    confederation, 
though  aftonifhed  pnly  at  the  aflertions  therein 
announced,  and  no  ways  convinced  of  the  reality 
of  their  objc6l,  difcharged  in  every  refpecl  what 
it  thought  due  to  a  neighbour,  ^  friend,  and  an 
ally'.     It  declared  in  its  anfwer,  tliat  no  Symptoms 
of  diftuibance  appeared  in  the  country  ;  that  all 
revolutionary   clubs   were  profcribed;    and^    in 
fhort,   that  the   public  force,  fiipported  by  tho 
prefence  of  the  Ruffian  troaps,  was  more  than 
fufficient  to  fupprc*ls  fill  commotions.     It  there- 
fore demanded,  that  his  Pruffiaii  majefty  woul^ 
revoke  the  orders  he  had  given  for  a  body  of  his 
troops  to  enter  the  territories  of  the  republic.     In 
confequence  pf  this  anfwer,  the  general  confede- 
ration, in  deference  rather  to  the  uneafinefs  mani- 
fcfled  by  his  majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  than  to 
the  exiftence  of  any  neceffity,  fent  ftridl  orders 
to  every  body  of  troops  to  hold  themfelves  al- 
ways in  rcadincfs  to  march,  wherever  the  fmalleft 
fymptom  of  ferment  might  require  their  prefence. 

"  Thefe  itep§  being  taken,  the  general  confede- 
ration and  tb.e  whole  nation  entertained  no  doubt 
that  his  Pruffian  niajefty,  afllired  by  fo  many  mo-. 
tives,  would  order  the  march  of  his  troops  to  be 
flopped.  This  deference  fecmed  as  conlUlent 
with  the  laws  of  good  neighbourhood,  a-s  with 
the  dignity  of  a  free  nation. 

*^  Notwithflanding,  however,  thefe  folemji  af- 
furanccs,  and  notwithflanding  the  evidence  of 
the  fafts  alledged  in  fupport  of  thcm^  the  Pruf-, 
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iian  army  advanced,  and  one  of  its  detachments 
Appeared  under  the  walls  of  Thorn.  Its  inhabi- 
tants,.  faithful  to  their  duty,  having  refufed  en- 
trance to  the  Pniflian  troops,  experienced  an 
open  attack.  Cannons  were  planted  againft  it ; 
the  gates  were  broken  open,  the  municipal  guard 
were  diflodged  from  their  poft;  a  dcfencelefs 
city  exhibited  the  IpeAacle  of  a  place  taken  by 
aflault,  and  the  Pruffian  regiments  entered  it, 
making  the  air  refound  with  fhouts  of  joy.  There 
were  no  foldiers  of  the  republic  in  it  to  make  re- 
fiftancc ;  the  city  depended  for  lecurity  on  pub- 
lie  faith,,  and  that  was  violated-  At  the  fame 
epoch  different  Polifh  detachments,  difperfed 
throughout  Great  Poland,  were  attacked  and 
driven  from  their  pofls  by  fuperior  forces. 

"  Confiding  in  folemn  engagements,  and  in  the 
faith  of  treaties,  we  could  never  imagine  that  we 
had  occafion  to  apprehend  a  furprife  or  open  vio- 
lence, where  every  thing  ought  to  have  aiTured  to 
us,  that  we  IhoulJ  find  only  friendihip  and  af- 
fiflanc^.  The  few  troops  therefore  cantoned  on 
thefe  frontiers,  being  dcftined  only  to  watch  over 
the  internal  tranquillity,  inflcad  of  being  armed 
for  war,  were  even  unprovided  with  cannon. 

'*  The  high  idea  which  we  have  formed  of  the 
juflice  and  magnanimity  of  his  majclly  the  king 
of  Pruflia,  increafes  our  hopes,  that  that  prince, 
enlightened  by  our  anfwer,  will  flop  the  confe- 
quences  of  his  firfl  refolution,  and  that,  inflead 
of  wilhing  to  give  fupport  to  a  violation  alrcjidy 
made  in  tlie  Polifh  territories,  he  will  rather  en- 
deavour to  convince  the  nation  of  his  conftant 
good  will,  by  caufing  his  troops  to  evacuate  the' 
domains  of  the  republic.  Relting  on  the  good- 
nefs  of  our  caufe,  we  have  not  to  fear  any  kind 
q{  pretetifions  injurious  to  any  part  of  the  States 

of 
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of  the  republic,  guaranteed  by  fo  man^  treatie.<> 
and  particularly  by  that  of  1775,  which  binds  his 
Pruflian  majefly,  as  it  does  the  two  other  neigh- 
bouring courts^ 

"  Faithful  therefore  to  our  oath,  faithful  in  out 
attachment  to  the  ancient  prerogatives  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  and  faithful  to  our  vocation,  We  proteft 
4n  the  moil  Iblemn  manner,  in  the  face  of  the 
univerfe,  againft  all  ufurpation  of  the  finalleft 
part  of  the  flates  of  the  republic.  We  openly 
declare  that  we  enter  into  nothing,  nor  in  any 
manner  into  any  concern  whatever,  which  may 
tend  to  difmcmber  any  part  of  the  Polifh  do- 
mains ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  arc  ready 
to  facrifice  even  the  lafl  drop  of  pur  blood  in 
defence  of  our  liberty  and  integrity*  In  Ihort^ 
we  hope  that  the  two  imperial  courts  conneded 
by  their  guarantee,  and  that  even  all  powers,  in 
confequence  of  the  reciprocity  of  national  inte- 
refts,  will  not  behold  with  an  eye  of  indiffer- 
ence a  manifeft  violation  of  the  right  of  nations, 
violent  attempts  made  againll  the  tranquillity  of 
a  neighbouring  and  friendly  flate,  and  the  open 
invalion  of  its  domains.  We  expe6l,  above  all, 
that  the  auguft  fovereign  in  whom  we  have 
placed  all  our  confidence,  and  who,  in  the  face 
of  Europe,  has  vowed  to  us  good  will,  will  not 
fuffer  the  fplendour  of  her  renown  to  be  obfcur- 
cd,  and  will  rather  think  it  becoming  the  magna- 
nimity of  her  foul  to  add  to  the  multitude  of  me- 
morable a6^.s  which  have  immortalized  her,  one 
no  left  glorious,  that  of  llrctching  out,  at  this 
critical  period,  the  hand  of  afliltance  to  a  free, 
nation,  worthy  in  every  refpedt  to  excite  general 
intercft. 

"  In  thus  manifefting  the  purity  of  our  inten- 
tions we  declare,  in  ihort,  that  our  efforts  arc 

animated 
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animated  by  no  other  views  than  thofe  of  tranf- 
mitting  to  our  pofterity,  the  free,  independent, 
arnd  well-organized  republic ;  and  that  we  will 
either  preferve  entire  this  republic,  which  we 
have  regenerated,  or  that  not  one  of  us  will  fur- 
viw  its  deftruftion. 

Done  at  Grodno  in  the  fitting  of  the  general 
confederation  of  the  two  nations,  3d  Fe- 
bruary 1793. 

(L.  S.)     Signed  by 

Stanislaus  Felix  Potockij 
Grand  Matter  of  Artillery,  and  Marfhal  of 
the  General  Confederation  of  the  Crown. 
Alexander  Prince  Sapieha, 
Grand  Chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  Mar- 
shal of  the  General  Confederation  of  that 
Duchy. 
And  by  a  great  number  of  the  Counfcllors  of 
the  Confederation,  and  of  other  citizens." 

The  hiftorj^of  Poland  at  this  time  can  in  no 
way  be  fo  faithfully  related  as  by  the  production 
of  authentic  ftate  papers  ;  and  thefe  become  now 
fo  frequent,  and,  generally  fpeaking,  are  fo  con- 
nected with  each  other,  as  to  require  little  illuf- 
tration  from  'the  author's  pen.  Befide,  in  pro- 
ducing theie  genuine  documents,  and  fuppreflSng 
nny  animadverfions  of  his  own,^  he  pays,  as  he 
rneans  to  pay,  due  refpeft  to  the  judgment  and 
difcrimination  of  the  reader. 

No  fooner  had  the  troops  of  PruflJia  entered 
Dantzic  in  a  hoftile  manner  than  its  generous  and 
fafthful  monarch  iflued  the  following  manifefto 
and  declaration  to  that  city : 

^^  The  fame  motives  which  induced  his  majefty 
the  king  of  Pruffia  to  order  a  corps  of  his  troops 
to  enter  a  diftriiSl  of  Great  Poland,  put  his  ma- 
jefty 
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jefty  alfo  under  the  neceffity  of  making  fiire  of 
tlie  city  of  Dantzic  and  its  dependencies. 

"  Forbearing  to  mention  the  very  tinamicable 
difpofitions  which  this  city  has  for  many  years 
evinced  againft  Pruflia,  it  has  now  become  the 
feat  of  an  audacious  fe(?V,  which  proceeds  from' 
tranlgreffion  to  tranlgreffion,  and  feeks  to  propa- 
gate them  by  the  polluted  ferviccs  of  its  votaries 
and  accomplices. 

''  One  of  thofe  villains  has  met  with  an  open  re-^ 
ception  at  Dantzic  itfelf,  after  having  laboured 
in  vain  to  circulate  the  venom  of  its  dodlrihe  in 
the  bofom  of  a  happy  and  loyal  nation,  and  he' 
could  not  be  wrefted  from  the  hands  of  his  pro- 
tedtors  but  by  dint  of  remonftrances. 

"I'his  recent  example,  other  frequent  abufes  of 
a  liberty  ill-underftood,  the  clofe  connexions 
which  the  rebels  in  France  and  Poland  keep  iip 
with  a  party,  which  by  the  boldnefs  of  its  prin- 
ciples predominates  over  the  plurality  of  well- 
difpofed  citizens  ;  and  laflly,  the  facility  with 
which  the  common  enemy  procures  to  himfelfj 
by  means  of  his  adherents  at  Dantzic,  all  kinds 
of  provilions,  and  efpccially  corn ;  thcfe  are 
io  many  objects  which  ought  to  have  drawn  the 
king's  notice  to  this  city,  and  to  have  induced 
l)im  to  kefcp  it  within  its  proper  bounds,  and  to 
take  care  of  the  fafety  and  tranquillity  of  the 
neighbouring  provinces  of  Pruflia.- 

"  To  this  end  his  Pruflian  majefly,  after  having 
agreed  with  other  powers  interefted  in  this,  has 
charged  his  lieutenant-general  M.  de  Raumez  to 
take  poUeffion  of  the  city  of  Dantzic  and  its  de- 
pendencies, with  a  fufficient  body  of  troops,  with 
a  view  of  prcferving  there  good  order,  and  public 
tranquiUity. 

"It 
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*^  It  only  refts  with  the  inhabitants  to  gain  the 
kirtg's  good  will,  by  a  quiet  and  prudent  conduft, 
in  receiving  and  treating  his  majefty's  troops  in  a 
friendly  manner,  and  granting  them  neceflary 
fuccour  and  affiftance. 

"  The  general  and  commandant  will  not  be 
remifs'on  his  own  part  to  obferve  the  moft  rigo- 
rous difciphne,  and  to  grant  his  protection  to  all 
thofe  who  in  this  cafe  may  require  it. 

"  Whereas  thefe  are  the  fentiments  of  his 
Pniffian  majefty,  the  king  flatters  himfelf  that 
the  magiftrates  of  Dantzick  will  not  hefitate  to 
accede  to  them,  and  to  fecond  in  this  manner  the 
falutary  views,  of  which  they  will  be  the  firft  to 
feel  the-  efFc6ls." 

I^one  at  Berlin,  Feb.  24,  1793* 

The  further  partition  of  this  unhappy  country 
was  now  faft  approaching :  the  four  fubfequent 
papers  furnifh  a  pretty  ample  accoimt  of  that 
tranfadlion  :  in  the  former,  the  Emperor,  who, 
no  doubt,  had  good  reafons  for  forbearance, 
prepared  the  way  by  an  abfolute  injundlion  to 
the  Poles  within  his  own  dominions  to  view 
with  perfect  non-reiiftance  the  approaching  fate 
of  their  native  land.  The  other  three  are  filled 
with  Ihrewd  political  pretences,  all  ferving  to 
verify  an  adage  too  well  known  to  need  men- 
tion. 

Declaration  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany. 

"  Francis  II.  by  the  Grace  of  God,  &c. 

^^  Although  we  do  not  interfere  in  the  domef- 

tic  concerns  of  Poland,  nor  deem  it  neceflary  to 

give  any  dirc6l  precepts  on  that  head  to  our  Gal- 

lician  fubjedts,  vet  fince  the  king  and  republic  of 

'-         F  f  Poland 
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Poland  hare  folemnly  declared  themfelves  in  fa^ 
Tour  of  the  maintenance  of  the  former  relations 
guaranteed  by  the  im{)erial  court  of  Ruilia  in  al« 
fiance  with  us,  ftill  we  are  bound  by  a  neigh- 
bourly and  friendly  regard  to  fee  that  no  con- 
certed meafures  or  counter  operations  againft 
(hoie  lawful  relations,  in  our  hereditary  domi- 
mons,  Ihould  be  tolerated. 

"  We  do  therefore  put  our  moft  gracious  con- 
fidence in  the  docility  and  love  of  order  and 
|>eace  which  we  have  always  perceived  with  plca- 
fure  in  our  Gallician  lubje6ts,  that  they  will  to- 
tally forbear  participating  in  any  projeds  or  ef- 
forts to  create  new  changes  or  fermentations  in 
Poland. 

^^  We  expect,  in  the  fame  manner,  on  the 
part  of  thofe  fubjetfts  who  reflde  in  our  domi- 
nions, that  by  a  limflar  tranquil  condudi  they 
will  render  themfelves  worthy  of  the  prote6tion 
they  enjoy.  But  fhould,  againfl  all  expedation, 
any  Polilli  fubjedl  dare  to  counteraA,  in  our  do- 
minions, the  prefent  operations  in  Poland  by  me- 
diation of  the  imperial  court  of  Rufiia,  we  do 
hereby  declare,  that  in  cafe  of  fuch  a  participa- 
tion in  deiigns  againft  the  republic  of  Poland  be- 
ing difcovCTcd,  all  refidence  and  abode  in  all 
our  hereditary  dominions  Ihall  be  refufed  them ; 
and  we  do  further  ordain  to  all  our  governments 
and  public  offices,  to  exert  the  moft  careful  and 
moft  rigorous  vigilance,  that  our  fentiments  for 
the  maintenance  of  public  tranquillity  thus 
openly  declared  by  thefe  our  commands,  be  by 
every  one,  without  exception,  duly  obferved  and 
attended  to." 

Given  at  Vienna^  Feb.  14,  1793. 


Ukafi 
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Ukafe  {or  Manijefto)  of  Her  Imperial  Majejly  the 
Emprefs  of  Rujia,  relative  to  the  Partition  of  Po^ 
land. 

"  By  her  imperial  majeftv,  my  moft  gracious 
fovereign,  I  Michael  KrechetnicofF,  general  in 
chief,  fenator,  general  governor  of  Tula,  Kaloga^ 
and  the  countries  newly  aimexed  from  the  Polifli 
republic  to  the  Ruffian  empire,  commander  of  all 
the  armies  there,  and  in  the  three  governments  of 
Little  Ruffia,  in  the  place  of  governor  general  of 
thofe  three  governments,  inlpeftor  of  the  armies^ 
knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Andrew,  St.  Alexan- 
der Newfky,  St.  Vladencr,  of  the  firft  clafe, 
the  Polifl;i  White  Eagle,  and  St.  Staniflaus,  and 
the  Holllein  order  of  St.  Anne,  hereby  make  - 
known  the  fupreme  will  and  command  .of  my 
moft  gracious  fovereign  her  imperial  majefty  of 
all  the  Ruffias  to  all  the  inhabitants  in  general, 
and  to  every  one  in  particular,  of  whatever  rank 
or  denomination,  of  the  countries  and  places^ 
now  united  for  ever  to  the  Ruffian  empire  from 
the  Polifh  republic. 

"  The  ffiare  her  imperial  toajefty  has  hitherto 
taken  in  the  affairs  of  Poland,  has  always  been 
tending  in  the  moft  diredl  and  fundamental  man« 
ncr  to  the  interefts  of  both  empires.  It  has  not 
only  been  unfuccefsful,  but  proved  a  fruitlefs 
burthen ;  and  her  endeavours  to  maintain  peace, 
quiet,  and  freedom  amongft  hei^  neighbours,  have 
been  attended  with  innumerable  loffiis. 

*^  Thirty  years  experience  have  fhewn  this  in 
the  numerons  quajrels  and  eternal  difbutes 
amonrf:  themfelves,  which  have  torn  the  Poliffi 
tepubiic.  tier  imperial  majefty  has  viewed  their 
fuflferings  in  the  towns  and  cities  bordering  on 
het  empire  with  great  grief,  confi4ering  them  a^ 
F 12  defceuded 
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defcendcd  from  the  fame  race,  and  profefling  the 
Hbly  Chriftian  religion. 

"  At  prefent  even  fome  unworthy  Poles,  ene- 
mies to  their  country,  have  not  been  afhamed  to 
approve  the  government  of  the  ungodly  rebels  in 
the  kingdom  of  France,  and  to  requeft  their  af- 
liftance  to  involve  their  country  alfo  in  bloody 
civil  wars. 

*^  The  true  Chriftian  religion,  and  the  very 
v^ell  being  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  countries,  would  fufFer  from  the  introduc- 
tion of  fuch  deteftable  do6lrines,  which  tend  to 
annihilate  all  the  political  and  focial  bonds  of  fo- 
ciety,  to  overthrow  all  fafety,  property,  and  prof- 
perity.  Thefe  enemies  of  peace  and  quiet,  fol- 
lowing the  deteftable  plan  of  the  mob  of  rebels 
in  France,  propagate  their  do(ftrines  throughout 
Poland  to  the  utmoft  of-  their  power,  which 
would  deftroy  for  ever  their  own  and  neighbours' 
happinefs. 

**  From  thefe  confiderations,  her  imperial  ma- 
jefty,  my  moft  gracious  miftrefs,  as  well  to  in- 
demnify herfelf  for  her  many  lofles,  as  for  tlie 
future  fafety  of  hex*  empire  and  the  Polifh  domi- 
nions, and  for  the  cutting  off  at  once,  for  ever, 
all  future  difturbances  and  frequent  changes  of 
government,  has  been  pleafed  now  to  take  under 
her  fway,  and  to  unite  for  ever  to  her  empire, 
the  following  tradts  of  land,  with  all  their  in- 
habitants, namely,  a  line  beginning  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Druy,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
Dwina,  at  the  corner  of  the  border  of  Semigallia ; 
from  thence  extending  to  Neroch  and  Dubrova, 
and  following  "the  border  of  the  woiwodihip  of 
Vilna  to  Stolptfa,  to  Nefvij,  and  then  to  Pinlk  ; 
from  thence  paffing  Kunilh,  between  Vilkero  and 
Novogreble,  near  the  frontier  of  Gallicia ;  from 

thence 
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thence  to  the  river  Dneifter,  and  laftly,  running 
along  the  river  till  it  enters  the  old  border  of 
Ruffia  and  Poland  at  Jegertic ;  in  fuch  manner, 
that  all  the  cities,  lands,  and  countries,  lying  with- 
in this  line  of  demarcation,  the  new  border  of 
Ruflia  and  Poland,  fhall  from  henceforward  for 
ever  come  under  the  fceptre  of  the  Ruffian  em- 
pire, and  the  inhabitants  and  poffeflbrs,  of  all 
ranks  whatever,  be  fubjefts  thereof. 

'*^  Therefore,  I  being  appointed  by  her  imperial 
majefty,  governor  general  of  thefe  countries,  by 
her  fupreme  order^  have  to  affiire,  in  her  facred 
name,  and  in  her  own  words,  as  by  this  mani- 
fefto  I  make  known  to  every  body,  and  declare  I 
will  fulfil,  to  all  her  imperial  majefly's  new  fub- 
jedls,  and  now  my  beloved  countrymen,  that  her 
mod  gracious  majefty  is  pleafed,  not  only  to  con- 
firm and  infure  to  all  the  free  and  public  exercife 
of  their  religion,  and  full  fecurity  of  property 
and  pofleffion,  but  to  unite  and  affiliate  them 
under  her  government,  for  the  fame  and  glory  of 
the  whole  Ruffian  empire,  an  example  of  which 
is  to  be  feen  in  her  faithful  fubjedls  the  inhabi- 
tants of  White  Ruffia,  now  living  in  full  peace 
and  plenty  under  her  wife  and  gracious  dominion. 
Further,  that  all  and  every  one  of  them  fhall  en- 
joy all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  her  old  fub- 
je6ls,  and  that  from  this  day  every  denomination 
of  the  inhabitants  enters  on  the  full  participation 
of  thefe  benefits  through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Ruffian  empire. 

*«  Her  imperial  majefly  expefts  from  the  grati- 
tude of  her  new  fubjedls,  that  they,  being  placed 
by  her  bounty  on  an  equality  with  Ruffians,  fhall, 
in.  return,  transfer  their  love  of  their  former  coun- 
try to  the  new  one,  and  live  in  future  attached  to 
fo  great  and  generous  an  emprefs. 

Ff3  « I,  therefore. 


J 
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"  I,  therefore,  now  inform  every  perfon  from 
the  higheil  to  the  loweft,  that,  within  one  month, 
they  mull  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  the 
witnefles  whom  I  Ihall  appoint  ;  and  if  any  of 
the  gentlemen,  or  other  ranks,  poflefjing  real  or 
immoveable  property,  regardlefs  of  their  own  in- 
tereft,.  Ihall  rehife  to  take  the  oath  prefcribed, 
three  months  are  allowed  for  the  fale  of  their  im- 
moveables, and  their  free  departure  over  the  bor- 
ders ;  after  the  expira^^on  of  which  term,  all  their 
remaining  property  Ihall  be  confifcated  to  the 
crown. 

"  Clergy  both  high  and  low,  as  paftors  of  their 
flocks,  are  expe<5ted  to  fet  the  example  in  taking 
the  oath  ;  and  m  the  daily  fervice  in  their  churches, 
they  muft  pray  for  her  imperial  majefly,  for  her 
fuccel^Tor  the  great  duke  Paul  Petrovitz,  and  for 
all  the  imperial  family,  according  to  the  formula 
which  Ihall  be  given  them. 

*'  In  the  abovementioned  folemn  aflurance  con- 
cerning the  free  exercife  of  religion  and  undif- 
turbed*  poffeflion  of  property,  it  is  underftood 
that  the  Jews  living  in  thefe  countries  united  to 
the  Ruffian  empire,  fhall  remain  on  the  former 
footing,  proteded  in  their  religion  and  property  : 
for  her  majefty's  humanity  will  not  permit  them 
alone  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  her 
kindnefs  under  the  prote6lion  of  God,  fo  long  as 
they  continue  to  live  in-  peace,  and  purfue  their 
trades  as  handicrafts  like  true  and  faithful  fubjedfe. 
Law  and  juftice  Ihall  be  adminiftered,  in  tlie 
name  of  her  unperial  majefiy,  in  the  proper 
places,  with  the  utmofl  flricftnefs  and  equity. 

**  I  have  further  thought  it  needful  to  add,  by 
order  of  her  imperial  majefiy,  that  the  troops 
ihall,  as  in  their  own  country,  be  under  the 
flridefl:  difcipline ;  their  taking  poffeffion  there- 

"  fore 
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fore  of  the  various  places^  and  changing  the  go* 
vemment,  Ihall  not  in  the  leail  alter  the  courie  of 
trade  or  living  :  for  the  increafe  of  the  happinefs 
of  tiie  inhabitants  in  all  parts  is  thq  intention  of 
her  imperial  majeily. 

*^  This  manifefto  fhall  be  read  in  all  the 
churches  on  the  27th  of  the  prefent  month  of 
March,  regiflered  in  all  the  municipal  books,  and 
fixed  up  in  proper  places,  for  the  general  infor- 
mation ;  and  that  full  faith  may  be  given  to  it,  I 
have,  in  confequence  of  the  powers  intrufted  to 
me,  ligned  it  with  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  feal 
of  my  arms,  at  the  head  quarters  of  the  army  un- 
der my  command  at  Polona. 

(Signed)' 

Michael  Krechetnicofp.'* 

Vrufj^an  Declaration. 

"We,  Frederic  William,  by  the  Grace  of  God, 
King  of  Pruffia,  &c. 

"  Make  known  by  thefe  prefents  to  the  relpec- 
tive  ftates,  bilhops,  abbots,  prelates,  woiwodes, 
callle-keepers,  ftarofts,  chamberlains,  and  coun- 
try judges ;  the  knighthood,  vaflals,  and  nobles, 
the  magiibrates  and  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  the 
countrymen,  and  all  the  remainder  of  the  fpiri- 
tual  and  fecular  inhabitants  of  the  woiwodfliips 
of  Pofen,  Gnefen,  Kaiifh,  Siradia,  the  city  and 
monaftery  of  Czentochowa,  the  province  of 
Wielun ;  the  woiwodfhip  of  Lentfchitz,  the  pro- 
vince of  Cujavia,  the  province  of  Dobrzyn,  the 
woiwodfliips  of  Rawa  and  Plotzk,  &c.  in  the 
circle  of  the  boundaries,  as  likewife  the  cities  of 
Dantzic  and  Thorn,  hitherto  in  the  poffeffion  of 
the  crown  of  Poland,  our  gracious  will,  royal 
F  f  4  grace. 
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grace,   and  all  forts  of  good,   and  give  thein  the 
following  moft  gracious  notice : 

"  It  is  univerfally  known  that  the  Polifli  na- 
tion never  ceafed  to  afford  to  the  neighbouring 
powers,  and  chiefly  to  the  Pruflian  ftate,  frequent 
reafons  of  juft  difcontentment.  Not  fatisfied 
(contrary  to  all  rules  of  a  good  neighbourhood) 
with  hurting  the  Pruflian  territory,  by  frequent 
invaiions,  with  molcfling  and  ill  ufing  the  fub- 
jedls  on  this  fide  the  -frontiers,  and  with  almoft 
continually  rcfufing  them  juftice  and  lawful  fa- 
tisladlion;  this  nation  have,  befides,  always 
bufied  themfelves  with  pernicious  plans,  which 
mufl  needs  attra6>  the  attention  of  the  neighbour-^ 
ing  powers.  Thcfe  are  matters  of  fa6t  which 
could  not  efcape  the  eye  of  an  attentive  obferver 
of  the  late  occurrences  in  Poland  :  but  what 
chiefly  excited  the  ferious  confideration  of  tho 
neighbouring  powers,  is  the  fpirit  of  rebellion 
continually  incrcafing  in  Poland,  and  the  vifible 
influence  which  was  obtained  by  thofe  abomi- 
nable exertions,  by  which  all  civil,  political,  and 
religious  ties,  would  have  been  diffolved,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Poland  expofcd  to  all  the  tre- 
mendous confequences  of  anarchy,  and  plunged 
into  miferies  the  end  of  which  could  not  be  feen. 

"  If  in  every  country  the  adoption  and  fpread-i 
ing  out  of  fuch  deftrudlive  principles  is  always 
attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  tranquiUity  and 
happinefs  of  its  inhabitants,  its  deftrutiive  con  • 
fequences  are  chiefly,  and  the  more  to  be  dread- 
ed in  a  country'  like  Poland,  fince  this  nation 
have  always  diftinguifhed  themlclves  by  diflur- 
bancea  and  party  (pirit,  and  are  pozverful  enough  of 
themfelves  to  become  (iangerous  to  their  neighbours  by 
the/e  difturbances. 

''  It 
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*^  It  would  certainly  militate  againft  the  firft 
rules  of  a  found  policy,  as  well  as  the  duties  in- 
cumbent on  us  for  the  prefervation  of  tranquillity 
in  our  ftatc,  if,  in  fuch  a  flate  of  things  in  a 
neighbouring  great  kingdom,  we  remained  inac* 
tive  fpedlators,  and  Ihould  wait  for  the  period, 
when  the  faAion  feel  themfelves  llrong  enough 
to  appear  in  public ;  by  which  our  own  neigh- 
bouring provinces  would  be  expofed  to  feveral 
.  dangers,  by  the  confequences  of  the  anarchy  on 
our  frontiers. 

**  Wc  have  therefore,  in  conjundlion  with  her 
majefty  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  and  with  the  aC- 
fent  of  his  majefty  the  Roman  emperor,  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  fafety  of  our  ftates  did  require  to 
let  to  the  republic  of  Poland  fuch  boundaries 
which  are  more  compatible  with  her  interior 
llrength  and  lituation,  and  to  facilitate  to  Eer  the 
means  of  procuring,  without  prejudice  of  her 
liberty,  a  well-ordained,  folid,  and  adive  form 
of  government,  of  maintaining  herfelf  in  theun^ 
difiurbed  enjoyment  of  the  fame,  and  preventing 
by  thefe  means  the  difturbances  which  have  fo 
often  fhaken  her  own  tranquillity,  and  endanger- 
ed the  fafety  of  her  neighbours. 

^^  In  order  to  attain  this  end,  and  to  preferve 
the  republic  of  Poland  from  the  dreadful  confe- 
quences which  muft  be  the  refult  of  her  internal 
divilions,  and  to  refcue  her  from  her  utter  ruin, 
but  chiefly  to  withdraw  her  inhabitants  from  the 
horrors  of  the  deftru6live  dodlrines  which  they 
arc  bent  to  follow;  there  is,  according  to  our 
thorough  pcrfualion,  to  which  alfo  her  majefty 
the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias  accedes  in  the  molt 
pcrfccSt  congruity  with  our  intentions  and  prin- 
ciples, no  other  means,  except  to  incorporate  her 
lionticr  provinces  into  our  ftates,  and  for  this 

purpofe 
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purpole  to  imniediately  take  pofleifion  of  the 
^une,  and  to  prevent,  in  time,  all  misfortunes 
which  might  arife  from  the  continuance  of  the 
reciprocal  diAurbances. 

**  Wherefore  we  have  refolved,  with  the  af* 
fcnt  of  her  Ruffian  majefly,  to  take  poffeffion  of 
the  abovementioned  diftri6ls  of  Poland,  and  alfo 
of  the  cities  of  Dantzic  and  Thorn,  to  the  end  of 
incorporating  them  to  our  ftate. 

**  We  herewith  publicly  announce  our  firm 
and  unihaken  refolution,  and  expe6t  that  the 
Polifh  natipn  will  very  foon  affemble  in  the  diet, 
and  adopt  the  neceilary  meafures  to  the  end  of 
iettlifig  things  in  an  amicable  manner,  and  of  ob- 
taining the  ialutary  end  of  fecuring  to  the  repub- 
lic of  Poland  an  undifturbed  peace,  and  preferv- 
ing  her  inliabitants  from  the  terrible  confequcnces 
of  anarchy.  At  the  fame  time  we  exhort  the 
Hates  and  inhabitants  of  the  diftri6is  and  towns 
which  we  have  taken  poffeffion  of  as  already 
mentioned,  both  in  a  gracious  and  ferious  man- 
ner, not  to  oppofe  our  commanders  and  troops, 
cjfdered  for  that  purpofe,  but  rather  tractably  to 
fubmit  to  our  governnient,  and  acknowledge  us 
from  this  day  forward  as  their  lawful  king  and 
fovereign,  to  behave  like  loyal  and  obedient  fub- 
jcfts,  and  to  renounce  all  connexion  with  the 
crown  of  Poland. 

**  We  do  not  doubt  but  every  body  whom  this 
may  concern,  will  attend  to  it  with  obedience ; 
but  in  cafe,  contrary  to  all  expedlation,  feme 
one  or  other  frate  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  dif- 
trids  and  towns  Ihould  refufe  to  obey  the  con- 
tents of  this  our  open  letter,  and  not  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  nor  fubmit  to  our  govern- 
ment, or  even  attempt  to  oppofe  our  command- 
ers and  troops,  fuch  perfon  or  pcrfons  have  una- 
voidably 


HISTORY  OF   POLAND.  443 

Toidably  to  expedl  the  punishments  ufual  in  fuch 
like  cafesy  to  be  inflidted  upon  them  without 
any  diftin  Aion. 

*^  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  fubfcribed  this 
patent  widi  our  own  hand^  and  caufed  our  royal 
ieal  to  be  iet  to  it  to  be  publifhed  in  due  place, 
and  to  be  publicly  printed. 

^'  Done  at  Berlin  the  25th  of  March,  1793. 

Frederick  William,  (L»  S.) 

(FiNKESTEIN,) 

(Alvensleben.)'* 

RuJjUan  Declaration* 

**  The  intentions  which  her  majefly  the  emprefi 
^of  all  the  Ruflias  has  caufed  to  be  announced  in 
the' declaration  delivered  on  the  7-1 8th  May, 
laft  year,  by  her  minifter  at  Warfaw,  upon  the 
occafion  of  her  troops  entering  Poland,  were 
without  contradidlion  of  a  nature  for  obtaining 
the  fuffrage,  deference,  and  one  might  even  add, 
thankfulnefs  of  the  whole  French  nation.  How- 
ever, all  Europe  has  feen  in  what  manner  they 
have  been  received  and  appropriated. 

**  To  open  to  the  confederation  of  Targowicz 
the  road  by  which  they  might  attain  the  exercife 
of  their  rights  and  legal  power,  it  was  neceflary 
to  take  up  arms,  and  the  authors  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  the  3d  of  May  1791,  and  their  adher- 
ents, have  not  quitted  the  career  by  which  they 
have  provoked  the  Ruffian  troops,  until  after 
they  were  vanquilhed  by  4heir  efforts. 

"  But  if  open  refiftance  ceafed,  it  was  only  to 
make  room  for  fecret  machinations,  whole  deve- 
loped fprings  are  the  more  dangerous,  as  they  of- 
ten efcape  the  mofl  attentive  vigilance,  and  even 
the  reach  of  the  law. 

*«  The 
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'*  The  fpirit  of  faftion  and  dilhirbance  has  fliot 
foch  deep  roots,  that  thofe  who  mifchievoufly  fo- 
ment and  propagate  them,  after  having  been  un- 
luccefsful  in  their  cabals  at  foreign  courts  to  ren- 
der the  views  of  Ruffia  fufpicious  to  them,  have 
endeavoured  to  delude  the  multitude,  always  eafy 
to  be  overtaken,  and  fucceeded  in  making  them 
ihare  in  the  hatred  and  animofity  they  have  con^ 
ceived  againft  this  empire,  for  having  fruftrated 
them  in  their  criminal  expeftations. 

"  Without  Ipeaking  about  feveral  fa6ls  of  pub- 
lic notoriety,  that  prove  the  mifchievous  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  greateft  number  of  the  Polanders,  let 
it  fufficc  to  mention,  that  they  have  been  known 
to  abufe  even  the  principles  of  humanity  and  of 
moderation,  to  which  the  generals  and  officers  of 
the  emprefs's  army,  purfuant  to  the  exprefe  orders 
they  had  received,  conformed  their  condu<ft  and 
adlions;  and  to  burft  out  againft  them  in  all 
manner  of  infults  and  bad  proceedings,  mfomuch 
that  the  moft  audacious  durft  to  make  mention 
of  Sicilian  vefpers,  and  threaten  to  make  them 
undergo  the  fame. 

*^  Such  is  the  reward  which  thefe  enemies  of 
tranquillity  and  of  good  order,  whom  her  impe- 
rial majefty  was  willing  to  re-eftablifh  and  fecure 
in  their  native  country,  rcferved  for  her  generous 
intentions !  !  } 

*^  From  this,  one  may  guefs  at  the  fincerity  of 
the  acceffion  of  moft  among  them  to  the  jiow  ex- 
ifting  confederation,  and  alio  at  the  duration  and 
iblidity  of  the  peace  both  abroad  and  in  the  bo- 
ibm  of  the  republic. 

''  But  the  emprefs,  accuftomed  for  thefe  thirty 
years  to  flruggle  againft  the  continual  agitations 
of  this  ftate,  and  trufting  to  the  means  Provi- 
dence gave  her  to  contain  within  their  bounds 

the 
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the  diffcnfions  which  have  reigned  there  until 
this  day,  would  have  perfevered  in  her  difinter- 
efted  exertions,  and  continued  to  bury  in  oblivioa 
all  the  grievances  flie  has  to  lay  to  its  charge,  and 
alfo  the  lawful  pretenfions  to  which  they  intitle 
her,  if  inconveniences  of  a  ftill  more  fcrious  na- 
ture were  not  to  be  apprehended.  The  unnatu- 
ral delirium  of  a  people  of  late  fo  flouriihing, 
now  degraded,  difmembered,  and  on  the  brinfc 
of  an  ab}is  ready  to  fwallow  them,  inftead  of 
being  an  objeft  of  horror  for  thofe  fadious  per- 
fons,  appears  to  them  a  pattern  for  imitation. 
They  endeavour  to  introduce  into  the  bofom  of 
the  republic  this  internal  doctrine,  which  a  fe(ft^ 
altogether  impious,  facrilegious,  and  abfiird,  has 
engendered,  to  the  misfortune  and  diflblution  of 
.all  religious,  civil,  and  political  focieties- 

*^  Clubs,  which  are  connected  with  the  Jaco- 
bine  Clubs  at  Paris,  are  already  eftablifhed  in  the 
capital,  as  well  as  in  feveral  provinces  of  Poland; 
they  diftil  their  poifon  in  a  fecret^  manner,  fill  the 
people's  minds  with  it,  and  caufe  them  to  ferment. 

*'  The  eftablifhment  of  an  axiom  fo  danger- 
ous for  all  powers  whofe  ftates  border  upon  th<^ 
dominions  of  the  republic,  muft  naturally  excite 
their  attention.  They  have  in  conjundlion  taken 
the  moft  proper  meafures  for  ftifling  the  evil  be- 
fore it  came  to  maturity,  and  preventing  its  con- 
tagion from  reaching  their  own  frontiers.  Her 
majelly  the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias,  and  his 
majelly  the  king  of  Pruflia,  with  the  affent  oF 
his  majcfty  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  have 
found  no  other  cfFechial  ones  fqr  their  refpedlive 
fafety  than  to  confine  the  republic  of  Poland  in 
narrower  bounds,  by  awarding  to  her  an  exift- 
ence  and  proportions  which  fuit  an  intermediary 
power  beil,  and  which  facilitate  to  her  the  means 

of 
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of  fecuring  and  prc&rving  herfelf,  without  pre- 
judicing her  former  Kberty,  and  a  government 
that  is  wifely  regulated,  and  at  the  fame  time  ac- 
tive enough  to  prevent  and  reprefs  all  fuch 
diforders  and  difturbances  as  have  fo  often  im- 
paired her  own  tranquillity  and  that  of  her 
neighbours.  For  this  purpofe,  their  majefties 
the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  and  the  king 
of  Pruffia,  being  united  with  a  perfeft  concert 
of  views  and  principles,  are  thoroughly  convinced 
that  they  cannot  better  prevent  the  entire  fubver- 
fion  the  republic  is  threatened  with  after  the  di(^ 
cord  that  has  divided  it,  and  efpecially  Ijjr  thofe 
monftrous  and  erroneous  opinions  that  begin  to 
manifeft  themfelves,  than  by  uniting  to  their  re- 
fpedlive  ftates  thofe  of  the  provinces  which  ac- 
tually border  upon  the  feme,  and  by  taking  ad 
immediate  and  efFeftive  pofleflion  of  them,  ia 
order  to  Ihelter  them  in  time  from  the  fatal  efFedbs 
of  thofe  very  opinions  which  people  feck  to  pro- 
pagate there. 

"  Their  faid  majefties,  by  announcing  to  the 
whole  Polilh  nation  in  general  the  firm  refolu- 
fions  they  have  taken  on  this  head,  invite  them 
to  aflemble  as  foon  as  poffible  in  a  diet,  to  the 
end  of  proceeding  to  an  amicable  regulation  con- 
cerning this  objedt,  and  to  concur  with  the  falu^ 
tary  intention  they  have  for  fecuring  to  her  in  fu- 
ture a  ftate  of  undiftxirbe4  peace  fixed  on  a  fta« 
ble  and  folid  bafis. 

**  Given  at  Grodno,  the  29th  of  March,  gth 
^pril,  1793. 

Jacob  be  Sievsrs, 

'^  Ambaflador  Extraordinary  and  Pleni- 
potentiary of  her  Imperial  Majcfiy 
of  all  the  Ruffias/' 

In 
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In  anfwer  to  the  ad  and  4th  of  theie  papers 
the  following  note  was  delivered  on  the  28th  of 
April  by  the  illuftrious  general  confederation  to 
his  excellency  M.  De  Sievers,  ambaifador  from 
the  emprefs  of  all  the  Ruflias. 

*^  The  general  confederation  of  the  two  nations 
having  enjoined  the  underiigned  to  anfwer  the 
notes  of  his  excellency  M.  De  Sievers^  ambaifa- 
dor extraordinary  of  her  imperial  majefty  of  all 
the  Ruffias,  they  find  themfeives  charged  and 
conftrained  to  confels,  that  the  confederation 
never  exped^ed  a  declaration  of  the  taking  of  the 
provinces  of  the  repubHc,  and  that  they  on  the 
receipt  of  the  firft  note  have  of  courfe  found 
themfeives  in  the  difficult  fituation  of  conciliating 
the  painful  ientiments  they  found  themfeives  pe« 
netrated  with  refpedling  the  regard  due  to  neigh« 
bouring  and  allied  powers;  a  fituation  whidi 
alone  wa9  the  cauie  of  a  longer  deliberation. 

**The  general  confederation  thought^  they 
might  indeed  fuppofe,  by  the  purport  of  Hie  notes 
delivered  to  them,  both  on  the  part  of  her  impe- 
rial majefty  of  all  the  Ruifias^  and  on  the  part 
of  his  Pruifian  majefty,  that  the  taking  of  the 
wealthieft  provinces  of  the  republic  of  Poland, 
and  whofe  extent  exceeds  that  which  is  kfl  her, 
is  no  longer  an  obje6l  of  negociation  fufceptible 
of  a  mutual  arrangement,  biit  rather  a  declaration 
of  what  thefe  two  powers  have  pleafed  to  fubmit 
under  their  dominion;  and  it  has  confequently 
appeared  to  the  general  confederation,  that  no 
power  whatfoever,  n<rt  evfen  that  of  the  diet,  be- 
ing able  to  avert  the  difafter  which  unexpeftedly 
has  befel  the  republic,  it  would  have  been  the 
duty  of  the  faid  confederation,  who  with  a  folemm 
oath  have  bound  themielves^  in  the  fiice  of  tho 
4  ehurch. 
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church,  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  counfrjf 
in  the  finalleft  particle,  to  withdraw  themfelves 
from  the  leaft  participation  of  any  thing  that 
might  juftly  render  them  perjurers.  The  delibe- 
rations then  only  run  upon  proper  means  of  fav- 
ing  the  honour  of  a  clear  and  irreproachable  con- 
Icience  ;  ^but  lince  the  confederation  have  found 
themfelves  to  be  unable  to  ferve  the  country  in  a 
ufefiil  manner,  and  to  deferve  by  a  loyal  counter- 
declaration  to  fee  themfelves  rather  pitied  than 
defpifed,  after  an  event  they  can  in  no  ways  re- 
proach themfelves  with,  and  of  which  they  hope 
to  be  cleared  by  an  equitable  and  compaffionate 
public. 

"  It  was  in  a  conteft  of  limilar  fenfations, 
when  the  fecond  note  of  his  excellency  the  am- 
baffador  was  handed  to  the  general  confedera- 
tion, who  are  befides  forced  to  fear  the  reproaches 
of  the  nation  concerning  their  inaction,  efpccially 
after  having  been  informed,  that  whatever  was 
fiirnilhed  to  the  numerous  army  of  her  imperial 
majefty,  fhould  not  be  refunded  till  the  univer- 
lals  were  publifhed,  in  order  to  aflemble  an  ex- 
traordinary diet. 

**  Finally,  they  have  charged  the  underwritten 
to  declare  in  the  name  of  the  general  confedera- 
tion, and  by  their  exprefs  or&r,  that  the  faid 
confederation  think  themfelves  fully  juftifted  be- 
fore the  light  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  ther 
equitablenefs  of  the  neighbouring  and  allied  pow- 
ers, likewife  before  their  juft  and  impartial  na- 
tion, concerning  any  participation  whatever  in 
the  plan  of  dividing  Poland,  and  relative  to  the 
meafures  they  adopt,  purfuant  to  the  laws  gua- 
ranteed by  thofe  very  powers — by  recalling  the 
members  of  the  permanent  council,  who  have 
not  given  an  account  yet  of  their  pad  adminifbra- 

tion— 
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tion — ^by  Tq)lacing  with  new  members  thofe  that 
are  lawfully  excluded-~and  to  further  the  com- 
plement eftahlifhedby  the  law  of  1775;  by  re- 
Jftoring  befides  to  this  magiftracy  all  the  activity 
given  them,  to  the  end  of  efiedtually  relieving 
the  prefling  exigencies  of  the  republic,  and  of 
continuing  its  government. 

"  The  underwritten  are  in  hopes  his  excellency 
the  ambaifador  extraordinary  of  her  imperial  ma- 
jefiy  will  find  this  prefent  anfwer  as  loyal  and 
juil  as  all  the  actions  of  the  confederation  have 
always  been,  and  that  he  will  acquaint  his  court 
with  it,  by  juftifying  whatever  may  have  been 
the  eifedl  of  a  too  limited  power  by  an  oath  of 
the  iaid  confederation  taken  in  a  folemn  man- 
ner. 

PUTAWOKI, 

Vice  Marfhal  of  the  Confederation  of 
Lithuania. 

Zabibllo, 

Marfhal  of  the  Confederation  of  the 
Crown?' 

The  two  notes,  delivered  to  the  Polifh  diet 
from  the  miniflers  of  St.  Peterfburg  and  Berlin, 
demanding  the  appointment  of  a  deputation  to 
iandlion  &e  divifion  of  the  country,  produced 
the  mofl  violent  altercation.  It  was  agreed  in 
the  fitting  of  the  a6th  of  June,  upon  the  motion 
of  M.  Jankowfki,  by  a  conliderable  majority  of 
votes,  to  claim  the  mediation  of  all  the  foreign 
-  courts  with  thofe  of  Berlin  and  St.  Peterfburg, 
to  withdraw  their  troops  from  the  provinces  of 
the  republic,  and  to  give  up  the  fame. 

G  g  A  m^ 
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Amotion  was  afterwards  made^  that  tlie  ^^ 
ptttation  demanded  Ibould  be  empowered  to  treat 
with  thte  court  of  Ruffia  only :  this  propofition 
ttas  fupported  by  the  king,  and  carried  by  a  ma- 
|t>rity  of  107  voices  againfi  24. 
'  On  the  28th  the  marfhal  again  brought  for- 
ward the  appointment  bf  a  delegation  to  treat 
^ith  the  courts  of  St.  Peterfburg  and  Berlin 
conjointly.  This  was  oppofed  by  almoft  the 
Whole  chamber,  as  inconiiftent  with  the  rclbhi- 
tion  already  adc^ed  to  treat  only  with  the  court 
of  St.  Peterfburg,  and  an  injunftion  was  voted 
to  the  chancellors  of  Courland  and  Litiiuania,  to 
^raw  up  an  anfwer  to  the  notes  delivered  by  tlie 
Rtiffian  and  Pruflian  niinifiers,  conformable  to 
the  principles  of  this  refolution.  The  inftruc- 
tions  prepared  by  the  chancellors  for  the  minif- 
tera  at  foreign  courts,  and  for  the  condu6l  of 
the  delegation,  viz.  to  tceat  only  with  the  court 
of  St.  Peterfburg,  were  read.  It  was  propofed, 
as  an  additional  article,  to  call  M.  Ducache, 
Kfaffj/  its  Affairts  from  the  court  of  Vienna,  to 
the  negociations,  becaufe  the  emperor  had  gua- 
rantied the  treaty  of  1 775.  To  give  time  for  ex- 
amining this  amendment,  the  dtct  adjourned  to. 
July  the  I  ft,  when  tibe  debates  on  the  delegaticfh 
were  renewed ;  and  to  get  rid  of  a  difcuffion, 
which,  the  longer  it  was  purfued,  became  the 
more  embarrafl^,  it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
adjourn  the  diet  to  the  15th  of  July. 

On  the  15th  the  deputies  held  a  fecond  confe- 
Tence  with  the  Ruffian  ambaflador,  and  delrvered 
to  him  &e  following  memorial : 

Refmi0rancn 
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Afmonfirottces  made  td  the  Count  de  Sievers^  the  Ruf 
Jan  Ambajfador^  on  the  Part  of  tin  King  and  tie 
States  of  Poland^  by  the  Chancellors  of  the  Crown, 
and  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania. 

«'  The  kiiig  and  the  confederated  fiates  of  ths 
republic  having  had  notice  of  a  {bcond  violence 
conunitted  today  upon  the  deputies  of . the  09- 
tion^  of  whom  many  hare  been  arrefte(i^  their 
houfes;  feeling  with  forrow  the^iq^ttried  which  a 
free  and  independent  natjpn  hct^fuffered  from  a 
foreign  power,  and  not  being^ble  to  continue 
legally  our  deliberations  without,  the  prefence  of 
thofe  members  of  the  diet/  \^e  h^^ye  ordered  una- 
nimoufly  the  chancellor  to  pre&nt,  in  our  naovt^ 
a  note  to  the  Ruffian  ambaflador,  to  reprelent 
to  him  the  general  feniktioi;i  which  fiich  a  pro- 
ceeding has  occailoned,  and  to  demand  the  im- 
mediate enlargement  of  the  perfons  arreted.   *  ' 
^^  Having  ^o  l^rned  that  the  ambai&doc  Jbad 
ordered  the  proyilions  defliped  for  the  uie  of  the 
king  to  be  intercepted,   and  the  efiates  of  M* 
Tys^ewiecz,    n[iari}ial  of  the  grand  docfay  of 
Li[thuania,   to  l)e  fequeflr^tedj^  which  gives  us 
jpe^on  to  apprekiei)d  ihat  iniutoreidich  violences 
may  be  increa^d,  ^e  refdlved  iinanimoufly  that 
the  chancellors  ihall  make  to  the  .ambaiTador 
(ujitab^e  ;reprf:^n(talipi;is  on  the  ful^d,  in£fiing 
that  fuch  oi;dfer8  ibpvld  be  countermanded,   as 
.  weU  with  r/egMT^  tq  the  king's  domains,  as  the 
:^i)pfirati<^  o^  jtbe  efiates  of  the  marfhal  1^- 
^^i^^ ;  and  wit^  refpe^t  to  otiaa  eflates  of 
.^i$^,  fi[kc  .violation  hap  not  yet.  come'  to  our 
;^n6wlfd^9  dju^  .ai^aflador  wlU  benoofocth  be 
.fi^af^  tO:^bila)A:froip  gjiyiog  £och  tit^txs. 
._/  Ggn  "Acfopy 
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*^  A  copy  of  this  note  fhall  be  communicated  to 
all  the  foreign  minifters  refiding  near  the  king  s 
perfon^  and  the  ftates  affembled," 

Done  at  Grodno,  July  ii,  1793. 

This  memorial  the  deputies  requefted  the  am- 
bailftdor  to  traniinit  to  the  emprcfs ;  which, 
however,  he  abfolutely  refufed  to  do;  and,  in  a 
note  which  he  lent  to  the  diet,  accompanied  by 
menaces,  he  inliiled  on  the  jSgnature  and  ratifi- 
cation of  tlie  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce 
^between  Ruflia  and  the  Republic ;  and  that  the 
deputies  ihduld  be  invefted  with  full  powers  to 
elFedt  the  fame. 

In  the  feilion  of  the  fame  day  (the  15th)  the 
note  was  read,  the  diet  confented  to  the  proro- 
gation of  the  feflion  till  the  30th,  but  refufed  to 
comply  with  the  wilhes  of  the  RufSan  ambafla- 
dor   relpeding    the    treaty  pf   alliance*     This 
treaty,  a  plan  of  which  the  deputies  printed  on 
that  day  to  the  diet,  conlifted  of  ten  articles,  and 
contained  fbme  advantages  at  the   expence  of 
fomc  facrifices.    The  Polilh  nation  might  chufe 
the  form  of  government  which  it  conceived  bcft 
adapted  to  its  intereils,  except  that  of  the  3d  of 
May  1 791;  but  the  balis  of  the  advantages  to 
be  granted  to  Poland  was  the  complete  and  fiill 
ratification  of  the  treaty  of  partition  between 
the  courts  of  Peterfburg  and  ^lin,  in  its  full 
extent,  as  was  required  on  the  9th  of  April. 

In  confequence  of  the  refufiil  of  the  diet  to 
accede,  the  Ruffian  ambaffador  on  the  16th  fent 
a  note  tantamount  to  a  formal  declaration  of 
war.  He  iaid  in  this  note,  that,  unleft  the  de-^ 
puties  were  invcftcd  with  the  authority  required 
on  the  iTtfa,  he  ihould  lay  the  eifattes,  poficf- 

fioDi^ 
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"Rons,  aiKl  habitations  of  the  membevs  of  the 
diet  under  a  military  execution;  and^  ihould 
the  king  adhere  to  the  oppofite  party^  the  royal 
domains  would  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner. 

For  feveral  fucceffive  days  the  diet  was  aiTailed 
with  ofEcial  notes  from  the  Ruffian  ambaflador 
and  the  Pruffian  miniftcr,  filled  ^  with  vioknt 
menaces,  preffing  the  ligi\ature  of  the  treaty^ 
The  flates,  however,  peiSfted  in  their  refofal. 
At  laft  M.  de  Sievers,  the  Ruffian  ambaiTador, 
fent  in  his  ultimatum  in  a  note,  which  ended 
with  the  following  remarkable  expreffions : 

"  The  underwritten  mufi  bendes  inform  the 
flates  of  the  republic  affembled  in  the  confioie* 
rated  diet,  that  he  thought  it  of  abfolute  necef- 
lity,  for  preventing  tumult,  to  order  two  bat-- 

TALIONS  OF  GRENADIERS,  WITH  FOUR  PI£C£S  OF 
CANNON,    TO  SURROUND    THE    CASTLE,    UUdcr  the 

command  of  major-general  Rautenfeld,  who  is 
to  cpntert  meafures  with  the  grand  marfhal  of 
Lithuania  for  fecuring  the  tranquillity  of  their 
deliberations.  The  under-written  expedls  that 
the  fitting  will  not  terminate  until  the  demanded 
iignature  of  the  treaty  is  decided." 

Done  at  Grodno^  tlie  2d   of   September^ 

^793- 

His  excellency  kept  his  *  word :  the  two  bat- 
talions foon  arrived  with  their  cannon :  the  caf- 
tle  was  fo  clofely  furrounded  that  no  perfon  wa3 
fuffered  to  go  out.  Major-general  Rautenfeld, 
with  the  officers  of  the  divifion,  took  poft  in 
the  fcnate,  pretending  to  guard  his  majefty  s  per- 
fon againft  confpirators.  The  king,  confcious  of 
.  his  redlitude,  and  difbelieving  the  exiftence  of 
any  confpiracy  againft  him,  fent  a  delegation  to 
the  Ruffian  ambaflador,  declaring  that  he  would 
Gg  3  not 
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pck  d6eh  the  fcflion  in  the  prefence  6{  the  tluf- 
fian  officers.^  In  conlequence,  they  were  ordered 
to-  retire,  except  the  general,  who  declared  pub- 
licly that  no  iliember  Ihould  be  fufFered  to  quit 
tte  fenate  before  the  confent  to  the  treaty  was 

fveti.  The  debates  were  long  and  violent ;  and 
was  liot  till  three  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
Bfter 'three  fticceffite  divifions,  that  the  diet 
tame  to  the  following  refolution : 

Xi^cree.of  the  J)iety  pajfed  on  the  id  of  September ^  ^i 
GroStOj  empQ7veriftg  the  Deputation  to  treat  with 
the  Pruffian  Mtnifter. 

'^  We  the  king,  together  with .  the  confederate 
ftates  of  the  republic  aflembled  in  diet,  having 
Jieard  the  report  of  the  deputation  appointed  to 
ncgociate  with  the  minifter  of  the  king  of  Pruf- 
^a,  artd  feen  the  plan  of  the  propofed  treaty — 
Whereas  it  appears  that,  notwithftanding  the 
jnediation  of  the  Ruffian  ambaflador,  the  court 
,of  Berlin  perfifts  in  meafures  detrimental  to  the 
ti^ublic,  and  that  hardly  a  modification  of  fome 
of .  the  articles  in  that  treaty  was  obtained, 
^whereby  We  find  ourfelves  in  the  highcft  degree 
opprefled:  therefore,  far  firom  acknowledging 
the.  pretended  legality  of  right  whereby  the  court 
of  Berlin  endeavours  to  juftify  its  violence  ex- 
eited  towards  the  republic,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, adhering  moft  ftridlly  to  our  former  de- 
claration by  the  note  given  in  anfwer  to  thofe  of 
'the  two  allied  courts — Declare  before  all  Eu- 
it)pe,  to  whom  we  have  repeatedly  appealed. 
That,  fouiided  on  the  faith  of  treaties  moft  fa- 
crcdly  obferved  on  dur  part,  as  well  as  on  that 
of  the  treaty  tecently  entered  into  with  his  ma- 
jefty  the  king  of  Ptuffia,  and  at  his  own  dejire^ 

in 
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in  the  year  1790  (whereby  the  iodependence  and 
the  integrity  of  Poland  were  guaranteed  ip  thc^ 
moil  folenui  manner),  being  deprived  of  free 
will,  furrounded  at  this  very  moment  of  the 
preient  a6t  by  an  armed  foreign  force,  and  threat** 
ened  with  a  further  invaiion  of  the  Pruffiau 
troops,  to  the  end  of  ruining  our  remaining  ter- 
ritories, we  are  forced  to  commiilion  and  author  * 
rize  the  faid  deputation  to  iign  the  treaty^.  ii;ich 
as  it  was  planned  and  amended  under  the  ipcr 
diation  of  the  RufHan  ambaifador,  containing 
in  particular  this  claufe — "  That  it  fhall  be  gua- 
ranteed by  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  RuiHa,  hip 
fovereign,  with  all  feparate  articles  relating 
thereto,  efpecially  in  regard  to  commerce,  clergy, 
fecurity  of  the  republic  and  of  the  inhabitants, 
cither  wholly  comprized  under  foreign  domi- 
nion, or  poflefling  property  in  both  countries; 
namely,  that  the  preient  prince  primate  of  Poh 
land  might  refide  conilantly  within  the  repub- 
lic, ib  attending  to  his  high  office,  and  enjoy  his 
entire  revenues ;  alfo,  that  in  cafe  of  the  family 
of  princes  Radzivil  being  extindt,  the  houfe  a( 
Brandenburg  ihould  not  form  any  preteniion  to 
their  fucceffion,  which  ihall  belong  to  the  re> 
publie:"  with  the  ibllowing  alteration,  how- 
ever, of  the  lail  article  in  the  iaid  treaty ; . "  That 
we  the  king  will  not  ratify  fuch  treaty  of  ceffion, 
both  in  our  and  in  the  republic's  name,  unlefs 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  and  all  feparate  articles 
mutually  agreed  on,  under  the  accepted  mec^ia- 
tion  and  guarantee  of  the  court  of  Ruffia,  by 
both  parties,  ihall  be  iinally  fettled  and  iign^ 
by  the  contracting  powers." 

The  fubfequent  negociation  with  PrufGa  ended 
^  it  began,  or  rather  furpaiTed  all  the  violences 
exerciied  qq  the  2d  of  September. 

G  g  4  On 
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On  the  a3d  of  that  month  the  Ruffian  am- 
baifador,  early  in  the  morning,  opened  the  ne- 
gociation^  by  arrefting  fopr  members  of  the  diet, 
viz.  Krafnodemelki,  of  Liva;  Szydloulki,  of 
Plock ;  Mikeiiki,  of  Wvfzogrod  ;  and  Sharzyn- 
iki,  of  Lomza^  whom  ne  fent  off  immediately 
under  a  guard  to  the  fefpeftive  places  theyrepre- 
fented. 

Next,  he  ordered  two  battalions  of  grenadiers, 
with  three  pieces  of  cannon,  to  furround  and 
block  up  all  the  avenues  and  gates  of  the  caftle. 

After  thefe  preliminaries,  the  fitting  of  the 
diet  began.  Its  formal  opening  was  ftrongly  op- 
pofed,  on  the  ground  of  a  former  decree,  that  all 
deliberations  mould  ceafe  whenever  any  violent 
adl  Ihould  be  employed  againft  a  member  of  the 
legiflative  body. 

In  confequence,  before  the  reading  of  the  am* 
balTador^s  ;iotes  was  allowed,  two  deputations 
were  fucceflively  fent  to  him,  to  demand  thfe  li- 
berty of  the  arrefted  members.  They  were  an- 
Iwered  both  verbally  and  by  a  note,  with  abfo- 
lute  refufal.  The  notes  were  then  read.  The 
houfe  conceiving  itfelf  to  be  in  a  paflive  Hate, 
as  being  under  foreign  arms,  and  deprived  of  a 
free  deliberation,  would  npt  proceed  for  many 
hours  on  any  bufinefs ;  during  which  time  th^ 
witneffed  a  moft  diftreffing  and  humiliating  fcene ; 
a  Ruffian  general  ftrutting  to  and  fro  in  the 
middle  of  the  fenate,  in  the  prefence  of  the  king 
on  the  throne,  perfuading  and  menacirig,  alter- 
nately, the  members  to  fign,  unconditionally, 
the  demands  of  the  king  of  Pruffia* 

Five  hours  were  ipent  in  this  manner ;  at  laft, 
on  the  motion  of  count  Ankwicz,  nuncio  of 
Cracow,  it  was  agreed  to  make  a  fqlemh  de- 
claration, or  prot^,    againft  the  violent  mea- 

fares 


HISTORY   OF   POLANP.  457 

ibres  employed  by  the  Ruffian  ambaffador  on 
the  2d  of  September^  and  that  day;  and  that, 
to  prove  a  total  inadtivity  of  the  diet,  inflead  of 
expreffing  their  ientiments  in  the  ufual  manner, 
either  by  voting  or  by  acclamation,  they  fliould 
keep  a  mournful  filence  when  the  marfhal  fhould 
propofe  the  proje^l  in  queflion.  This  was  ac« 
cordingly  adopted. 

Thus  was  obtained  the  confent  to  a  ceffion, 
which  is  to  juflify  it  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  and 
poflerity.  Thus  ended  this  extraordinary  nego- 
ciation,  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  diploma- 
tic hifiory ;  and  thus,  in  confequence,  was  Hgned 
the  treaty  of  ceffion  of  the  Polifh  provinces  to 
Pruffia.  The  protejft,  however,  of  the  diet,  de- 
ferves  to  be  particularly  noticed  by  the  prefent 
generation  and  by  all  poflerity. 

Declaration  of  the  Diet* 

^^  The  diet  of  Poland,  hemmed  in  by  foreign 
troops,  and  threatened  with  an  irruption  from 
the  Pruffian  army^riformed,  too,  that  this  ir- 
ruption fliall  be  attended  with  univerfal  defola- 
tion  and  deftrudlion — finally,  infulted  by  a  thou- 
fand  outrages,  have  been  forced  to  accede  to  the 
figning  of  the  treaty  with  Pruffia. 

"  They  did  endeavour  to  add  to  the  treaty 
fome  conditions  to  which  they  conceived  that 
the  lamentable  fituation  of  their  country  would 
have  extortpd  a  confent  even  from  the  heart  of 
power.  But  the  diet  were  deceived.  They 
found  that  power  was  unaccompanied  by  pity, 
and  th^t  Pruffia^  having  thrown  her  vi«ira  to 
the  ground,  would  not  refrain  from  enjoying  the 
.  jniferable  fatisfadlion  of  trampling  upon  it. 
.  Frefh  infults  have  been  heaped  upon  their  heads, 

•  ai^d 
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and  new  conditions  hate  been  impofed  upon 
them.  To  previent  all  deliberations  upon  theft 
conditions^  the  diet  have  not  only  been  fur- 
rounded  by  foreign  troops,  and  inlUlted  by  me- 
jDacing  notes,  but  they  have  been  violated  by  the 
arreft  of  their  members,  who  have  been  draped 
ignominioufly  from  the  midil  of  them,  while 
thofe  who  were  fuffered  ftill  to  poflefe  a  perfonal 
freedom,  have  been  held  in  mental  oppteffion 
and  flavery. 

"  I,  therefore,  the  king  of  Poland,  enervated 
l>y  ^^9  ^^^  linking  undef  the  accumulated 
weight  of  fo  many  vexations  and  ftich  multiplied 
oppreflions ;  and  we  alfo,  the  members  of  the 
diet,  declare,  that  being  unable,  even  by  the  fa- 
crifice  of  our  lives,  to  relieve  our  country  from 
the  yoke  of  its  oppreffors,  consign  it  to  poste- 
rity, trufting  that  means  may  then  be  found  to 
refcue  it  from  oppreffion  and  flavery.  Such 
means  arc  unhappily  not  in  our  power.  Other 
countries  neglect  us.  While  they  reprobate  the 
violations  which  one  country  is  alledged  to  have 
committed  againft  liberty,  they  can  fee  not  only 
with  apathy,  but  with  approbation,  the  outrages 
which  have  been  committed  againft  Poland. 
We  have  done.  We  accede,  for  the  reaibns 
above-mentioned,  to  the  treaty  laid  before  us,  . 
though  it  is  contrary  to  our  wiflies,  to  our  fenti- 
rocnts,  and  to  our  rights.'* 

Done  at  Grodno,  Sept.  24,  1793. 

This  appeal,  as  well  as  a  detail  of  the  events 
of  the  23d  of  September,  and  the  following 
days,  were  afterwards  tranfmitted  to  all  the  fo- 
reign minifters. 

By  fuMcquent  meafures  the  Polifh  nation,  be- 
lieving its«political  exigence  to  depend  on  a  per- 
petual 
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pctual  alliance  with  a  powerful  neighbour,  put 
itfelf  under  the  proteSion  and  courted  the  benevo- 
knee  of  her  imperial  majefty  of  all  the  Ruflias. 

The  end  of  the  diet  of  Grodno  was  worthy  an 
afTembly  from  whofe  epoch  Poland  will  date  the 
confummation  of  her  political  annihilation,  and 
the  remembrance  of  which  will  remain  deeply 
engraven  on  the  mind  of  every  friend  of  juflice 
and  humanity.     The  laft  fittings  were  remarka- 
ble for  the  turbulent  and  precipitate  manner  with 
which  they  finilhed,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking, 
flrangled,  the  important  bufinefs  which  was  on 
the  carpet,  namely,  the  new  conflitution.     Im- 
portant as  this  was  for  the  remains  of  the  repub- 
lic, which  Hill  preferved  the  name  of  Poland  and 
Lithuania,  they  entered  not  into  the  leaft  difcuf- 
iion  upon  the  different  articles  which  were  to 
compofe  it.     The  plan,  which  had  been  prcvi- 
oufly  drawn  up,  experienced  very  little  change, 
was  accepted  in  a  mafs^  and  its  acceptation  was 
inferted  in  the  regifters,  with  the  addition  that  it 
had  been  read  before  the  liates  affcmhled  iil  a 
confederated  diet.     About  20  nuncios  wifiied,  it 
is  true,  to  proteft  againft  various  articles,  but  no 
attention  was  paid  either  to  their  advice  or  oppo- 
fition,  and  this  new  form  paffcd  immediately  into 
a  law,  at  leaft  for  the  time,  for  its  perpetuity  wa3 
not  aflured  by  any  guarantee,  not  even  by  that  of 
Ruffia.     This  they  failed  not  to  remark  as  a  fiii- 
gularity;  but  it.  was  no  matter  of  furprize  to 
thofe  who  recoUefted  the  fubftance  of  the  15th 
article  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  Ruffia 
and  Poland,  in  which  it  was  expreflly  ftipulated,' 
^*  that  the  ki^g  and  republic  engage,  in  the  moflt 
folemn  and  binding  manner,  not  to  undertake  or 
effedl  any  change  or  amendment  which  may  in- 
fringe the  form  of  government  to  be  eftablilhed, 

without 
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without  confulting  her  majefly  the  cmprcfi  of  all 
the  RufliaSy  or  her  fucccflbrs  ;'*  the  refult  of 
which  ftipulation  was,  that  Ruffia,  without  en- 
gaging for  the  perpetuity  of  the  new  form,  took 
care,  if  ever  a  change  were  requifite,  it  Ihould 
be  made  without  her  approbation. 

The  z&  of  this  conftitution  was  immediately 
publilhed  in  the  Polifli  tongue.  It  confifted  of 
four  parts ;  the  firft  of  which  contained  the  pa£la 
conventay  and  the  fundamental  laws.  The  othar 
parts  prefcribed  the  regulations  for  the  dietines^ 
the  different  tribunals,  the  clergy,  &c.  Another 
a6l,  palled  towards  the  clofe  of  this  unfortunate 
diet,  confolidated  the  laft  difmemberment  of  the 
republic,  by  eflablilhing  three  commiffioners  for 
the  demarcation  of  the  limits ;  one  for  the  con- 
fines between  Ruflia  and  Leffer  Poland ;  another 
for  thofe  between  the  former  and  Polifh  Lithua- 
nia ;  and  a  third  to  regulate  the  frontier  with  the 
Pruffian  eftates ;  the  whole  conformably  to  the 
treaties  of  cejion  figned  in  the  name  of  the  diet. 
As  for  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  court  of 
Berlin,  it  met  with  a  number  of  difficulties,  ef- 
pecially  with  regard  to  the  ilaple  duty  which 
the  city  of  Dantzick  enjoyed  when  it  belonged 
to  the  fovereignty  of  Poland;  they  would  not 
liiffer  this  affair  to  retard  the  doling  of  the  diet, 
and  the  further  negociation  of  this  treaty  was  re- 
ferred to  the  new  permanent  council,  jointly  with 
the  commiffion  of  the  treafury. 

It  was  obferved,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the  ne- 
gociation, the  ambaffador,  count  de  Sievers,  fup- 
ported,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  the  com- 
mercial interefts  of  Poland,  but  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  by  no  means  either  to  interrupt  or  weaken 
the  good  underflanding  which  fublifted  between 
him  and  thq  Pruffian  minifter.    The  latter,  on 

the 
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the  contrary,  in  the  long  and  laft  fitting,  fi-om 
the  a3d  to  the  24th  of  November,  delivered  a 
note  to  the  ftates  aflembled,  congratulating  them 
on  the  alliance  wliich  they  had  concluded  with 
the  court  of  Peterfburgh,  and  affuring  them  that 
the  alliance  was  the  more  agreeable  to  the  king 
his  mafter,  as  tlie  emprefs  was  ihe  ally  and  friend 
of  his  Pruflian  majefty. 

Poland,  thus  reduced  to  one-third  part  of  its 
primitive  force  and  extent,  naturally  loft  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  its  revenues.     In  the  laft  fef- 
lion  of  th^  2^d  of  November  a  plan  was  formed 
and  adopted  to  raife  two  loans  under  the  gua* 
ranty  of  her  Ruffian  majefty ;  one  of  27  millions 
of  Polifli  florins,  to  diifcharge  the  private  debts 
of  the  king ;   the  other  of  1  o  millions,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  republic  itfelf.     The  revenues  of  the 
king's  domains  were  ipecially  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts.    As  for  the  finances 
oif  the  republic,  it  was  ftated  by  the  protocol  of 
the  deputation  charged  with  the  examination  of 
that  part  of  the  public  oeconomy,  that  for  the 
future,    and  in  confequence  of  its   difmember- 
mcnt,  its  revenues  fhould  not  exceed  16  millions 
of*  Polifli  florins  a  year,   ten  millions  of  which 
were  to  be  contributed  by  what  remained  of  the 
provinces  of  Poland,   and  fix  millions  by  the 
remnant  of  thoie  of  Lithuania.    As  this  fum, 
therefore,  muft  ferve  to  defray  the  fupport  of  the 
,  army,  the  other  expences  of  the  ftate  comprized 
in  tne  civil  lift,  and  the  revenues  of  the  king; 
his  Polifli  majefty,  for  the  future,  could  receive 
only  two  millions  from  the  treafury. 

\ye  have  before  obferved,  that  the  clofe  of  the 
diet  was  equally  turbulent  and  ftonjiy  as  the 
€0mmencemei;it.  In  h6i^  the  two  laft  felfiohs 
were  far  more   tempeftuous.     The   difcontent 
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againft  the  procedure  of  the  Ruilian  aad^aiTadar 
burfl  out  with  all  its  force,  and  the  party  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  court  of  Ruffia  exerted  every  'ef-  x 
fort. 

Some  time  back,  in  cpnfequence  of  Ibme  rc- 
prefehtations  made  in  the  name  of  the  emprefe, 
they  abolifhed  the  dillin6lions  of  a  military  or* 
der  deftined  to  decorate  and  reward  thofe  officers 
of  the  Pohlh  army  who  had  fignalized  themfelves. 
The  re-eftablifliment  of  this  order  was  now  de-^ 
manded  and  decreed.     The  decree  had  no  fooner 
pafled  than  an  officer,  who  was  among  the  fpec- 
t?itors,  prefented   himfelf  in  the  middle  of  the 
hall,  -decked  with  thofe  dillindlive  marks.     He 
thanked  the  king  for  reftoring  to  the  brave  foU 
diers  of  Poland  a  decoration  which  they  had  {q 
well  merited  by  defending  their  country.     His 
example  was  followed  in  an  inftant  by  moft  of 
the  nuncios.     They  all  rofe,  and  proceeded  in  a 
very  tumultuous  manner  to  the  throne,  to  kift 
his  majefty's  hand,  and  to  thank  him.    This  dcr, 
cree,  however,  which  muft  difpleafe  the  Ruffian 
minifter,   had  paffed   fuddenly,  and  almoft  by 
furprize;    Staniilaus  Auguilus    was,    therefore;, 
under  the  neceffity  of  blaming  the  diforder  of 
this  deliberation,  and  iHll  more,  the  confufed  re- 
turn of  thanks  which   were  offered  him.    Hip 
^eecfa  rather  damped  the  ardour  of  their  minds^ 
but  neither  his  majefly  nor  the  marfhal  of  the 
diet  could  effe<ft  the  revocation  of  the  decree^ 
which,   notwithftanding   the    wilhes  of  Ruffia, 
re-eftablifhed  the  military  order.     Such  was  the 
end  pf  the  famous  diet  of  Grodno,  which  fepar> 
raited  on  the  24th  of  November  ^7939  at  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  boldnefs,  however,  which  had  thus  jcq- 
-  .eil^bltflied  a  military  order  that  was  fiScnfive  to 
.    .  the 
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the  dnprefs^  did  not  anfwer  the  public  expc6ta- 
tion ;  for  on  the  24th  of  December  count  de  Sie- 
vers  received  a  courier  from  Peterfburgh ;  imme- 
diately after  whidi  it  was  reported  that  that  mi- 
nifter  was  on  the  point  of  quitting  Wariaw 
without  taking  leave,  the  emprefs  being  extremely 
irritated  at  the  re-eft  ablilhment  of  the  order  which 
the  diet  of  Warfaw  of  1791  had  only  inftituted 
to  reward  thofe  who  fought  againft  the  arms 
and  intereft  of  her  imperial  majefty.  As  foon 
as  this  was  known,  the  permanent  council  af- 
fembled,  and  the  refult  was,  a  refblution  to 
fupprefs  the  faid  military  order,  and  fend  a  de- 
putation to  PeterflDurgh  to  announce  the  fame 
formally  to  the  emprefs.  The  count  T3rikiewiecB 
was  accordingly  font  to  induce  her  majefty  to 
pardon  the  republic  for  the  fault  committed  by 
btr'late  diet. 

The  following  is  the  fubftanoe  of  the  nfc^ 
Poliili  conftitution  decreed  by  the  diet : 
'  Art.  I.     The  kingdom  of  Poland  and  Gran<| 
Duchy  of  Lithuania,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
duchies,   woiwodfhips,   countries,    and  diftri<95, 
of  which  they  now  confift,  beings  according  to 
their  rights  and  privileges,  an  individual  whcflic^ 
fball  conftitute  forthwith  an    indivifible,    frec^ 
and  independent  republic,  whofe  fupreme  power 
/hall  be  vefted  in  the  diet.    The  latter,  having 
conftantly  the  king  at  its  head,  Ihall  confift  cS" 
♦he  fenators  and  the  reprefentativcs  of  the  oohi- 
Ihy ;  and  if  thus  aflembled  in  this  lawful  man- 
ner, it  IhaH   have    the  fole  power  of  making 
laws^  and  the  nation  fhall  only  ht  bound  ta 
obey  fuch  laws  as  the  diet  hath  ^nadted.     The 
diet  alone  can  impofe  taxes,  |md  fupport  there- 
Mth  an  aftny  which  muft  be  faithful ;  it  can 
alone  declare  war^  tnak^  peace^  and  condode  all 
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kinds  of  treaties^  eflabliih  and  dire6):  colleges  or 
offices  of  fiate,  fix  their  duration^  chufe  their 
members^  fend  ambaffadors^  &c*  &c.  In  fhort^ 
no  ordinances  fhall  be  executed  in  the  territories 
of  the  republic,  which  haf  e  not  been  derived 
from  the  fiates  in  dietaflembled.  The  legiflative 
power  fhaU  for  ever  remain  feparated  from  the 
executive  power:  the  diet  can,  therefore,  ac- 
complifh  the  execution  of  all  its  decrees  by  the 
magifhrates  only.  No  part  of  the  executive 
power  fhall  order  any  thing,  or  adl  beyond  what 
has  been  ordained  by  the  laws. 

Art.  IL     The  property  of  the  feudal  right  , 
fhall  never  be  annihilated,  and  the  fovereignty 
of  the  republic  over  the  feoffee  fhall  conflantly 
continue. 

Art.  III.  The  Roman  Catholic  religion  of 
both  rituals  fhall  be  the  conflant  predominant 
one  in  Poland. 

Art.  IV.  The  feceflion  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  to  fome  other  religion,  fhall  ever 
be  a  crime  in  Poland ;  and  he  that  fhall  be  con- 
victed thereof  is  to  be  banifhed  the  kingdom ;  at 
the  fame  tjme  the  conflitution  of  1775,  ^^*^  ^" 
gard  to  Proteflants,  fhall  be  obferved. 

Art.  V.  The  King  and  queen  of  Poland  rnufl 
be  Roman  Catholics.  Should  the  queen  be  of  a 
different  perfuafion,  and  not  abjure  the  fame,  fhe 
cannot  be  crowned. 

Art.  VI.  The  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania 
fhall  remain  for  ever  united  with  Poland,  in 
which  refpe6t  the  rights  of  the  union,  and  other 
particular  rights  of  that  province^  fhall  be  pie^ 
fcryed. 

Art.  VII.  The  incorporation  of  Courland  with 
Crown-Poland  arfd  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuar- 
nia^  made  in  1569,  befides  all  other  conflitu- 

tionft 


L 


HISTORY   OP   POLAiTD.  46^ 

tions  With  regard  to  that  dakedom,  as  likewife  of 
the  diflri6l  of  Pihhen,  Ihall  be  preferved  invio- 
late. 

Art.  VIIL  it  Ihali  be  permitted  to  no  branch 
of  the  public  power,  not  even  to  the  legiflative 
branch,  to  exchange  ot  cede  any  jiofleffion  of 
the  republic.  Treaties  of  that  kind  are  not  only 
declared  void,  but  every  one  who  fliall  prdpofe 
them  is  to  be  declared  and  punilhed  is  a  traitor 
to  his  country. 

N.  B.  The  fucceffibn  to  the  throne,  according 
to  the  new  conflitutibn,  is  henceforth  to  be  ac- 
complifhed  by  the  choice  of  the  ftate^. 

On  the  7tn  of  February  1794,  baron  d'Ingel- 
Itrohm,  who  'had  fiicceeded  count  de  Sievers  aft 
Ruffian  ambaflador  at  Waifaw,  demanded  of  the 
ftates  not  only  the  public  annulling  of  all  the  a<5li 
of  the  diets  of  1788  and  1791,  together  with 
the  form  of  conftitutibn  then  eftdblidied,  but  the 
abfolute  furrender  iilio  his  hinds  of  all  papers 
delating  to  thofe  tfanfadtions^  whether  in  public 
refcords  or  in  private  Cabinets;  In  confequencfe 
of  which  was  drawn  up  the  following  a6t : 

**  Not  to  leave  pofterity  atiy  traces  of  the  or- 
dinary diet  opened  in  1788,  and  afterwards  con- 
verted into  a  revolutionary  diet  on  the  3d  of  May 
1791,  we  declaire,  by  the  unanimous  cionfent  of 
the  repiiblicaii  flates  aflembled,  this  diet  as  not 
having  cxifted,  and  its  decrfees  of  no  efFe<?l. 
The  cohftitutioh,  the  lavVs,  and  all  the  decreesi 
made  in  the  cburfe  of  this  di«tj  having  been  the 
caufe  of^  cyety  kind  of  calamity,  and  the  lofs  of 
thofe  immehfe  provinfces  which  the  republic  has 
fufFered,  we  aririul,  and  decree  that  (hey  fhall 
hot  be  inferted  in  our  code  of  laws :  and  as  this 
diet,  among  other  things,  reverfed  the  kw  which 
forbade  the  choice  of  a  lucceffor  during  otir  life, 
H  h  and 
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and  the  nomination  of  any  one  whatever  to  Gsc* 
ceed  to  the  crown  of  Poland,  and  demanded  as  "^ 
to  agree  to  that  change,  while  we,  rememhering; 
the  paSla  conveniaj  peirfiflcd  in  it  by  energetic  re- 
prefentations ;  but,  not  being  able  to  refift  the 
repeated  demands  of  the  diet  then  aflembled^ 
who  had  difpen^  us,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
nation,  from  the  fworn  article  of  the  faSla  con* 
venta^  with  regard  to  the  fuccefiSon  to  the  throne^ 
we  obeyed  faithfully  their  declared  will;  we  arc 
perfuaded  that  fuch  a  ftep,  which  had  not  in 
view  our  perfonal  advantage,  or  that  of  our  fa- 
mily, cannot  be  imputed  to  us  as  a  fault.  But, 
as  the  illufory  afpe&s  of  the  fame  diet,  infiead 
of  the  welfare,  has  brought  the  greatefl  difafler» 
on  our  republic,  on  that  account  we  promife, 
with  the  confent  of  the  flates  now  affembled, 
that  from  this  time  it  ihall  tiot  be  lawful  either 
for  us  or  our  fuccefTors,  without  the  confent  of 
the  republic,  to  viotate  or  weaken  this  funda- 
mental law  of  the  Polifh  nation." 

An  order  was  fbon  afler  ilTued  from  the  Ruf^ 
fian  court  for  the  redutStion  of  the  Polifh  troops 
to  16^000  men;  many  regiments  oppofed  this 
meafure,  and  difiurbances  broke  out,  particu- 
larly towards  South  Prufiia,  where  the  infur- 
gents  were  headed  by  Madelinfky,  a  Polifh  no- 
bleman and  brigadier  of  the  national  troops,  who 
peremptorily  reKifcd  to  difband  according  to  thc^. 
late  order.  The  fpirit  of  refinance  rapidly  fpread^ 
and  the  capital  was  foon  in  a  flate  of  fermenta- 
tion, and  afTumed  quite  a  military  afpe£t,  Fif-. 
teen  thouiand  Ruflian  troojjjMi  entered  Poland; 
general  d*Ingelftrol)in  delivered  an  official  docu* 
ment  to  the  permanent  council  at  Warfaw,  re- 
*  prcfenting  the  danger  which  threatened  the  king, 
and  requeuing  the  conuniilioners  of  the  war  de-^^ 
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^artment  to  fend  a  body  of  Polilh  troops  to  bp- 
pofe  Madelinlky  and  his  arniy  of  patriots,  but 
this  was  refufed.  To  the  permanent  council  an- 
other official  note  was  deliver^  by  general.  In^ 
gclflrohih,  to  take  intb  cuftody  every  fufpefted 
^rfon  without  diftindtion  of  rank  or  fituation. 
Their  anfwer  was  manly  and  iudicious  ;  they 
jbriefly  faid,  that,  according  to  the  c6nftitutiona|. 
Iaw3  of  the  republic,  no  Polifh  hobleman  could 
be  arretted  without  being  judicially  coilviAed..  . 

The  number  of  the  patriots  now  incrcafed 
daily,  and  their  --^erfccutions  arid  ojppfeffions 
roufed  them  from  every  quarter.  Thefe  critical 
circumftances  called  forth  the  talents  and  exer- 
tions of  general  Kosciusko,  oif  whom  the  fol- 
lowing brief  Account  m^y  not  be  unacceptable : 

Thaddee  Kosciusko  ib  about  40  years  of  age, 
of  middling  ftature,  arid  of  a  fierce  and  penetrating 
afpc6l.  He  was  born  a  gfentleman ;  but  his  family 
not  being  in  affluent  circumftances,  he  Was  fent  to 
the  fchbol  olf  tadets*,  to  be  educated  for  the  army. 
From  this  fchool  it  has  been  ufual  for  the  kings 
of  Poland  to  fend  annually  four  of  its  youths  into 
foreign  countries,  to  perfeft  themfelves  in  military 
ladlics,  and  the  art  6f  war..  Kofciulko  had  the 
good  fortime  to  be  one  of  thefe  feledied  youths. 
He  was  patronized  by  the  king,  and  fent  into 
France  with  the  be;ft  recommendations,  where  he 
ftudied  upwards  oif  four  years  in  the  military  aca- 
demy of  Verfiiilles,  and  returnied  to  Poland  witli 
the  reputation  of  being  a  very  fkilful  engineer; 
Soon  after  this  he  waS  appointed  to  the  corpmaud 
bf  a  company  of  artillery  in  the  regiment  of  the 
Icrowri,  and  was  lobked  tip  to  as  a  man  of  cou-^ 
tage  and'  eminence  in  his  profeflion, 

♦  *?€  p.  3H» 

H  h  2  About 


4^6S  HISTORY    OF    PQLANPi 

About  this  time  it  was  that  he  captivated  the 
affedlions  of  a  young  lady  of  the  firfl:  fcunily  and 
fortune  in  Poland.  The  lovers  had  contrived 
many  private  intciviews,  before  the  parents  of  the 
lady  had  an  opportunity  of  difcovering  their  con- 
nexion ;  in  all  of  which  Kofciulko  conducted 
himfelf  by  the  rigid  rules  of  honour  and  virtue. 
He  therefore  conceived  hknfelf  warranted  in  mak- 
ing an  open  declaration  of  their  mutual  regard, 
and  in  foKciting  tlie  content  of  the  lady's  friends 
for  an  immediate  celebration  of  their  nuptials. 
But  being  a  leading  family  among  the  nobles,  an 
alliance  with  Kofciulko  was  cleemed  inconliflent 
and  degrading ;  hence  a  peremptory  refufal  was 
expa'icnccd^  and  an  infuperable  bar  pat  to  the 
fond. hopes  of  the  anxious  lovers.  Kofciulko, 
however,  after  -fincKng  it  impoffible  to  gain  the 
confent  of  her  parents,  had  the  addrefs  to  carry 
off  the  lacfy,  and  was  rapidly  purlliing  his  route 
to  France,  when  the  unfortunate  circumftance  of 
their  carriage  breaking  down,  and  no  poflibility 
of  having  it  replaced .  or  repaired  with  requilite 
ipeed,  gave  the  enraged  father,  and  a  llrong  par- 
ty of  relatives,  an  opportunity  of  coming  up  with 
them.  Here  a  very  fierce  rencounter  enfued, 
in  which  Kofciulko  was  eventually  reduced  to 
the  unpleafant  dilemma  of  being  obliged  either 
to  kill  the  father,  or  give  ^p  the  daughter.  Hun 
manity  prevailed  even  over  the  force  of  afFeclion. 
He  returned  his  fword  peaceably  to  tlie  fcabbard, 
aiid  nobly  refl-orcd  the  fair  prize  to  his  purlirers, 
rather  than  fpill  the  blood  of  him  who  gave  her 
being. 

The  public  convcrfation,  in  all  the  upper  cir- 
cles, turning  on  this  event,  ahd  the  feelings  of 
Kofciulko  being  conli'derably  hurt,  he  obtained 
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leave  of  abfence  from  his  fovercign,  and  went  to 
America.  At  that  period  the  late  unfortunate 
war  with  England  was  carrying  on  with  full  vi- 

four.  Kofdulko  offered  himfelf  a  volunteer  to 
V'afliington,  and  was  honoured  with  an  import- 
ant command  in  his  army.  After  the  peace  he 
returned  with  the  marquis  dela  Fayette  to  France, 
where  the  French  officers  who  had  ferved  in  that 
campaign,  and  Dr.  Franklin,  always  fpoke  of 
him  as  a  man  of  equal*  magnanimity,  fortitude, 
and  courage,  and  to  whom  America  was  greatly 
indebted  for  his  fervices. 

Kofciulko  having  thus  acquired  reputaliont 
abroad,  returned,  with  the  laurels,  to  his  native 
country,  where  he  afterwards  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf in  three  battles  which  prince  Poniatowlki 
fought  with  the  Ruffians,  at  the  time  of  the  diet 
of  Targowicz;  and  itisfaid,  that  if  the  councils 
t)f  Kofciulka  had  been  followed  in  that  Ihoit 
war,  affairs  would  have  taken  a  better  turn. 
When,  therefore,  Staniflaus  found  himfelf  obliged 
to  ccafe  Iioftilities,  Kofciulko,  defpiiing  an  inac- 
tive life,  again  procured  leave  to  enter  intoforeiga 
fervice.  He  went  to  Pifa  in  the  month  of  E)e- 
cember  1793,  where  ,he  profefled  himfelf  going 
to  Geneva ;  but,  in  fa6t,  he  went  to  Paris.  He 
was  there  introduced  to  many  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  convention,  wtiofe  policy  induced 
-them  to  prefent  him  with  ten  millions  of  livres  to 
ftir  up  an  infnrredlion  in  Poland,  in  order  to  ' 
tkaw  off  the  Pruffiah  army  from  ailing  with  the 
allies,  and  to  confine  the  attention  of  Frederick- 
William  to  a  different  part  of  the  continent 

It  is  evident  that  Kofciufko  made  the  heft  ufe 

t)oth  of  his  time  and  money.     Early  in  February 

3he  fopjid  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  confiderabte 
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bpdy  of  the  Polilh  infurgents,  and  boldly  att 
tacked  the  Pruffians.  who  had  taken  pofleffion  of 
their  country.  Thefe  they  drove  before  them 
firpm  one  part  to  another^  until  they  came  to 
Inowlotz,  where  the  Pruffians  contrived  to  retard 
the  march  of  Kofciuflcq  for  about  half  an  hour, 
ty  breaking  down  part  of  the  wooden  bridge ; 
till  at  lall  a  party  of  the  Polanders  fwam  acrofi 
the  river,  and  coming  upon  the  rear  of  the  ene- 
my 9  pyt-thcm  to  flight.  They  then  attapked  tlie 
Ruffian  troops  in  Cracow,  cx>nfifting  of  upwards 
pf  fix  hundred  men,  whom  they  drove' put,  stpd 
took  pofleffion  of  the  garrifon  ;  foon  after  which, 
viz.  on  the  24th  of  Inarch  1794,  Kofciufko  if- 
fucd  the  following  proclamation  : 
*^  Dear  Fellow  Citizens^ 

"  Halving  b?en  often  called  tp  affift  in  the  fal- 
iration  of  our  common  country,  behold  I  obey 
the  call — by 1 1  cannot  be  ufeful  to  you,  or  breal; 
the  chains  of  flavery,  if  you  do  not  give  me  fpeedy 
fuccour ! — Support  me  with  your  whole  force^i 
and  fly  to  the  ftaiidard  of  your  country.  In  this 
pommon  caufe  the  fame  zeal  ought  to  animate  us^ 
all. 

^^  Make  voluntary  facrifices  pf  your  wealthy 
which  hitherto,  inftead  of  being  at  your  own  dif-* ' 
pofal,  was  at  the  will  of  a  delpot.---Furnifli  men 
capable  of  bearing  arms — do  not  rcfufe  the  nc- 
ccflTary  provifions  of  bread,  bifcuit,  &c. — Send 
horfes,  Ihirts,  boots,  cloth  and  canvafs  for  tents. 
Thq  generous  facrifices  made  to  liberty  and  your 
.country,  will  receive  their  recompcnfe  in  the  gra- 
titude of  the  nation. 

"  The  lail  moment  is^  arrived,  in  which  de- 
fpair,  in  the  midfi:  of  Ihame  and  reproach,  puts 
iwrms  iij  yoyx  hands*     Our  hope  is  in  the  contempt 
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«f  ieaihj  which  can  alone  enable  us  to  ameliorate 
pur  fate,  and  that  of  our  pofterity.  Far  be  from 
lis  that  terror  which  the  enemies,  confpired  againft 
us,  endeavour  to  infufe  into  our  minds, 

"  The  firft  ftep  to  throw  off  the  yoke  is  to  dare 
to  believe  ourfelves  free — and  the  firft  flep  to  vic- 
tory is  a  confidence  in  our  ftrength ! 
.  "  Cithtens,  the^  palatinate  of  Cracow  affords 
you  a  lignal  example  of  patriotifm.  It  offers  the 
ilowCT  of  its  youth,  having  already  granted  pecu* 
niary  and  other  affiftance — their  example  is  wor- 
thy of  imitation — do  not  heiitate  to  place  credit 
in  your  country,  which  will  reward  you  well— 
the  ordinances  iKTued  by  the  generak  of  the  pala- 
tinate, and  the  commanders  of  the  troops,  to  fur-  * 
nilh  the  nccefTary  provifions,  will  be  placed  tp 
the  account  of  impofls,  and  will  be  paid  for  m 
the  fequel.  It  is  unncceffary  to  encourage  you 
before-hand,  becaufe  that  would  appear  to  doubt 
yourcivifin;  the  continued  oppreffion  pradlifed 
by  the  Ruffian  foldiers,  ought  fufficiently  to  con- 
vince you,  that  it  is  better  to  make  voluntary  ia- 
crifices  to  your  country,  than  to  make  facrifices 
by  force  to  an  enemy.  Whoever  in  thefe  circum- 
Hances  dares  be  infcnfible  to  the  urgent  neceffie- 
ties  of  his  country,  muft  draw  upon  himfelf  eter-f 
nal  inJamy. 

"  Dear  fellow  citizens,  I  expeft  every  thing 
from  your  zeal — your  hearts  will  join  that  facreii 
union  which  is  neither  the  work  of  foreign  in- 
trigue, nor  of  a  defire  of  domination,  but  is  folely 
the  efFe<ft  of  a  love  for  liberty. 

**  fFho  dois  net  dedare  for  us  is  agahfi  us.  He 
who  refufes  to  aflbciate  with  thofe  who  have 
fwom  to  Ihed  their  lafl  drop  of  blood  for  their 
country,  is  either  an  enemy,  or  one  who  is  ncu  • 
1^;  and  ip  fuel}  a  caf  neutrality  is  a  cximt  a^nft 
Hh4  cjvilfld. 
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civifm.  T  have  fworn  to  the  nation  that  the  pow-? 
ers  intrufted  to  me  fhall  not  be  applied  to  the  op- 
preffion  of  the  people.  At  the  fame  time  I  der 
clare,  that  whoever  a6ls  againft  our  confederacy^ 
fhall  fujfFer  the  punifhment  eflabliftied  in  the  na- 
tional a&,  of  a  traitor  and  enemy  to  his  country. 

'f  We  have  already  finned  by  connivance, 
which  lias  ruined  Poland.  Scarcely  has  an  of- 
fence againft  the  people  ever  been  punifhed.  Let 
us  now  adopt  a  different  mode  of  condudl— and 
let  us  recompenfe  virtue  and  civifm  by  purfuing 
and  punifhing  traitors. 

Thaddee  Kosciusko." 

After  this  proclamation,  the  populace  aflera- 
bled  in  prodigious  numbers,  every  where  fliout- 
ing,  "  Long  live  Kofciulko."  They  then  con- 
ducted him  to  the  town-houfe  of  Cracow,  where 
he  was  prefented  to  the  heads  of  the  Polifti  no- 
bility, who  had  aflembled  there  to  receive  him. 
By  thefe  he  was  formally  invefted  with  the  title  of 
general,  and  made  commander  in  chief  of  the 
"troops  colle6>ed  for  liberating  Poland  from  the 
"ihackles  of  its  opprcflbrs.  JHis  troops  then  alfo 
took  an  oath  to  deliver  their  country,  or  perifti  in 
flie  attempt. 

To  fuch  a  degree  of  enthuftafm  were  the  Poles 
animated  by  the  conduct  of  Kofciulko,  that  his 
army  was  fupcrabundantly  fupplicd  with  everj^  ar- 
ticle necelFary  for  the  profecution  of  hoftile  ope- 
rations. 

On  the  !26th  of  March  the  different  corpora- 
tions of  Cracow  aflembled  under  their  reipeClive 
banners  before  the  town-houfe,  ft'om  whence  the 
magiftrates  led  them  on  in  a  proceflSon  to  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  where  the  Conftitu- 
fion  of  the  3d  of  May,  1791,  was  publicly  read 
'flvifh  great  folemnity,  accepted^  and  an  oatli  taken 
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to  defend  It.  General  Kofciuiko  afterwards  if- 
fued  a  proclamation,  exhorting  the  Polifh  fubje<Sls 
to  rcfpeft  the  dominions  of  the  Emperor,  and 
to  give  no  reafon  of  complaint  to  any  of  the 
fubjeds  of  his  imperial  majefty.  This  procla- 
mation was  fent  to  all  the  Auftrian  commanders 
and  magiftrates  of  the  frontier  territories,  re- 
queuing at  the  fame  time,  that .  if,  during  the 
troubles  in  Poland,  any  violence  fhould  be  com- 
mitted on  the  perfons  or  property  of  any  of  the 
fubjedts  of  his  imperial  majeft)%  application 
lliould  be  made  to  the  revolutionary  government 
which  had  been  eftablilhed,  and  which  engaged 
to  procure  an  immediate  and  ample  fatisfadion 
and  indemnification  for  fuch  violation. 

By  this  revolutionary  tribunal  the  chancellor 
Rimiffewlki  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  inferior 
note  were  tried,  convidled  of  treafon  againft  thd 
nation,  and  executed  in  the  market-place. 

Baron  d'Ingelftrohm,  having  about  this  time 
furrounded  the  diet  at  Warfaw  with  his  military 
forces,  now  demanded  that  the  arfenal  Ihould  be 
furrendered  to  him.  This  was  bravely  refifted, 
and  notice  being  fent  to  Kofciuiko,  he  on  the 
6th  of  April  fet  out  from  Cracow  on  his  route  to 
Warfaw.  His  army  of  regulars  and  artillery 
had  received  a  reinforcement  of  4,000  peafants, 
armed  with  pikes,  fcythes,  &c..  On  his  way,  he 
defeated  6,000  Ruffians,  under  Romanzow, 
The  Polifli  peafants,  driven  to  defpcration,  gave 
no  quarter.  A  dreadful  carnage  of  the  Ruffians 
was  the  confequence.  Colonel  Woronzow  -was 
taken  prifoner,  1000  Ruffians  were  killed,  while 
the  Poles  had  only  60  flain,  and  80  wounded. 
The  defeated  loft  eleven  pieces  of  heavy  artillery, 
and  all  their  ammunition. 

Early 
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.    E$rly  on  the  i6&  of  April,  the  RuiSan'am^ 
liaflador  not  only  again  d^aftded  the  lUrrender 
of  the  Poitfb  arftnal^  but  alfq  that  the  military 
ihonld  be  di&nped,  and  that  twenty  peribns  of 
coniequence  fhould  be  arrefied^   and,  if  found 
guilty,  puniihed  with  death.       The  king  and 
pennanent  coancil  remonihrated  in  vain.    Prince 
Sulkowiky,  the  chancellor,  being  fent  to  Ingel- 
ifarohm  Upon  the  occalxon^  was  received  with  fo 
much  violence  and  infult,  as  to  throw  him  into 
a  dangerous  fickneis,  in  which  he  remained  a 
confiderabk  time.    This  fpead  rapidly  through 
the  city.    The  foldiers  and  inhabitants  prepared 
l(br  what  they  expeded  would  follow.    The  Ruf- 
fians, of  whom  there  were  6000  in  the  city,  at* 
tempted  early  in  the  morning^  of  the  17th,  to 
iake  poffeflion  of  the  arfenal,  and  difarm  the  gar- 
riibn.      A  deputation   immediately  flew  to  the 
king,  and  requeued  him  to  revenge  the  infult 
pifered  to  his  troops  in  the-  capital.     He  imme* 
lately  anfwered,    ^^  Go,   and  defend  your  ho- 
nour !**  They  inftantly  took  the  loaded  piece  of 
cannon,    which  flood  before    the    cafile,    and 
marched  to  the  palace  of  Ingelftrohm,  who  was 
then  in  it.    In  the  mean  time,  the  people  took 
pofleffion    of  the    arfenal,    armed   themfelves^ 
drew  out  tlip  cannon,  and  afiembled  a  force  of 
20,Q00  foldiers,  citizens,  and  inhabitants.     The 
contefl  began,  and  continued  without  the  leaf!: 
intermiilion  for  eighteen  hours,  when  the  Ruf- 
fians, fb'iven  from  palace  to  palace,  belonging  to 
fltfierent  nobles,  hung  out  the  white  flag,  and  of- 
fETcd  to  furrenden    Although  this  was  mofl  rea- 
pily  accepted,  the  Ruflians  were  fo  treacherooa 
80  to  iixe  upon  the  people  aflerwards.   This  fb  in- 
fxnfed  the  inhabitants,  that  they  killed  ail  tlio 
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]^uffian$,  and  fet^  fire  to  the  pal(af:es  and  places  of 
their  Ihelter. 

The  iPruffian  minifter  Buckholz  w^  detained 
^  an  hoftage^  a^  were  feveral  Ruiiian  general  of^ 
ficers. 

The  fituation  of  the  king  now  hecame  alarm- 
ing, efpecially  fince  the  regency  no  longer  kept 
any  mea£xres  with  the  miiriflera  and  other  agents, 
of  Ruilia  and  Prufiia,  and  the  people  had  ihewu 
an  inclination  for  capital  puniihnxents. 

^On  the  24th  eight  members  of  the  regency 
went  to  the  king  and  faid,  "  We  are  appointed 
by  the  regency  to  fay  to  you.  Sire,  that  tne  peo- 
ple exprefs  great  diftruft  of  your  majeflv  being 
defirous  t)f  quitting  Warlaw  fecretly.    Tney  fay 
that  yefterd^y  you  took  a  walk  along  the  Viitula, 
accompanied  only  by  two  perfons,  in  order  to 
prepare  your  flight  by  water.     We  have  pledged 
Qur  lives  on  the  falfity  of  thefe  fufpicions,  but 
the  alarms  of  the  people  are  not  to  be  calmed; 
and  we  beg  of  your  majefty  to  give  us  the  means 
of  fatisfying^he  people  on  this  head."     The  king 
i>eplied,  "  It  is  about  four  days  fince  I  took  fuch 
a  walk  as  you  mention,  but  it  was  in  broad  day, 
and  without  any  myftery.     I  went  to  fee  the  rafts 
which  were  arrived,  and  to  afk  what  provifions^ 
they  had  brought  for  Warfaw,  a  thing  of  mucl^ 
importance  at  the  prefent  junftujae.     I  afterwards 
went  to  fee  how  far  the  building  of  the'  bridge 
'  was  advanced.     From  thence  I  returned  to  the 
Great  Square  in  full  day,  and  accompanied  not 
by  two  perfons,  but  by  a  crowd  of  people.     Gen- 
tlemen, I  gave  you,  four  days  ago,  my  word  that 
i  would  not  quit  Warfaw — I  reiterate  the  fame 
to  you  now  in  the  mofl:  pofitive  manner-— what 
would  ypumore  ?*'  Upon  this  anfwer  of  the  king, 
the  delegates  replied,  *^  That  for  thcmfelves,  they 

were 
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were  perfuadedof  his  truth  ;  but  that  the  people'^ 
diftnift  was  fo  great,  that  fomething  more  than  • 
this  mull  ablblutely  be  done." — "  Say  then  your- 
felves  (replied  the  king)  what  you  think  necef- 
fary."  They  then  declared^  "  That  the  people 
wifhcd  to  have  fome  one  of  confidence  always  in 
the  royal  apartment,  and  to  follow  his  majefty 
wherefoever  he  went/'  The  king  anfwered, 
•^  This  muft  neccflarily  hurt  me  extremely,  if  the 
diftruft  arifes  from  you  :  but  as  you  fay  the  peo- 
ple can  no  otherwife  be  calmed,  I  do  not  opix)fe 
it.**  The  delegates  then  bqgged  the  king^  to 
ippear  often  in  the  moft  frequented  places  of 
the  city,  as  he  had  been  ufed  before  the  17th  of 
April,  which  the  king  promiled.  The  delegates 
then  mentioned  two  foreigners  who  refided  at  the 
C?ifHe,  and  were  attached  to  the  king,  the  one 
for  near  thirty,  the  other  for  ten  years,  as  much 
fiiipe^ed.  This  intimation  was  highly  refented 
by  his  majefty,  and  he  concluded  the  audience 
with  anfwering  for  the  fidelity  of  all  his  fervant$ 
who  refided  at  his  palace. 

The  plan  of  letting  a  guard  over  the  king  was, 
however,  put  into  execution.  Two  municipal 
officers  accompanied  him  wherever  he  went  and 
ate  at  his  table.  For  this  fbrvice,  fourteen  mem- 
bers of  the  municipality  had  been  nominated,  who 
relieved  each  other  every  twenty-four  hours.  In 
other  relpefts  the  king  was  treated  with  every  out- 
ward mark  of  dignity,  and  he  lliewed  himfelf  to 
the  people  every  day  by  riding  through  the  ftreets 
of  Warfaw.  It  will,  however,  be  perceived  by 
this  circumftancc,  that  Staniflaus,  the  good  but 
unfortunate  king,  was  a  mere  prifoner  of  ftate, 
ftnd  his  life  dependent  on  the  will  of  the  mob. 
The  council  of  regency  was  at  this  time  fupreme. 

The 
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The  king  of  Praflia  now,  having  detached 
liimfelf  from  the  confederacy  againft  the  French, 
arrived  at  the  head  of  his  army  in  Poland,  and, 
united  with  the  forces  of  Ruffia  under  general 
Ferfen,  conceived  that  he  came  but  to  conquer. 

We  may  here  flop  to  contemplate  the  fcene 
which  Poland  at  this  time  prefented  to  the  view 
of  Europe.  We  perceive  an  honeft  unfophifti- 
cated  people  opprefled  by  ftrangers,  and  a  vir- 
tuous but  unhappy  prince  ftruggling  in  the  iame 
toils,  loft  to  his  age  and  ufelefs  to  his  nation. 
Poland,  fo  long  the  vidlim  of  foreign  politics  and 
venal  eledlions,  and  protected  only  by  the  com- 
mon jealoufy  of  neighbouring  ftates,  became  the 
cafy  prey  of  treaties  and  partitions ;  but  at  length, 
inftead  of  intriguing  and  negociating,  we  behpld 
the  RufEan  ambaflador  give  the  law  at  Warfaw, 
Jiimfelf  a  foldier,  and  an  army  in  his  fuite.  Pruf^ 
fia,  which  had  fometimes  been  temperate  froni, 
fear,  and  juft  from  jealoufy,  threw  pff  the  mafk, 
and  avowed  that  it  would  divide,  not  defend  the 
territories  of  its  ally;  an  ally  whom  it  had  long 
deterred  and  intimidated  from  deprecating  the 
vengeance  of  Ruffia,  and  fecuring  the  fricndfhip 
of  that  turbulent  court  by  conceillons  equal  to  its 
rapacity  and  ambition.  The  houfe  of  Auftria, 
entangled  and  embarraffed  in  a  diftant  and  fan- 
guinary  war,  was  content  to  look  on  with  a  ful- 
len  neutrality,  or  to  ftipulate  a  reverlion  and  con- 
tingency in  the  price  of  fo  much  violence  and 
iniquity  ;  perhaps,  too;  it  looked  for  a  balance  of 
aggrandizement  in  the  acquifition  of  provinces 
which  had  long  been  fevered  from  another  fron- 
tier of  the  empire  by  the  vidtorious  arms  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth.  Thefe  views  muft  na- 
turally be  involved  in  impenetrable  myftcry, 
till  events  themfelves  Ihall  chace  the  cloud  from 

before 
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before  us;  Poland,  ho\^var,  retnamed  without 
\  friend,  a  proteftor,  or  an  ally ;  het  bitter  for- 
tune threw  her  in  the  midft  6(  eAettties,  Who  are 
thofe  of  one  another  when  they  are  not  her's^ 
and  who  know  no  bond  of  peace,  no  interrup- 
tion of  hoftility,  but  while  they  plbt  her  niin,  or 
conftimttiate  the  crimes  of  which  Ihe  is  the  vic- 
tim. Does  the  court  of  Vienna  regret  Silefia,  or 
pant  for  the  re-union  of  Lorraine  and  Alface  ? — ■' 
The  balance  is  to  be  preferved  in  the  Germanic 
body,  by  inderiinifying  the  king  of  Pruffia  with 
the  Ipoils  of  Poland.  Does  Pruffia  covet  the  ma- 
ritime towns  of  Poland? — The  emprefe  muft. 
have  an  equivalent  in  the  interior  provinces  of 
Poland.  And  laftly,  does  Ihe  form  a  defign  W 
become  a  German  power,  or  to  occupy  the  de- 
lightful provinces  of  European  Turkey  ?— -^he 
confent  of  Pruffia  is  to  be  bought  with  a  third 
J)artition  of  Poland.  Poland  pays  every  critne^ 
and  feeds  the  infatiable  maw  of  avarice,  envy, 
and  ambition — "  Indemnify  yourfelf  in  Poland** 
is  the  Ipirit  of  every  treaty,  and  the  virtue  of 
every  negociation.  - 

To  return.  Staniflaus  now  entered  warmly  into 
the  national  caufe,  and  among  the  firft  a6ts  of 
patriotifin  fent  one  half  of  his  plate  to  the  mint^ 
and  a  thoufand  ducats  to  the  military  cheft;  the 
other  half  of  the  royal  plate  was  to  be  expendedi 
in  gratuities  to  the  families  of  fuch  as  pcrilhed  ii^ 
the  caufe  of  their  country  during  the  17th  and 
38th  of  April. 

All  patties,  the  king,  thej  nobles,  and  the  peo- 
ple, being  now  united,  it  became  apparent  that, 
though  fome  extreme  cruelties,  executions,  and 

f)rofcriptions  by  the  revolutionary  Committee  had 
ed  Europe  to  luppctfe  that  the.  French  furor  had 
leiicd  the  Poles,  yet  the  real  ot)Je6t  of  tteir  pre- . 

fent 
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fetit  ^erf ions  was  widely  different,  Stnd  migfat' 
be  divided  into  twd  parts :  the  firft  was,  the  re- 
covery of  the  difmembered  provinces ;  the  fecond, 
the  perfect  and  entire  re-eftabliihment  of  the  Con- 
flitution  of  May  3,  1791,  a  conftitutlon  of  a 
nature  very  oppofite  to  that  fyflem  of  equality 
which,  in  order  to  level  every  thing,  deftroys^ 
and  degrades  all  that  is  refpe6table  in  fociety. 

It  will  not  be  expelled,  and  cannot  be  necef- 
fary,  that  we  fhould  trace  all  the  viciflitudes  of  the 
campaign ;  the  various  actions  in  different  and 
diflant  parts  of  the  kingdom  can  only  be  intereil- 
ing  in  their  eventual  tendency,  and 'would  be  te- 
dious in  the  detaiL  Prominent  events,  therefore,- 
are  all  that  we  ihall  record. 

Towards  the  end  of  May  the  Pruffian  minify 
fcr  at  the  court  of  Vienna  requefl:ed,  on  the  part 
'of  the  king  his  mafter,  the  co-operation  of  Auf- 
tria  againft  Poland ;  the  Auftrian  cabinet  how-- 
ever  anfwcred,  that  it  would  do  every  thing  ta 
debar  the  Poles  from  receiving  any  fuccour,  but 
that  it  could  do  no  more  at  preient  than  draw  a 
Urong  cordon  on  the  Polifh  frontier. 

On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month  the  provifional 
council  of  regency  at  Warfaw  ceafed  its  functions 
and  gave  place  to  a  national  council  in  confe- 
qucnce  of  an  order  from  Kofciulko,  who  further 
commanded  that  all  their  deliberations  ihould  bov 
fubmitted  to  the  king,    and  that  his    majefiy 
ihould  be  requefted  to  communicate  his  opinion 
to  them  on  all  fubjefts  connefted  with  the  wel-* 
fare  of  the  flate.    Notice  of  this  meafure  was 
tranfmitted  in  a  letter  from  Kofciufko  to  the  king, 
who  returned  the  following  anfwer : 
"  Mr,  Generaliflimo, 
^*  You  may  judge  yourfelf  of  the  fatlsfadlion 
I  feel  by  your  letter  of  the  aifl  of  May,  which  I 
.     5  received 
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jneccivcd  the  26th  f6llowing.  I  have  abeady  af-' 
fiirecl  you  that  I  nevef  will  remove  from  my  coun- 
try and  my  nation,  eveil  ^t  the  greateft  peifonal 
rifquc  ;  that  I  do  not  defirc  authority  or  power 
any  more,  or  longer  than  you  and  the  nation  find 
it  ufeful  to  the  country.  Perfiflihg  invariably  in 
this  determination,  I  have  received/  with  feniibi- 
lity, .  the  information  you  have  announced  to  mey^ 
of  having  ordered  the  fupreme  council  to*  make  a 
report  to  me  of  all  their  effential  operations.' 

"  This  day  Mr.  Prcfident  Zakrzewfky,  and 
Mr.  Potocki,  formerly  marflial,  confirmed  to 
mc  the  fame  thing  in  the  name  of  the  fupreme 
council  eftabliflied  here  during  yefterday,  and 
they  have  fliewed  me  what  you  enjoined  in  writ- 
ing to  this  effedt.  Agreeably  to  your  expedtar 
tions  and  defires,  I  will  communicate  to  the 
council  faithfully  all  my  ideas  relative  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  I  will,  moreover,  con- 
cur conjointly  with  this  council  in  all  the  means 
which  may  aflure  the  welfare  of  the  country  and 
the  nation. 

"  Under  the  aufpices  of  Providence,  let  us 
all  hope  for  the  common  defence  of  the  intent 
tions  and  works  of  all  of  us,  who  are  born  P07 
lonefe — fully  and  fincerely  united.  I  Ihall 
employ  myfclf  to  attain  the  propofed  end  by 
co-operating  by  my  example,  and  by  encouraging 
others. 

^'  My  vows  and  wi  flies  accompany  you  every 
where ;  and  it  is  from  the  bottom  of  the  moft  fin- 
cere  heart,  that  I  give  you  the  afliirance  of  the 
higheft  efteem^  and  of  the  afFc6lion  that  I  bear 
you. 

(Signed) 

Stanislaus  Augustus  King. 

Warfaw, 
May  ap,  1794.  ^ 
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In  this  letter  we  fee  fomething  like  mutual 
confidence  reflored,  and  due  refpedl  paid  to 
the  regal  power;  but  we  have  ftill  the  mortifica-. 
fion  of  beholding  degradation  fupply  the  plac^ 
of  refpedl  towards  the  moft  benevolent  and 
patriotic  king  that  ever  added  luftre  to  a  diadem. 
The  fa6l  is,  that  a  municipal  officer  Hill  accom- 
panied the  king  all  day  and  flept  in  the  fame 
apartment  at  night.  The  king  had  neither  influ- 
ence nor  agency  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation ;  and 
with  refpeft  to  military  movements,  he  was  not 
permitted  even  to  afk  queflions.  It  had  been  fig- 
nified  to  him,  that  on  condition  of  his  filence  in 
this  particular,  he  might  be  affured  that  every 
mark  of  refpc6l  due  to  his  perfon  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved. 

On  the  15  th  of  June  Cracow  lurrendered  to 
the  Prulfian  forces  under  general  Van  Elfner, 
and  on  very  favourable  conditions.  The  people 
at  Warfaw,  however,  were  much  enraged  at  the 
capitulation,  as  there  were  7000  men  in  arms  and 
50  pieced  of  cannon  in  the  garrifon. 

The  king  of  Prqflia  now  bent  his  courfe  to- 
wards Wanaw,  within  a  fmall  diflance  of  which 
place  he  remained  for  a  confiderable  time  with- 
out commencing  any  operations.  A  corps  of 
Ruffians  alfo  was  flationed  in  the  environs  of 
the  capital.  By  a  lingular  dexterity  Kofciulko 
eluded  the  Prulfian,  and  by  a  brave  attack  de- 
feated the  Ruffian  troops,  and  on  the  nth  or 
1 2th  of  July  entered  Warlaw. 

As  Warfaw  has  no  fortifications  a  fiege  in 
form  was  not  neceflary  to  the  Pruffians.  But  as 
that  part  of  the  capital  which  was  expofed  to 
them  was  covered  by  an  intrenched  camp  of  the 
army  of  Kofciulko,  it  was  unavoidably  neceflary 
to  attack  it  by  ftorm.  This  attack  was  made  on 
*  -  I  i  -V  the 
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the  31ft  of  June,  by  a  heavy  cannonade,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  that  day  feveral  hundred  bombs 
were  thrown  into  the  city ;  but  a  dreadful  fir^ 
being  kept  up  on  the  beliegers  by  day  and  night, 
an  incredible  number  of  lives  were  loft.  The 
iffu6  of  this  enterprize  caufed  much  concern, 
and  excited  a  very  lively  intereft  in  Pruffia,  as 
not  only  the  monarch  but  the  two  eldeft  princes 
ihared  the  toil  and  hazard  which  attended  it. 
The  prince  royal  was  once  in  imminent  danger. 
The  cannonading  having  ceafcd,  he  laid  himfelf 
down  to  reft  in  a  barn,  with  orders  to  be  awakened 
at  the  firft  fliot  of  the  enemy.  His  orders  were 
complied  with,  and  the  pnnce  had  no  Iboner 
mounted  his  horfe  than  one  of  the  enemy's  bombs 
burft,  and  deftroyed  the  bam  in  which  the  prince 
had  been  lying  a  few  minutes  before. 

Either  from  doubt  of  fuccefs  in  an  a6lual  at- 
tack, or  from  better  motives,  the  king  of  Pruf- 
Jia  endeavoured  at  this  junAure  to  open  a  nego- 
tiation for  a  furrender  of  the  place.  He  wrote, 
therefore,  as  follows  to  his  Polifti  majefty : 

^*  Sir,  my  Brother, 
*^  The  polition  occupied  by  the  armies  which 
iurround  Warlaw,  and  the  efficacious  means 
which  are  begun  to  be  employed  to  reduce  it, 
and  which  augment  and  advance  in  proportion 
as  an  ufelefs  refiftance  is  prolonged,  ouglit  to 
have  convinced  your  majefty  that  the  fate  of  that 
city  is  no  longer  dubious.  I  haften  to  place  that 
of  the  inhabitants  in  tlie  hands  of  your  majefty: 
a  fpeedy  furrender,  and  the  exadt  discipline  I 
fhall  caufe  my  troops  who  are  deftined  to  enter 
Wariaw  to  obferve,  will  fecurc  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  all  the  peaceable  inhabitants.  A  refufal 
to  the  firft  and  final  fiimmons  which  my  lieut. 

general 
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general  de  Schwerin  has  jufl  addreiled  to  thc^ 
commandant  of  Warfaw^  will  inevitably  pro- 
dace  all  the  terrible  and  extreme  means  to,  which 
an  open  city,  which  provokes  by  its  obilinacy 
the  horrors  of  a  fiege,  and  the  vengeance  of  two 
armies,  is  expofed.  If,  under  the  circumiiances 
in  which  your  majeiiy  is  placed,  your  majefty 
may  be  permitted  to  inform  the  inhabitants  of 
Warlaw  of  this  alternative;  and  if  they  arc 
permitted  freely  to  deliver  it,  I  can  anticipate 
with  an  extreme  pleafure,  that  your  majeAy  will 
become  their  deliverer.  Should  the  contrary 
happen,  I  ihall  regret  the  more  the  inutility  of 
this  flep,  becaufe  I  fhall  no  longer  be  able  to 
repeat  it,  however  great  may  be  the  interefl^  I 
tak^  in  the  prefervation  of  your  majefly,  and. 
of  all  thofe  whom  the  ties  of  blood  and  loyalty 
have  called  around  your  perfon/  In  any  cafe 
I  truft  that  your  majefty  will  accept  the  ex  • 
preflion  of  the  high  efteem  with  which  I  am^ 

Sir,  my  Brother, 

the  good  Brother  of  your  Majefly^ 

•        (Signed) 

Camp  at  Wola, 
Augufl  a. 

The  reply  of  Staniflaus  Auguftus  was  as  (oU 
lows: 

"  The  Polifh  army  commanded  by  genetaliflimo 
Kofciufko,  feparating  Warfaw  from  yout  ma- 
jefly's  camp,  the  pofition  of  Warfaw  is  not  that 
of  a  city  which  can  decide  on  its  furrender#, 
Under  thefe  cixcumffances  nothing  can  juflify 
the  extremities  of  which  your  majefiy's  letter 
I  i  a  apprixesi 
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stppfiies  me ;  for  this  city  is  neither  m  a  ftafc 
i6  accept,  nor  in  that  to  refafe  the  fuitoBtons 
which  has  been  Iranfinittcd  by  lieutenant-gene^ 
ral  de  Schweryi  to  the  commandant  of  WaN 
f^^.  My  own  exiftence  intetefts  me  no  mote 
Hh^ti  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  capital;  but 
fince  Providence  ha3  vouchfafed  to  elevate  me 
tb  the  rank  which  allows  me  to  manifeft  to  your 
*iajefty  the  fentiments  of  fraternity,  I  invoke, 
them  to  move  your  majefty  to  abandon  the  cruel 
and  revengefal  ideas  which  are  fo  contrary  to 
the  examples  kings  owe  to  nations,  and  (I  am 
perTukded  of  it)  are  altogetlier  oppofitc  to  your 
Jperfonal  chara^er. 

(Signed) 

Stanislaus  Augustus." 

Warfaw,  Auguft  3'. 

iCofciulko,  with  an  army  of  40,000  men,  was 
tefolved  to  defend  himfelf  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity ;  but  the  Pruflians  had  carried  feveral  of 
the  PoKih  redoubts,  and  were  aAually  felf-af- 
fured  of  the  capture,  when  information  was 
brought  to  the  king  that  an  alarming  infur- 
redtion  had  taken  place  in.  South  Pruffia,  that 
defied  all  ordinary  exertions  t^  fupprefs  it.  The 
king,  aware  that  without  immediate  relief  the 
confines  of  Silefia  would  be  in  danger  of  a 
complete  conqueft,  determined  on  raifing  the 
fiegc  of  Warlaw,  and  accordingly  moved  to  an 
advantageotis  polltion  near  Raczin,  on  the  6th 
of  September,  in  order  to  take  the  moft  efFec- 
tual  mekfores  that  citcuhiltences  might  require. 

At  the  ilioment  the  intelligetice  reached  him, 
tiie  king  Mued  a  proclartiation  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  South  Pfuflm,  ftatilig  that  they  had  been 
I  impofed 
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impofed  upon  by  infidious  intriguer?,  defiring 
them  to  refill  the  orders  of  the  inlfurgents,  ana 
offering  a  general  amneily  to  fuch  as  fhould  re- 
turn to  tjbeir  allegiance.  The  refult  was,  that 
many  perfons  vyho  had  been  miflcd  implored  the 
king's  mercy,  a  force  was  fiationed  there  to  be 
ready  to  aft  in  cafe  of  future  attempts,  and  the 
king  of  Pruffia  returned  to  Berlin.  Future  bif* 
torians  will  be  better  able  to  afcertain  whether  ai^ 
awe  of  Kofciufko's  army  under  the  waljs  of 
Warikw  had  not  fome  efFe6l  on  the  Pruffian  mo- 
narcji's  determination  to  retire. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  Kofcipikg  refolyed  on  thg 
;fttempt  to  foment  an  infurrco^ion  in  Weft  Pruf- 
fia, in  hopes  by  that  circumflance,,  added  to  the 
trgubles  in  the  fouth,  to  divert  effe<^ually  th^ 
arms  of  his  Pruflian  majefty  froni  thp  interior  ojf 
Poland. 

In  ^  Ihjort  time  it  became  vifible  that  Koicit 
uiko  was  intent  on  carrying  the  w^r  beyond  \ts 
firft  limits,  and  of  attempting  the  recovery  o£ 
fofne  of  the  difmemberjed  provinces,  an<|  not 
only  of  thofe,  but  eyen  the  capture  of  fome 
jprovinces  which  had  been  fubje<5t  to  the  hyoufc 
pf  Brandenburgh  for  more  than  a  pentijry.  Tlie 
progrefe  of  the  Poles  in  Weft  fmiiH  \yas  fucK, 
that  after  the  capture  of  Romberg  by  ^v  '.eral 
Madclinlki,,  not  only  Dantzic,  Thpri^,  pulm,* 
and  Graudontz,  feejoied  on  the  point  of  being 
reftored  to  the  republic  of  Poland,  but  therp 
was  evejj  room  to  apprehend  that  the  Poles 
)vpul(J  penetrate  into  Pon^erani^  as  ftr  as  Stet- 
tin. 

Kofciulko  now  turi^ed  his  view  towards  Li- 
thuania^ and  refolved  on  meafures  for  its  fafety. 
On  his  way  thither,  having  received  the  news 
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of  a  defeat  which  a  corps  of  the  Polifli  armv 
had  met  with  at  Brzefc,  on  the  i8th  and  i9tn 
of  September,  and  that  general  Suwarrow  was 
on  his  march  to  attack  Warfaw,  he  refolvqd  to 
march  with  20,000  men,  and  give  battle  to  that 
general  before  he  Ihould  approach  the  ca- 
pital. 

He  was,  howevar,  informed  that  general  Fer- 
fen  meant  to  attempt  forming  a  junction  with 
general  Suwarrow ;  to  prevent  which  Kofciufko, 
leaving  the  main  body  of  his  army  under  the 
command  of  prince  Poniatowiki,  advanced  with 
6000  men  to  intercept  general  Ferfen.  Thia  laft 
general  refolved  to  attack  Kofciuiko  on  the  16th 
of  Odiober,  when  a  moft  dreadful  enga^ment 
enfued.  Twice  the  Ruffians  attapked  with  vi- 
gour, and  twice  they  were  repulfdd. 

The  vid^ory  would  have  remained  with  the 
Poles,  had  they  contented  themfelves  with  hav- 
ing beaten  back  the  enemy ;  but  refolving  to  pur- 
ine this  advantage,  they  abandoned  the  favour- 
able pofition  which  they  had  taken  upon  the 
heights,  and  advanced  in  their  turn  to  attack 
the  Ruffians.  The  Ruffian  troops  formed  them- 
felves anew,  fucceeded  in  throwing  the  Polilh 
line  .into  confulion,  which  was  already  a  lit- 
tle in  diforder,  from  their  movement  in  advan- 
cing to  the  attack.  The  rout  was  foon  com- 
plete. The  Polifti  infantry  defended  themfelves 
with  a  valour  approaching  to  fury.  The  ca- 
valry fuiFercd  lefe,  and  retreated  in  good  order. 
The  battle  lafted  from  feven  in  the  morning  till 
poon,  and  the  gallant  Kofciuiko  difplayed  prodi- 
gies of  valour.  Ever  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the 
engagement,  he  had  three  horfes  killed  under 
bim.      At  leilgth  a  CoflTack,  without  knowing 

who 
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who  he  was,  wounded  him  from  behind  with  a 
lance.  When  he  fell,  his  attendante,  in  their 
confuiion,  raflily  articulated  his  name  *. 

Kofciuiko  recovered  a  little,  and  made  a  fe\^ 
ileps  forward,  when  an  officer,  ilriking  him  on 
the  head  with  a  fabre,  brought  him  again  to  the 
ground  While  he  lay  weltering  in  his  blood  he 
was  approached  by  a  CoiTack,  who  prepared-  to 
give  him  a  mortal  blow ;  but  a  RuiHan  officer 
who  came  up  at  the  time  flayed  the  ana  of  th^ 
CofTack  ;  upon  which  the  General  exclaimed^ 
*•  If  you  wifh  to  render  me  a  fervice,  fxxScr  him 
to  ftrike ;  do  not  prevent  my  death  !'*  This  Ruf- 
fian officer  is  faid  to  have  been  a  general  Chruo* 
zazow,  to  whofe  wife  Kofciuiko  had,  fome  weeks 
before,  generoufly  given  leave  of  departure  from 
Warfaw  to  join  her  hufoand. 

It  was  foon  diicovered  that  this  important  de* 
feat  was  attributable  to  the  mifcondudt  of  the  Po« 
lilh  general  prince  Poninljci,  who  was  pofted  with 
4000  men  to  defend  the  pafTage  of  the  ViAula ; 
but  who,  either  from  ignorance  or  treachery,  iuf- 
fcred  the  Ruffians  to  crofs  the  river  without  at* 
tempting  to  moleft.  them ;  and  when  Kofciufko 
was  attacked  from  a  quarter  whence  he  had  no 
reafon  to  expert  a  furprize,  the  fame  general 
committed  a  fliU  greater  feiilt  in  not  coming  to 
his  affifiance,  though  very  near  to  the  fcene  of 
a<£lion.  The  lofs  o(  the  Poles  was  computed  at 
^  3000  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners  ;  and 
^  this  viAory  coft  the  Ruffians  fo  dear,  that  they 

.  *  Kofciuiko  was  difguifcd  in  a  peafant's  drefs»  which  he  had 
Mver  put  offfinccthe  confederation.  Before  the  battle  la  which 
he  fell,  he  had  given  orders  to  his  foldiers,  that^  in  cafeh£  fli»ui4 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  they  mi^ht  flioot  him.  This  was 
a^ually  attempted  by  fi^ime  of  them ;  and  had  they  not,  in  their 
cpnfternationi  pronounced  his  name,  he  would  nat  have  beea 
jmowo. 
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fell  back  towards^ Lublin,  inflead  of  approachuig 
Warfaw  *. 

The  misfortune  of  the  army  under  general 
Kofciufko  excited  univerfal  grief  at  Warfaw ;  the 
T^upreme  Council,  however,  undaunted,  and  firm 
in  their  duty,  publiihed  the  following  addrefs  to 
^he  nation:  , 

'  •  "  Citizens,  when  you  took  up  arms  with  an 
intention  of  recovering  your  liberty,  and  of  faving 
"the country,  you  folemnly  fw ore  before  God,  that 
neither  the  greateft  adverfities,  nor  the  greateU 
reveries,  fliould  Ihake  your  fortitude.  Providence, 
ip  whofe  hand  is  the  fate  of  nations,  has  been 
plcafcd  1o  try  your  conftancy.  Thaddeus  Kofci- 
lilko,  whom  you  had  eleded  chief  of  the  armed 
iforce,  has  jufl  been  made  prifoner  in  a  bloody 
combat  with  the  enemy.  This  fad  event  cer- 
tainly fills  your  hearts  with  juft  forrow,  and  your 
lenfibility  is  the  tribute  due  to  the  virtue  of  that 
worthy  citizen,  the  victim  of  his  patriotifm.  But, 
citizens,  be  warn  of  defpair,  and  of  burying  with 
his  fate  the  hopes  of  your  country.  Remember 
the  motto  you  have  adopted.  Liberty  or  Death  ! 
Preferve  the  Ipirit  of  unity,  redouble  your  zeal 
and  courage,  and  God  will  ftill  blefs  the  goodneft 
of  your  caufe. 

^*  The  Supreme  Council  promife  you,  that 
they  will  remain  on  their  poft ;  that  they  will  dc^ 
fend  liberty  with  you,  or  perifh  along  with  her. 
In  order  to  fulfil  the  duty  prcfcribed  to  the  coun- 
cil by  the  a6t  of  infurredion,  they  have  appointed 
^  new  fupreme  chief  of'  the  armed  force : — 


*  The  Pmprefs,  to  teftify  to  ^neral  Suwanrow  h«r  fatisfa^Hott 

on  the  fu^6t  of  the  victory  at  Brzefc,  appointed  hini  heraid-d«* 

Cimp,  and  fent  him  a  crown  of  lavirels,  fet  in  brilliants,  of  the  va* 

lue  of  60,000  roubles.    She  alfo  permitted  htm  to  choofe  a  regi« 

.  ifieaf  in  faer  armyi  whi^h  (hould  bear  his  name  for  (yer« 
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ThomasWawrzecki,  lieutenant-general,  lias  been 
eledled.  Citizens,  you  kxiow  his  excellent  cba- 
radter ;  you  are  acquainted  with  his  civil  and  mi- 
litary virtues.  The  Council  hope,  that  you  will 
not  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  caft  down  by  misfor- 
tune ;  but  rather  that  you  will  fummon  up  all 
your  Arength,  for  the  falvation  of  the  ilate  ;  and 
that,  fupported  by  your  energy,  you  will  enable 
the  Council  to  maintain  the  defence  of  liberty  an4 
the  country. 

'^  Done  at  Warfaw,  in  the  fitting  of  the  Couz)^ 
cil,  06\.  14,  1794.'' 

At  the  &me  tin^e  was  difpatched  the  following 
letter  of  the  Supreme  National  Council  tp  Gene* 
raliiSmo  Kofciufko  : 

**  The  Council,  in  j'^our  misfortune,  bewails 
that  of  the  country  at  large.  They  placed  not  in 
events  that  confidence  which  they  have  never  cea- 
fed  to  repofe  in  your  virtues. — The  duty  of  good 
citizens,  and  your  example,  will  prevent  our  de- 
fpairing  of  the  country.  As  long  as  you  ihall  be 
at  liberty  to  addrefs  the  Council^  boldly  make 
known  to  us  your  wants,  and  thofe  of  the  brave 
companions  of  your  efforts,  who  now  partake  of 
your  melancholy  fituation.  So  high  is  the  value 
which  the  Council  fet  upon  your  perfon,  that  they 
would  willingly  reftore  tp  the  enemy  all  their  pri- 
foners  in  exchange  for  you  ;  and  theip  is  not  an 
individual  in  the  Council  that  would  npt  Joyfully 
tarter  bis  liberty  for  your's. 

"  It  is  by  an  uncommon  courfc  of  things,  gc- 
peraliilimo,  that  you  receive  from  your  cotempo^ 
raries  that  tribute  which  the  lateft  jKjilerity  will 
one  day  rerjdcr  you. 

"  Such  are  the  fentiments  which  the  Supreme 
CouncU  charges  me,  i^  my  (juality  of  prefidcnt 
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for  the  prefent  week,  to  convey  to  you  ;  and  to 
thefe  I  add  the  feelings  of  my  profound  re(pe6l. 
^'  (Signed) 
"  Thaddeus  Dembowski,  Prefident.'* 

A  few  days  after  this,  a  trumpeter  from  the 
enemy  brought  a  letter  from  Kofciufko  to  the  Su- 
preme Council,  in  which  he  ftated,  that  the  num- 
ber of  ofticers  taken  prifoners  in  the  action  of  the 
loth,  amounted  to  1 25  perfons,  with  five  generals 
befide  himfelf.  He  fpoke  highly  of  the  treatment 
he  received  from  general  Ferfen,  and  the  care 
that  was  taken  tp  heal  his  wounds. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  Brzefc,  the.  Ruffian  ge- 
neral Ferfen  wrote  in  thefe  terms  to  the  king  of 
Poland: 

*'  Sire, 

^'  The  total  defeat  of  the  Polifh  corps  at  Ka- 
mech,  the  making  of  a  great  number  of  privates 
and  officers  of  every  rank,  and  above  all  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  author  of  the  revolution  of 
1794  (Kofciulko),  prifoners  of  war,  were  the^&- 
rious  effects  of  the  arms  of  her  Imperial  Majefty 
on  the  10th  of  061obcr. 

"  Convinced  that  your  majefty  and  the  repub- 
lic of  Poland  have  again  entered  into  the  former 
order  of  things,  I  apply  to  the  legitimate  power 
of  Poland,  by  a  juft  reclamation,  to  demand  the 
liberty  of  the  Ruffian  generals,  officers,  foldiers, 
arfd  fervants,  as  well  as  perfons  of  the  diplomatic 
bod}',  who,  in  contempt  oC  the  moft  facred  rights 
of  nations,  have  been  detained  in  the  prifon  of 
the  capital.  I  d^fire  they  may  be  fafely  conveyed 
to  tlic  corps  under  my  command.         ^ 

"  In  the  moft  fincere  hope  that  tranquillity 
will  once  more  be  reftorcd  in  Poland,  and  that  I 

ihall 
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Ihall  in  the  caurfe  of  this  year  have  thcbonoasi^of 
perfonally  paying  my  reipeds  to  your  majefty^  I 
foeg  your  majefty  to  condefcend  to  accept  oif  the 
anticipated  homage  with  which  1  am,  &c. 

'^  Bailom  F£R8£Sr/* 

To  which  infolent  application  the  kiqg  thus 
replied : 

*'  Sir, 

^^  However  painful  we  find  the  defeat  of  a  pait 
of  the  Polifli  army  on  the  loth  of  Ddlober,  eipe« 
cialty  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  a  man  valuable  in 
all  reQ)e£b,  and  whofe  merit  it  has  been  to  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  independence  of  his 
country,  yet  it  cannot  ihake  the  nrmnels  of  thole 
who  have  folemnly  vowed  either  to  die  or  to  con- 
quer for  liberty. 

'^  You  need  not  wonder,  Sir,  if  your  demand 
to  us  of  the  liberation  of  the  RuiHan  priibners 
and  homages,  who  ferye  as  pledges  for  the  Poles 
feized  by  the  Ruffians,  does  not  meet  with  our 
concurrence.  If  you  were  to  propoie  the  ex- 
change of  your  prifoners  for  our  own,  I  would 
then  voluntarily  gratify  your  wifhes. 

^^  Stanislaus^  Rex.'* 

The  Ruffians  now  haflily  advanced  towards 
the  capital,  and  general  Ferfen  fummoned  War- 
faw  to  furrender.  This  fummons  was  incloied  ia 
a  letter  to  the  king,  which  he  fent  unopened  to 
the  council.  The  anfwer  was,  as  might  be  ex- 
pedted,  an  abfoluta  refufal.  At  this  jundlure  the 
Polifh  generals  Madelinlki  and  Dambroulki,  by 
forced  marches,  retreated  from  South  Pruffia,  and 
by  fkilful  manoeuvres  threw  tl;iemfelves  into 
Warfew, 

After 
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After  the  juncflion  of  the  Ruffian  corps  of  ge- 
pcrals  Ferfen,  Dernfeld,  and  Denifow,  with  that 
of  Siiwarrow^  they  proceeded,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  latter  general,  for  Prague,  where,  on 
the  4th  oif  November,  they  made  difpofitions  for 
operating  a  cruel  change  in  the  fituation  of  the 
Polifh  inhabitants. 

The  fuburb  of  Prague,  feparated  from  Warfaw 
by  the  Viflula,  was  defended  by  more  than  a  hun- 
dred pieces  of  cannon,  difpofed  upon  33  batteries. 
ft  was  under  the  j&re  of  this  terrible  artillery  that 
general  Suwarrow  made  his  troops  mount  to  the 
aflauit,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  done  at  the 
taking  of  Ifmael  *.  He  gave  alio  general  direc- 
tions that  not  a  mufket  ftiot  fhould  be  fired,  tut 
that  his  troops,  upwards  of  50,000  flrong,  Ihould 
employ  only  the  fabre  and  the  bayonet.  Each 
column  was  preceded,  by  a  body  of  foldiers  with 
fcaling  ladders  and  fafcines  to  fill  up  the  entrench- 
ments, and  means  to  carry  the  afiTault.  But  the 
ardour  of  the  Ruflians  rendered  this  unneccflary ; 
for  within  150  paces  of  the  entrenchments,  a  ge- 
neral cry  was  raifed  at  once  by  all  the  columns, 
and  the  foldiers  in  the  front,  flinging  away  the 
ladders  and  fafcines  that  encumbered  them, 
Iprung  forward  with  their  comrades  to  climb  the 
works  of  the  befieged. 

The  centinels  on  the  works  had  but  that  mo- 
ment given  the  alarm,  and  the  cannon  of  the 
Poles  commenced  firing  on  all  fides,  but  with  no 
effc6i:,  as  from  the  darknefsof  the  night  their  balls 
paflTed  harmlefsly  over  the  heads  of  the  Ruffians. 

f  It  will  be  necoUe^lcd  that  it  wp  general  Suwarrow  who  cora- 
paoded  at  the  taking  of  this  Turkifb  furtrefs,  where  the  Ruflians 
entered  by  climbingover  the  dead  bodies  of  their  comrades  as  well 
as  their  tntmles.  The  general  gave  the  fame  orders  in  the  aflault 
pf  the  fuburbs  of  Prague,  ^d  enjoined  hit  foldiers  to  give  no 
quarter. 

By 


fliSTORY    OP   POLAND.  49^ 

By  good  fortune  or,  good  condtift,  which  feldon^ 
occurs  in  fuch  operations,  it  happened  that  the 
fix  Ruffian  columns  prefented  themfelves  at  (he 
fame  moment  before  the  lines  of  Prague  ;  fo  that 
the  Polifh  generals,  occupied  at  once  in  all  quar- 
ters, could  not  fuccour  on€  place  mpte  than  ano- 
ther, and  were  unable  to  maintain  an  unequal 
conteft  againft  the  united  attack  of  50,^600  mren. 

The  cry  raifed  by  the  columns  penetrated  the 
entrenchments  on  the  fide  of  the  Vlfiiuk,  and 
added  further  to  the  confternation  of  the  Poles 
engaged  with  the  other  columns,  who,  fearing  to* 
be  furrounded,  were  for  retiring  into  Warfaw 
over  a  bridge-  Here  again  they  were  met  by  the 
©ther  Ruffian  columns,  when  a  dreadful  conflidl: 
enfaed,  in  which  a  great  part  of  the  garrifon  of 
Prague  was  miferably  flaughtered.  The  refift- 
ance  was  at  an  end  in  the  fpace  of  eight  hours,  but 
the  fury  of  the  Ruffians  continued  the  maffacre 
for  two  hours  longer. 

From  the  wind^nvs  of  the  houfes  and  hotels  o£ 
Warfaw,  the  appalled  inhabitants  were  fpe6tators, 
at  the  dawn  of  day,  of  the  mcrcilefs  flaughter  of 
their  firiends,  and  the  pillage  committed  in  the 
luburbs,  which  continued  till  the  noon  of  the 
5th. 

The  number  of  unfortunate  Poles  who  pe- 
rifhcd  by  the  fword,  the  fire,  and  the  water  (the 
bridge  over  the  Viflula  having  been  broken 
during  the  allien),  were  eftimated  as  follows : 
P^ive  thouland  men  were  flain  in  the  affiiult ;  the 
remaining  50CO  (lor  there  were  only  10,000  foU 
diers  in  the  town,  and  the  Ruffians  were  50,000 
ftrong)  wore  taken  prifoners  or  difperfed.  After 
the  battle  wa^  ended,  the 'Ruffians  proceeded  to 
difaiTO  the  citizens,  and  to  plunder  their  houfes. 
-  When  this  was  over,  and  ten  hours  after  all  re- 

liftancc 


494  mst0nr  or  ttitAifti. 

fifiance  had  ceaied^  about  nine  o'clock  at  nigt^t 
they  fet  fire  to  the  town,  and  began  to  butcher 
the  inhabitants*  The  lick  and  the  wounded  pe- 
lifhed  in  the  flames :  the  refl^  old  men^  wornen^ 
and  children,  fell  by  the  fword.  Nine  thoufand 
pcrfons  of  every  age,  and  of  either  fex,  are  com- 
puted to  have  fallen  in  the  maflacre,  and  the 
whole  of  the  fuburb^  except  a  few  fcattered  houfes, 
was  reduced  to  aihes. 

After  this  dreadful  execution,  no  hope  re- 
mained of  faving  Warfaw.  The  principal  chief 
of  the  in(iirre6tion,  count  Ignatius  Potocki  him- 
&lf,  advifed  to  treat  with  the  Ruilian  general ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  repaired  to  the  head-quar- 
ters of  the  Ruffians  with  propolitions  of  peace,  in 
the  name  of  the  republic.  But  count  Suwarrow 
lefufed  to  hear  him,  obferving  haughtily,  that  the 
empreis^  his  fovereign,  was  by  no  means  at  war 
with  the  republic ;  that  the  only  objedl  of  his 
cx>ming  before  Warfaw  was  to  reduce  to  obedience 
thofe  Polifh  fubjeds  who,  by  taking  up  arms,  had 
diflurbed  the  repofe  of  the  Hate.  He  at  the  fame 
time  inHnuated,  that  he  ihould  treat  with  none  of 
thechiefe  of  the  infiirredlion,  but  only  with  perlbna 
who,  invcfted  with  legitimate  authority,  fhould 
come  to  fpeak  in  the  name,  and  on  the  part,  of 
his  Polifh  majefty. 

Count  Potocki  being  returned  with  this  anfwer, 
it  was  tefolved  to  fend  deputies  from  the  magif- 
tracy  of  Warfaw  to  the  Ruffian  commander. 
During  all  this  time  the  fire  of  the  city  did  not 
ceafe  playing  upon  the  Ruffians  in  the  fuburb  of 
Prague,  who  anfwered  it  but  feebly.  The  depu* 
ties,  Buzakowiki,  Strazakowfki,  and  Makarowcz, 
having  repaired  to  the  head-quarters,  returned 
about  noon  on  the  5  th.  They  had  been  con- 
firained  to  furrender  the  city  at  difcrction  into  the 
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hands  of  count  Suwarrow,  under  the  iinde  con- 
dition that  the  inhabitants  Ihould  be  fecure  in 
their  lives  and  property.  The  general,  hai^ng 
confented  to  this,  added,  "  That  beiides  fafety 
to  their  perfons,  and  the  prefervation  of  their 
property,  there  was  a  third  article,  which,  without 
doubt,  the  magiftrates  had  forgotten  to  a(k,  and 
which  he  granted,  pardon  for  tUefafi^ 

.  The  deputies  being  returned  into  the  city,  a 
proclamation  was  publiflied  to  this  •ejfFcdl : 

"  The  deputies  of  the  city  of  Warfaw,  fent  to 
general  Suwarrow,  commanding  the  Kuflian- 
troops  under  the  city,  having  reported  to  the 
magiftracy  that  they  were  received  amicably  by 
his  excellency  the  faid  general,  who  had  de- 
clared his  difpolition  for  a  capitulation ;  and  alfp 
that  they  had  obtained  fome  preliminary  articles, 
ligned  by  him,  by  which  he  had  promifed  the 
citizens  fafety  to  their  perfons  and  property,  and 
oblivion  of  all  paft  wrongs  :  the  magiftracy  no- 
tifies the  fame  to  the  citizens,  wifhing.  them  to 
k(*cp  themfelves  quiet  till  the  entire  conclufioaof 
the  capitulation,  and  that  they  will  ceafe  their 
fire,  his  excellency  having  ordered  his  men  not 
to  fire  on  their  part/' 

In  confequence  of  this  fubmiffion  of  the  city, 
the*  magiftracy  alfo  informed  tlie  people  of  the 
dclire  of  general  Suwan'ow  that  all  the  inha- 
bitants fhuuld  furrender  their  arms,  "  of  every 
kind,  before  the  figning  of  the  capitulation,  un- 
der promife  of  all  arms  of  value,  and  fowling- 
pieces,  being  returned  to  the  proprietors  after 
the  re-eflablifhment  of  tranquillity.  The  inha- 
bitants obeyed  this  order,  but  the  foldiery  then 
in  the  city  refofed.  Their  chief,  Wawrzecki,  and 
many  members  of  the  fupreme  council,  rcfufed 
to. take  part  in  the  capitulation. 

This 
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This  difficulty  gave  occafion  for  more  parleys, 
ivhich  laAed  all  the  6th.  The  king  demanded  a 
week  to  accomplifh  a  pacification  ;  but  count 
Suwarrow  would  grant  no  more  than  two  or 
three  days,  during  which  time  they  laboured  to 
repair  the  bridge  over  the  Viflula.  In  fine,  it 
was  agreed  that  thofe  of  the  military  who  refufed 
to  lay  down  their  arms  fhould  have  liberty  to  go 
out  ot  Warfaw.  But  the  Ruflian  general  added 
this  declaration,  that  *^  all  who  chofe  this  alter- 
liatix^e  might  be  fure  of  not  escaping  any, where 
cHe;  and  that,  when  overtaken,  no  quarter 
would  be  granted/* 

After  the  agreement  was  figned,  the  members 
of  the  fuprcme  council,  and  gencraliffimo 
Wav^rzecki,  waited  upon  the  king,  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7th  of  November,  and  remitted  into 
his  hands  the  authority  they  had  exercifed  in 
Wirfaw,  The  fame  day  the  magiflrates  infomi- 
cd  the  inhabitants,  that  the  capitulation  having 
been  figned,  the  Ruffian  troops  were  about  to 
enter  the  city  :  that  the  Ruffian  general  having 
promifed  obfervance  of  the  mofl  exaft  difpipline, 
the  iJurgefTes  were  enjoined  to  preferve  order 
on.  their  part ;  and  the  more  fecurely  ta 
preferve  tranquillity,  they  commanded  all  the 
noufes  to  be  kept  fhut.  The  general  made  hia 
formal  entry  into  Warfaw  on  the  9th,  all  the 
ftreets  being  lined  with  Ruffian  troops,  while  the 
honfes,  even  thofe  of  the  foreign  miniflcrs,  were 
fiiut  up.  The  chief  magiflrate  met  him  at  the 
bridge  of  Prague,  and  prefcnted  hicn  the  keys  of 
Wamw  on  a  velvet  cufhion. — Suwarrow  received 
the  magiflrate  with  a  grace  that  was  highly  pleat- 
ing to  the  citizens.  He  afterwards  received  the 
compliments  of  the  king,  and  on  the  loth  he  re- 
paired with  great  pomp  to  the  caflle,  to  pay  his 
ttfpedts  to  his  majefJy. 

MajOT- 
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Major- genetdl  d'IfliniefF  was  now  diipatched 
to  Peteriburg  with  the  news  of  the  redudion  of 
Warfaw  by  the  troops  of  the  Emprefs ;  the  ift  of 
December  was  fet  apart  as  a  day  of  folemn  thalikf- 
giving  to  Godi  and  Tc  Deum  was  fung  for  this 
important  event. 

*^  The  impiety  which  prevails  in  France  (as  an 
anon}rmous  writer  has  obferved)  muft  fliock  every 
ferious  mind ;  but  what  is  it  compared  with  this 
adt  of  oflentatious  and  folemn  blafphemy  !  If  it 
were  poiiible  to  fuppofe  that  thofe  who  had  a6led 
a  part  in  it  really  believed  tliey  tvere  performing 
an  a6l  of  religion,  how  much  more  dreadful 
would  fuch  religion  be  than  the  moll  determined. 
Atheifm  ! 

"  Melancholy  and  difconfolate,  indeed,  is  the 
idea,  that  this  world  is  the  fport  of  a  blind  chance, 
and  that  death  will  conlign  the  beft  and  the 
worft  of  mslnkind  ibr  ever  to  one  common  obli- 
vion ;  but  how  much  more  terrible  would  it  be 
to  fuppofe  the  univerfe  under  the  government  of, 
and  mankind  accountable  for  their  actions  to,  fuch* 
k  god  as  is  worfliipped  at  Peteriburg  :  to  a  Being 
who  is  fuppofed  to  «fliil  the  arms,  and  enjoy  the 
triumph  of  powerful  oppreffion  over  perfecuted 
virtue  and  innocence,  and  to  delight  in  feeing 
his  altars  ftrcam  with  the  blood  of  women  and 
of  chiUlren,  and  in  hearing  his  praifes  chanted 
by  the  voices*  of  murderers,  and  in  the  midft  of 
theihrieks  and  groans  of  his  vidtim^  !" 

The  Polifli  patriots  who  rcfufed  to  accede  to 
the  capitulsttion.  of  Warfaw  took  their  route  to- 
ward Sendomii',  under  the  command  of  Wawr- 
zecki.,  TheitJ  number  was  30,000*  In  want 
however  of  prorilions,  and  preffcdby  the  Ruf- 
fians and  Prufliana,.  thfey  wer<^  foon  forced,  to. 
'difl^and,  after  ipikirlg  eighty  p;cce$  of  cannon. 

h  k  The 
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The  Pniffian  general  Kleift  took  twenty-lwd 
pieces,  nineteen  tvaggons  of  ammtmitioo,  and 
300O  ilftnd  of  arms.  The  temaioder  of  tha 
booty  h\\  into  the  h^hds  of  the  Ruffians^  A 
corps  of  6000  men  ftill  remained  tinder  Wawr- 
zecki,  who,  accompanied  by  the  generals  Mada* 
iiniki,  Dombrowiki,  and  Zs^onczek,  the  chan-^ 
oellor  Kallontai,  the  prefident  Zakrzewiki,  and 
feveral  other  members  of  the  fupreme  eouncil^ 
took  the  route  tovb^ard  Gallicta. 

The  utmoll  tcanqtiiility  was  foon  eitabliihed  in 
the  city  of  Wadaw,  ^by  means  of  9000  Rufliams, 
^i/ho  were  eonftantly  on  guard,  18,000  in 
IVague,  with  all  the  artillery  of  the  infargents^ 
and  10,000  in  thd  feme  pofition  on  theViftula, 
whidi  was  occupied  by  Kofciuiko,  during  the 
jSege  by  the  Pmffians.  All  around  the  city  bat- 
teries were  eredled  with  cantion  pointed  at  tlie 
eity,  to  keep  it  in  fubmiffion^  whatever  event 
might  happen. 

Kolctuiko  had  been  all  this  time  under  foi^Icdl 
aififtanoe  at  Ufzeylack,  where  the  Ruffians  fhew-- 
ed  every  attention  to  the  care  of  his  wounds* 
Madame  Chruozazow,  wife  to  the  Ruffian  gene- 
ral of  that  name,  who  had  herfelf  been  fonnorly 
fct  at  liberty  by  the  orders  of  Kodciuiko,  was 
very  fervioeable  to  htm  by  her  kind  and  perfonal 
affidoities.  He  was  now  ordered  to  Peterfinirg^ 
ind  the  eicort  appointed  to  conv^  hibi  thither 
conliiled  of  two  pulks  of  co^adcs,  each  pulk  oon- 
Ming  of  500  men,  one  of  which  formed  an  ad- 
vsmcc^  and  anotibef  a  rear  guard  to  his  coach^ 
havings  two  caxmoos  eaclu-*-«-In  the  <3okch  witH 
KoicTuflco  were  one  major  and  two  other  officers, 
and  b^ween  the  two  pulks  were  conduced  3000 
Pdliih  prifonets,  tOj^cthef  with  their  officers.    It 

'is' 


fe  Imcler^dod  that  this  brave  man  is  hovr  confined 
In  a  fortrds  near  the  KaflSan  capital. 

ft  fo  not  doubted  that  an  applicatron  has  been 
hia^  from  the  national  cooncil  at  Warfarvv  lb  the 
Ottoman  court,  for  if»  interference  to  prevent 
the  final  difmcmbcnhent  of  Poland  ;  but  of  th^ 
fucfccfi  df  this  applicatioti  there  is  at  prefcnt  no 
|>n>bability.  On  the  c<mtratyi  fome  meafiires 
icem  to  hdvebeen  already  taken  toward  that  dc* 
lign  ;  for  about  the  middle  c^  December  the 
Auftriln  captain  Thd  wag  dWpatch^d  to  Vienna 
hj  geheral  Suwatrow,  with  art  account  of  an  arr 
fangement  made  by  the  Ruffian  Emprefe  of  the 
lerntories  of  Pofend.  The  houfe  of  Auftrii 
having  giiined  thefe  poiTeffioM  tvithout  the  trou- 
ble of  fightings  appewed  fo  well  fatisficd  with 
the  difpofition,  that  captain  TTtel,  for  havmrf 
been  the  bearer  o^  the  intelligence ^  wa»  adVinceq 
to  the  rank  of  m^ot,  ^uid  colonel  PJeifchcr^  of 
the  ctat  m^jor^  is  Aortfy  to  fet  out  for  Poland, 
in  order  to  afceftain  the  Kne  of  demarkation* 
The  Auflrian  acqu!^6ons,  it  is  nimoirred,  arc  to 
coniSft  of  five  profJnce^;  the  patatinafe?  of 
Chelm,  Sendomir,  Lublin^  Cracow,  and  Haliez, 
fbmetimes  called  Pokucici  One  thing,  however, 
feems  to  embarrafs  this  diftribution,  which  is, 
that  the  PruflRan  troops  ftill  remain  poflefied  of 
the  paTatinate  of  Sendomir,  or,  if  not  adlually 
in  pofleffion,  are  encamped  upon  its  frontiers. 

It  iftight  reafonably  have  been  hoped  that  the 
miferies  of  this  diftraded  country  had  been  now 
at  an  end.  The  humble  fubmiffion  of  the  pa- 
triots to  thofe  who  had  robbed  them  of  their  li- 
berties, it  might  have  been  expedled,  would  have 
difarmed  them  of  their  vengeance ;  but  on  the 
aoth  of  Dec(?mber  St  courier  arrived  from  theEm^ 
prc&  to  general  count  Buxhoeiden^  governor  of 
K  k  2  Warfaw, 
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Warfaw,  with  orders  to  arreft  and  fend  under  9 
llrong  efcort  to  Peterlburg,  count  Ignatius  Po- 
tocfci  J  the  former  preiident^  Zakrczcwlky ; 
Kilinfki,  a  revolutionary  colonel;  Kapoftes,  a 
merchant^  member  of  the  fupreme  revolutionary 
council^  and  minifler  of  finance ;  and  Le- 
buchewiki.  The  fame  jpeifenger  brought  alfo 
a  letter  from  the  eriiprefs  to  the  king,  inviting 
(or,  as  fomc  accounts  Itate,  peremptorily  com- 
manding him)  to  quit  his  capital,  and  to  repair 
to  Grodno  ;  and  on  the  7th  January,  1 795,  his 
majefly  iat  off  in  obedience  to  the  fummons. 
What  her  purpofe  is  in  this  meafure  cannot  cer- 
tainly be  known.  There  is  an  appearance  of 
cruelty  however,  mdependeirt  of  the  mortification 
to  royal  dignity^  in  thus  compelling  a  king,  worn 
out  with  age  and  an  impaired  conilitution,  to 
the  fatigue  at  this  inclement  feafbn  of  fo  long  a 
^  journey.  But  from  every  appearance  tlie  life  of 
this  excellent  man  and  monarch  promiies  a  ^lort 
duration.  The  wretched  flate  in  which  his 
coimtry  is  involved  has  deq>ly  affedted  him,  and 
will  mofl  probably  accelerate  his  departure  to  the 
tomb. 
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Gives  order  for  the  battle,  287.  in  which  he  is  defeated, 
288.  Retreats  into  Turkey,  ibid.  His  encounter  at 
Bender,  29A.  Marches  into  Norway  at  the  head  of  aji 
army,  294.    His  deaths  296. 

CltUs^  cbieff  of  Poland,  33, 

Citizens^  their  privileges,  48. 

Clajft^  of  people  difcriminated,  44. 

Clergy^  Poliib,  their  privileges,  46b 

Climate  of  Poland,  6. 

C9tmy  Poiiih,  vaUifttion  oj,  17. 

Commerce^  flate  of,  10.    Causes  that  bave  tended  to  fupprefs 
thefpiritof,  ti. 

Conffdcra^ts^  particular  and  general^  explainfid,  la* 

K  k  4  Qfinie^ 


INDEX. 

ConJe^  the  prince  of,  a  competitor  for  the  crown  of  Poland| 
171.    Is  difliked  by  the  Poles,    171.   and  reje^d, 

Conftitution^  Poliflif  58.    An  important  reform  in,  3709  375. 

Another,  463. 
^Cpnti^  the  prjnce  of^  a  candidate  fpr  the  Pplifii  crown,  227. 
Metnod  taken  to  pfevent  his  eledion,  228.  His  char 
ra^er,  232.  Is  proclaimed  by  mofi  of  the  palatinates, 
241,  242.  Is  deftedy  2^6.  Ilis  dcpartukr  for  Po* 
land,  and  arrival  at  Dantzic,  248.  Waits  onboard  for 
the  troops  that  were  promifed  him,  249.  Returns  to 
France,  2^2-  His  letters  to  the  primatp  and  to  the 
republic,  ibid. 

Ceffacks.  their  irruption  into  Poland  ufider  the  conduct  of 
kmielniiki,   155. 

CffxCf  Rev.  Mr.  acknowlegepnents  of  the  author  for  afHilance 
derived  td  this  work  from  his  writings,  2  note.  33,  3?) 
39*  S3>,66,  112. 

PracaWf  defcribed,  ^4.    By  whom  foundf^d,  81. 

Cracus^  or  Grack,  fovereign  of  Poland,  founds  the  city  of 
Cracow,  81. 

Curiofities^  natural  and  artificial^  defcribed,  27. 

Cf/^aw/ of  the  countiy,  21* 


jP^ff/xrV  defcnbed^  41,    By  whom  founded,  80. 

t>em€triuiy  brother  of  the  Czar  Theodore,  is  alTafiinated  by 
Boris,   129. 

■  an  impoflor,  who  pretends  to  be  the  brother  of  the 

Czar  Theodore,  130,  ijr.  Is  fuccoured  by  the  Poles^ 
13 1.  Defeated  by  Boris,  132.  Defeats  the  Mufcor 
vites,  133.  Obtains  the  crown,  134.  His  impni- 
dence  proves  fatal  to  him,  13$,  136.  Efpoufes  the 
daughter  of  the  palatine  of  Sendomir,  136.  A  confpl- 
racy  formed  againil  him,  136,  137.  He  is  flaioi  138. 
Various  opinions  concerning  him,  ibid. 

a  fecond  impoftor  perfonates  the  Demetrius  who  was 


ilain,  and  meets  a  fimilar  £ate,  439. 
J>ieU  of  Poland,  the  nature  of,  59* 
Di/mimhtrmvn  qt   Poland,    339.     Farther  difipemberment^ 

433- 
Diffidtnts  in  religion,  the  nature  of  that  party  defined,  304,  &c. 

Their  final  ^te,  344. 
DhmficnM^  cuftomar^,  of  the  Poles,  2x» 
J>re/s^  Poiifh,  defcntied,  19* 


INPEX, 


E. 


^UBion^  regal,  place  and  mode  of|  79. 
fllk^  the  Poliih,  dcfcribcd,  j.   * 
£x/f/r/pf  Poland,  )• 

F, 

F/;i«ffm  pf  Poland,  1%. 

Funeral}^  regal,  account  of  the  cercmpny  obfervcd  at,  39. 
frederickjbal^  befieged  by  Charles  XIL  ^96.  fvho  is  kille4  be? 
fpre  that  plape,  iDi4» 


^fibor  (Bethlem)  makes  himfelf  mader  pf  Tranfyiv^nia,  and 
aiTumes  the  title  of  prince  of  Hungary,  143.  En- 
gages Saltan  pffxian  ya  an  expedition  againfl  the  Poles, 
I4S,  146. 

Qnefnf^  the  Metropfi^Iitan  cj^^  of  Poland,  114.  Its  archbiflipp 
the  bead  of  the  repui>fic  during  an  interregnum,  or  any 
temporary  ablence  of  the  king,  ibid. 

G^rtz,^  Baron,  his  chara&er,  294,  His  proje^l,  295.  Is  arrefled 
at  the  Hague,  and  imprifoned,  29$,  296. 

prack^  or  Cracu9,  king  pf  Poland,  ^i.  Founds  Cracow, 
ibid. 

Prajfto  defcribed,  40. 

Cujla'uus  Adolphus,  fon  of  tbe  ufurper  Charles,  duke  of  Su- 
derland,  fucceeds  his  father  on  the  throne  of  Sweden, 
I  A3.  His  irruption  jy^to  liyonia,  an,d  conquers,  ibidL 
Slain  in  the  battle  of  Lutzen,  1 53. 

Qmfiav^s  (Charles)  king  of  Sweden,  conquers  the  greatefl  part 
of  Poland,  163.  Takes  Warfaw,  164,  Is  defeated  by 
the  Danes,  aind.dies  with  vexation,  167. 


^iwiga^  daughter  of  Lewis  king  of  Poland  and  Hungary, 
elected  to  the  throne  ojf  Poland  on  certain  conditions, 
10 1.  Is  averfe  to  the  propofals  of  marriage  made  to 
her  by  Jaghellon,  duke  of  Lithuania,  102.  Entertains 
a  paflion  for  the  duke  of  Auftria,  ibid.  Has  fecret  in- 
terviews with  this  prince^  which  difgufts  the  Poles,  ibid. 

Confenti 


INDEX. 

,     XJonfcntfi  at  laft  to  ^n  interview  with  Jaghcllon,  an4  bc^ 
comes  enamoured  of  him,  103. 
Henry  gf  V^oU  or  An^oi},     S^c  Fahis. 

t 

^aglfelUftf  duke  of  Lithuania,  fends  a  magnificent  embafly  to 
demand  the  young  queen  Hedwiga  in  marriage,  10 1. 
I?  confiderea  with  averfion  b;^  the  qyeen,  who  is  in 
love  with  the  duke  of  Aufliia,  102.  Advances  to- 
wards  Craeow  with  a  numerous  army,  103.  Is  with 
.  great  difficulty  introduced  into  the  prcfence  of  the 
queen,  who  conceives  a  paffiop  for  him  at  the  fiffi  int 
terview,  ibid.  Is  eledtea  king  of  Poland,  with  which 
he  incorporates  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania  and  other 
dominions,  ibid.  Converts  his  Fagjan  fubjedls  of  Li- 
thuania to  Chriftianity,  104.  His  military  actions  againft 
the  Teutonic  knights,  apd  his  deach|  106. 

yroft,  PoUfh,  account  of,  56. 

fngelfirohmj  ambaflador  from  Ruffia  at  the  coi|rt  of  P(^d,  hi« 
arbitrary  condud,  465  to  474. 

Jnterregnum  after  the  death  of  John  Sobieikit  %%o  to  $56, 

JbLh  Albert.    Sec  Aiber^.  ^ 

^— ^  Cafimin     Sec  Cafimir  V. 

——  Sobie/ki.    See  SohiefiL 

JuUany  the  pope's  legate,  prevails  on  Ladiflaus  V.  to  violate 
^is  treaty  with  Amurath,  emperor  of  the  Turks,  10^. 

K, 

XamiHucj  the  bifliop  of,  his  plan  for  rcibrming  tht  Poliih  con* 
fiitution,  359. 

Ktckif  flaroft  of  Lemberg,  his  remarkable  fidelity  to  hia  fo- 
vereign,  and  the  reward  of  it,  333,  mou. 

King  •f  Poland^  his  finances,  12.  Military  force,  13; 
Titles,  z6.  Authority  and  natuiT  of  liis  office,  60^ 
See  Poland. 

i^ioWf  biihop  of,  arrefted,  ooi  fuffers  five  years  imprifooi 
ment,  309. 

KmUki/ki  (Bogdan)  genera)  of  the  Coifacks,  hisextraAion  and 
manner  of  lire  before  his  promotion,  1 5  ^.  His  rigo- 
rous treatment,  J  56.  His  character  and  great  adions, 
ibid.  Gains  great  vi^nriesover  the  Poles,  ic;.  160. 
Enters  into  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  king  of  Poland| 
i6x«    Obuuns  a  pard<m  lor  his  rebellion,  162. 

K^ningf^ 


fC^nlngfimrc  (Countefs)  ^plojed  bV  Auguftus  ITrto  miSv^Xt « 
peace  with  Cluurks  king  or  Sweden,  who  refufes  to 
fee  her,  263. 

X^MiN^i  attempts  to  aflaQinate  king  Stai^iflatis  AuguSus,  ^13, 
Abandoned  by  his  confederates,  he  relents,  pre(erye$ 
the  Vu>g^  9nd  condqdts  him  to  a  place  of  fafety,  310^ 
Howprovide^ for  by  his  majefty,  324. 

J^chjko,  Thaddeet  memoirs  of,  467.  AflTumes  the  chief 
command  of  the  arpciy,  4^0,    defeated  at^d  (ajcen  pq^ 


f^adi/lattSf  king  of  Poland,  94* 
• Pv9i- 

, : III.  97, 

IV.  ibid. 

i .  V.   f^cceeds  his  Cithrr  JagheHoa  on  the  tbnme 

ofPolafid,  io6«    £leAedkiogiafHua^M7}  ibid«    Ror 
covers  feveral  phoet  froin  the  Turks*  but  TioUtet  a 
treaty,  107.    His  death  at  the  battle  of  Varoa,  ibid. 
VL  l^ingt    IS  If     Gains  a  great  vidory  oveji'  tl^e 
"      aodT  -         - 


Ruffians  and  Turks,  i^%.  Concludes  aii  advantageous 
treaty  with  Chriftiqa  qu^en  of  Sweden*  i^*  War 
with  the  CoiTackSy  1 54.  His  forces  <|efeate(f%  thesi| 
15$»    His  death,  i$ih 

fum^hpn^  the  fortrefs  of,  defcribed,  36*  Curious  fubterrane* 
pus  paiTage  there,  account  of,  37. 

Language^  Poiiih,  whence  derived,  %^ 

f^atin  univerfally  fpoken  in  Polan^i  ibid. 

J[^amit»f  fbite  or,  &$•  Much  indebted  to  the  patriotifia  of 
Suniflaus  Auguiuus,  ibid. 

Licif  or  Liclftf  th^  Srft  priooe  of  Pglaiid,  79. 

^— n.  fovereign  of  Poland,  81.  Caufes  his  elder  brother 
to  be  fecretly  defiroyed^  ibid.  How  deferted  and  piH 
niihed,  8a* 

, III.  96. 

J^poid,  emperor  pf  Germany,  alienates  the  alfe^^foiis  of  the 
llungarians  from  himfelf  by  his  rigomus  treatment, 
^87.  Endeavours  to  pre^mit  the  ftorm  he  had  raiied, 
188.  Flies  with  the  emprefs  from  Vienna,  19a.  Re* 
turns  to  that  ci^,  and  behaves  in  an  imperious  manner 
to  John  Sobiefki,  king  of  Poland,  by  whofe  arms  his 
dominions  had  been  uived,  197. 

J^efitck^  his  ignoble  artifice  to  pbtfua  the  crowni  8 j.  How 
puoiibed,  ibid. 


INDEX, 

Lefzko   I.  fovereign^  83.  ' 

y  II.  ele^ed  king  in  a  remarkable  manner,  85.    fjCs  ex* 

traordinary  chara^er  and  coDdud.  ibid, 
, III.  86. 

r-. —  ly.  90. 

Lewis^  king  of  Hungarfi  crowned  king  of  Poland,  loo. 
Lihtrum  Feto^/^hsXj  65.    When  introduced,  169, 
l^ithuanianff   2iTi  account  of  their  Pagan  fuperibtions,    104. 

Converted  to  Chriflianity  by  Jaghellpn,,  loc. 
f^^rrainj  the  duke  of,  defeats  Tekeli,  genefal  of  the  Hungari^m 

malcpntents,  194.    Joins  Johi)  S((>bieflci  in  raiting  th^ 

fiege  of  Vienna,  ibid. 
l*uka^i  attempts  to    aflaiTmate   king   Stanifl^us  Augufius, 

3'3»  ^c,    E^ecwtcd,  323*. 


Manners  of  the  Poles  charaderifed,  1 8. 

JWi»r/&j/ (Grand)' of  Poland,  his  office,  6«,  67. 

MaximiUany  emperor  of  Germany,  eleifted  king  of  Poland,  but 

fupplanted  by  Stephen  Batori,  and  dies,  .11 8, 
M  Archduke  of  Auilria,  elected  king  of  Poland  by^ 

fa£tion,  121.    Is  defeated  and  taken  prifoner  by  Za- 

moiflci,  122.  Quits  his  pretentions  to  theiirovim,  113. 
Michael,     ^tt  WtefnowifiL 
Mlctjlausy  foVereign,  ^.    Converted  to  ChriQiaaity  by  pa.^ 

browka,  his  wife,  ibid. 
———II.  91* 

III.  oc- 

Military  force  oXrAzXi^y   13. 

^fufcovy^  ftrange  revolutions  in  that  empire,  128,  &c. 

Muftapha^  Grand  Vifir,  his  mifconduft  at  the  {it^t,  of  Vienn^ 

19s,  196.  Is  ftranglcd  by  order  of  the  Sultan,  201. 


N. 

Jfame  of  Poland,  derivation  of,  6. 
.  Nohles^  who,  44.  Their  privileges,  4C^ 
Nuittiat  (PolUh)  their  office,  6a. 


O. 

Or/fiffj  of  knighthood,  17.   * 

Ofway^  a  paflagc  from,  applied  to  the  oppreflbrs  of  Poland,  4. 


INDEX* 


P. 


PdBa  Conventa^  What,  63,  not^^ 

Palatines  oi  Poland,  their  power  and  ftation,  61  ^ 

Partition.    S^  Difmembirmentm  ■ 

Patkul  (Couuc)  delivered  up  to  Charles  XIL  by  Auguftualt* 
282.    His  unhappy  end,  ibid* 

Peafants^  how  diftinguiihed^  $i.  Their  lamentable  fuhje6lioit| 
ibid.    Freedom  granted  to,  54. 

PerfoHs  of  the  Poles  defchbed,  17. 

Pt'ter  AUxiowitz^  czar  of  Muicovy^  befieges  Nanra,  2^84 
Carries  off  a  convoy  of  the  Swedes^  Ji8$.  defeats  the 
king  of  Sweden  in  the  battle  of  Puitowa^  288.  His  in«. 
terview  with  king  Auguilus,  290. 

Piafi^  king  of  Poland,  miraculous  accounts  of  his  elevation 
from  a  cottagc-to  the  throne,  89.  . 

Ppland.  Its  boundaries  and  extent,  i.  Rivers,  5.  Lakes,  6. 
Air  o;-  climate,  ibid*  Face  of  the  country^  and  deriva^ 
tion  of  its  name,  ibid.  Soil  and  produce,  7.  An  in- 
flammable fpring  defcribed,  ibid.  Its  vegetable  and 
animal  productions,  8.  Population,  10.  Commerce, 
ibid.  Finances  and  taxes,  it.  Mflitary  force^  13.  Arm# 
of  the  kingdom,  ibid.  Titles  of  the  king,  ibid.  Ordersf 
of  knightliood,  17.  Coins,  ibid.  Perfons  of  the  Poles^ 
ibid.  Manners,  18.  Drefs,  19.  Cuftoms  and  Di- 
verfions,  2t.  .Religion,  22.  Arcbiflioprics  and  bifliop* 
rics,  24.  Language,  ibid.  State  of  leaminp;  there,  25. 
Univcrfitles,  26.  Antiquities  and  curioiities,  natural 
and  artificial,  27.  Remarkable  falt-mines  of  Wielitfka 
minutely  delcribed,  28.  Chief  cities,  &c.  Warfaw,  33. 
Cracow,  34.  Fortrcfs  of  Landikron,  36.  Grodno,  40. 
Dantzic,  41.  Clafles  of  people  difcriminated,  44.  Con- 
flitution  and  government,  58.  Place  and  mode  of  regal 
ele&ion,  70.  History:  its  fovereigns  ufualiy  con- 
fidered  under  four  claifes:  I.  Of  the  houfe  of  Lehks^ 
A.  D.  550.  Leek  or  Lecht,  79,  Wiffimir,  80.  Grack 
orCracus,  8i.  Leek  II.  ibid.  Vanda,  82.  Premifiaus 
or  Lefzko,  83.  Lefzko  IL  85.  Lefzko  UL  86.  Popiel  L 
ibid.  Popiel  IL  87.— II.  Of  the  family  of  PiaJ^  A.  D. 
840.  Piaft,  89.  Ziemovitus,  90.  Lefzko  IV.  ibid. 
Zemomiflaus,  ibid.  Miciflaus,  ibid.  Bokilaus  the 
Great,  ibid.  Miciflaus  II.  91.  Caiimir,93.  BokflausII. 
ibid.  Ladiflaus,  94.  Boleflaus  III.  ibtd.  Ladiilaus  II. 
9$.  Boleflaus  IV.  ibid.  Miciaaus  III.  ibid.  CafimirlL 
96.  Leek,  ibid.   Ladiflaus  III.  97.   BolcOaus  V.  ibid. 

^  r  rremiflaus,  ibid.  Ladiflaus  IV.  ibid.  Cafimir  III.  or  the 
Great,  98.— HI.  Of  the  family  ofJetgheUo^^  A.  D.  1370. 

iJewis 


tNDfe*. 

JteWi»  king  of  Hung^i.  too.  Hedwiga,  xoi.  and  jsf^ 
hellon,  103.  Ladilkus  V.  106.  .Cafimir  IV.  107.  Johci 
Albert*  1094  Alexander,  ibid.  SigHhioDd,  11 6.  Si-a 
gifmood  n*  Mid  Au^ft«f»  1 13.— ^lY.  Smt^eiffu  ^fdif" 
fereht  jFamilits^  A.  £>♦  1574*  &IM7  of^aiobt  xi$a 
^ph^  Bift>n>  1 18.  Sigiim^d  UL  tao.  Luliflaas  VI. 
x(i<  John  Cafimii>  ic^   Mkbad  Wiefnowilki,  17$* 

Jottti  Sobieiki*  18A.  Auguftui  11^  ^^b.^rpcfedi^iu 
taniilaus  Lecztnflu,  ftf^«  Ai^uftoa  ILreJltrtdy  291* 
Augilflus  III.  300.  Staatflaua  AuguftuSi  303.  Partttioii 
of  Poland,  333.  FuftUci^  difkaembcnnent,  433.  Aj^in 
fubjUgated,  496. 

fulignac  (Abbe  de)  his  coadtilft  ia  BoUuid  upon  the  death  of 
king^  Sobielki^  %ii^  Firop«£M  the  prince  of  Conti  as  a 
omdidate  for  the  ciiOupii  oi  Poland,  taS.  His  reonod-* 
Frances  to  ttie  Pcfcs  to  diCuadc  them  from  ebufing  the 
elector  of  Saii»ny,  %yf^  s^S. 

P)riifif  nuomth  their  Alliotiotirable  treatment  of  tbrir  faufbands 
during  a  Ruffian  war»  94. 

f§Mu  of  the  three  confederated  oorthtm  powers  dtteloped^ 

477' 
PeMi^fiif  hi»  profecfltion  for  high  crimei  dund  mifdemeanors^ 

366. 
JPi^#/,  ibvereign  of  Polattd>  86.  His  chajfider,  ibid. 
■■■    ■    ** II.  focceeds  1  hii  infamous  charader,  87. 
PofvUtiom  of  Poland,  ftate  of,  eonfidered,  to. 
F9jp9iittof  Fbiand,  how  cempofisd,  i$. 
fctocii  (Count)  his  pba  for  reforming  tke  PoUih  conftltufioU^ 

Prague  capturedi  and  facked  bj  the  Rdfiana  under  General 
Suwarrow,  493* 

Fraai/Ltuj^  or  t^^ko,  raifed  by  htfl  brafVery  &om  the  flatfoa 

of  a  private  foldier  to  the  throne^  83« 
■      ■      II.  king,  97* 

PrttdaSiims^  vegetable  and  animal,  of  Poland,  8. 

Fruffia^  the  king  of,  invades  8axony  and  expets  Augtiftus  IIT. 
301.  W  rices  a  letter  of  friendtiip  16  Staniflaus  Au^uf-^ 
fus^  congratulating  bim  on  his  elcape  from  aCaffination^ 
327.  In  the  foltowtng  ye6r  coofederatcs  with  Rulfia 
and  Auftria  to  divide  and  difimember  Poland,  ibid. 
Guarantees  the  independency,  liberty,  and  feourity  of^' 
that  counrr^,  349*  Poland  boG9mes  dependent  on  the 
pleaiUre  of  that,  monarch,  357.  A  treaty  of  defence 
and  alliaioce  between  Pniilia  and  Poland,  ^^8.  The  king 
demiaads  the.  fiineoder  of  Dantaic  axMi  Thorn,  36$. 
Declarer  bbnfdf fatiifUd  with  ifje  mew  emifiifuthn  adopted 
i^  Hh  Fein  in  1791,  390.    His  iigrtQt  dereli^ion  of 

his 


L 


INDEX. 

hU  guanthty  on  a  fubfequent  inirafioii  b)r  Ruffia^  anil  hk 
tUclaratiMf  that  the  isa  rt^f^lHthn  was  wth0ttt  hisprvvity 
AT  concurreHct^  413*  Further  ialUnce  of  doplicity,  4»i* 
Invades  Poland,  4x4.  Further  difaoembers  Poland)  433* 
Again  invades  Poland  in  conjunction  with  the  Ruffians^ 

477'* 
f^fiU  a  Polifli  nobleman^  coaiptres  agaiRjft  the  life  of  king 
Suniflaus  Au^fius»  313.  His  death,  3ft4,  wH*^ 

RMgofJkiy  prince  of  Traofylvaaiai  declares  (ofv  iStft  Swedes 
againft  the  Poles,  164.  Is  defeated  and  iiies  of  his 
wounds,  i66. 

ReUgion^  national^  |Z9* 

Republic  of  Poland,  when  iirft  eftabtiflicd»  8a. 

Rivers  of  Poland,  $• 

Rixaf  regent  during  the  miaoriQr  of  Cafimif,  her  imperious 
condu6^,  9«» 

RMJ/iay  the  troops  of  that  power  enter  Poland,  «nd  riolently 
interfere  in  the  proceedings  of  the  diet,  308.  The  em- 
prefs  of,  confederates  with  Pi'uflia  and  Auftria  t%  divide 
and  difmeoiber"  Poland,  3S7«  Her  troops  invade  Po- 
land,  352.  Aaocber  invafion  fay,  toovenum  the  new 
^conflitution,  391B.  Further  diimemberment  of  Poland 
by,  433.  Again  invades  Polandy466.  Ruffian  ambaf* 
iador  demands  the  furrender  of  the  arfenal  at  Warfaw, 
and  the  imprifooment  of  certain  depvtties,  both  which 
demands  are  refufed  with  undaunted  braviery,  and  be  is 
driven  with  hii  troops  from  the  capital,  474.  War 
commenced,  ibid. 

S. 

Sali-mines  of  Poland,  ftriking  obje£ts  of  natural  coriofity,  27* 
Thofe  of  Wielitlka  minutely  defcrii)ed,  ft8. 

Senate.    See  Diets, 

a^jakfptarey  a  paifage  from,  applied  to  the  •ppreflors  of  Po« 
land,  5. 

Siiwrsy  the  KuiBan  ambaHador,  furrounds  the  diet  with  an 
armed  force,  and  extorts  from  it  a  confeot  to  the  fur- 
ther difmemberment  of  the  provinces,  45s, 

Sigi/mndy  king  of  Poland,  no.  Reforms  alni&s  in  the  go- 
vernment, ibid.  Obtabs  great  vidories  over  Che  Ruf* 
fians,  Wallachians,  and  Moldavians,  iii.  His  death, 
rxa.  Obfisrvations  of  ^}r.  Goxe  pn  U10  reign  of  thii 
prince,  ibid. 

3r-' 


tigifm4ni  IT.  (Auguftus)  crowned  king  6f  Pblatidy  1 1  j.  im^ 
proves  his  dominions  by  the  arts  of  DcaCe,  and  by  hi5 
wiidoro  and  moderation  on  the  fubjea  of  religroiid  dif* 
ferences,  ibid»  The  Jaghellori  line  extinct  by  his 
deaths  \\^. 

^'  111.  king,  lao.   Is  crowned  king  of  Svireden,  122.   Dc-«- 

clares  Charles  dtike  ef  Suderland  regent  of  that  king-' 
dom,  \tbo  abuies  his  aiithority^  \%ii  Deprives  Charles 
of  that  dignity^  ibid.  A  falfe  ftep  taken  by  himr  124. 
Is  obliged  to  return  to  Poland,  ibid.  Is  depofed  by  the 
Swedes^  127.  Makes  confiderable  conquefls  in  Muf- 
tm^^  1404  Affifts  the  empemr  Ferdinand,  143.  In-* 
diicreetly  declines  the  adtantafi;eons  offers  of  GuAaviis 
Adolphu8/i48.   His  death  and  character,  149. 

tkirgellony  conftituted  Duke  of  Lithuania  by  his  brother  Jag- 
hellon,  lo-j.  Hischaradert  ibid. 

^tibicfii  (John)  king,  181.  humbles  the  pride  of  the  Turks, 
and  tilakes  an  honourable  peaces  i86.  Is  prevailed  oa 
to  enter  into  a  league  with  the  ertiperof  againft  the 
Turks,  190.  Marches  to  the  fuccour  of  Vienna,  194/ 
and  compels  the  Turks  to  raife  the  fiege,  195.  His 
devout  behaviour  upon  his  entrance  into  Vienna,  196. 
Is  treated  with  ingratitude  by  the  emperor  Leopold, 
297.  In  imminent  peril  from  the  Turks,  but  defeats 
them  in  a  fecond  engagement,  199.  His  conqueiU  on 
his  return  to  Poland,  201*  Enters  Moldavia,  and  is 
perfidiouily  treated  by  the  hofpodar,  202.  A  dangerous 
march  admirably  conduced  by  htm,  203.  His  deatb 
and  character,  20^.   Fortunes  of  his  iamfiy,  X12. 

*  r  '  (Prince  ^ames)  becomes  a  candidate  for  the  erown  of 
Poland  upon  the  death  of  his  father,  226.  Ojppofed  by 
the  influence  of  his  mother,  who  afterwards  (whfsn  too* 
late)  efpoufes  his  incereft,  227.  Gives  up  his  pretcn^* 
fions,  239.  Is  proclaimed  by  fome  parties,  241.  A 
gentleman  who  exprefied  a  zeal  for  him  is  fhot  vhrougft 
the  head^  242. 

Soil  of  Poland  defcribed,  7. 

ting^  an  inibmnmaWe  one  at  Cracow,  7. 
niJUus  Leczinijci,  propofed  as  king  of  Polandy  273.  ftis 
Ktl^  incr-eafes,  275.  Is  crowned,  ibid.  Is  ackn«wj 
g^d  by  moft  of  the  princes  of  Europe,  283.  His 
title  is  confirmed,  289.  Returns  to  Pomerania,  29c. 
Is  tahen  prifoncr  in  Turk-ev,  293,  294.  Re-choieilp 
king  of  Poland,  299.  Compelled  to  fly  the  country  in 
difguife,  301. 

-^ AuguftHs  (Count  Poniatowlki)  elefted  king  of  Poland, 

302.    The  fair  profpcits  of  his  reign  fooii  obfcured  by 

^idion, 


INDEX. 

fidion,  301.  Lofes  his  influence,  and  is  deprived  even 
of  the  fhadow  of  authority,  310.  A  rooft  atrocious 
attempt  on  his  life,  narrated,  312  to  326.  Letter  of 
conmtulation  and  friendlhip  to  him  from  the  king  of 
Fruffia,  327*  His  dominions  invaded  and  difmembered 
the  following  year  bv  the  fame  king  of  Pruffia  in  league 
with  Auftria  and  Kuflia,  327.  Remondrates  in  vain^ 
336.  Oppofes  the  nomination  of  a  fucceiTor  to  the 
throne  during  his  life-time,  368.  Efieifts,  at  the  defire 
of  his  people,  an  important  revolution  in  the  conflitu- 
tioo,  whereby  many  rooted  abufes  in  the  government 
were  eradicated,  and  the  lower  ciaifes  admitted  to  their 
juft  privileges,  370.  Eternizes  the  memory  of  it  by 
building  a  aiurch  with  a  fuitable  infcription,  389.  His 
mo^ves  in  the  afiair  of  the  new  conflitution  examined 
3nd  viifdicated  from  afperfion,  392.  His  animating  and 
patriotic  addrefs  to  the  army  on  the  Ruij^n  invafion, 
410.  Applies  to  the  king  of  Fruilia  for  the  promifed 
^ffiftance  m  cafe  of  hoftility  againil  Poland,  412.  Fla- 
grant behaviour  of  that  monarch,  413*  W^r  with 
Ruffia,  416.  Deferted  by  his  ally  the  king  of  PrufTia, 
jt  obliged  to  ani^ul  the  new  con(titution,  and  to  make 
other  humiliating  cooceflioDs,  4x7.  Proteft  of  the 
king  and  the  nation  againft  the  fecond  partition  of  the 
republic,  4$ 7.  Revives,  at  the  defire  of  the  nation,  an 
order  of  luiighthood,  which  had  been  inftitutedf  as  a 
reward  to  thofe  who  had  defended  their  country  when 
formerly  attacked  by  Ruffia,  462.  Obliged  to  make 
conceffion  and  aboliih  the  order  again,  to  foothe  the  re- 
feqtnient  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruflla,  463.  Another  con- 
ftttution  eftabliflied,  ibid.  The  re*e(^abli{hment  of  the 
conilitution  of  179 1  declared,  472.  The  king  fubje6tcd 
to  a  kind  of  honourable  cuftody,  475,  Ordered  by  the 
emprefs  to  remove  ^q  Grodno,  498.  His  departure  for 
^hat  place,  500, 

Suphpi*  See  Baton. 

SirawenJkiMempts  to  aflaffinate  king  Staniflaus  Augufhis,  313. 
Executed,  323^ 

Suwarrowf  general,  reduces  Warfaw,  ^d  enters  it  in  triumph, 
496. 

^^i  (or  Choufqui)t  Theodore,  forms  ja  confpiracy  againft 
Demetrius  the  impoftor,  136.  Caufes  him  to  be  flain, 
138*  Is  ele^ed  czar,  139.  Isdepofed,  140. 
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7ekili^  declared  general  of  the  Hungarian  malcontents,  ia  tli^ 
room  of  Wcftini,  i88.  Declared  prince  of  Hungary 
by  the  fultan,  189.    Defeated  by  the  Duke  of  Lorrain. 

TiiJes  of  the  king  of  Poland,  16. 
Trea/urer  of  Poland,  his  oQce,  67, 


U. 

VaJoisj  Henry  of,  king  of  Poland,  iic,  Qyits  Poland  pri- 
vately on  the  death  of* his  brother  Charles  IX.  king  of 
France,  1 16.  Attempts  to  excufe  his  condu^  to  the 
Poles,  117.    AlTaffihated,  11 8. 

Vanda^  fovereien  of  Poland,  her  extraordinary  character,  82. 

Vienna  befieged  by  the  Turks,  192.  Condition  of  that  places 
193.  Siege  raifed  by  the  valour  and  (kill  of  Sobielku 
195- 

Fttboldaj  coufinof  Jaghellon,  created  governor  of  Lithuania! 

105.  ■  "'  ...•-..  v^ 

Untverfiies  of  Volznif  a6.   ^ 


W. 

Warfav)^  public  library  there,  »6.  The  city  defcribcd,  33. 
Captured,  496. 

Wenc^us^  king,  ^7. 

Wielitjkay  the  fait  mmes  of,  28. 

Wiemejk^  his  iiiimenfe  wealth,  49.  note. 

Wiefnonvijki  (Michaci  Coribut)-  clefted  king  of  Poland,  i^^. 
his  modeft  c6ndu6^  and  chara^er,  ibid.  Gives  up  Po« 
dolia  to  the  Coflackv,  and  promifes  the  fultan  a  tribute» 
176.  His  death,  177.  •"'> 

Wild  men  inhabiting  the  woods  of  Poland,  177. 

Wijimir^  duke,  founds  the  city  of  Dantzic,  80. 

^w^»,  Polifli.   ^ttt  Polifi  Women.  ' 


Xamoi/ki  grants  freedom  to  his  peafants,  aod  derives  the  hzpr 
pieft  effefts  from  that  mcafure,  54. 


INDEX, 

Zam^j  general  pi  the  Poliih  troops,  the  chief  infirument 
in  raifing  SigiimoDd  IIL  to  the  throne,  12 1.  De- 
feats the  Germans  wl^o  were  on  their  march  to  fup- 
port  th^  claim  of  Maximilian,  i%%.  Takes  Maxiipilian 
prifoner,  ibid.  Defeats  the  Tartar  army  confifting  of 
kooyooo  men,  193.  His  conqncfts  in  Livonia,  xa6«  Ke* 
figns  the  command,  |»7«      ' 

Zen^miflaitSf  fovereign,  ^, 

ZitmovituSf  fovereign,  ibid* 

Zclkiinjki^  defeats  an  army  of  70,000  Turks  and  Tartars,  144. 

'  The  treachery  of  bis  foldiers,  and  his  bnvf  retro^  ib» 

His  unfortunate  death,  145. 


PIRECTIONS  TO  THE  5?Nl5ER, 

Pottsait  of  General  Kofcitifko  to  fiice  the;  Titk^ 
Map  of  Poland  to  face  Sedl.  I.  p.  z. 
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